
Insights Secure Compilation – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                             UnderCover Group Page 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSIGHTS SECURE -2014 

17th – 22nd November 2014 

[The Undercover Group] 

Credit: 

1).Dreamer dreamer 
2).Devil baba 
3).Deepak Thurwal 
4).Gargi sagar 
5).Anand wardhan 
6).Hatas Engineer 
7).Eti Shree 
8).LuV 



Insights Secure Compilation – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                             UnderCover Group Page 2 
 

Table of Contents 
17TH Nov 2014 ....................................................................................................................................... 6 

GS3-ECONOMY ............................................................................................................................... 6 

Q1) What do you understand by Share round-tripping? An issue related to share round-

tripping was recently in news. Examine what it was about. ................................................. 6 

GS - III ................................................................................................................................................ 7 

Q2) Write a note on the Financial Sector Legislative Reforms Commission (FSLRC) ....... 7 

GS3 ..................................................................................................................................................... 8 

Q3) Critically examine the role that could be played by the Indian Diaspora in Indian 

government‟s „Make in India‟ initiative. ................................................................................... 8 

GS2 ..................................................................................................................................................... 9 

Q4) What were the main features of the Cold War? Do you think, considering recent 

developments in Europe, the world would witness another Cold War? Comment .......... 9 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 10 

Q5 - Examine the relationship between India and the European Union in the areas of 

environment, science and technology, and research. ........................................................... 10 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 11 

Q7) Critically discuss the importance of the office of the Leader of Opposition in Lok 

Sabha. ........................................................................................................................................... 11 

TOPIC: ECONOMY ....................................................................................................................... 12 

Q8) In India, few states have tried to replicate Singapore Model of growth(it should be 

housing) either in their capital cities or in some major cities. Examine the main features 

of this Singapore Model and critically comment if this model is suitable to Indian cities.

 ...................................................................................................................................................... 12 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 13 

Q9) Critically analyse why the Islamic State is attracting large number of recruits from 

parts of Africa and Asia. ........................................................................................................... 13 

GS3 ................................................................................................................................................... 14 

Q10) “The decline in oil prices has serious economic and political implications for 

producer countries experiencing domestic turmoil, such as Iraq, Libya and Yemen” 

Examine. ...................................................................................................................................... 14 

18th Nov 2014 ...................................................................................................................................... 15 

GS3-ECONOMY ............................................................................................................................. 15 

Q1) It is argued that India needs to either increase or convert existing diesel-based 

power plants into LNG-based ones. Examine why. .............................................................. 15 

GS- III ............................................................................................................................................... 16 



Insights Secure Compilation – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                             UnderCover Group Page 3 
 

Q2) An experts‟ panel, headed by Vijay C Kelkar recently made recommendations on 

petroleum reforms. Write a note on important recommendations of the panel. .............. 16 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 17 

Q3) Write a note on India related highlights of the United Nations Population Fund‟s 

(UNFPA) State of the World‟s Population Report-2014. ...................................................... 17 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 17 

Q4) “In spite of six decades of counterinsurgency, insurgencies in India have thrived.” 

Critically comment on the reasons. ......................................................................................... 17 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 18 

Q5) “Kashmir is India‟s greatest moral and political failure.” Critically comment. ........ 18 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 19 

Q6) Critically comment on India‟s population control strategy and methods. ................ 19 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 20 

Q7) “Many Indian thinkers are coming to realise that using the idea of strategic 

autonomy as an excuse to avoid building connections with others is a mistake.” Analyse 

why. .............................................................................................................................................. 20 

19TH Nov 2014 ..................................................................................................................................... 21 

GS2-IR .............................................................................................................................................. 21 

Q1) Critically examine how the defence ties between India and Australia have evolved 

during last four decades. ........................................................................................................... 21 

GS - III .............................................................................................................................................. 22 

Q2) Though India is regarded as a software giant, the big void has been its absence from 

the space of software products – those over which you own intellectual property rights. 

Is this trend changing? Examine. ............................................................................................. 22 

Q3) Write a note on the important revelations made by Global Terrorism Index-2014 

released by non-profit Institute for Economics and Peace located in Australia. .............. 24 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 25 

Q4) Write a note on the KisanVikasPatra investment scheme. ........................................... 25 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 26 

Q5) - Critically examine how much has India succeeded in fulfilling the goals of the 

Beijing platform for action. ....................................................................................................... 26 

Q6) According to a survey, in India an estimated 60.41 lakh children in the age group of 

6-13 are out of school. Comment on the reasons ................................................................... 27 

Q7) Critically analyse the strategic importance of having cordial and close relationship 

with Fiji for India. ....................................................................................................................... 28 

TOPIC: SECURITY, IR (GS3) ........................................................................................................ 29 



Insights Secure Compilation – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                             UnderCover Group Page 4 
 

Q8) "One of the root causes of Islamic terrorism that is being witnessed in many parts of 

Asia is the endorsement and spread of Saudi Wahhabism." Critically comment. ........... 29 

20TH Nov 2014 ..................................................................................................................................... 30 

GS3-E CONOMY ............................................................................................................................ 30 

Q1) Critically examine why the relaunch of Kisan Vikas Patras scheme has been 

criticised by some analysts. ...................................................................................................... 30 

GS - III .............................................................................................................................................. 31 

Q2) In the light of recent deal between USA and China on climate change mitigations 

and the synthesis report released by IPCC, critically analyse what should be India‟s 

priorities and response to climate change mitigation deals. ................................................ 31 

GS3 ................................................................................................................................................... 32 

Q3) Recently the board of Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) cleared big-

bang market reforms, including a move to replace the two-decade-old insider-trading 

rules with the new prohibition of insider trading (PIT) regulations, and amending the 

existing delisting regulations. Discuss these norms and their possible impact on the 

economy and concerned stakeholders. ................................................................................... 32 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 33 

Q4) Write a critical note on recent issues regarding appointments to important offices 

such as CVC, CBI and Lokpal and government‟s response to  these issues. ..................... 33 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 34 

Q5) - Do you support caste census? Substantiate why ......................................................... 34 

21ST Nov 2014 ...................................................................................................................................... 34 

GS3-Environment ........................................................................................................................... 34 

Q1) Critically examine the important recommendations made by the T S R Subramanian 

committee, constituted recently to review laws related to environment and forest 

protection. ................................................................................................................................... 34 

GS - III .............................................................................................................................................. 35 

Q2) Critically assess the objectives, design and implementation of rural housing 

schemes in India. ........................................................................................................................ 35 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 36 

Q3) Write a critical note on the Section 96 of the Beijing declaration and platform for 

action. ........................................................................................................................................... 36 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 37 

Q4) Write a critical note on the power of „executive order‟ of the President of the 

USA.  Examine why some of these orders are controversial. .............................................. 37 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 39 



Insights Secure Compilation – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                             UnderCover Group Page 5 
 

Q6) ” Universal Health Care (UHC) is a complex idea and contains several prerequisites 

that need to be carefully incorporated into its conceptualisation, design and 

implementation.” Critically examine these prerequisites. ................................................... 39 

22nd Nov 2014 ...................................................................................................................................... 40 

GS2-POLITY .................................................................................................................................... 40 

Q1) "The structure of the civil service, which is largely unchanged since Independence, 

might benefit from a greater focus on merit rather than seniority for promotions and 

incentives for good performance.” Critically comment. ...................................................... 40 

GS - II ............................................................................................................................................... 41 

Q2) Write a note on the issue of  RTI and application of its provisions to political parties 

in India. ........................................................................................................................................ 41 

GS1 ....................................................................................................................................................... 42 

Q3) Write a note on the contribution of popular cinema to the music of India. ................... 42 

GS2 ................................................................................................................................................... 42 

Q4) Critically comment on the immigration policy of USA and its effect on Indian 

immigrants. ................................................................................................................................. 42 

GS3(S&T) ......................................................................................................................................... 43 

Q5)- Write a critical note on „Oocyte cryopreservation‟ and issues related to it. .............. 43 

Q6) Write a critical note on the International Conference on Population and 

Development (ICPD) and India‟s compliance with IPCD‟s provisions. ............................ 44 

GS3 ................................................................................................................................................... 45 

Q7) Critically discuss various obstacles to greater cooperation and connectivity between 

SAARC countries with special emphasis on India‟s role. .................................................... 45 

TOPIC: IR (GS3).............................................................................................................................. 46 

Q8) Examine the highlights of recently signed framework agreement to strengthen 

defense and security cooperation between India and Australia. ........................................ 46 

 

 

  



Insights Secure Compilation – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                             UnderCover Group Page 6 
 

17TH Nov 2014 

GS3-ECONOMY 

Q1) What do you understand by Share round-tripping? An issue related to share round-

tripping was recently in news. Examine what it was about. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/petition-on-share-

round-tripping-lands-at-bombay-high-court-114111700032_1.html 

Ans: 

 Round-tripping is an unethical business practice in which a company sells it's 

unused assets, committing to buy them back at same price, during a specific period.  

 Thus there is no net profit, i.e. net income remains same but revenue and sales 

increase.  

 Share round tripping is when companies use foreign institutional investors' sub - 

accounts to channelize money into India to manipulate their stock prices.  

 As the numbers of transactions for a particular day increase, the stocks tend to 

register falls or gains as the case may be.  

 As per the root meaning of round tripping, it is tripping of money in a cycle from 

India (e.g. through Hawala) to the nations like Mauritius and then return of same 

money back through this channel. This artificially inflates revenue and volume but it 

does not add to profit. 

 There have been cases when ailing companies have raised money through ECBs and 

invested it back into their own stocks back home, via Mauritius route, to prevent 

futher plummeting of prices. 

 

Recently, a group of lawyers filed a petition in High Court against SEBI and Union of India : 

-> seeking an investigation into the share round tripping in UBS accounts, and 

-> to bring the matter into the notice of SIT on black money. 

 

Enforcement Directorate(ED) has been referred for the investigation of the matter: 

->to see if it violates the Money Laundering Act,2003 and  FEMA 1999 . 

->to check the names of the companies provided by UK's Financial Security Agency (FCA) 

whether their UBS sub accounts have been used for illegal purposes. 

 

The recent findings suggest that there are many lawyers to be exfoliated before the core to 

the black money is exposed. Such acts of vigilance and activism on part of common citizens 

are commendable and a welcome step. It shows the public interest & outrage over black 

money, and also strengthens the solidarity of PM's recent call of leaving no stone unturned 

to bring black money home. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/petition-on-share-round-tripping-lands-at-bombay-high-court-114111700032_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/petition-on-share-round-tripping-lands-at-bombay-high-court-114111700032_1.html
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GS - III 

Q2) Write a note on the Financial Sector Legislative Reforms Commission (FSLRC) 

Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/debashis-basu-a-swachh-

financial-sector-abhiyan-114111600840_1.html 

 

INTRO 

 Financial Sector Legislative Reforms Commission, constituted by the Ministry of 

Finance in March 2011 was chaired by Justice B.N. Sri Krishna.  

 

 The main aim of the commission is to suggest methods which can help the financial 

consumers from multiple grievance redressal mechanisms, synchronize the different 

regulatory structure in the country and also to minimize the overlapping 

components of different regulatory institutions. 

 

The major recommendations of the commission where: 

1. Setup a single super regulator the UFRA (Unified Financial Regulatory Agency) to take up 

the functions of SEBI, IRDA, FMC etc 

2. All consumer complaints to be dealt with by the FRA (Financial Redressal Agency) 

3. A single tribunal to hear all cases regarding the entire sector called the FSAT (Financial 

Sector Appellate Tribunal) 

4. Setup a new Monetary policy committee with government nominees 

 

The proposed horizontal structure has the following advantages: 

1. eliminates regulatory arbitrage 

2. prevents conflicts among regulators 

3. Separates the consumer complaints of a sector from the regulator, since in some cases the 

regulator is the root cause of the complaint 

 

There are however certain apprehensions about the implementation of the FSLRC 

recommendations such as: 

1. Lack of expertise in setting up super regulator 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/debashis-basu-a-swachh-financial-sector-abhiyan-114111600840_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/debashis-basu-a-swachh-financial-sector-abhiyan-114111600840_1.html
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2. Government exerting undue influence through FSDC and eroding the independence of 

regulators 

3. Diluting the powers of RBI in monetary policy where technical acumen is required. 

It is therefore imperative that a consensus is reached among the various stakeholders and 

policymakers along with a clear roadmap for implementation to ensure a much needed 

overhaul of the financial sector. 
 
Ans – 
Financial Sector Legislative Reforms Commission, constituted by the Ministry of Finance in 

March 2011 was chaired by Justice (Rtd.) Sri Krishna. It was set up to comprehensively 

review and redraw the legislations governing India‟s financial system. 

According to the FSLRC, the current regulatory architecture is fragmented and is fraught 

with regulatory gaps, overlaps, inconsistencies and arbitrage. To address this, it proposed a 

draft Indian Financial Code to replace the bulk of the existing financial laws. 

With respect to regulators, the draft Code seeks to move away from the current sector-wise 

regulation to a system where the RBI regulates the banking and payments system and a 

Unified Financial Regulatory Agency (UFRA) formed with regulators like SEBI, IRDA, 

PFRDA and FMC, to regulate the rest of the financial markets. Commission also proposed a 

Financial Redressal Agency (FRA) to hear all grievances of financial consumers. 

FSLRC is yet another UPA initiative that Modi is keen to adopt and implement. But before 

implementation a consensus is a must. Finally, India is probably the only country where 

Jewelers to manufacturing companies to builders can pick up money from the public 

without coming under any regulation. At the end of the day, financial consumers are in a 

mess. It is time for SWACHH FINANCIAL SECTOR ABHIYAN. 

 

GS3 

Q3) Critically examine the role that could be played by the Indian Diaspora in Indian 

government’s ‘Make in India’ initiative. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/modis-make-in-india-roadshow-

heads-to-sydney-today/article6606025.ece 

Ans: 

"Make in India", PM's call to entrepreneurs and industrialists to pick up manufacturing in 

India could well be answered by the Indian Diaspora but certainly there are issues to be 

looked at. 

Indian diaspora is well spread in UK US Canada. They can surely contribute with their 

resources like via FDI, expertise via technology transfer.  

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/modis-make-in-india-roadshow-heads-to-sydney-today/article6606025.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/modis-make-in-india-roadshow-heads-to-sydney-today/article6606025.ece
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Following issues need to be addressed first, 

1. Not a friendly business environment 

2. Numerous bureaucratic procedures and red tapism. 

3. Tough to get clearances (and that to too many) 

4. Local resistances (POSCO case) 

5. Ambiguity in reforms (if any eg The land Acquisition Bill) 

6. Weak infrastructure 

 

These issues have to be resolved. Transparency in procedures, cutting of red tapes, various 

incentives for investment should be the top priority. Japan has too promised investments 

provided these conditions are met.  

The idea should be to convert the existing lax atmosphere in India to be more competitive 

and pro-development. Improvement in infrastructure will also be a game-changer. & only 

then the Dream "Make in India" will be a reality. 

GS2 

Q4) What were the main features of the Cold War? Do you think, considering recent 

developments in Europe, the world would witness another Cold War? Comment 

Article:  http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/putins-walkout-may-strain-

ties/article6606022.ece 

Ans:  

Cold War is a term used to describe the relations between erstwhile USSR and USA in post-

world war II era, till the disintegration of USSR. Though there was not a direct hot blown 

war between the two superpowers, there were tensions in different parts of the world due to 

their indirect influence on smaller countries. 

Main features of Cold War: 

1. It was more of an ideological war between the USSR and USA, with communism and 

capitalism as a way to control their economy. 

2. There were block formation between countries of the West and the Eastern Europe, along 

with the newly independent countries of Asia and Africa. Pulls and pressure on other 

country to include in their respective blocks through financial and military aid. 

3. There was huge scale of arms proliferation by both the super powers in order to deter the 

other. 

4. Extremely volatile world peace which may turn hostile anytime. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/putins-walkout-may-strain-ties/article6606022.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/putins-walkout-may-strain-ties/article6606022.ece
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The Post Ukraine crisis period is described as neo cold war era where the unipolar world has 

entered into bipolar era. The rise of Russia and its coalition with CHINA is tending towards 

block formation with NATO on one side and SINO-RUSSIA on other. However, due to 

presence of countries like India and regional blocks like BRICS, ASEAN the possibility of 

full-fledged cold war doesn't seem imminent. In-fact, geopolitics like cold war is itself 

governed by geo-economics which requires mutual cooperation and collectivism. Further, 

common interest like containment of terrorism, extremism, nuclear proliferation, chemical 

wars etc. requires a symbiotic endeavours which may not escalate tension akin to cold war 

era. Hence, though on paper it seems possible but in reality it is a weak proposition. 

 

GS2 

Q5 - Examine the relationship between India and the European Union in the areas of 

environment, science and technology, and research. 

Main Article - http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/indiaeu-civil-nuclear-deal-likely-

in-a-year/article6606024.ece 

Main Points:  

EU And Environment: The EU is a leader in global efforts to protect the environment. The 

EU, for instance, is one of the initiators of the United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP) creating a strategic approach to the international management of chemicals. The EU 

is a signatory and active participant in the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change, which 

entered into force in February 2005. Moreover, the EU is party to a number of international 

agreements and partnerships, including the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

and the UN Montreal Protocol on Ozone Depletion. 

Further Reference : http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-10-265_en.htm?locale=en 

http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/india/eu_india/political_relations/index_en.htm 

Ans - India has long term relation with European Union since 1960s, and is further 

committed to enhance relation between two in other spheres apart from their trade relation, 

in the areas of environment, science and technology and research etc. 

In the areas of ENVIRONMENT 

European Union plays a vital role in environment policy making. With an objective to 

adhere the sustainable growth EU‟s are always supporting India and has built a mutual 

understanding on global environmental issues, via which it aims at enhanced capacity of 

Indian authorities to create an enabling environment promoting renewable energy and 

energy efficiency, increased penetration of renewable energies and improved use of clean 

technologies and energy efficiency, enhanced human capacity and new employment 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/indiaeu-civil-nuclear-deal-likely-in-a-year/article6606024.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/indiaeu-civil-nuclear-deal-likely-in-a-year/article6606024.ece
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-10-265_en.htm?locale=en
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/india/eu_india/political_relations/index_en.htm
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opportunities  through the transfer of the required skills and technical know-how for the use 

and development of clean technology in the local context and increased awareness among 

public and private actors and the public at large on environmentally friendly development 

activities. 

In the areas of SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

With reference to science and technology, India has become the fourth largest international 

partner for the EU under framework program for science and technology cooperation and 

also became full partner in the International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor nuclear 

fusion project. Both sides agreed to explore bilateral cooperation on space policies and 

programmes including global satellite navigation. And other most important collaboration is 

the establishment of joint nodes for networking innovations systems in order to promote 

science and technology. 

In the areas of RESEARCH 

Further, they agreed to promote research and innovation which leads to the participation of 

Indian universities, research centre and companies in the EU framework programmes. 

GS2 

Q7) Critically discuss the importance of the office of the Leader of Opposition in Lok 

Sabha. 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/gap-in-cbi-chief-search-

process/article6606031.ece 

Ans: 

Role of LoOP 

● To understand why a LoOP is necessary, we have to understand his/her role in our 

Parliamentary Democracy. At the very basic level, the LoOP is accorded the rank of a 

Cabinet Minister with attending perks and salaries. He is given an office in 

parliament house with full-fledged secretariat and staff. He is accorded protocol, gets 

preferred seating and gets escorting privileges during ceremonial occasions. 

● The government is also mandatorily required to take the opinion of the LoOP for 

naming key appointments like in the National Human Rights Commission(NHRC), 

Central Vigilance Commission(CVC),Central Information Commissioner(CIC), The CBI 

Director and The Lokpal. There are also various House panels that require to be 

represented by the LoOP.  

 

Importance 

● A democracy functions through consensus. There are several rules and procedures 

that require the ruling party to consult the opposition so that the time of the house is 

optimally utilized. Hence, it is necessary to have an opposition to the ruling party. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/gap-in-cbi-chief-search-process/article6606031.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/gap-in-cbi-chief-search-process/article6606031.ece
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● Current provision requires a party to have at least ten percent of the total strength of the 

Lok Sabha for its leader to be so recognized is undemocratic, because it may happen, 

as it has happened in the 16th Lok Sabha, that no opposition party gets 10 percent of 

the seats. This does not mean the opposition view should not be heard and they 

cannot have a leader. After all, the ruling party gets the votes of only 30 to 45 percent 

of the electorate. The combined opposition gets more votes. 

● In Great Britain, whose Westminster parliamentary system we follow in India, the 

leader of the party with the highest number of MP‟s after the ruling party is 

recognized as the LoOP. This can be followed in India too. 

● Parliamentary democracy will suffer in absence of LoOP. 

● A powerful opposition is necessary to check the power of the ruling party as dissent 

is extremely important for mature democracies to function properly. 

Read it: 

http://mrunal.org/2014/10/parliament-leader-of-opposition-lok-sabha-55-seats-

appointment-congress-speaker.html 

 

TOPIC: ECONOMY 

Q8) In India, few states have tried to replicate Singapore Model of growth(it should be 

housing) either in their capital cities or in some major cities. Examine the main features 

of this Singapore Model and critically comment if this model is suitable to Indian cities. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/naidu-eyes-singapore-

housing-model/article6606042.ece 

Ans: 

With the government focusing on developing 100 smart cities to match the immediate need 

of urbanization, Singapore housing model is an example for sustainable development. The 

main features of this model are: 

a) Affordable housing: For low and middle income groups it makes easy to own a house 

through financing of loans. With sense of ownership this adds value, care to the property. 

b) Environment Friendly:Proper waste disposals system and watermanagement makes this 

environment friendly. Low garbage and less carbon footprints are ideal for sustainability. 

Singapore model is an example for water recycling and harvesting. 

c) ICT: The cities areconnected through Information and Communication Technologyand it 

brings ease to the life of the people through quick access to the needs. 

d) Public Transport: Transport infrastructure meets the need of the city and with automatic 

traffic mobility andPublic transport is favored through heavy taxation to private vehicles. 

http://mrunal.org/2014/10/parliament-leader-of-opposition-lok-sabha-55-seats-appointment-congress-speaker.html
http://mrunal.org/2014/10/parliament-leader-of-opposition-lok-sabha-55-seats-appointment-congress-speaker.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/naidu-eyes-singapore-housing-model/article6606042.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/naidu-eyes-singapore-housing-model/article6606042.ece
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e) Disaster Preparedness:the buildings adhere to stringent safety standards and equipped to 

protect lives during accidents. 

The model is suitable for implementation in India because: 

 The government aims to build 100 smart cities and upgrade infrastructure in existing 

urban areas to meet the future needs and help Make-in-India program. 

 Port cities need to be developed with the aspiring Sagarmala Project in mind. The 

existing capital cities require immediate intervention for overall development. 

 To meet global environmental standards in the future sustainability has to be promoted 

immediately. 

 The rising urban population is in dire need of proper housing with affordable financing. 

To restrict the slums and thus prevent ghettoing housing needs encouragement.  

 With rising cases of natural disasters the government should plan the cities to meet the 

difficulties. 

 To prevent future transportation problems cities need proper planning and thus reduce 

the cost of re-engineering. 

 

GS2 

Q9) Critically analyse why the Islamic State is attracting large number of recruits from 

parts of Africa and Asia. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/continent-of-the-
islamic-state/article6606004.ece 
 
Ans: 

Islamic State of Iraq & Syria is a terrorist group who claims to be fighting for Islam in the 
name of Jihad. 

Their strategy: 
They have been successfully able to brainwash people mostly young about their ideology & 
are using religion in a negative manner thus creating a large set of army for their cause. 

How they recruited people from Africa & Asia? 
There are a few reasons to it- 

1) Illiteracy- As education is a major factor for a person to think rationally, these areas lag 
behind in education. Thus the terrorists are able to brainwash them through certain religious 
knowledge whereas on the other hand an educated person after researching on that 
knowledge would find a totally different meaning. 

2) Past Oppression- To take past revenge which took place in different ways & reasons such 
as religion or ethnicity etc. these groups use the factor of unity & attract large no. of people. 
They're able to do so as these people are highly emotional and see these organisations as a 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/continent-of-the-islamic-state/article6606004.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/continent-of-the-islamic-state/article6606004.ece
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unity group & a way they can take their past revenge. Again are brainwashed by the group 
leaders. 

3) No justice- When people see no justice coming from their current leaders, they look out 
for someone else & find these organisations waiting for them. 

How to remove it then? 
1) ISIS (Islamic State should be a name for something pious) can be stopped only when 
people are made aware about their real strategy. Scholars have refused to use the word 
Islamic state & instead use ISIS as they have claimed that the group has no connection to the 
religion. This awareness is really important. 
2) Education level should be uplifted. 

Only then these organisations will stop emerging & use innocent pious people for their so 
called cause, Jihad a pious word which should stay pious instead of being connected to 
organisations like these 

 
 
 

GS3 

Q10) “The decline in oil prices has serious economic and political implications for 

producer countries experiencing domestic turmoil, such as Iraq, Libya and Yemen” 

Examine. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/gulf-stability-and-the-
oil-supply-scenario/article6605999.ece 
Ans: 
Oil prices have governed international politics and economics for more than 5 decades, 
however their decline which is attributed to shale boom in America, decreased demand due 
to slowdown and recession, sub prime crisis of 2008 etc have several implication on oil 
producing nations. 

1. Decreased income will lead to spurt in economic problems like 
a. Reduced net disposable income in the hands of people 
b. Increased unemployment 
c. Decrease in forex reserves 
d. Reduced investment and savings hence gross capital formation which have rippling 
effects on economic growth and human development. 
d. In extreme case complete collapse of economy. 

2. Politically & socially it will 
a. Create Instability 
b. Rise of fundamentalism and extremism like ISIS 
c. Marginalization of weak and poor minorities in respective countries. 
d. possibility of revolution akin to Jasmine revolution 2011 

A decline in oil prices is always welcomed in energy deficit countries like India but it 
severely impacts the economy and the life of the people living in oil exporting countries. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/gulf-stability-and-the-oil-supply-scenario/article6605999.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/gulf-stability-and-the-oil-supply-scenario/article6605999.ece
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Middle East region is already a destabilised area and this decline will add fuel to the fire by 
further destabilising it. An efficient and timely solution is thus the need of the hour now. 

 

18th Nov 2014 

GS3-ECONOMY 

Q1) It is argued that India needs to either increase or convert existing diesel-based 

power plants into LNG-based ones. Examine why. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/vinayak-chatterjee-

time-to-step-on-the-gas-for-effective-power-generation-114111701669_1.html 

Ans: 

Diesel used in captive industry, non-industry (household & Agriculture) and telecom towers 

has increased tremendously made it as a primary fuel due to the increased demand for 

power. The diesel usage in power generation is not healthy for economy and has some 

disadvantages which can be overcome by LNG based power generation. 

ADVANTAGES OF LNG OVER DIESEL: 

a) The power generation cost is higher compared to the LNG based plants benefiting end 

user and reducing import costs of diesel 

b) The emissions of diesel is larger than LNG which is green and can be used at any 

time reducing our present emissions. 

c) Many LNG based plants are idle or underutilized increasing NPA. If the LNG power 

production is given importance it eases the NPA thus public money can be utilized 

efficiently. 

d) LNG is eco friendly, due to its less impact on environment and save climate from changes 

like global warming, glacier melting etc 

e) De-regulation of prices on part of diesel recently will impact the cost of production of 

power and inturn the financial stability of the economy if the international prices are on 

surge. 

f) With growing demand of energy, diesel based power plants need more oil imports, which 

increases the Current Account Deficit. Further the TAPI and IPI lines for gas to India may 

reduce the costs of LNG prices in the near future making it more flexible. 

 

Challenges in LNG: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/vinayak-chatterjee-time-to-step-on-the-gas-for-effective-power-generation-114111701669_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/vinayak-chatterjee-time-to-step-on-the-gas-for-effective-power-generation-114111701669_1.html
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a) Linkage transmission & open access may pose problem which can be solved by 

a suitable regulatory framework in connecting the producers, transmitters and 

consumers. 

b) The operational feasibility problem can be overcome by feeder segregation and clubbing 

the lesser load centre or by increasing the threshold limit. 

Recent government assurance on gas price pooling and other policy support the LPG power 

generation benefits the economy and environment. 

 

GS- III 

Q2) An experts’ panel, headed by Vijay C Kelkar recently made recommendations on 

petroleum reforms. Write a note on important recommendations of the panel. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/kelkar-panel-
favors-psc-regime-and-waiving-of-import-duty-on-lng-114111701026_1.html 
 

Ans – 

Expert panel on petroleum reforms headed by Mr Vijay Kelkar has recommended adoption 

of Production sharing model(PSC), in contrast to Mr Rangrajan's Revenue sharing Model( 

RSC) citing reasons of risk misalignment leading to reduced production, reduced 

exploration efforts and increasing contract instability due to political economic factors. 

Major recommendation put forth by he committee are: 

1.Implement PSC with modified contract administration or PSC with biddable super-normal 

profits tax. 

2. equity participation of foreign firms in nomination fields 

3. Avoid retrospective changes to ensure investor confidence. 

4. Encourage coal gasification and shale gas production. 

5. Develop petroleum clusters of oilfield service providers on the east and west coasts 

6. Allow market-linked gas pricing. 

CAG has criticized this approach saying this encourages company to unnecessarily raising 

their capital expenditure. One recommendations of market based pricing of gas being 

implemented by the government (petroleum ministry raised the gas price to $5.61 a unit). 
 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/kelkar-panel-favors-psc-regime-and-waiving-of-import-duty-on-lng-114111701026_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/kelkar-panel-favors-psc-regime-and-waiving-of-import-duty-on-lng-114111701026_1.html
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GS2 

Q3) Write a note on India related highlights of the United Nations Population Fund’s 

(UNFPA) State of the World’s Population Report-2014. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/more-youth-in-india-

than-rest-of-the-world-un-report/article6609811.ece 

Ans: 

India, the second largest populated country in the world, is at present home to world's 

highest number of youths aged between 10-24. This was stated by the UNFPA‟s State of the 

World's Population Report-2014. Let us see about the highlights of the report in detail: 

Education and employment: 
-It is said that, to realize an effective "demographic dividend" out of the current situation, 
India must shape its policies and investments in concerns of its youth for rapid economic 
growth and stability. 
-India's young population lack skills as the higher education enrolment rate is less (20 per 
cent) and also the quality of education delivered is unstable. 
-This hinders the opportunity for the youth as well as the nation to bring out an advanced 
state of development both economically and technically. 

Other challenges: 
-To tap the best out of this population, India must focus on solving various human rights 
problems on youth regarding life, liberty, security, health, information, expression, 
association, freedom from degrading treatment or punishment (including sexual violence) 
and consent to marriage (including child marriage). 
-These obstacles are mostly seen in rural areas though these rights are already embodied in 
national laws and international treaties. 

Role in environmental sustainability: 
-According to the report, youth of India has a significant role on contributing towards 
environmental sustainability and hence the government must continue to inculcate the 
needs for environmental balance through its policies. 

 

GS2 

Q4) “In spite of six decades of counterinsurgency, insurgencies in India have 
thrived.” Critically comment on the reasons. 
 
Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-soldier-as-state-
actor/article6609773.ece 
 
Ans: 
The history of counter insurgency efforts in India show a worrying trend of temporary 
solutions being applied unsuccessfully in place of viable long term solutions. This lack of a 
long term vision in arriving at an inclusive permanent settlement has led to men and 
resources being continuously deployed to conflict ridden areas only to maintain the status 
quo without much improvement in the security situation. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/more-youth-in-india-than-rest-of-the-world-un-report/article6609811.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/more-youth-in-india-than-rest-of-the-world-un-report/article6609811.ece
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The major factors leading to this state of affairs are: 

1. Counter Insurgency Strategy: There is a lack of inclusiveness leading to the local 
population living in a climate of fear without avenues for free expression. There is also a 
lack of developmental approach to tackle the core issues. There should be a switch over to a 
WHAM (Winning Hearts and Minds) approach 

2. Laws: Laws like AFSPA which promote impunity leads to alienation of the local 
population 

3. Governance: The governance in conflict ridden areas has become secondary to the counter 
insurgency efforts. This is called 'garrison governance' 

4. Institutional factors: The lack of adequate manpower in the initial stages of counter 
insurgency led to the deployment of the millitary and this system has become 
institutionalised due to convenience and it prevents a permanent political solution from 
being reached. 

It is therefore necessary to evolve a new counter insurgency doctrine to win over the people 
and seek a political settlement to issues leveraging technology, psychological operation, 
political persuasion and conflict resolution. 
 

GS2 

Q5) “Kashmir is India’s greatest moral and political failure.” Critically comment. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/military-justice-in-a-

political-season/article6609776.ece 

Ans: 

A Govt. should fulfil the aspirations of a society and should create conditions for a just 
society. With the same perspective, Kashmir enjoys temporary and transitional special 
provisions under Art.370 aimed at giving it a special autonomous status. 

But, the Govt. at many occasions, has failed to create a truly welfare state in Kashmir. 

Moral and political failure: 
- Over-emphasis on Militarization 
- Innumerable cases of army atrocities, cover ups and failure to prosecute 
- Obsolete and arbitrary military justice system 
- Denial of democratic rights 
- Inability to curtail and counter separatist elements which plays a role in influencing the 
youths through ideological means 
- Manipulation of elections to favor the Central 
- Lack of job opportunities and development for the youths 

Other factors: 
- Pakistan‟s proxy war and collusion with terrorists 
- Ceding of territory to China by Pakistan  
- Ideological conflict in the region 
- Lack of political will in the region itself 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/military-justice-in-a-political-season/article6609776.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/military-justice-in-a-political-season/article6609776.ece


Insights Secure Compilation – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                             UnderCover Group Page 19 
 

Way forward: 
- Youths of the region must be the focus: Skill development initiatives as a prelude to 
creation of jobs. Counter armed struggles through vision and reality of development and job 
opportunities for the youths, possible through determined and decisive central and state 
leaderships 
- Policy to shape public opinion suitably by building consensus with political establishments 
and carrying out effective groundwork 
- Repeal of draconian law AFSPA 
- Reduce visibility of security forces and shifting to LoC 
- Dealing previous cases of human rights violation expeditiously and letting it out know to 
public, the action taken 
- Improve MSEs in field of handicrafts, horticulture, sericulture etc 
- Setting up of industries accompanied by tax holidays and lease of land by the state 
- Renew reconciliation and focus on bridging psychological and emotional disconnect 

 

GS2 

Q6) Critically comment on India’s population control strategy and methods. 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/revisiting-an-

outrage/99/ 

Ans: 

India today boasts of a demographic dividend and aims to leverage the youth advantage, as 
highlighted in the UNFPA report. Yet the population control strategy is still anachronistic 
with control methods. Some lacunae in the strategy and methods are 

- Despite several methods for temporary and permanent contraception present for both men 
and women, there is an emphasis on female sterilization. Informed by a perception of 
women being easy targets and a need for long rest after which may lead to loss of wages for 
men 
- No knowledge of vasectomy for men actually being easier, quick recovery, no male 
counsellors equivalent of ASHA 
- National Policy bemoans the target based approach, along with a performance based 
incentive structure for health workers, which discourages them from educating people 
about different choices and rather meeting quantitative targets 
- This approach leads to neglect of basic health services while performing surgeries and 
gross violations of minimum standards eg. 30 operations in a day under two doctors 

India's birth rate has declined over the years from 5.7 children/woman to 2.7 and nearing 
replacement rates. There is bound to be a demographic momentum, however there is no 
need to control birth in this manner.  

Rather to educate people about different spacing methods and then to make those services 
easily available. It should be the moral responsibility of policy makers to make amends to 
this strategy. Besides the response to sterilization approach after the Chhattisgarh tragedy is 
bound to fall in this age of media activism. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/revisiting-an-outrage/99/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/revisiting-an-outrage/99/
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GS2 

Q7) “Many Indian thinkers are coming to realise that using the idea of strategic autonomy 

as an excuse to avoid building connections with others is a mistake.” Analyse why. 

Main Article: 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/end-of-strategic-autonomy/99/ 

Ans: 

● The idea of strategic autonomy was taken up by India during cold war that sought to 

divide the world between two blocks but with the breakup of Soviet Union also came 

an end for closed economic system and principle of self reliance.The world was 

moving toward interconnectedness while India's progress was stunted due to 

“Strategic Autonomy”. 

● Since the end of the Cold War, we have seen big changes in the way India looks at 

the world. For one thing, India realised that its quest for “Economic Autarchy” had 

been a mistake. 

What suffered? 

● Economic Growth-India discouraged foreign trade and investment in an attempt to 

become “self-reliant”. But policies that sounded desirable only led to economic 

stagnation and caused India to be less powerful, not more. In contrast, many 

countries in East Asia connected themselves deeply into the global system(ASEAN), 

which helped them develop their economies and strengthen their national power.  

● Negotiating Power-Many nations, large and small, now use strategic 

interconnectedness to leverage their power and punch above their weight. This 

reflects a world in which few countries achieve much by themselves in the 

international arena. The new norm is of ad hoc coalitions of states that come together 

to address a particular problem or achieve a specific objective. And in these 

coalitions, the countries that will wield the greatest influence are those that have the 

fewest inhibitions in working with others. 

Way Forward 

● In the future, a nation‟s power will be increasingly measured by its ability to mould, 

join and sometimes lead international coalitions to respond to unpredictable events 

and crises. But it requires considerable organisational and political flexibility and, 

most of all, close strategic relationships with a range of partners that have worked 

together in the past and know that they will work together in future. This capability 

will be of critical importance to India as it aspires to build its power and influence 

throughout the region.  

● India is now cautiously exploring greater security and defence links with new Indo-

Pacific partners, such as Japan, Vietnam and Australia. 

● In International Affairs, reality often has a way of overtaking outdated ideas. Many 

Indian thinkers are coming to realise that using the idea of strategic autonomy as an 

excuse to avoid building connections with others is a mistake. In fact, just as 

economic interdependence actually enhances a nation‟s economic power, strategic 

interconnectedness enhances its military power.Former Defence Minister Arun 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/end-of-strategic-autonomy/99/
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Jaitley‟s recent decision to revitalise India‟s military by encouraging foreign suppliers 

to partner with Indian companies and make their products here is a good example of 

this. 

● India needs to use strategic interconnectedness as a way strengthening its national 

power and its Sovereignty. 

 

19TH Nov 2014 

GS2-IR 

Q1) Critically examine how the defence ties between India and Australia have evolved 

during last four decades. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-and-

australia-inch-closer-on-defence-ties-114111900004_1.html 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/new-clarity-to-ties-with-

australia/article6612958.ece 

Ans: 

India and Australia being estranged by an oceanic barrier but possess scores of geographical 

and cultural connections via the fabrics formed by meticulous mixing of the threads such as 

monsoon, cricket et al. But it is in the sphere of the defence ties that India and Australia are 

trying hard to materialize and metamorphose it to provide a shape which can suit both 

party. 

The evolution of defence ties b/w India and Australia can be broken up into 3 phase as 

follows: 

The Initial years: 

>Australia was skeptical towards India because of latter‟s closeness with soviet and soviet 

urge to domiante the Indian ocean space and hence the defence ties was quite absent during 

initial years. 

The Middle years: 

1.Trilateral group consisting of Australia, Japan and USA acquainted with other smaller 

south east nations were in need of another major player to fortify themselves to counter 

Chinese vision to control the Indian ocean space. Thus the defence ties b/w India and 

Australia specifically in Naval context starts taking shape. 

The later and contemporary years: 

 

The indo-Aus defence ties in its final phase underwent holistic consolidation when the 

coordination in every arm i.e air force, army and navy start taking place and in near future 

India can also be included in Australia group(non proliferation group) thereby providing an 

ample space for India to maneuver it's civil nuclear segment. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-and-australia-inch-closer-on-defence-ties-114111900004_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-and-australia-inch-closer-on-defence-ties-114111900004_1.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/new-clarity-to-ties-with-australia/article6612958.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/new-clarity-to-ties-with-australia/article6612958.ece
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The bilateral relations are now aimed to reach peaks with both the countries trying to 

deepen their efforts in the following way: 

a) Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Cooperation proves to be a forum of 

technology transfer and would facilitate the need for building cooperation in defense 

·  

b)The decision taken during the visit of Australian PM to India to conduct the first bilateral 

naval exercise in 2015.  

c) The new “framework for security cooperation” in defense, counter terrorism, cyber 

security and maritime security announced during the visit of Indian PM to Brisbane. 

Suggestions: 

MARITIME PIRACY: In coming years, India and Australia should shoulder an increasing 

burden of responsibilities for Indian Ocean maritime security in relation to piracy, maritime 

terrorism, smuggling, people trafficking, and illegal fishing. 

DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY COOPERATION: Direct cooperation between the government 

defence research organisations, India‟s Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO) and Australia‟s Defence Science and Technology Organisation (DSTO) is another 

opportunity. 

HUMANITARIAN AND DISASTER RELIEF/SEARCH AND RESCUE Australia and 

India co-operation in the Tsunami effected areas was effective in proving a point of 

cooperation with other maritime democracies in the Indo-pacific. Cooperation between 

India and Australia in disaster relief could yield considerable benefits for relatively little 

cost. 

PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE CONSULTATIONS AND EXCHANGES: The development of 

personal relationships and experiences of policy-makers, military officers,and civilians in the 

security community can provide sorely needed glue in the bilateral relationship. 

At last it is quite evident from the P.M's recent Australia visit that now there is hardly any 

space for disconsonance and anonymity as far as indo Australia relation is concerned 

specially on defence front. Now it is a new begining of a new era where Australia and India 

will share a common platform with utmost convergence of their defence interests. 

GS - III 

Q2) Though India is regarded as a software giant, the big void has been its absence from 

the space of software products – those over which you own intellectual property rights. Is 

this trend changing? Examine. 

Main Article : http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/subir-roy-indian-
software-products-arrive-114111801467_1.html 
 

Ans – 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/subir-roy-indian-software-products-arrive-114111801467_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/subir-roy-indian-software-products-arrive-114111801467_1.html
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India‟s fast growing software industry is mostly restricted to service delivery (low value 

added) and the transformation has happened in a smaller scale yet in a significant step 

towards product development which is vital for value addition and to improve our 

competitiveness. 

IN STAGE OF TRANSFORMATION 

a) Even large IT services firms are looking for product development to increase their growth 

rates and to sustain competitiveness where high quality labour are larger in India. 

b) Growing financial and capital markets with other govt focus on manufacturing improve 

the domestic market. 

c) Larger companies acquire smaller companies where the innovation is widened by their 

huge investments and best management practices. 

d) Indian Diaspora with other venture funding also make the picture attractive for 

integration of global markets in product development. 

e) Government efforts on strengthening IPR, privacy laws with other incentives lessen the 

worry on data security of IT companies necessary for product development. 

With local capability improvement together with value addition and other government 

support the transformation are promising to improve our software industry as an 

innovation hub of the world. 
 

Ans – 

India's IT sector has been primarily focussed on providing service to other companies of the 

software sector. Product companies like Facebook, Microsoft, IBM, Watsapp, etc have been 

rare. 

The current model has to provide cheap service to gain revenue, it has not created any 

intellectual property rights, which will increase revnue with less input in long run. As 

producing new products involves risk of failure, these companies have taken safe route to be 

in buisiness. Though it has increased revenue, it has not been able to increase revenue per 

employee. 

But, this seems to change in coming time as new Indian software entrepreneurs arrive at the 

stage. A few individuals have started producing softwares. A few examples include Garuda 

which is a sms based service to provide help to women in distress, viper which is a mobile 

software for instant chatting, etc. Also, the most innovative application from Asia award has 

been won by an Indian for his software which provides service to sell agricultural products 

right from the cellphone and has already changed many lives. 
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But, a few setbacks are yet to overcome. As, producing new software and company requires 

capital and the chances of sucess is less, investment is risky and angel investors are not so 

forthcoming. Also, the safe mentality to join a company rather than to take risk to be an 

entreprenur is quite less in India. To over come these difficulties there needs to be an effort 

from the govt and the private industry to provide investment and support to the upcoming 

entrepreneurs. 

Product service softwares to which intellectual property rights are owned in country whill 

help boost the GDP and bring in foriegn reserve and will help develop an environment 

where entrepreneurship will thrive while at the same time decrease the brain drain. 
 

Q3) Write a note on the important revelations made by Global Terrorism Index-2014 

released by non-profit Institute for Economics and Peace located in Australia. 

Main Article: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/19/world/europe/deaths-linked-to-

terrorism-are-up-60-percent-study-

finds.html?emc=edit_ae_20141118&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0 

Ans: 

Global terrorism index (GTI) is prepared by an independent think tank to analyze the 
impact of terrorism in 162 countries by examining the social, political and economic reasons. 
Four factors are considered for measuring the GTI like the number of terrorist incidents, the 
number of deaths, number of casualties and the level of property damage. 

Important revelations of GTI 2014: 

Reasons: A weak political system and a lack of legitimacy together with group grievances 
are identified as more influential than economic reasons for terrorism. Other reasons include 
extremist ideologies or external repression. 

Mapping of terrorist activity: More than 80% of the terrorist deaths occur in Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Syria, Nigeria and Syria and the major terrorist organizations responsible for these 
deaths are ISIS, Boko Haram, Taliban and al-Qaeda. It also identifies the future risk of 
terrorist activity in 13 countries like Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
Iran, Israel etc. 

Correlation: Increased terrorism leads government to implement authoritarian acts or illegal 
acts like state violence to counter it but the state repression results in growth of terrorism as 
retaliation thus making it as a vicious cycle. 

Steps needed: Good governance with inclusive policies, Political settlements together with 
legal and judicial responses and inclusive public debates for targeted policy making 
suggested. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/19/world/europe/deaths-linked-to-terrorism-are-up-60-percent-study-finds.html?emc=edit_ae_20141118&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/19/world/europe/deaths-linked-to-terrorism-are-up-60-percent-study-finds.html?emc=edit_ae_20141118&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/19/world/europe/deaths-linked-to-terrorism-are-up-60-percent-study-finds.html?emc=edit_ae_20141118&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
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GS2 

Q4) Write a note on the KisanVikasPatra investment scheme. 

Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/kisan-vikas-patra-

relaunched/article6612997.ece 

Ans: 

The government has relaunched the erstwhile popular small savings instrument 

KisanVikasPatra (KVP) to encourage people to save more and keep them off fraudulent 

schemes. Following are its main features-- 

1) The amount invested in KisanVikasPatra would get doubled in 100 months. This means 

KVPs would be giving a return of 8.7 per cent annually. This is in line with 8.70 per cent per 

annum interest rate offered by another popular savings instrument public provident fund 

(PPF). 

2) However, investors would not get any tax benefit for their investment in KisanVikasPatra 

unlike in PPF. 

3) The KisanVikasPatra certificates would be available in the denominations of Rs 1,000, 

5,000, 10,000 and 50,000 and there is no upper limit on investment in KVPs. 

4) KisanVikasPatra certificates can be encashed after a lock-in period of 30 months . 

Thereafter, investors can withdraw in any block of six months. 

5) KisanVikasPatra certificates can be issued in single or joint names and can be transferred 

from one person to any other person/persons, multiple times. 

6) The facility of transfer from one post office to another anywhere in India and of 

nomination will be available. 

7) KisanVikasPatra certificates can also be pledged as security to avail loans from the banks. 

8) Initially, the KisanVikasPatra certificates will be sold through post offices, but later on 

they will be made available to the through designated branches of nationalised banks. 
 

IMPACTS ON ECONOMY : 

1. This will help in participation of middle income groups in growth of economy. More 

investment will help in more govt expenditure and high growth GDP. 

2. Post office will provide bonds, which can be used as security to avail loans from banks. 

3. Govt. can utilize more money in public sectors like health, education etc. 

4. Better expenditure in infrastructure. 

IMPACTS ON SOCIETY: 

1. This prevents middle class peoples to invest in ponzi schemes. 

2. Better expenditure in public sector, eg health, education will improve India's HDI and this 

will help in human development. India is at position 166 in terms of HDI. So we need more 

expenditure in public sector. 

3. Participation of low income group will also help in poverty alleviation. 
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GS2 

Q5) - Critically examine how much has India succeeded in fulfilling the goals of the 

Beijing platform for action. 

Main Article - http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-replaces-caste-

with-social-origin-in-draft-text/article6612996.ece 

Main Points - The Platform for Action is an agenda for women's empowerment. It aims at 

accelerating the implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the 

Advancement of Women and at removing all the obstacles to women's active participation 

in all spheres of public and private life through a full and equal share in economic, social, 

cultural and political decision-making.  

This means that the principle of shared power and responsibility should be established 

between women and men at home, in the workplace and in the wider national and 

international communities. 

 Equality between women and men is a matter of human rights and a condition for social 

justice and is also a necessary and fundamental prerequisite for equality, development and 

peace. A transformed partnership based on equality between women and men is a condition 

for people-centred sustainable development.  

A sustained and long-term commitment is essential, so that women and men can work 

together for themselves, for their children and for society to meet the challenges of the 

twenty-first century. (Please refer to WIKI) 

Ans 

The Platform for Action is an agenda for women's empowerment. It aims at accelerating the 

implementation of aims for removing all the obstacles to women's active participation in all 

spheres of public and private life through a full and equal share in economic, social, cultural 

and political decision-making. The 12 critical areas of concern are as follows: 

1. Woman and poverty  

2. Education and Training of Women  

3. Women and Health  

4. Violence against Women  

5. Women and Arm Conflict  

6. Women and the Economy  

7.  Women in Power and Decision making  

8. Institutional Mechanism for Advancement of Women  

9. Human Rights of Women  

10. Women and Media  

11. Women and Environment 

12. The Girl Child 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-replaces-caste-with-social-origin-in-draft-text/article6612996.ece
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Considering  India's performance on above designated platform it can be said that the first 

four platforms are yet to achieve substantial progress. The participation of women in 

education is very less which them economically dependent. Women health if compared to 

other countries is still lagging behind with high MMR and over 55% of women suffering 

from anaemia. Moreover, girl child is more malnourished than boys. Violence against 

women is increasing day by day, delayed justice, rapes, sexual harassment, domestic 

violence and all other forms of tortures against women is making their status in society even 

more menial.  

To some extent India has achieved substantial development in political empowerment of 

women but their voice is only confined to local level governance. Their demand to 33 

percent reservation in national politics is still unheard. Sex ratio in India is still skewed in a 

shameful manner. To sum up, India is yet to achieve its desired outcome as per statutory 

rights given to women and to create pro-women society. 

 

Q6) According to a survey, in India an estimated 60.41 lakh children in the age group of 

6-13 are out of school. Comment on the reasons 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/getting-them-back-to-

school/article6612959.ece 

Ans: 

Children have the right to go to school for free, to play and to have an equal chance to 
develop oneself and to learn to be responsible and useful. This is the basic right every child. 
Despite this the percentage of school dropouts is on rise. This can be attributed to several 
factors: 

1. Poverty: The issue of Poverty pushing the children to work in factories, mines etc., 

2. Lack of creativity: The education system is not creative enough to retain children causing 
academic disinterest. 

3. Lack of accessibility: The accessibility of schools especially in remote areas makes school 
going a tedious process. 

4. Social stratification: The stratification of society on the basis of caste, gender keeps 
education a far cry for the disadvantaged sections. 

5. Inadequate infrastructure: Poor infrastructural facilities such as lack of proper sanitation 
compelling girls to dropout from schools post puberty. Absence of teacher and poor 
student- teacher ratio makes the education receiving process intermittent 

6. Girl as a liability: The patriarchal mindset of non provision of education to a girl as she 
departs to other family post marriage. 

7. Child labour: Due to high wages for labourers, the rural and traditional community prefer 
to retain their own children as a complement to their work. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/getting-them-back-to-school/article6612959.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/getting-them-back-to-school/article6612959.ece
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Education is a panacea to escape from vicious circle into virtual circle. Thus it is the duty of 
every parent to ensure that their ward completes the full cycle of education. 

 

Q7) Critically analyse the strategic importance of having cordial and close relationship 

with Fiji for India. 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/countering-another-string-of-

pearls/article6612963.ece 

Ans: 

Historical Perspective 

● India‟s links with Fiji commenced in 1879 when Indian laborers were brought here 

under indenture system to work on sugarcane plantations. Between 1879 and 1916 

around 60,000 Indians were brought to Fiji. 

● Prior to Fiji‟s independence in 1970, India had a Commissioner since 1948 to look 

after the interests of people of Indian origin. The Commissioner‟s post was upgraded 

to that of High Commissioner after independence. 

Strategic Importance 

             Door to South Pacific Region 

● Fiji located in South Pacific Ocean which has influential population of Indian Origin 

can provide much needed Indian presence in the region. India‟s cordial relationship 

with Fiji can be capitalized upon to have influence on other Island State.  

             China Factor 

● India is certainly at an advantage in its bid to retain influence in the region, even as 

China is making sustained efforts to woo Fiji and the other islands in the South 

Pacific. In fact, India had no competitors in Fiji, as Pakistan had no presence and 

China had maintained only a token presence in the island country.  

● China was focussed on seeking recognition from the islands, many of which had 

diplomatic relations with Taiwan. Having won that battle after many of them 

adopted the „One China‟ policy, China has proceeded to befriend them with trade 

and economic linkages. The Chinese now have a firm foothold in the South Pacific, 

but with the kind of soft power it enjoys in the region, India can resist the expansion 

of Chinese influence in the South Pacific. 

● Unlike Japan and Vietnam, Australia has no major problems with China, and their 

commercial and economic relations are significant. This is a factor which will have an 

impact on the attitude of the South Pacific towards China. But the human rights 

violations in China, which Australia resents, must be a concern for the smaller state 

too. The only factor that weighs in favour of China in the region will be the massive 

investments that it promises to make in return for a market and strategic space in the 

South Pacific. 

             Boost to Trade & Commerce 

● Indian relationship with Fiji are currently on MoUs on Water resource management, 

coconut and coir industries, DTAA and Defence cooperation. 

●  It has scope of immense growth. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/countering-another-string-of-pearls/article6612963.ece
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● Can provide Market to Indian goods and services taking in account of the fact that 

Fiji has substantial population of Indian Origin. 

 

TOPIC: SECURITY, IR (GS3) 

Q8) "One of the root causes of Islamic terrorism that is being witnessed in many parts of 

Asia is the endorsement and spread of Saudi Wahhabism." Critically comment. 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/radical-face-of-saudi-

wahhabism/article6612962.ece 

Ans: 

Most of the modern Islamic terrorist organization like ISIS, Al Qaeda, Boko Haram and Al- 

Shabab draw their roots in the extreme salafist interpretation of Islam propagated by Abdul 

Wahhab and promoted by Saudi ruler Ibn Saud against Ottoman beliefs on Islam. 

In modern times these came out in the wake of Iranian Revolution for modernizationof Iran 

and establishment of Islamic republic which threatened their fringe propagandas. 

 Wahhabism is based on ultra-conservative, puritan and orthodox ideologies. It is 

extremely intolerant towards other factions.It is also against reforms and innovation in 

Islam in changing times. 

 The Wahhabism dictates forstrict monotheism and is fundamentally against Shias and 

their beliefs. Based on bigoted ideology this calls for destruction of saints, tombs and 

innovation in practices of Islam.  

 It aims for the establishment of obsolete and outdated socio political system ofCaliphates 

to curtail other streams of Islam.It preaches secluding norms for women and violent 

themes of fundamentalism. 

 These are indirectly being encouraged by Sunni extremist and royal families from Saudi 

and Qatar, Iraq, Syria.With support of militants it is raging violence on symbols and 

practices of Shias.This is the same reason it went on murdering Yazidis considered un-

Islamic in their interpretation.  

 These groups are attached to conservative mindset and radical Wahhabi orientationand 

try to impose their will on others through violence. This is leading to unrest throughout 

Asia in Iraq, Syria and in fringe cases in major world cities. 

It is high time that all streams ofIslam work towards removing misinterpretation of Islam 

and promote harmony to avert sectarian violence. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/radical-face-of-saudi-wahhabism/article6612962.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/radical-face-of-saudi-wahhabism/article6612962.ece
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20TH Nov 2014 

GS3-E CONOMY 

Q1) Critically examine why the relaunch of Kisan Vikas Patras scheme has been criticised 

by some analysts. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/old-bad-ideas-

114111901436_1.html 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/finance/black-money-concerns-over-

relaunched-kisan-vikas-patra-114112000038_1.html 

Ans: 

The government recently relaunched the Kisan Vikas Patra scheme; a saving scheme which 

doubles the invested money in 100 months, thus offering an annual interest rate rivalling the 

PPF Scheme. These saving bonds are sold through Post Offices, and are primarily aimed at 

the lowest-income group without bank accounts. The government aims to raise Rs. 35,000 

Crore through the scheme. 

However, the re-launch of the KVP scheme has been criticised for a number of reasons: 

1. The source of payment, if made in cash, would be difficult to trace. Such norms would 

only encourage money laundering. 

2. The scheme had been disbanded in 2011 upon recommendation of the Gopinath 

Committee as it was prone to misuse. Re-launching it questions the government‟s sincerity 

in cubing black money.  

3. Unless strong KYC norms are implemented, the scheme could be used to route black 

money into the system.  

4. KVP will be freely transferable, without a limit on the number of transfers. 

5. The scheme does not offer any tax benefit, unlike other schemes and also offers a lower 

rate of return. 

6. It has a long lock in period; poor people might desist from investing in it. Also, it offers 

lower interest or return as compared to other saving options. 

In spite of much criticism this scheme may be appreciated on many issues like:- 

 

1.It is a beneficial scheme for rural household as post office are present in the remotest area 

of country ,as bank don't reach every remote area of the country. 

2 It may not promote black money if kyc norms are strictly implemented as from earlier time 

KYC norms have been more strengthened. 

3.Now the depositor is required to give pan no if deposit is more than 50000 and if deposit is 

more than 10 lakh he is required to state the source of income. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/old-bad-ideas-114111901436_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/old-bad-ideas-114111901436_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/finance/black-money-concerns-over-relaunched-kisan-vikas-patra-114112000038_1.html
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The government, however, is confident that with RBI‟s KYC requirements for NSS and by 

issuing only registered instruments; the scheme would not be misused as it had been 

previously done. Besides helping the government mobilise funds for financing 

developmental plans, it would also save the rural citizenry from Ponzi schemes. 

Suggestions:- 

 

1.Strict compliance of KYC norms of RBI. 

2,Harnessing expertise of banking system to ensure streamlining of the scheme. 

3.Capacity building & training of postal staff to eliminate any loopholes. 

4.If possible, put cap on number of transfer and amount. 

Thus, a calculated and carefully drafted scheme benefiting both investor and farmer with 

strict vigilance can bring sea change in farmer's welfare and economic growth. 

 

GS - III 

Q2) In the light of recent deal between USA and China on climate change mitigations and 

the synthesis report released by IPCC, critically analyse what should be India’s priorities 

and response to climate change mitigation deals. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/nitin-desai-from-
equity-to-intensity-114111901440_1.html 
 
Ans – 
The recent US-China deal on reducing carbon emissions represents the coming together of 
the world's two largest emitters and sets the tone for the upcoming Paris conference, where 
a legally binding treaty will be the expected outcome. 

China along with India had so far resisted pressure to make any commitments and this 

Chinese departure from earlier policy puts additional pressure on India to take a stand on 

the issue. 

India's core priority in this issue should be our growth and we shouldn't make any 

commitment that jeopardises our growth trajectory. In this regard we can take the following 

approach: 

1. Define clearly what our emission requirements are for the expected growth with thorough 

analysis and come up with a supporting document containing projected emissions based on 

electricity, steel, number of vehicles required etc. This document can be the basis for our 

negotiations 

2. Share this document with the UNFCCC and make our position clear 

3. Convince our BRICS partners through diplomatic efforts of our requirements based on the 

above document 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/nitin-desai-from-equity-to-intensity-114111901440_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/nitin-desai-from-equity-to-intensity-114111901440_1.html
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4. Alternatively we can focus on we can offer our commitment on carbon emission 

mitigation through carbon efficiency and ask developed countries also to make equal 

commitments on sharing finance and technology 

India faces a significant challenge in balancing climate change mitigation with the need to 

ensure minimum standards of living for it's huge population, any commitments made 

should ensure an equitable balance between the two. 
 

Ans – 

The recent US-China treaty to cut down on green-house gas emissions coupled with the 

IPCC report which predicts that the consequences of climate change could be dire has 

exerted some degree of pressure on India to clarify its stance vis a vis climate change 

mitigation. India is faced with the challenge of sustaining its economic growth and 

development while dealing with climate change. The fundamental fact is that unsustainable 

lifestyles and patterns of production and consumption in the developed world have caused 

climate change. Thus India can‟t be suddenly asked to bear a large burden of the climate 

change mitigation and should bear a differentiated responsibility in line with its emission 

levels and development needs. 

Despite this India can offer to contribute in the following ways. 

1) Quantify its targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

2) Outline a mitigation policy which focuses on carbon efficiency per unit of gross domestic 

product as a metric 

3) Offer substantial commitments on renewable energy and try to secure the 800 billion 

dollars it would require to achieve a 42 per cent improvement in carbon efficiency 

4) Synchronize any bilateral/multilateral commitments with the National action plan for 

climate change. 

5) Clarify climate change mitigation priorities by COP21 which will be held in Paris. 
 

GS3 

Q3) Recently the board of Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) cleared big-bang 

market reforms, including a move to replace the two-decade-old insider-trading rules 

with the new prohibition of insider trading (PIT) regulations, and amending the existing 

delisting regulations. Discuss these norms and their possible impact on the economy and 

concerned stakeholders. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/sebi-board-clears-big-

ticket-market-reforms-114111901032_1.html 

Ans: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/sebi-board-clears-big-ticket-market-reforms-114111901032_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/sebi-board-clears-big-ticket-market-reforms-114111901032_1.html
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SEBI recently introduced market reforms which could have a significant impact on how the 
market functions. These reforms were based on the recommendations of the NK Sodhi 
committee. Following are the salient points of the reforms 

1) Immediate relatives of senior management, other stakeholders such as founders, and 
third-party clients handling market sensitive information can now be investigated and held 
liable for disclosing market sensitive information. 

2) The rules also require companies to disclose price sensitive information to markets at least 
two days ahead of trading in company shares by officials, and requires senior management 
to establish pre-determined trading plans. This will ensure stringency and transparency 

3) SEBI has also proposed restrictions on borrowers who are classified as so-called "willful 
defaulters" - those borrowers who are seen as able but unwilling to pay back loans. 

4) Delisting rules have been streamlined so that the process of buying out minority 
shareholders becomes easier and less expensive. Total time required for completion of 
voluntary delisting from the exchange has been reduced to 76 days from the current 137 
days. 

These reforms are important because they broaden the scope of who can be held liable for 
insider trading violations and require company officials to be more transparent about their 
trading activities. These reforms will definitely boost investor confidence and possibly lead 
to positive externalities. 

 

GS2 

Q4) Write a critical note on recent issues regarding appointments to important 
offices such as CVC, CBI and Lokpal and government’s response to  these issues. 
 
Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/govt-to-amend-lokpal-selection-
process/article6616552.ece 
 
Ans:  
The inability of any party to get 10% seats in Lok Sabha has led to no Leader of Opposition 
in Lok Sabha. This has created a question of quorum to select top constitutional positions 
like NHRC, CBI and Lokpal. 

In absence of Leader of opposition, the selection committees of these offices which require a 
leader of opposition, has be bereft of the quorum. Leader of opposition was incorporated in 
the selection procedure to avoid autocratic appointment at the above offices. 

 Also, LoP would act as a check against favoritism, nepotism, partisanship, and corruption 
while promoting democratic feature in selection procedure at these constitutional positions. 

The present govt has decided to provide an alternative to do away with the problem of 
quorum so that appointments at these posts can‟t be challenged in courts on basis of lack of 
quorum. It has decided to provide Leader of single largest party in opposition to be 
appointed if there is no Leader of opposition in the Lok Sabha. This is similar to 
appointment procedure for CIC and CVC. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/govt-to-amend-lokpal-selection-process/article6616552.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/govt-to-amend-lokpal-selection-process/article6616552.ece


Insights Secure Compilation – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                             UnderCover Group Page 34 
 

The proopsed legislation will pave for more democratic election of the highest constitutional 
posts of our country while at the same time helping to check favouritism, nepotism, 
partisanship and corruption in the appointment procedure. It is hoped that selection will be 
based on merit and help in efficient and effetctive working of the adminsitratvie system. 
 

GS2 

Q5) - Do you support caste census? Substantiate why 

Main Article - http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/counting-caste-in-the-

census/article6616528.ece 

Ans –  

Recently, Supreme Court set aside high Court's decision to stop caste census as it feels its 

encroachment of executive's right to decide policy matters. 

In a society where caste hierarchy run deep, it seems unwise to do a caste based census at 

the risk of rising conflagrations within the society. But policy decisions require quantitative 

data to make concrete decisions on issues like reservations in employment and educational 

institutions for the betterment of the society. 

The collection of data does not mean that it should be made public. As in case of 2011 census 

where the data regarding number of people in different religion were collected and collated 

but were not disposed of in public citing public order reason is a good case study. It shows 

the sensitivity of the State and the executive to be able to have quantitative data to make 

policy decision without letting it be a problem for the public order. 

The socio-economic upliftment of the lower class of our society demands a caste based 

census, so that positive discrimination policies will have a strong standing. At the same time 

it is important that such sensitive data be used judiciously without affecting public order, 

cohesion and integrity of our society and country. 

 

 

 

21ST Nov 2014 

GS3-Environment 

Q1) Critically examine the important recommendations made by the T S R Subramanian 

committee, constituted recently to review laws related to environment and forest 

protection. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/subramanian-
panel-suggests-overhaul-of-green-laws-114112100049_1.html 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/counting-caste-in-the-census/article6616528.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/counting-caste-in-the-census/article6616528.ece
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/subramanian-panel-suggests-overhaul-of-green-laws-114112100049_1.html
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Ans: 

Intro-  

The T S R Subramanian committee, constituted by the Ministry of Environment and Forests 
to review the existing laws on environment and forest protection has suggested some major 
changes giving much hope for industry, however several concerns remain regarding its 
priorities on inclusive growth and environment protection. 

 The committee recommended some positive measures such as: 

1. An umbrella law to set up new national and state regulators by enacting Environment 
Management Act,that will do away with separate regulation of air and water pollution. 

2. Single-window clearance system. 

3. Overhaul of outdated laws 
4. National and state level authorities to appraise and monitor projects 
5. State level authorities to appraise more major projects 
6. New All India Services for Environment 
7. Corporations to only pay for compensatory afforestation 

However the following recommendations are cause for concern: 
1. New umbrella law to subsume all existing laws and powers of pollution control boards. 
Exceptions to existing laws should only be on a case by case basis. This proposed law should 
have sufficient safeguards to prevent arbitrary usage 
2. Fast Track clearance of power, mining and linear projects. Strict standards of EIA, project 
clearances should be maintained along with speed. 
3. Self certification of projects offers scope for unfair practises 
4. Amendment to forest rights act to dilute consent powers of tribals. This is a regressive 
step which puts the lives of the most vulnerable communities at stake.  
5. Administrative tribunal to hear appeals on clearances instead of NGT. These appeals need 
to be heard by a dedicated tribunal with expertise in environment and environment laws 
6. Shrinking of No-go areas. No go areas like wildlife corridors and river basins and 
extremely fragile and critical to maintaining the ecological balance they shouldn‟t be 
disturbed 

The committee‟s recommendations concede too much ground on inclusivity and 
environment protection for the sake of ease of doing business. It is advisable to re-examine 
some of the recommendations and arrive at the right balance. 

 

 

GS - III 

Q2) Critically assess the objectives, design and implementation of rural housing schemes 

in India. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-for-
raising-allocation-for-rural-housing-114112000031_1.html 
 

Ans –  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-for-raising-allocation-for-rural-housing-114112000031_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-for-raising-allocation-for-rural-housing-114112000031_1.html
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The SC has expanded Right to Shelter as part of the broader Right to Life under Article 21. 
However, in several parts of India, the prospect of owning a house is a distant reality for 
many due to pressures on land, financial constraints and so on. It is no wonder then, that 
1/3rd of people in rural and urban areas lack affordable housing. 
 
The Constitution of India puts the onus of rural housing on the State Govt and the 
Panchayati Raj Institutions. The Central Govt had chipped in with the Bharat Nirman 
Programme and Indira Awaas Yojana, both flagship schemes. The objective of the 
programme was to facilitate the construction and upgradation of dwelling units for the 
SC/ST households, minority populations below the poverty line, freed bonded labourers 
etc, through the grant of lump sum assistance. This is now expected to be subsumed under 
the proposed National Gramin Awas Mission. 

Apart from these, several PRIs have been involved with housing schemes through 
identification of beneficiaries in Gram Sabhas and allocation of funds after due approval of 
building plans 

While rural housing schemes have made significant progress, much more needs to be done 
with respect to improving inclusiveness and quality. Care must be taken to ensure that the 
structures built are durable and withstand the vulnerabilities of the terrain.  
 
Projects need to be undertaken at a fast pace, especially if the Govt is to fulfil its motto of 
„Housing for All-2022‟ – building of pucca houses for all households by India‟s 75th year of 
independence. This is because the housing sector has an overall positive impact on the 
general standard of living of the people, especially if integrated with sanitary facilities, 
adequate drinking water supply etc 
 

GS2 

Q3) Write a critical note on the Section 96 of the Beijing declaration and platform for 

action. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/asiapacific-
declaration-ignores-sexual-rights-of-women/article6619779.ece 

Ans: 

The Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995 produced the Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action which seeks to promote the advancing of women‟s rights under twelve 
critical areas of concern such as freedom from violence, to go to school, to participate in 
decisions and to earn equal pay for equal work etc. 

Section 96 of the declaration is related to the issue of sexual freedom enjoyed by women. It 
includes matters such as sexual and reproductive health, free from any coercion, 
discrimination and violence and advocated equality between women and men with regards 
to sexual relations and reproduction and equal sharing of responsibilities arising out of 
sexual behaviour and its consequences. 

However, in the recent Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on advancing gender 
equality, sexual rights have not been adopted in the section on women and health. Other 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/asiapacific-declaration-ignores-sexual-rights-of-women/article6619779.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/asiapacific-declaration-ignores-sexual-rights-of-women/article6619779.ece
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women‟s issues which were ignored are adolescent concerns, date rape and sexual assaults 
in educational institutions. 

 India also managed to replace caste-based gender discrimination with the „social origin‟ and 
the issue of armed conflict and women with „conflict‟. Such retroactive steps will only ensure 
that women‟s issues are not given the attention they urgently require and bringing about of 
true gender equality will only remain a pipe-dream. 

 

GS2 

Q4) Write a critical note on the power of ‘executive order’ of the President of the 

USA.  Examine why some of these orders are controversial. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/obama-to-
bypass-congress-on-immigration/article6619746.ece 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2014/11/20/365467914/so-just-what-is-an-
executive-action-anyway 

Ans: 

The Executive order refers to the proclamation by the president without legislative or 
judicial inputs .It applies only to federal or state agencies not to citizens. Every president 
since George Washington have issued them. Notable executive orders include emancipation 
proclamation of Abraham Lincoln and 1942 Japanese Americans internment post pearl 
harbour by F.D.Roosevelt. Thus Executive order has promoted and as well suppressed civil 
liberties in the past. 

The controversy 
It has been used in the past only at times of emergencies .But In recent times It has come to 
promote individual political policies of the president which didn't get congress approval. It 
first began with Ronald Reagan removing government regulations to boost economy. 

Next George W.Bush‟s executive order in the name of global war on terror gave unlimited 
power to NSA to surveillance which transgressed with the privacy of millions of people in 
the world. Executive order also led to close of Guantanamo jail prison accused of 
unscrupulous torture of its Inmates though now it is the prison for terrorists. 

Now President Barrack Obama has frequently gone for executive order most important 
being his immigration policy to not deport illegal immigrants who came to States in 
childhood 

The debate 
While executive order is seen a tool to overcome the executive legislature deadlock, it is seen 
as giving the president unpopular power tantamount to him being cast as king with 
absolute power. Also Critics note the so called executive power finds no place in the 
constitution 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/obama-to-bypass-congress-on-immigration/article6619746.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/obama-to-bypass-congress-on-immigration/article6619746.ece
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2014/11/20/365467914/so-just-what-is-an-executive-action-anyway
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In the world of U.S hegemony, Executive power confers the president absolute hegemony in 
United states polity .Though it is seen as mechanism to overcome deadlock between 
independent executive and legislature, it‟s judicious use should be enocuraged. 

GS3(Environment) 

Q5)- What do you understand by „carbon budget‟? Examine its nature on earth in the light of 
recent UN reports. 

 

Main Article - http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/co-2-emissions-
must-be-nil-by-2070-to-prevent-disaster-un/article6619748.ece 

Ans - The global carbon budget is the balance of the exchanges (incomes and losses) of 
carbon between the carbon reservoirs or between one specific loop (e.g., atmosphere ↔ 
biosphere) of the carbon cycle. An examination of the carbon budget of a pool or reservoir 
can provide information about whether the pool or reservoir is functioning as a source or 
sink for carbon dioxide. In short it is the amount of fuel we can burn, concrete we can pour 
and forest we can fell without blowing global warming goals.  

As per new report of UNEP(United Nation Environment Programme), it is necessary that by 
2070 there should be zero emission of CO2 and by 2100 zero emission of other Ghouse 
gases(methane, NO and Ozone) to keep global warming below dangerous level, otherwise 
world will face severe, widespread and irreversible effects from climate changes. 

According to report, we have already emitted 1900 Gigatonne of CO2 and 1000 Gt of other 
greenhouse gases(methane, NO and Ozone) since 19th century and only 1000 Gt of CO2 is 
left to emit before catastrophe effects can be witnessed i.e. increase in global temp by 2 
degree above pre-industrial level. 

All policies for lowering greenhouse gas emission must be in place by 2020-30(critical 
window) to allow least cost pathways (low emission n low temp). 
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GS2 

Q6) ” Universal Health Care (UHC) is a complex idea and contains several prerequisites 

that need to be carefully incorporated into its conceptualisation, design and 

implementation.” Critically examine these prerequisites. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/missing-links-in-
universal-health-care/article6619739.ece 

Ans: 

WHO has declared health a fundamental human right. UHC aims to ensure essential health 
services to all people without any financial difficulties and reduced out of pocket spending. 
With a considerable part of people‟s hard-earned money being spent on health services, a 
proper design and implementation of UHC is required. 

The factors to be considered are: 

Providing integrated and managed care 

A fragmented health care system with the private players taking over the tertiary health 
services has resulted in increased hospitalization and needless care – procedures. Hence, an 
integrated primary, secondary and tertiary health care system, operated by both the care 
provider and the financial –protector, will incentivize them to enhance primary health care. 

Focussing on primary healthcare 

In rural India, PHCs act as the first contact of medical emergency. But PHCs are plagued 
with inadequate infrastructure and acute shortage of medical experts. Hence, emphasis 
should be laid on capacity building and incentivizing personnel, as a part of UHC. 

Method of Funding 

Out of pocket funding pushes the people into poverty. The Govt. should create a corpus 
funded by taxes and insurance contributions, bringing the middle class into the ambit of 
UHC. This will not only enhance accountability by the participation of the middle class but 
also increase their person savings. 

Focus on „core health‟ 

UHC should focus primarily on core health. Providing extended health care should be left to 
the concerned ministries to ensure accountability and division of labour. 

An affordable UHC with appropriate technologies for diagnosis, motivated health workers, 
a people centric integrated care will reduce the malaises plaguing the health sector and help 
in reaping the benefits of demographic dividends and achieving the MDGs. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/missing-links-in-universal-health-care/article6619739.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/missing-links-in-universal-health-care/article6619739.ece


Insights Secure Compilation – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                             UnderCover Group Page 40 
 

22nd Nov 2014 

GS2-POLITY 

Q1) "The structure of the civil service, which is largely unchanged since Independence, 

might benefit from a greater focus on merit rather than seniority for promotions and 

incentives for good performance.” Critically comment. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/meritbased-civil-service-will-

boost-growth/article6623643.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-cbis-oneman-

aberration/article6623595.ece 

Ans: 

Civil Services being one of the pivotal jobs in almost all aspects of administration, it is very 

important that deserving candidates occupy the higher posts for proper decision making. 

Many reports including that of Goldman Sachs report and recommendations from ARC 

suggests for a shift in the process of selecting people for higher posts from seniority based to 

merit based system. 

Though experience in various administrative roles adds an advantage in proper decision 

making, exhibiting professionalism, Taking appropriate decisions that are need of the time is 

very crucial . Thus allowing candidates with comparatively less experience but exceptionally 

good track record to compete for promotions is a welcome step.  

Advantages:- 

>Promotes learning in perpetuity and skill upgradation of the civil servants unlike SBP 

where there is no any incentive to learn and upgrade yourself. 

>Increased Efficiency and professionalism (because of periodic assessment) resulting highly 

motivated and vibrant civil servants unlike SBP which promotes lethargy and tenacity. 

>Win-Win for both i.e. civil servants and civil society (civil servants continuously upgrade 

themselves and hence better administration for society) unlike SBP which is skewed towards 

civil servants 

 

When such a move is taken, it should be ensured that proper criteria of who is going to 

make the selection and the basis on which selection is to be made must me made clear to 

avoid corruption and ensure that eligible candidates get the opportunity they deserve. 

However there are also disadvantages of MBP vis a vis SBP such as: 

>SBP is proven and familiar model in consonance with the Indian society while with MBP 

there is apprehension that it will require long duration for complete transition. 

>In SBP there is clearly defined yardstick so no question of favouritism while in MBP it can 

be questioned for favouritism and thereby unnecessary litigations because Merit is hard to 

gauge. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/meritbased-civil-service-will-boost-growth/article6623643.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/meritbased-civil-service-will-boost-growth/article6623643.ece
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Thus merit based selection accompanied with strict guidelines for the process will definitely 

improve India's institution and contribute towards development. So it's not wise to just 

replace SBP by MBP but a balanced fusion (i.e rational weightage factor for merit and 

seniority) of both could help to trim the maladies out of the existing ICS and will convert it 

into a more professional, society oriented and efficient ICS. 

 

GS - II 

Q2) Write a note on the issue of  RTI and application of its provisions to political parties 

in India. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/17-months-on-

political-parties-ignore-rti-ruling/article6623654.ece 

Ans – 

Right to Information was introducted in 2005 to enable acess to information from 

institutions funded by the government. The Central Information Commission passed an 

order bringing political parties under the ambit of this law. 

These parties are alloted land for free, given tax exemptions and provided free air time 

during broadcasts. This means that political parties are funded by the government. 

The arguments that favour application of RTI to political parties: 

- Under representatives of people act only individuals have to disclose election expenditure 

while parties can spend unlimited amounts without reporting them to the Election 

Commission. 

- Sources of funding must be made public. It will also help in preventing the use of black 

money in campaigns. 

- Since other institutions of government come under the purview of RTI, political parties that 

are an important part of democracy can't be left out of the law.\ 

- Selection procudere of party leaders would have to be made public, thus supporting 

internal democracy in political parties. 

Arguments against this are: 

- Application of RTI would impede the functioning of parties as frivolous RTIs can be filed 

by opposition parties. 

- Election strategies that are usually kept secret may have to be made public. 

- Political parties are not government bodies hence they can't be brought under the purview 

of the RTI laws. 
 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/17-months-on-political-parties-ignore-rti-ruling/article6623654.ece
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GS1 

Q3) Write a note on the contribution of popular cinema to the music of 

India. 
Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/posters-showcase-

contribution-of-indian-films-to-music/article6623589.ece 

Ans: 

The first Indian movie which had music can be traced to Alam Ara, India‟s first sound 
motion picture, released in 1931. Songs in such movies, from 1931-1940, were composed 
from commercial and not artistic interests.  

This experimentation was watered down in the subsequent decades, and from 70s to the 90s 
movies generally consisted of melodious music genres. However, there has been a meteoric 
rise of experimentation in music in the past few years giving rise to the Masala music genre. 
With increased globalization, western influences have seeped in as the composers are now 
aware of global trends. 

Movies are one of the primary sources of entertainment in India and have a great power to 
influence musical tastes of large sections of the population. Movies today are based on a 
myriad of themes such as comedy, social and political issues, wedding dramas, thrillers etc.  

The music is composed to reflect these themes which results in the formation of multiple 
genres and sub-genres which defy all classification according to western standards, and 
have consistently stated moving away from the classical music forms. 

The gradual deterioration of classical music‟s popularity needs to be checked to ensure that 
important facets of our musical culture are available to the future generations in its 
unadulterated form. Support to regional and folk artists should be extended and efforts 
made to ensure that these musicians get mainstream recognition. 

 

GS2 

Q4) Critically comment on the immigration policy of USA and its effect on Indian 

immigrants. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/obama-executive-

action-succour-for-millions/article6623642.ece 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/obama-opens-us-borders-to-

more-talent-from-india-114112200036_1.html 

Ans: 

Obama's lawful executive order on immigration 

Key changes 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/posters-showcase-contribution-of-indian-films-to-music/article6623589.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/posters-showcase-contribution-of-indian-films-to-music/article6623589.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/obama-executive-action-succour-for-millions/article6623642.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/obama-executive-action-succour-for-millions/article6623642.ece
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/obama-opens-us-borders-to-more-talent-from-india-114112200036_1.html
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1) Extended stay for STEM students 

2) Working professional's spouse get working visa 

3) L1 visa norms relaxed. It will help Indian experts to get visa. 

4) Entrepreneurs get relaxation and can stay in US on parole. 

Effect on Indian immigrants 

0) 250,000 illegal Indian immigrants in US - they will be happy 

1) More Brain Drain - Low economic development - Study in IIT and IIM and AIIMS, use 
millions of Rupees of Indian govt, then go to US and earn a great living and no help to 
Indian economy. 

2) Getting Green card becomes easy as their number of Years in US will be now 5 years and 
5 months. Green card requirement 7 years stay. 

3) Software companies which send experts on L1 visa get more business and cheap labour 

4) Entrepreneurs will be happy as 40% of Entrepreneurs in Silicon valley of Indian origin. 

 

GS3(S&T) 

Q5)- Write a critical note on ‘Oocyte cryopreservation’ and issues related to it. 

Main  Article - http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/families-designed-in-

frozen-frames/article6623593.ece 

Ans – 

 Human oocyte cryopreservation (egg freezing) is a novel technology in which a woman's 

eggs (oocytes) are extracted, frozen and stored. Later, when she is ready to become 

pregnant, the eggs can be thawed, fertilized, and transferred to the uterus as embryos. In 

this process the „human embryos‟ are frozen in liquid nitrogen in cryogenic jars. 

 It encourages ethnic minority backgrounds to choose from a variety of “culturally matched 

donors”, it also lets women to promote her career and climb the corporate ladder by 

deferring motherhood. This process will also be helpful in another dimension, posthumous 

impregnation and creation of babies by assisted and collaborative modern techniques such 

as in-vitro fertilisation and eggs will evoke strong notions about life, parenthood and 

immortality.  

The cryopreservation and other collaborative techniques offer working woman an extended 

career life where they can freeze the future of their motherhood and concentrate on just one 

thing. Woman and motherhood will gain with this innovation but the question of the rights 

of unborn child here remains unanswered.  

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/families-designed-in-frozen-frames/article6623593.ece
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His right to be born cannot be frozen once he is meant to be born and procreated.  This 

process may also contain certain risks like, uncertainties with retrieval of eggs, medical 

complications during the process, woman health risks, tampering with the nature may lead 

to unwarranted problems with woman and motherhood, expensive time consuming medical 

procedures etc.   

Raising a child during the crucial years of careers is a major problem faced by working 

career oriented women. However, these can be addressed by many alternatives that can be 

worked out with the help of the concerned authorities. 

 For example, certain laws can b e passed that provide incentives and benefits for the 

surrogate or parents who conceive naturally, play rooms at the workplace, sabbatical period 

such a s dies non can further promote parenthood without compromising the professional 

right.  

 

Q6) Write a critical note on the International Conference on Population and Development 

(ICPD) and India’s compliance with IPCD’s provisions. 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/objects-of-state-

control/99/ 

Ans: 

In 1994,UN coordinated International conference on Population and development laid out 4 
goals to be achieved by the signatories. 
1.Universal primary education 
2.Reduce child and infant mortality rate 
3.Reduce maternal mortality rate 
4.Access to better sexual health services including family planning 

 
The pivotal outcome of ICPD is the approach to family planning. Family planning was made 
a women's right. This is a paradigm shift from targeted approach say one child policy of 
china. 

Making it a right gives the women her freedom to adopt the family planning method of her 
choice and also when to go for it. This significantly improves her reproductive health. 
Indian case 

Before in absence of family planning ,women especially poor suffered from pregnancies of 
quick succession .This led to decreased health for both mother and child ,pushed families 
below BPL. Government enforced family planning through withdrawing maternity benefits 
,educational scholarship for children. 

Moreover, family planning involved mostly women not men because of unfounded fears of 
impotency induced in men due to family planning treatment. Among various family 
planning methods like usage of condoms and oral pills, surgical sterilisation method is being 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/objects-of-state-control/99/
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widely followed. This sterilisation is given in med-camps not following correct procedure 
evident in the death of many women in one such camp in Chhattisgarh. 

Thus India's non-compliance with ICPD is on two counts, 

One It does not treat family planning on a rights based platform. 

Two, it fails to give a choice in family planning method and third the onus of family 
planning is kept only on women. 

 
Increasing awareness of family planning and bringing the tragedies like recent Chhattisgarh 
episode to limelight mark the beginning of compliance to ICPD norms and management of 
world's second largest population 

 

 

GS3 

Q7) Critically discuss various obstacles to greater cooperation and connectivity between 

SAARC countries with special emphasis on India’s role. 

Main Article: 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/saarc-without-a-backbone/99/ 

Ans: 

Facts 

● 1st Summit- Dec. 1985 

● Members  8 -Afghanistan,Bangladesh,Bhutan,India,Maldives,Nepal,Pakistan,Sri 

Lanka. 

● Observers 9 -Australia,China,European Union,Iran,Japan,Mauritius,Myanmar,South 

Korea, US. 

● 18th SAARC Summit to be held in Kathmandu,Nepal(Nov. 2014) 

SAFTA 

● SAFTA was envisaged primarily as the first step towards the transition to a South 

Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) leading subsequently towards a Customs Union, 

Common Market and Economic Union. In 1995, they agreed on the need to strive for 

the realisation of SAFTA.Agreement was signed in 2004(Entered into force in 

2006).This agreement provides for a phased tariff liberalization programme. 

Areas of Cooperation 

● Terrorism 

● Economic cooperation 

● Cooperation on social issues 

● Cooperation on energy and environment 

● Cooperation on connectivity 

Obstacles to cooperation and connectivity 

● Strained Indo-Pak Relation -India always feared it being used as a forum for bilateral 

one-upmanship by our neighbours. This fear has diminished considerably. That is 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/saarc-without-a-backbone/99/
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because some of India‟s bilaterals have improved, making it harder for all countries 

to team up, as it were. There is also the view that regional cooperation can proceed at 

a different pace with different countries. The Pakistan factor is more reason to 

strengthen Saarc, not weaken it.  

● Exaggerated apprehension about India - The asymmetries existing between its 

largest member India and the rest of the membership in terms of resources and 

capacities leads to unwanted apprehension which prevents smaller members from 

taking full advantage of the vast market opportunities it offers and undue restriction 

on movement of Goods,Capital and People essential for regional integration. 

● Political Issues in Member states - Poor quality of “governance” and frequent 

political turmoil has been an impediment to SAARC becoming successful like 

ASEAN.Politicians in the region tend to be risk averse. In private, their normative 

and intellectual commitments are all for greater cooperation. In public, they face  

obstacles. In some of the smaller countries, they fear being outflanked by their rivals, 

who are all too ready to use an anti-India card. Our neighbours are not alarmed by 

trade deficits with China, but the slightest spectre of a trade deficit with India is a 

political issue. These fears are exaggerated. But they have palpable effects. 

● Non State Actors - They succeed in disrupting normal inter state relation and in 

sabotaging well intentioned initiatives. 

● Lack of effective monitoring mechanism - One can judge how serious an organisation 

is not by the scale of its promises, but whether it has an effective monitoring 

mechanism for implementation. The already agreed to Saarc roadmap for a transition 

from the Safta to a customs union would warm anyone‟s heart; the pace of 

implementation would drive anyone to despair. Even projects that have got off the 

ground, like the Saarc University, invite more scepticism than admiration. 

● India‟s Role - India has rejected many infrastructure projects offered. Our execution 

does not command respect. It is also an open question whether the scale of 

financially viable projects is enough to add up to an infrastructure revolution in the 

region. But infrastructure is the backbone of regional cooperation. Right now, Saarc 

is a project without a backbone. Unless India shows exemplary execution capabilities 

in this area, the esteem it commands will be limited. And much of our neighbours‟ 

interest in us will depend on how well our economy does in the next decade. 

TOPIC: IR (GS3) 

Q8) Examine the highlights of recently signed framework agreement to strengthen 

defense and security cooperation between India and Australia. 

Main Article:http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/two-navigators-a-clear-

course/99/ 

Ans: 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/two-navigators-a-clear-course/99/
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Indo Australian ties have historically been left at “to be” positions and are far from 

materialization. It now is in a favorable track that should be taken advantage of to achieve 

the long cherished Indian Ocean friendship. 

India and Australia signed a framework agreement to strengthen defense and security 

cooperation between both countries during the recent visit of the Indian Prime Minister. The 

major highlights are: 

a) Security Cooperation:Although security ties have been there it now includes defense 

industry links and goes towards thorough strategic cooperation. It can lead towards forming 

East Asian Security network to thwart Chinas assertiveness. 

b) Defense Industry Growth: India‟s growing defense industry with the Make in India 

program throws an opportunity to Australia to invest and grow new defense industry. 

While for India it presents opportunities to modernize defense and go beyond Israel and US. 

c) Counter Terrorism: With Middle ease sitting on a volcanic platform and with 

disturbances in South East Asia both democracies vowed for intelligence cooperation and 

strategy sharing to thwart terrorism. 

d) Proliferation of weapon of mass destruction: Both India and Australia looking towards 

economic partnership and defense engagement brought focus on proliferation of WMDs. 

e) Maritime Security: With the common linkage of Indian Oceanboth countries decided to 

address further the evolving and purposeful maritime association for security and trade. To 

hold bilateral maritime exercises is an encouraging sign for a sustained relationship. 

f) High-end Technology Sharing: With Australia agreeing to supply nuclear fuels to India 

technology sharing and high and industrial cooperation in all sectors would maximize the 

advantages of deep security ties. 

To take security cooperation to a higher level, India has to focus more on high-end 

engagement like anti-submarine warfare and anti-air drills, VBSS operations. 

Source:http://thediplomat.com/2014/11/the-emerging-india-australia-maritime-

relationship/ 
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