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A T I O N A L 
COMMISSION for 
Women (NCW) has 
completed 20 years 
o f  s u c c e s s f u l l y 
empowering women.  

The NCW tirelessly works 
round the year for empowerment 
of women. An apex national 
organization, NCW was constituted 
on January, 31, 1992 as a statutory 
body in pursuance of the NCW Act, 
1990 to safeguard the interests of 
women in India. 

NCW has a wide mandate 
covering almost all aspects of 
women’s development and plays 
a pivotal role in studying and 
monitoring all matters relating to 
the constitution and legal safeguards 
provided to women.  It reviews the 
existing legislations and suggests 
amendments wherever necessary 
to meet any lacunae, inadequacies 
or shortcoming in such laws and 
also suggests fresh legislations.  
It looks into the complaints and 
takes suo-moto notice of cases 
involving deprivation of women’s 
rights, etc, of women in order to 
provide them support, legal care 
and assistance. It also monitors 
the proper implementation of all 
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Empowerment 
of women will 

also bring down 
atrocities against 

women as they will 
have the strength 
and knowledge to 
stand up for their 

rights

the legislations made to protect 
the rights of women, so as to 
enable them to achieve equality 
in all spheres of life.  The primary 
mandate of the Commission is to 
review the constitutional and legal 
safeguards provided for women, 
recommend remedial legislative 
measures, facilitate Redressal 
of grievances and advise the 
government on all policy mattes 
affecting women. 

Structure and Functions of 
NCw

As per NCW Act, there is to 
be one Chairperson, one Member 
Secretary and Five non-official 
members in the Commission.  The 
functions of the Commission are 
mainly divided in to four cells 
namely Complaints & Investigation 
Cell, Legal Cell, NRI Cell and 
Research and Studies Cell.   Almost 
all the activities of the Commission 
are undertaken through these 
cells.

T h e  C o m p l a i n t s  a n d 
Investigation Cell is the core unit 
of the Commission.  It processes 
oral/written complaints / newspaper 
reports  and takes suo-moto 
cognizance of cases under Section 
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10 (1) 7 94) of the NCW Act, 1990.  
For serious crimes, the Commission 
constitutes Inquiry Committees 
which make on the sport inquiries, 
examine various witnesses , 
collect evidence and submit 
reports with recommendations. 
Such investigations help in 
providing immediate relief and 
justice to the victims of violence 
and atrocities. The Commission 
monitors the implementation of the 
recommendations of the Inquiry 
Committees by taking up the 
matter with the concerned State 
Governments/Authorities.  

In keeping with its mandate, 
the Commission initiates various 
steps to improve the status of 
women and works for their socio-
economic empowerment. The 
Commission’s  Chairperson, 
Members and officers visit various 
part of the country to attend 
meetings/seminars/workshop/
public hearings, organized by NCW/ 
Non Government organizations 
(NGOs) ;Women Study Centres 
of Universities and investigates 
various cases of atrocities committed 
against women.  Besides, they 
visit jails, hospitals to know the 
plight of women prisoners and 
women patients respectively and 
recommend to the concerned 
authorities for their redressal.  
They attend legal awareness camps 
on legal rights of women etc; 
organised by NGOs/Women study 
centres of the Universities to gain 
first hand knowledge about the 
problems faced by women there so 
as to suggest re medial measures 
and to take up the issues with the 
concerned authorities. 

Redressal of Complaints

The  Commission receives a large 
number of complaints and also takes 
suo-moto cognizance in several 
cases to provide speedy justice by 
constituting Inquiry Committees. 
The commission sponsors legal 
awareness programmes, Parivarik 
Mahila Lok Adalats and organizes 
seminar/workshop/consultation and 

takes up publicity against female 
foeticide, violence against women, 
child marriages etc. in order to 
generate awareness among women 
about these issues. 

In complaints related to sexual 
harassment at work place, the 
concerned organization / department 
is urged to constitute an internal 
Complaints Committees as per the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court Judgement 
in Vishaka Vs. State of Rajasthan 
(AIR 1997 Supreme Court 3011).  
The complaints received relate to 
various categories of crimes against 
women such as domestic violence 
dowry demand and harassment, 
torture, murder, kidnapping/ 
abduction, complaints against NRIs/ 
NRI marriages, desertion, bigamy, 
rape, police apathy, harassment/
brutality, cruelly by husband, 
deprivation of women rights, gender 
discrimination, sexual harassment / 
harassment. 

The Commission was made 
National Level Nodal Co-ordinating 
Agency in 2009 to receive and 
process all complaints from India 
and abroad related to Indian Women 
deserted by their overseas Indian 
husbands resulting from cross – 
country marriages and a NRI Cell 
was inaugurated on September 
24, 2009. The complaints relate to 
deprivation of women’s rights or 
any issue involving grave injustice 
to women.  Since its inception, 933 
cases have been registered in NRI 
Cell till March, 31, 2012.  A need was 
felt to review the MOIA Scheme for 
providing legal and financial help 
to the deserted women in foreign 
lands.  The amendments proposed 
by the Commission regarding the 
scope of the scheme to be widened 
were taken seriously by MOIA 
and the scheme has been modified 
accordingly.  

Recent Initiatives 

The Commission has taken 
a number of initiatives to create 
awareness among women and 
their capacity building to exercise 
their right for  dignified life and 

sensitizing the police personnel.  
Some of these initiatives include  
‘Violence free home-a women’s  
right’, ‘Jago’ as well as MOUs 
signed with other organizations for 
partnership.

Mahila Adhikar Abhiyan, 
has been launched in Rajasthan 
successfully in 2011, Street Plays 
initially in few states namely 
Rajasthan, Punjab and Participation 
in Vatsalya Mela etc.

The Commission has also brought 
out a number of publications.  
Some of them are ‘Chalo Gaon 
Ki Ore’, Meera Didi Se Poocho’, 
Sexual Harassment at work place’, 
Problems relating to NRI Marriages 
– Dos and Don’t’s, The Nowhere 
Brides, Handbook on Laws relating 
to Dowry and Domestic Violence, 
Do not Fear – Do not Bear – Do not 
Admit, Abandoned Indian Women 
Trapped in NRI Marriage and the 
Way Out’, Bahut Hua Ab Aur Nahi 
Sahna’ etc.  

NCW  concentrates not only on 
women’s empowerment but also 
on their growth and development 
including health care and education.  
In order to bring down atrocities 
committed against women, there 
should be interaction between 
NCW, the police and the Media. 
Rashtra Mahila, a monthly news 
letter of the Commission, highlights 
the activities of the Commission 
as well as successful stories with 
regard to complaints lodged before 
the Commission and also important 
court and Government decisions 
affecting women. 

A number of foreign delegations 
have visited NCW to have an insight 
about the working of NCW and its 
role in safeguarding the interests 
of women and also understand the 
status of Indian women in politics 
and their  empowerment.

Consultations, Public Contact 
Programmes and Research 
Activities 

The Commission undertakes 
promotional and educational 
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research so as to suggest ways 
of ensuring due representation of 
women in all spheres and identify 
factors responsible for impeding 
their advancement.  During the 
period of August, 2, 2011 to February 
2, 2012, 124 National /Regional 
Seminars /Conferences /Workshops 
were conducted by NCW.  Besides, 
941 Legal Awareness Camps were 
organized under the programme 
Chalo Gaon Ki Ore, and 290 Public 
Hearings / Awareness Programmes, 
80 Parivarik Mahila Lok Adalasts, 
and 96 Research Studies were 
sponsored. 

Some of  the subjects  on 
which seminars, conferences, 
consultations etc. have been 
organized by the Commission 
are Surrogacy and Assisted 
Reproductive Technologies, 
Indecent Representation of Women 
in media, Compensation to rape 
victims, women Working in Night 
Shifts, Laws Relating to Marriages, 
Atrocities on women labeled as 
Witches, Domestic Violence against 
Women Empowerment of Women, 
Maintenance, Women’s Rights 
in North Eastern Region, Child 
Marriage NRI Marriages, Crime 
Against Women Implementation 
of PC – PNDT Act, Protection of 
Women Against Sexual Harassment, 
Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961, 
Women Changes, Challenges and 
Convergence Plan, Preventing and 
Combating Human Trafficking 
in India, Political Participation of 
Women in Decision Making, etc.  
Public Hearings were organised 
on Domestic Violence, Pre-natal 
Sex Selection, Declining Sex Ratio, 
Maternal Health Services, Impact 
of Armed Conflict on Women in 
North East Region, Women Rights, 
Muslim Women, Role of Women in 
Panchayati Raj Institutions, Child 
Marriage, etc.  

Chairperson and Members 
h a v e  v i s i t e d  K o t a  J a i l , 
T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m  J a i l , 
Puducherry Jai l ,  Bangalore 
Central Jail, Nari Bandi Niketan 
Lucknow, Banda district Jail, 
Goa Jail, Correctional Home 
at Alipur and Yewada Women 

prison in Maharashtra and made 
recommendations to the concerned 
authorities. 

National Helpline to be run 
by National Commission for 
women

The National Commission 
for Women in April this year, 
launched a 24x7 toll free helpline 
for Women in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. 
This helpline is being run by an 
NGO Ahmedabad Women Action 
Group (AWAG). The helpline has 
been launched on a pilot basis.

Ncw 20 Years – Landmark 
Achivements

The Commission during the 
last twenty years  has reviewed/
proposed various laws.

A m e n d m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n 
suggested in the laws such as :
l I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e 

protection of women from 
Domestic Violence Act 2005

l	 Indecent Representation of 
Women (Prohibition) Act, 
1986

l		P r o h i b i t i o n  o f  S e x u a l 
Harassment of Women as 
Workplace Bill 2010

l		Sexual Assault Bill.
l		Domestic Workers Welfare and 

Social Security Act, 2010
l		A m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d 

on 125 Cr. PC regarding 
Maintenance 

l		Marriageable Age
l		Amendments proposed to 

PWDV Act, Tenancy Right
l		Review of MTP Act Central 

Legislation on Dayan Pratha 
(Witchcraft)

l		“Save Home, Save Family” 
Project was introduced in 2008 
under MOU with Delhi Police 
to provide counseling and to 
deal with women effectively. 
The project has been extended 
till 31st March 2012 to all the 
Districts of Delhi

l		The commission was made 
as National Level Nodal 
Coordinating Agency in 2009 

to receive and process all 
complaints related to Indian 
Women deserted by their 
overseas Indian husbands and 
a NRI Cell was inaugurated on 
24th September 2009

l MOU has been sighed with 
UNIFEM in January 2010 
for prevention of human 
trafficking

New Draft Bill Recommended
l		Prevention of Crimes in the 

Name of Honour & Traditional 
Bill, 2010

l		Scheme fo r  Re l i e f  and 
Rehabilitation to Victims of 
Acid Attack. 

l		Scheme fo r  Re l i e f  and 
Rehabilitation to Victims of 
Rape

l		National Commission for 
Women has  proposed a 
Centrally Sponsored Scheme 
for  provid ing  matching 
assistance to State Governments 
to encourage them to appoint 
i ndependen t  P ro tec t ion 
Officers with supporting staff 
for effective implementation of 
PWDVA. 

In course of the last 20 years, 
NCW has been striving towards 
enabling women to achieve equality 
and equal participation in all spheres 
of life by securing her due rights 
and  entitlements through suitable 
policy formulations, legislative 
measures, effective enforcement 
of laws, etc. 

To conclude,  I believe that 
empowerment of women will also 
bring down atrocities against women 
as they will have the strength and 
knowledge to stand up for their 
rights. The National Commission 
for Women is committed as per its 
mandate, to help achieve the goals 
of development and empowerment 
of  women legal ly,  social ly, 
politically and economically and 
thereby improving the status of 
women in the society. Though some 
improvement is reflected, yet a lot 
remains to be done.  q


