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Secure 2014 (6th-October-2014) 

Topics: - GS1 

Q1) .Critically Examine the Nature of relationship Gandhiji had with the British ever since 

he returned to India from South Africa. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/politics/gandhi-modi-the-politics-

in-london-celebrating-the-unwelcome-114100600048_1.html 

Ans: 

Introduction 

 Relationship between Gandhiji and British colonial rulers remained dynamic and issue 

based. 

  While he supported British in their effort towards aggression during WW II, he 

opposed them on other issues of imperialism, public laws etc. 

Main Body 

 On his return to India, he decided to study the political situation. Thus most of his initial 

support to protest was not against colonial rulers rather against industrial houses and 

indigo planters. 

  He wanted proper enforcement of British laws because he was confident that British 

will introduce liberty and equality with time. He was of the opinion that Britishers back 

in UK were not aware of maladministration in India and it had to be brought to their 

notice. 

  However, this belief was shattered when Britishers enacted repressive and arbitrary 

laws from British parliament adding to that the Punjab wrong committed by 

administration.  

 He got convinced that colonial states would not get justice unless they became 

independent led him to change his stance. He launched various movements time and 

again like NCM, CDM and brought out the problems of masses but he also somewhere 

had a belief in government. 

 Thus his policy towards British was that of Truce-Struggle-Truce which means that 

struggle should be initiated and then a truce shall be established for some concessions. 

 However British decision to make India as a party to WWII was vehemently opposed by 

him but he supplemented his cause with British when Germany attacked Russia. 

 Thus, the relationship was one of ―hostile association‖. Gandhi first wanted to build the 

Indian nation and then gain independence for it. British found Gandhi as the only brand 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/politics/gandhi-modi-the-politics-in-london-celebrating-the-unwelcome-114100600048_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/politics/gandhi-modi-the-politics-in-london-celebrating-the-unwelcome-114100600048_1.html
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of freedom fighter it can accommodate and could engage in dialogue with. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 Thus Gandhian relation was driven by pragmatism that took interest in ideals of 

democracy and liberty as well as opposing exploitative policies through struggle. 

 

Q2).―To boost infrastructure sector, PPP should perhaps be re-labelled and implimented as 

FPTP – First Public, Then Private model.‖ Discuss why. 

Main Article:Business Standard 
 

Points: 

To overcome these obstacles a reengineering of the PPP to FPTP is often proposed. FPTP comes 

with its own set of benefits that includes: 

(a) Government will be obliged to complete in house clearance before offering PPP project. 

(b) Will streamline the procedural delays and remove red tapism. 

(c) Will reduce the completion time and free the public funds that get stuck in delayed project. 

(d) will send the positive signal in the domestic and overseas market and help attract global 

funds. 

 

To revive Public sector by: 

1).Introduction of Professionals in management boards. 

2).Giving more autonomy. 

3).Relaxing norms for accordance of tags of Maharatna, MiniRatna 

4).Regular monitoring on their working. 

5).Reforms in labour acts, apprenticeship act. 

6).Transparency in recruitment 

Ans -  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/subir-gokarn-a-capital-ladder-for-infrastructure-114100500686_1.html
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The Infrastructure sector is very unique in its financing model compared to any other sector. 

Any business sees five stage of capital ladder, namely, angel, early-stage, late-stage venture, 

private equity and public equity. But, this sector in our PPP model is expected to start directly 

with Private equity and bear the initial risk of project failure. The problem with the current 

model is multifaceted. 

1).Deep Pocket: The companies need to have deep pocket to take any project 

2).Sustainable financing: Due to long gestation period of these projects the companies would 

need continuous flow of money for a long period of time. Many projects have been in last few 

years left in between due to disruptions in the flow leading to huge NPAs. 

 

3).Risk Profile and growth: The Companies are required to take the initial risk, based on the 

abysmal performance of Infrastructure sector in last few years; many are scared on taking this 

risk leading to further slow growth in the sector. 

In such situation the initial financing of the project can be done by Government to mitigate 

the risk for the private players and encourage more and more companies to participate in the 

growth story and later they can invest and raise funds at their risk (FPTP – First Public, Then 

Private model). But, it will have its own bottle neck, the Government pocket can finance a 

limited part of the project only as it doesn‘t have that much money and this is one of the 

main reason for PPP. In case the companies default after Government initial investments, it will 

create serious financial problem at the national level. FPTP is a good idea but it should not let 

the risk completely shifted to government and a balanced approach needs to be taken. 

 

Q3). Examine why the government has set-up Expenditure Management Commission (EMC). 

What are its functions? 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/a-k-bhattacharya-
opportunity-knocks-114100500683_1.html 

 

Ans : Setting up of an EMC or Expenditure Management commission was mandated by the 
government in the Union Budget of 2014.The commission will be headquartered in New Delhi 
and headed by Dr. Bimal Jalan. 

India has recently been facing a rising fiscal deficit .Slowing economy coupled with rise in 
inflation has prompted the setting up of EMC. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/a-k-bhattacharya-opportunity-knocks-114100500683_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/a-k-bhattacharya-opportunity-knocks-114100500683_1.html
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To rein in the fiscal deficit by introducing expenditure reforms, regulating the food, oil and 
fertiliser subsidies and cutting down on unnecessary expenditures through increased efficiency 
in allocation are some other major reasons for the setting up of EMC. 

Meeting the twin objectives of fulfilling social obligations and a greater financial stability while 
sustaining a viable fiscal deficit is a yet another vision with which EMC has been set up. 

The functions of EMC are as under: 

1).Reviewing the major areas of govt expenditure and suggesting measures to maintain fiscal 
discipline while simultaneously meeting the developmental needs of the govt. 

2).Review the budgeting process & FRBM rules and suggest improvements. 

3).Suggest measures to reduce financial costs through better cash management system & 
through use of IT tools. 

4).Suggest improved financial reporting systems 

5).Make suitable recommendations on any other issue which is relevant to Public Expenditure 
Management in Central Government. 

The Commission is expected to submit its interim report before Budget 2015-16 and the final 
report before Budget 2016-17. 

 

PAPER-2: International Relations 

Q4. Unlike some parts of some nations which enjoy autonomy granted by their national 

governments as part of concession to placate their demand for separation, Kashmir does not 

enjoy such autonomy. Do you think Kashmir be given more autonomy? Critically Discuss. 

 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-scotland-on-
kashmir/article6473439.ece?homepage=true 

Ans. Kashmir has been a disputed region between India and Pakistan for a quite a long time 
now. After signing of the Instrument of Accession with the Maharaja of Kashmir (in lieu of 
Pakistan‘s invasion) considerable amount of autonomy had been promised to the people of 
Kashmir to avoid the arousal of any separatist tendencies in the state. The promised autonomy 
was granted too under article 370 to the state (excluding Defense, Communication and External 
Affairs decisions). 

However even after so many years of independence and autonomy peace remains elusive in the 
valley. Separatist tendencies have remained over the years in the region. At times they even 
seem to be strengthening too. 

In such a scenario it is doubtful whether giving more autonomy would solve any purpose. 
What needs to be done is to step up the ongoing efforts of the govt to provide concessions, 
reservation in jobs etc to the Kashmir people specially the youth in order to mainstream them in 
the society and thereby preventing any separatist tendencies. 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-scotland-on-kashmir/article6473439.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-scotland-on-kashmir/article6473439.ece?homepage=true
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As far as a referendum like Scotland is considered, it makes little sense. Certainly there is a 
difference between the two. Scotland referendum was demanded on issues pertaining to 
domestic governance in a region that has been a part of 300 yr old union. Kashmir besides being 
disputed, poses much more complex issues of religious, ethnic and national identity which 
don‘t have any easy solutions. What is required are some tough and serious negotiations on the 
part of both the countries to find some solution for the region in a ‗terror free‘ environment. 

 

Q5) Examine the reasons behind recent student protests in Hong Kong. In your opinion, 

what should be China‘s response to this crisis? Comment 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/for-clarity-on-hong-

kong/article6473440.ece 

Ans: 

The recent protests in Hong Kong are linked to democratic reforms there. 
Historical Background: Hong Kong was administered by UK till 1997 when it was transferred 
to People's Republic of China. The transferred occurred under a 1984 agreement which 
provided substantial rights to people of Hong Kong including separate legal system, freedom of 
speech and other rights. 

Since 1997, Hong Kong has been administered by a Chief Executive who is selected by a 1200 
member Selection Committee. As a part of promised reforms, China agreed to provide 
universal adult franchise in Hong Kong by 2016.But it added a clause where the candidates who 
could contest elections have to be approved by the Selection Committee. This gave an indirect 
control to China to influence the leadership of Hong Kong. The protesters are demanding repeal 
of such provision. 

The people of Hong Kong have been demanding the ushering of democracy in their region as 
promised by Chinese during the handing over from the British. 

China has intelligently utilized the loophole to reinstate puppet candidates for the post of 
leaders. Beijing should not use a heavy hand on the protestors and repeat the Tiananmen square 
incident. The world will be watching this incident; this might escalate to excessive secessionist 
movements in future. There are disturbances in Taiwan as well, which wants to carve out an 
acceptance among the world for its independence from the mainland. It should hold talks with 
the leaders, listen to their demands and provide free environment for democracy. 

Hong Kong is highly valuable to China and is the world‘s epicentre for financial markets. Since 
providing freedom to people of Hong Kong to elect their representative was in the original 1984 
agreement, PRC should have respect the desire of people of Hong Kong. Having a stable and 
prosperous Hong Kong will be in best interest of not only of China but of whole Asia. 

 
 
 

http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/for-clarity-on-hong-kong/article6473440.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/for-clarity-on-hong-kong/article6473440.ece
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Q6) Critically examine the important role that Iran could play in the Middle East region to 

solve regional crises. In your opinion, what should be the policy of Western powers vis a vis 

Iran? Discuss. 

 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/most-wanted-ally/ 
 

Ans: Past experiences of historical wars have proved that regional players are the most effective 

players in resolving problems. Third party intervention has always created complications. 

Similarly, Iran can be one of the most important pivots in resolving Middle East crisis which is 

in huge turbulence now. 

Iran as a big regional power, can be an effective dialogue manager. The predominantly shia 

country can help resolve everlasting shia-sunni divide. With the ashering of commitments made 

regarding atomic energy, it has presented itself as a responsible nation, hence it demands some 

trust from the western nations. It is in US‘ interests and in world‘s interest to engage Iran more 

in peace talks. It will serve two purposes, one, to eliminate Iran‘s isolation, and two, inculcate in 

it sense of responsibility. This might tone down the extremist influences inside. Many countries 

depend on its oil; can be an energy security for many. 

It can include strife ridden shia dominated Syria for talks and effective cooperation, including 

sealing of borders for cutting IS off. Being Russia and china on its side it can bring the two 

powers on board. 

It can provide security in the Persian Gulf and is a key player in Lebanon. The country is 
uniquely poised to help stabilize the region in whatever form it emerges after this period of 
readjustment and realignment. 
 
 It can assist Afghanistan in its build up and from threat of Pakistan; keep Iraq and Syria stable 
by alienating fears of those governments being overrun by ISIS. 
 
The policy of Western powers should primarily aim at maintaining balance of power between 
Iran and other countries. 
The Western Powers have declared full fledge strike on IS terror group .For complete 
annihilation of IS terrorist they must collaborate with Iran. 
 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/most-wanted-ally/
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But the measures need to be taken carefully. Anything taken rashly and callously can sprout 

more violence and sectarian divide. The sunnis have always been suspect of Iran‘s motives. The 

increased involvement can create more violence from the IS. Care must be taken from the world 

to ensure that Iran‘s efforts are not leveraged by it to secure its atomic facilities.  

Only a well thought out and detailed planned effort can result in the calming down of the 

region. Iran remains the epicenter of this peace process. 

Q7) Technology and financing are no longer real constraints in bringing high-speed trains to 

India. Competing foreign collaborators are willing to offer generous financial terms and 

technology transfer. The key issues are financial viability, optimal resource utilisation and 

benefits to the people. Examine. 

Main Article: 

The Indian Express 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/bullet-trains-in-perspective/ 

 

Technology and financing are no longer real constraints in bringing high-speed trains to 

India. Competing foreign collaborators are willing to offer generous financial terms and 

technology transfer. 

 

Because 

*many countries like China and Japan are ready to finance and transfer technology to contribute 

in India‘s next level of transportation system up gradation. 

 

 

The key issues are financial viability, optimal resource utilisation and benefits to the people. 

 

Issues involve 

 

1. Financial Viability 

              

   -The price of ticket is a big factor.India comprising mostly of poor people would find it 

unaffordable.The rates might find itself in competition with the air ticket rates. In this scenario 

the flight which takes less time are in an advantage. 

 

-Railways have been suffering losses for long because of high operating ratio and cross 

subsidisation. It makes 23 paise loss per passenger per kilometre. It needs to be ensured that the 

financial burden is not exacerbated with the coming of high-speed rails. 

2. Optimal Resource Utilisation 

              

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/bullet-trains-in-perspective/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/bullet-trains-in-perspective/
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  -Building a few isolated high-speed corridors will not fully serve the purpose, but integrating 

bullet trains with the existing IR network can help provide faster, direct connections to a large 

number of cities in the hinterland. 

 

-integration of these corridors with the IR can help reduce journey time for a large number of 

existing train services+ economically viable. Irrespective of their management structures, bullet 

trains should have a symbiotic relationship with the IR system by improving the efficiency of 

the existing rail network while gaining extra ridership by leveraging it. This requires 

interoperability of trains so that tracks and terminal infrastructure can be shared. 

 

-Track gauge is the most crucial issue. The world over, standard gauge is adopted for high-speed 

trains. But India has a pre-existing broad gauge network.However, the long-term costs of not 

adopting broad gauge for the high-speed network will be higher. 

 

-The Government need to take a prudent step at this juncture to decide between a single system 

or a double system which might be interpreted by many as class division of society as well. 

 

*1) Separate Corridors: This will work like a greenfield project for the international companies 

which will be using the Standard Gauge for the tracks and connect major cities, it will be faster 

to develop, safer and unhindered to run, but once developed on standard gauge it won‘t be able 

to ever integrate with the broad gauge network of Indian railway (even though integration is 

possible through rolling back system but they are not cheap) 

2) Integrate with IR network: This can work as a long term solution and have the ability to connect 

even the hinterlands and small cities thus can reduce the population burden from the larger 

cities along with connecting the future smart cities. But, it will require to develop the bullet train 

to run on Broad Gauge, not only it will be a brown field project for the multinational companies 

but also would need lots of customization, additionally would risk the bullet train as IR 

networks are slow and often met with accidents. 

 

3. Benefits for the People 

-High speed trains should connect the small towns 

-must be economically viable for people 

-reduced journey time 
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-Improving the accessibility of smaller cities would reduce the pressure on the megacities. It can 

also catalyse the development of ―smart cities‖  
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Q8) Examine how Indian banking sector got benefited from India‘s diversity post 1990s 

economic reforms. 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/banking-on-diversity/99/ 

 

Ans: 

Economic reforms has had a tremendous impact on Indian economy,society and polity. It 

provided avenues for the immense diversity of India to express itself. 

Diversity of class and their affect on banking 
1) The upper class got new opportunity to invest in several new companies, projects, 
infrastructure etc. This required immense amount of capital. The banking sector capitalised in 
this and started giving long term loans and benefitted immensely. 
2) New education opportunities in the western countries especially led to a rise in education 
loans among the middle class. Also, increase in car loans and house loans was also immense 
after the reforms. 
3) increased migration to Arab and other nations led to increased use of banking services to take 
the remittances sent and for foreign exchange services. Also, loans for small scale and micro 
industries increased. 

The rise of services sector along with good performance of agriculture sector increased demand 
for banking services. The services sector led to the rise of ATMs, net banking, and other 
different banking services which provided immense benefits to the banking sector. 

Another factor that benefitted the banking sector post reforms through globalization was the 
homogenizing of Indian culture. Such homogenization made it easier for banks to deliver 
similar products in different regions thereby helping in economies of scale for the banks. 

Indian banking sectors resilience and innovation coupled by the demand created post reforms 
helped the banking sector get immense benefits and gradually these benefits have transferred to 
the public and the nation. 

 

 

 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/banking-on-diversity/99/
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Secure 2014 (7th Oct 2014) 

Topics: - GS3 

Q1) Recently the World Bank while projecting India‘s GDP growth has advised India to 

bring ‗structural ‗reforms‘ in its economy and has also advised to remove constraints such as 

supply chain delays and uncertainty to boost manufacturing sector. Examine what are these 

structural reforms, supply chain delays and how they affect Indian economy. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/world-bank-

presses-for-reforms-114100600945_1.html 

Ans: 

Introduction 

WB while releasing its report on south asia, upscaled India‘s gdp growth rate projection for 

2014-15 to 5.6%. But bank also advised to bring structural reforms and remove constraints. 

Structural reforms 

1. Trade liberalization not only in goods and services but fully liberalized capital account also. 

2. Balancing Budget i.e. fiscal consolidation. 

3. Easing foreign Investment norms  

 Many sectors still have a cap on foreign investment and opening them further will bring 

required capital and technology from abroad. Encouraging more investments for example by 

increasing FII, FDI limits. 

4. Removing price controls and subsidies particularly on fuel, food and fertilizer.( Ill-targeted 

subsidies). 

5. Improving governance and fighting corruption i.e. by making administration more 

transparent, efficient, citizen centric etc. (Transparency index rank 86). 

6. Better exit policy, revamping Sez policy, risk devolution in PPP etc. 

7. Tax non-uniformity and ambiguity 

 Various state, local and central level taxes cause non-uniformity within the country. 

Often distribution and logistics decision are based on tax structure within a particular 

state.  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/world-bank-presses-for-reforms-114100600945_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/world-bank-presses-for-reforms-114100600945_1.html
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 Ideally these decisions must be based on business considerations so that economy 

achieves optimal growth. WB advocated speedy implementation of GST to bring 

uniformity, clarity and predictability in the tax regime. 

 Introduction of GST will create a single market all over India and will help in increasing 

the GDP. 

 

 8. Labour Reforms 

Due to very strong and sometime impractical labour laws, India still has above 90% workers in 

unorganized sector. This reduces labour productivity. Labour laws must provide flexibility to 

both worker and employer. Central government recently proposes changes in factories act, 

industrial dispute act and apprenticeship act. 

 

9. Financial sector Reforms 

 Financial sector suffers from over-regulation, under-regulation in various sub-sectors. 

Implementing FSLRC report will bring transparency, uniformity and efficiency so that financial 

sector can play its role of providing credit very effectively. 

10. Infrastructure Provision 

Lack of adequate infrastructure like power production. (We produce 230 GWt against 

requirement of 310 GWt, no manufacturing parks yet except those few which are started after 

2012 policy.) 

11. Overhaul of regulatory structure 

    Requirement of multiple clearances increases coast and time of doing business. So, single       

window system, e-compliance are needed. 

12.  Faster Decision Making and Efficient environmental regulations 

  Lack of speedy clearances and too much of environmental concerns has led to a negative per 

perception. A lot of projects have stalled due to lack of quicker environmental clearance. A 

system of quick and objective assessment will help in rapid execution of projects. Supporting 

environmental legislation which will not compromise sustainability but at the same time 

remove delays etc. 

13. Improving on Cumbersome laws and thus resultant legal disputes. (Ease of doing business 

ranking 134, Bottlenecks in land acquisition etc) 

14. Too much of interventions and regulation by government. (Drug pricing policy) 
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Supply chain Constraints 

1. Wastage of time during transit 

Long transit times due to state border check-points and different entry and sales tax in different 

states, tolls and other stoppages. These inflate the logistic costs in the form of increased buffer 

stocks and lost sales pushing the logistics costs by 66%. 

2. Unpredictability in supply chain leading to more Inventory 

Due to long delays at inter-state check points, supply becomes unpredictable so manufacturers 

are forced to build more inventory. For perishable items this means wastage. For non-perishable 

items more space is needed to store more inventory so higher capital costs. 

 

3. Corruption at border points 

– this leads to increased cost and black economy 

2. Delays in freight transport due to inefficient linkages from the production sites to markets. 

3) Presence of too many intermediaries 

4) Lack of proper forward and backward linkages. 

5.) Establishment of cold storage facilities ( FDI in retail would help )  

6.) Warehouse problem in APMC yards 

7.) Need dedicated Trains for faster movement of goods transfer. 

How does this effect our economy? 

Manufacturing sector can actually be the back bone of an economy. Lack of it is mandating less 

value addition to our natural resources. This is creating stress on our BOP. And this sector has 

the potency of generating 10 crore new employments in next 5 years. Unless we address these 

bottle necks it would be difficult to compete with external world. 

Conclusion 

These reforms would increase India‘s manufacturing sectors performance. Leading to increased 

employment, increased income and higher productivity. This would have a spillover effect on 

the agriculture and services sector also. On the whole, leading to quicker and more inclusive 

growth. Some recent steps like, Expenditure Management Commission, FRBM commitments, 

FDI in various sectors, ―Make in India‖ are welcome developments. 
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Q2) These days there is a lot of talk going on about the benefits of Big Data in various 

sectors. What is Big Data and how is it useful for organizations and governments? Discuss. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/alokananda-chakraborty-

big-data-can-change-marketing-114100600987_1.html  

Points: 

Big data can be described by the following characteristics: 

 Volume – The quantity of data that is generated is very important in this context.It is the 

size of the data which determines the value and potential of the data under 

consideration and whether it can actually be considered as Big Data or not. The name 

‗Big Data‘ itself contains a term which is related to size and hence the characteristic. 

 Variety - The next aspect of Big Data is its variety. This means that the category to which 

Big Data belongs to is also a very essential fact that needs to be known by the data 

analysts. This helps the people, who are closely analyzing the data and are associated 

with it, to effectively use the data to their advantage and thus upholding the importance 

of the Big Data. 

 Velocity - The term ‗velocity‘ in the context refers to the speed of generation of data or 

how fast the data is generated and processed to meet the demands and the challenges 

which lie ahead in the path of growth and development. 

 Variability - This is a factor which can be a problem for those who analyse the data. This 

refers to the inconsistency which can be shown by the data at times, thus hampering the 

process of being able to handle and manage the data effectively. 

 Complexity - Data management can become a very complex process, especially when 

large volumes of data come from multiple sources. These data need to be linked, 

connected and correlated in order to be able to grasp the information that is supposed to 

be conveyed by these data. This situation, is therefore, termed as the ‗complexity‘ of Big 

Data. 

 

 

Ans – 

Big Data is a new generation technology which includes tools & process which an organisation 

requires to handle the large amount of data & storage facilities. It has the potential to help 

company improve operation & make faster & intelligent decisions. It manages, sort, streamlined 
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different variety of huge volume of data in timely manner thereby extracting value from it. Big 

Data is big in terms of 

Volume:- Data is collected from vast number of sources like social media, shopping details etc 

Velocity: Data comes at huge speed and need to be processed in real time 

Variety :- it includes audio, videos, text numbers etc 

It helps organization in understanding customer shopping behavior, his likes and preference 

and his requirement, thus help in developing or projecting products customized to those 

customers. Email, social media, online retailer etc rely on bigdata to for launching custom made 

product. 

Given the Digital India campaign of the government, It is rightly placed to utilize the benefit of 

big data. 

1. Various websites like Mygov.in, makeinindia.com, ebiz.com etc. helps government to connect 

with the vast number of citizens and incorporate their feedback and suggestions in course 

correction of present projects or designing of future projects and scheme. 

2. Vast number of surveys national census, socio-economic census, UIDAI etc. can provide 

government with vast data that they can use. 

3. Big Data processing can also help in combatting terrorist activity by realtime communication 

monitoring. 

4. Also data from various private companies etc can help government track the changing 

behavior of citizen. 

5. It can help in assessment of its own work and working of government 
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Q3). ―In the 21st century, the Prime Minister‘s job should increasingly be to talk about high-

level policy – to set a policy direction, and to choose the best people and structures to 

implement it.‖ Critically examine what should be the Prime Minister‘s role vis a vis domestic 

and foreign affairs in a globalized India. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/out-of-town-
114100600986_1.html 

Ans:  

‗First among the equals‘ as he is referred to, a PM‗s post is vital in directing the course of affairs 
in a parliamentary democracy .He is the axle around which the wheels of development run 
.Maintaining a constant speed wrt policy formulation & implementation is the trademark of a 
pro-active government headed by an active PM. 

A PM should have no hesitation whatsoever in taking tough decisions thereby steering the 
government away from a policy vacuum. He needs to appoint persons of calibre at top posts to 
speed up the process of policy implementation & removing the bottlenecks that have been 
plaguing Indian economy for long. 

On the international front a PM represents India in various summits and forums where he can 
work towards developing an investor friendly image of our country while simultaneously 
fostering mutual trust between India & other nations. Foreign policy should be directed in a 
way that our international obligations are met without compromising the national interests. A 
PM should be vociferous in expressing the national sentiment on various issues concerning the 
country on world stage like UNGN.  

 Though a PM is expected to lead from the front, he should give ample space to his ministers to 
work freely and formulate policies on their own, guiding them when necessary but not 
interfering with each and every decision .A strong and firm leader who directs its cabinet to 
take quick decisions and simultaneously allows for a conducive work atmosphere free of 
excessive interference is what is expected of a PM in the 21st century. 

In this globalized world a PM cannot alienate himself from the foreign policy while involving 
deeply in the internal affairs of the country. Today each nation is interdependent on one 
another for its holistic growth. A PM is expected to lead the front on domestic as well as 
international arena in order to balance the need for direction, supervision & execution of the 
policies in the country to steer India away from a policy paralysis at home while maintaining a 
visible and clear stand on the foreign policy. 

 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/out-of-town-114100600986_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/out-of-town-114100600986_1.html


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 34 
 

Paper-3-Infrastructure and energy 

Q 4) The Electricity Act of 2003 has some progressive provisions to usher reforms in the 

power sector reforms, but these provisions have not translated into action. Critically 

examine. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/closed-access-

114100600983_1.html 

Ans: 

The EA 2003 have some progressive provisions to usher reforms in the power sector but 
following aspects are yet to be translated in to action. 

1. Electricity Distribution delicensed in rural areas and required license in urban areas but only    
16 states have notified what constitutes rural area and thus rural distribution yet to be freed up 
in nearly one third of country. 
 
2. Open access in transmission with provision of surcharge to take care of present level of cross 
subsidization with surcharge gradually phased off do not have many takers. Differential prices 
between agricultural/household and industries have discouraged big consumers to move to 
open access system. 

3. Stringent provisions for penalizing electricity theft was provided but are not implemented 
satisfactorily causing huge losses to distributor. 
 
4. CEA was set up to recommend technological modifications for reducing transmission losses 
which runs up to 40 pct of power produced, wanting for progress. 
 
5. Rural electrification was mandated to be expedited but state govt. have been unable to 
achieve its periodic targets. 

The EA 2003 have introduced a modern framework for Electricity Generation, 
transmission,distribution and trading but due to absence of ground level implementation the 
objective of removing structural deficiencies and infrastructure bottlenecks related to electricity 
supply are not achieved. 

 

Q6) A swine flu outbreak in 2009 exposed the lack of preparedness and infrastructure in 

India to deal with such diseases. In the light of recent outbreak of Ebola virus disease, 

Critically Evaluate India‘s preparedness at this moment. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/centre-to-set-up-virology-

labs-in-120-districts/article6476819.ece 

Ans: 

A country of 1.25 billion and only 2 virology labs. This only tells the sorry state of health affairs 

of the country. No wonder with such low capacities any viral outbreak can be a potential 

epidemic. The swine flu was a testament and future ebola outbreak could be the one too. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/closed-access-114100600983_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/closed-access-114100600983_1.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/centre-to-set-up-virology-labs-in-120-districts/article6476819.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/centre-to-set-up-virology-labs-in-120-districts/article6476819.ece
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Learning from the past failures, the government has taken several measures to prevent the 

deadly virus from its outbreak. 

 

1) The government has set up facilities at airports and ports to manage travellers showing 

symptoms of the disease such as fever, intense weakness or bleeding. Those displaying 

symptoms are tracked up to 4 weeks. 

2) State authorities have also been instructed to designate hospitals with isolation wards for 

response to possible cases and to stock protective equipment. 

3) Ebola hotline has been setup, mainly for the public seeking information on signs and 

symptoms of the hemorrhagic illness. 

Some more remedial measures have been announced, for further strengthening the in-action 

measures. 

- The government has decided to fully operationalize state-of-the-art virology diagnostic 

laboratories in 120 districts by 2015. 

 

- Under the programme, there will be 10 regional laboratories set up in PGI Chandigarh, 

AIIMS and JIPMER, Puducherry. These will be guided by the local units of the Indian 

Council of Medical Research (ICMR). 

 

- The Ministry is also strengthening the Model Rural Health Research Units which will be 

advanced to improve the coverage of health services and early detection of diseases. 

So far, since no vaccine has been developed for ebola. It will definitely continue to test the 

patience and preparedness of the countries throughout the world and it becomes the 

responsibility of the government, as well as the people, to devise a strategy to prevent its 

outbreak. 

Q7) Recently the Supreme Court directed for an inquiry into every police encounter that 

leads to human killings. Critically comment on the significance of this directive. 

 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/investigating-the-

investigators/article6476777.ece 

 

Ans: 

 

Judgement 

-Recently, the SC framed guidelines giving directions that every death at police hands in   

encounters must be independently investigated and no officer be rewarded for gallantry unless 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/investigating-the-investigators/article6476777.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/investigating-the-investigators/article6476777.ece
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such investigation has established his bonafide action that the circumstances compelled him to 

take that course of action. Also it states that each death should be probed by State CID or a team 

from police station other than one that is involved in crime. 

Significance 

-This is expected to reduce cases of fake-encounters and other kind of police over-steppings. 

-This directive will be of great significance in improving the functioning of the police. It will 

help honest policemen to stand against the rising unethical pressure from different quarters 

such as political executives and members of the society to have quick results. 

-This will eliminate or at least minimize cases of illegal or off-the-record detention. Cases of 

custodial torture often leading to death, which is a gross violation of human right, will come 

down. Basically rule of law will prevail which is essential for democracy. 

Critical Comments 

-But this might dilute the effectiveness of police in insurgency affected area such as LWE areas. 

Since it is difficult to prove even a genuine encounter under such extra-ordinary and difficult 

situation. Without liberal nature of scrutiny anti-insurgency operation may get severely 

affected. 

-While the directives are a good start in the direction of police reforms, they will not be very 

much effective on their own. A respect for ethical practices and human dignity on the part of 

both society and police along with ensuring that the investigations and magisterial enquiries as 

proposed by the SC directives are free and fair will strongly reinforce the noble motives behind 

this order. 

-There is also a perception that magisterial inquiries are often an eyewash and are dictated by 

political executive. Hence, police and political enlightenment should go hand in hand. 

-It may lead to a scenario in which police officials tend to avoid such cases to save themselves 

the trouble of a long drawn investigation that could severely affect their carrier growth. 

 

 

 

 

 

Q8) Critically evaluate the achievements made by the flagship Central government 

programme Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Vidyutikaran Yojana (RGGVY). 

 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/electrified-but-without-

electricity/article6476779.ece 

 

Ans: 

 

Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Vidyutikaran Yojana (RGGVY) is the flagship govt program for rural 

electrification started in 2005 with the aim to provide reliable and quality electricity to the 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/electrified-but-without-electricity/article6476779.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/electrified-but-without-electricity/article6476779.ece
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villages of India. Village electrification according to definition is the the one in which 10% of the 

houses and public utilities like school, hospital etc are electrified. It aims to provide electricity 

free of charge to BPL family and establishment of transformer, feeder, and distribution lines. 

Though this project has got considerable achievement in getting numbers of village electrified, 

the project has number of loopholes 

1. Definition:- The definition of village electrification is faulty. 10% coverage leads to only 

powerful (economic and political ) to get electrified. BPL people are left out. Contractor only 

aims for 10% electrification and appropriate money from those who can pay and give undue 

benefit. 

2. Quality of electrification:- Village are the worst victim of load shedding. Electricity is not 

available at the time it is not required. 

3. Lack of information:- Even though the village which has been electrified by this project the 

villagers are least aware. There is no complain registering mechanism. 

4. Only expansion by grid extension:- Off grid electrification is not taken care of . Renewable 

energy potential and local resources are not tapped in the process. 

 

RGGVY is an excellent scheme at heart and intension but its improper design and 

implementation has been a major cause of its failure. Merely extension of grid would not solve 

the energy woes. There is an urgent need to renew the definition of the project. Stakeholders 

and Gram panchayat should adequately informed and a transparent implementation is 

required. 

 

 

Q9) "To provide a stable home, a happy family life and a comfortable society to live in for 

NRI's, besides discarding outdated legislation, Indian legislators seriously need to make new 

laws for international Indians." In the light of some conflicting legislations which affect 

NRIs and People of Indian Origins, examine the issues involved and how to address them. 

 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/national-laws-for-

international-indians/article6476778.ece 

 

Ans: 

 

Indian Diaspora numbering about 25 Million is the second largest in the world spread all across 

the world. Always willing to nurture and enhance their link to India, these community faces 

problem through many outdated laws and associated ambiguities. 

 

Issues: 

1) Obsolete Personal Laws: Indian laws related to marriage, divorce, adoption, child right, 

matrimonial dispute do not stand the test of time. At present, there are no comprehensive laws 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/national-laws-for-international-indians/article6476778.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/national-laws-for-international-indians/article6476778.ece
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regulating surrogacy, inter-country adoption, tenancy of Indian property. Sadly, a Uniform 

Civil Code is yet to come in force governing all Indians irrespective of their religion. 

 

2) Issue of Nationality: On the question of dual nationalities, archaic and overlapping laws such 

as Passport act 1920, create confusion. The discretion vested in the hand of officials often lead to 

deportation, detention, solitary confinement- a gross violation of human right. 

 

3) There is no clarity over applicability of foreign laws on them, validity of judgments 

pronounced overseas and verdicts of Indian courts. 

 

4) Currently, India is in a statutory vacuum to deal with issues that are bound to raise head with 

the influx of our diaspora such as: illegal immigration, business immigration, human 

smuggling, status of a homosexual couple etc. 

 

Remedies: 

• Archaic and overlapping laws must be repealed at the earliest. 

• Existing personal, familial and matrimonial laws need to be updated and some international 

provisions prevalent worldwide need to be incorporated. There can be no more suitable time to 

bring in UCC. 

• A statutory authority dealing with issues of illegal immigration, dual nationality is needed 

with a tribunal to adjudicate disputes. 

• Comprehensive central laws dealing with human trafficking, citizenship, commercial 

surrogacy etc. 

In addition to economic opportunities, these people born and brought up in foreign land want 

similar liberal and modern social structure and corresponding legal provision in place to ensure 

their enforcement. 
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 Secure 8th Oct 14 

Topics: - GS3 

Q1) There are several manufacturing sectors where India has succeeded like pharmaceuticals, 

automobiles and auto parts, and textiles, but not in other sectors. Examine why. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/subir-roy-designed-in-

india-114100701209_1.html 

Ans: 

Introduction 

A strong Manufacturing sector is the symbol of any industrialized nation which India has come 

to realize very lately with the Govt.‘s ‗Make in INDIA‘ campaign. India has made her global 

presence felt only in sectors of pharmaceuticals, automobiles and auto parts and textiles while 

in other sectors like electronics, aviation and defense sectors, let alone global, there is meager 

domestic presence. 

Reasons for success in Pharmaceuticals, Automobile and Textile sectors:- 

 

Textile:-Easy availability of raw material like cotton, iron, coal and also cheap labour 

India enjoyed dominance in textile sectors since ancient times . 

 Presence of huge number of powerlooms, cheap and skilled labour, and easy export through 

seas has led to its boom. Still INDIAN designs are acknowledged globally. 

 

2. Automobiles:-Protection given to automobile Industry by govt. imposing high duty on 

imported cars. Domestic as well as foreign manufacturers based in INDIA prefer sourcing of 

cheaper auto parts from Indian companies which led to flourishing of this Industry. 

 Low cost labour and raw material such as steel as well as route to south and south east Asian 

markets 

 

3. Pharmaceutical:-Indian patent law provide for R&D as well as generic affordable medicines 

that are in high demands in the poor and developing countries. Weak patent regime before 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/subir-roy-designed-in-india-114100701209_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/subir-roy-designed-in-india-114100701209_1.html
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TRIPS in WTO helped was another reason for pharma sector growth. 

 

 

Reasons for meager presence in other sectors like aeronautics, semiconductors , Defence etc:- 

 

The major concern is with regard to manufacturing of electronics equipment. This is because of 

lack of availability of semiconductor fabrication labs and research in the sector. Further, India 

does not have the capability to develop rare earth metals with financial viability. 

Huge dependence on imports is the major reason for lack of growth in defence sector. 

Further there is lack of per capita energy availability as well as mobilization of natural resources 

like important chemicals, coal and natural gas leading to impact of fertilizer production.  Lack 

of raw materials such as rare earth metals and chemicals for fertilizers is the main reason for the 

high cost of production in India. 

Other problems Include:- 

1. Lack of infrastructure: Be it heavy industries, mining, construction, electricity,transport, ports 

etc what is required is a proper infrastructure. 

 

2. Lack of human capital: The workers are not skilled enough. Skill development has to be 

emphasized to convert humans into a human resource. The indiscipline of the workforce is also 

one of the major problems. 

 

3. Lack of finances: Credit availability is always a problem as less finances means less 

production. Long gestation projects always find difficulty in getting financed, infrastructure 

debt bonds haven‘t yielded much finances. 

 

4. Lack of proper business regulations: Unstable taxation regime, confusion regarding 

retrospective taxation, multiple clearances requirement, lack of a single window clearance 

system, red tape, corruption etc 

 

5. Complex laws and litigations or policy constraints: every big project manages to reach courts 

because of PILs which leads to unnecessary delays. Huge delays in land acquisition,  stringent 

labour laws, lack of large scale production etc are also some of the problems. 
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6. Foreign investment: More amount of FDI would boost these sectors but unfortunately our 

foreign investment is mostly FII which hardly helps in asset generation. 

 

7. Lack of Technology: Poor R&D has led to this problem which affects manufacturing. Few 

technological innovations as compared to other nations has hit the quality of our products. The 

Indian Higher education system is not research oriented which leads to this. 

 

8. Lack of ―‘Brand India‖- India has been unable to create a brand name for itself. Focus on 

adequate marketing and cobranding with renowned brands might help in its emergence. This 

leads to Indian customer‘s attraction to foreign brands as India does not have its own. 

Q2). Comment on the significance of the recently concluded agreement on the gas-pricing 

formula for export of natural gas from India to Pakistan. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/nisha-taneja-samridhi-

bimal-indo-pak-gas-deal-is-more-than-hot-air-114100701208_1.html 

Points :-  

 The agreement comes as a breakthrough in the two-year long negotiation between the 

two state-run gas utilities, India's Gas Authority of India Ltd (GAIL) and 

Pakistan's Inter State Gas Systems (ISGS). 

 The proposal was for GAIL to supply five million metric standard cubic metres a day 

(mmscmd) of lean gas to Pakistan for five years. GAIL will source liquefied natural gas 

(LNG) from international suppliers (largely West Asia), which will then be re-gasified 

at the LNG terminal at Dahej in Gujarat, for supply to Pakistan. GAIL will lay a 110-

km pipeline from Jalandhar to the Amritsar-Attari border, while Pakistan will build 

another 30 km of pipelines. 

 The only unsettled issue was the price at which Pakistan would buy gas from India. 

 The significance of this milestone needs to be understood in a much larger context of 

the 1,680 km-long Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline 

project. When fully implemented, the TAPI pipeline project will originate at the 

Yolotan Osman fields in Turkmenistan, from where gas will transit through Herat and 

Kandahar in Afghanistan, before passing through Quetta in Pakistan. It will make its 

final halt in Fazilka, in Indian Punjab. The Asian Development Bank is playing a key 

advisory and facilitating role to help kick-start the project. 

 With regard to the TAPI pipeline, Afghanistan sees it as a significant revenue stream as 

well as a source of energy as the country builds its economy. Afghan authorities have 

promised to deploy 5,000 to 7,000 security personnel to safeguard the route. Moreover, 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/nisha-taneja-samridhi-bimal-indo-pak-gas-deal-is-more-than-hot-air-114100701208_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/nisha-taneja-samridhi-bimal-indo-pak-gas-deal-is-more-than-hot-air-114100701208_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Inter+State+Gas+Systems
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Gail
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Lng
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Tapi
http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=The+Asian+Development+Bank
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the US is backing the TAPI pipeline as part of its larger geopolitical strategy of 

linking Central Asia to South Asia. The project is a key foundation for the New Silk 

Road initiative announced by then-Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in India in July 

2011. 

 The next step in this direction would be electricity trading between the two countries. 

 

Significance more points :- This pipeline open new opportunities for both India and Pakistan 

 

INDIA: 

1. Opportunity to earn revenue by selling gas to Pakistan 

2. Confidence building measure which would expedite TAPI and IPI pipeline through Pakistan. 

3. It would lead to much needed industrial development of Punjab. 

4. Proposal to allow India Pakistan Official and Businessmen to meet at Wagah would expedite 

FTA signing by Pakistan 

 

Pakistan: 

1. It would provided much needed gas for energy deficit Pakistan. 

2. Will help Pakistan industrialized by ensuring reliable power to Industries. 

3. Would further facilitate electricity import from India by HVDC. 

 

Ans –  

Due to lack of LNG terminals and huge shortage of gas, Pakistan has now decided to source gas 

from India through a pipeline. But, the deal is important not just in economic terms, but also in 

diplomatic terms. It increases interdependence between both the countries. The 

interdependence will be helpful in following ways:- 

• The improvement of trade ties will create vested interest in both the countries, which will be 

helpful in diffusing of tense situation. 

• India may get access to Central Asia through land route and Pakistan can be benefited 

through transit charges of gas and goods. There can be further interconnectedness through 

IPI(Iran-Pakistan-India) and TAPI (Turkmenistan Afghanistan Pakistan and India) pipeline. 
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• It may or may not bring peace, but will be helpful in increasing people to people contact, 

which despite being ethically and culturally so close, has been hampered by prevailing 

hostilities between both the countries. 

Thus, the gas deal can be considered as beacon of hope. Economy can help in bringing peace, 

where diplomacy and other means failed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q3). It is a concern that the financial needs of electioneering exert a malign influence on all 

policy making in India. In this regard, critically evaluate steps taken by the Election 

Commission of India to curb the effect of opaque money on the election-financing process. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/the-power-of-money-

114100701219_1.html 

Ans: 

A smooth Election Process is the mainstay of a healthy democracy and for the worlds largest 

democracy it becomes even more important that the Election commission  works pro-actively to 

rid the whole processof systemic deficiencies. 

The issue of the use of hidden money in the electioneering by political parties needs to be dealt 

with striclty in this regard as it gravely effects the policy decisions of the  political parties if they 

come to power .Election commission in this regard has taken various steps , 

1).To prevent candidates from under-reportng of their huge expenditures ECi has raised the 

ceiling to 70Lakhs . 

2). Parties are told to keep up-to-date accounts, at the risk of de-registration. Any cash 

contributions are to be put into a bank account and put in the books within a week or of the 

contribution being made. Parties are reminded that they will not be permitted to pay more than 

Rs 20,000 a day in cash to any individual or organisation. Nor are they allowed to have 

contributions of more than Rs 20,000 in cash. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/the-power-of-money-114100701219_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/the-power-of-money-114100701219_1.html
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3). Parties have to submit a ‗contribution report‘ every financial year to the Election 

Commission containing the details of all the contributions received in excess of Rs. 20,000 by 

any individual or company. Parties are also supposed to file Income Tax (IT) Returns with the 

IT department. 

4). ECI  has made it mandatory for all candidates to list their movable and immovable assets in 

the affidavits submitted to the Commission. 

5). Flying squads , static surveillance teams have been established to track illegal cash 

transactions during the election process. 

Despite of the above steps taken by ECI , political parties frequently indulge in the use of illegal 

means to finance their election campaigns.A mammoth election campaign costing around 

30,000crores for this year's lok sabha election is a prime example of their chicanery. 

-The limit of 20,000 a day is circumvented by notifying false depositors & large sums are 

deposited through benami transactions in this way. 

-The expenditure taken by ECI from candidates doesn‘t take into account expenditure on 

advertisements. 

-The ―gifts‖ or ―facilities‖ provided by well wishers or supporters is not taken into account. For 

example: vehicles and chartered planes. 

State funding  of the elections would be a welcome step in creating a level playing field for all 

the candidaes and political parties so that financially weaker parties are not sidelined in this 

whole process.Mechanisms for tracking the hidden and illegal funds of the parties should be 

devised and implemented to curb this problem. 

 

Q4). India‘s National Map Policy (NMP) released in 2005 has become outdated and 

anachronistic. Critically examine. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/maps-of-the-past-

114100701217_1.html 

Ans 

 The National Map Policy 2005 which came up with the objective to provide,maintain and allow 
access and make available the National Topographic Database (NTDB) of the Survey of 
Inda(SoI) clearly seems to be undermined by the technological developments and innovations. 

The policy provides for 2 series of maps: 
(i)Defence Series: classified, high resolution and detailed maps restricted to security forces. 
(ii)Open Series : open for use in public domain. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/maps-of-the-past-114100701217_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/maps-of-the-past-114100701217_1.html
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Technologies have broken govt. monopoly over spatial data & has put serious question marks 
on the validity of MNP in the current context. The need for having an indigenous navigation 
system was felt long back in 1999 during the Kargil war when US-govt maintained space-based 
navigation denied India to provide vital spatial information. It spurred India to design its own 
version of GPS. 

Thanks to Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS), an autonomous regional 
satellite navigation system being developed by ISRO, which could well be a supplant to the 
foreign-govt controlled global navigation systems & thus help in circumventing the infidelity 
during the hostile situations. 

These IRNSS system of satellites would provide significant help in: 
-land, sea and air navigation, 
-disaster management, 
-vehicle tracking and fleet management, 

 
Thus, the National Map Policy need to resurrect by fully incorporating IRNSS data and revive 
changes to benefit not just the state needs for administration, security and surveillance but also 
to take care of civilian needs and hence prove its relevance. 

 

Q6) Write a note on how technology can be used for better disaster preparedness. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/weather-apps-to-

strengthen-disaster-preparedness/article6479963.ece 

Ans:  

Coping with hazards whether natural or attributable to human activity is one of the greatest 

challenges of the applications of science and technology in 21st century. 

Modern technologies have been developed that reduces the exposure to natural hazard of the 

physical and built environment and other elements of socio-economic life. Some of them are: 

 

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY: 

-Owing to progress in design and construction engineering, earthquake-resistant structures, 

including high-rise buildings, critical lifelines and industrial facilities, are technically feasible 

and have become a reality. This enhances its capacity to control or modify the disaster events. 

 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY: 

-Computer based information link for forecasting disasters, warning and responding to 

disasters, information on damages, rescue and relief restoration and rehabilitation provides 

timely warnings to people to respond to emergency relief requests and to disseminate 

information related to disaster management. 

-A computer graphics based on weather and natural disaster warning system designed for 

television is to ensure disaster warning messages are best disseminated to people. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/weather-apps-to-strengthen-disaster-preparedness/article6479963.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/weather-apps-to-strengthen-disaster-preparedness/article6479963.ece
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-Flood and inundation maps using the most up-to-date GIS technology can be used for 

mitigating loss of life and property damage caused by natural disasters. 

-River flood alert system on most flash flood prone rivers could be used to give advance 

warning of impending flooding. 

- Satellite Radio can be used as a technology, that was widely accepted in earlier times as well. 

- Remote Sensing can be used to find out the places that needs early evacuation of human kind. 

-Last but not the least, some mobile apps have helped the recent Jammu and Kashmir disaster 

mitigation to some considerable extent. So the development of such mobile apps should be 

stressed upon. 

Thus, the expansion of global communications and information technologies have increased the 

availability of information on natural disasters considerably. The exchange and transfer in the 

application of science and technology to disaster reduction should be further incorporated in all 

disaster reduction activities. 

 

 

 

Q7) ―The entire regulatory framework pertaining to clinical trials needs to be overhauled and 

a clear, coherent and succinct set of stand-alone rules needs to be introduced for satisfying 

the principles laid down by the Supreme Court for approving trials .‖ Examine these 

principles set by the SC, the present regulatory framework and its drawbacks. 

 

Main Article :http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-steel-frame-for-clinical-

trials/article6479812.ece 

 

Ans: 

-Clinical trials are testing experiments carried out on patients to confer the therapeutic 

effectiveness of a drug.Owing to easy and inexpensive availability of subjects (patients), India is 

the attractive destination for conducting trials by companies worldwide. 

-India‘s clinical research market projected to cross USD 1 billion by 2020. This is due to the large 

and easily accessible population with lower costs when compared to the developed world. 

-The Supreme Court of India has laid down the following principles to govern clinical trials 

a. Assessment of risk vs benefit to patient 

b. Need for innovation vis a vis existing therapeutic options 

c. Unmet medical needs in the country 

-The present regulatory framework which is governed by cosmetics and drugs rules 1945 is 

inadequate in providing effective standard operative procedures and having lack of informed 

consent procedures which undermines the transparency and safety. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-steel-frame-for-clinical-trials/article6479812.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-steel-frame-for-clinical-trials/article6479812.ece
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-The Present framework have some major drawbacks 

1) Law: It provisions for only written consent which is against the interest of low literacy rate 

country, incapacitated are not included in vulnerable, Ethics committee have clash of interest as 

the same people are investigators also, the law has not defined the term ―appropriate time‖ for 

regular trials review 

Issues with ethics committee 

– lack of experts in the field 

– inadequate resources with ethics committees 

– currently their expenditure funded by the investigator leading to conflict of interest 

– non-transparent functioning 

2) Implementation: The growing number of trails are making it almost impossible to monitor all 

trails especially when the law is silent on this, there has hardly been any punitive action taken 

against violators ever. 

3)No risk assessment and inadequate compensation for victims of clinical trials. 

4)Trial results not under the ambit of RTI. 

-Solution 

1.Need for informed consent. 

2.There is an urgent need to ensure independence of ethics committee/accreditation of the 

ethics committee. 

3. Improvement in trial infrastructure. 

-Ranjit roy Chaudhary committee provided below suggestions for clinical trials 

1.Accreditation of investigator of clinical trial, site of the trial undertaken and ethics committee 

which clears the trial 
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2.Ethics committee should be independent and impartial, should not have interest in the trial 

being undertaken 

3.The Investigator should have required qualification, experience and training. 

4.The ethics committee should have experienced and independent persons and should follow 

the standardized procedure for clearing the trials 

 

Q8) It is said that India‘s successful mission to Mars was cost-effective and cheapest so far. 

Examine the reasons attributed for this low cost mission. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/getting-to-mars-through-

jugaad/article6479842.ece 

Ans: 

24 September, 2014 was big day for ISRO and India as ISRO became successful in placing the 
spacecraft into Mars orbit. The MOM (Mars Orbital Mission) is the cheapest interplanetary 
mission yet. 

India is a country in which a large population lives under poverty line and it was the challenge 
for the ISRO to aim for the success from mere budget it gets from the government as compared 
to other countries, which ISRO did very well. 

Some of the reasons for cost-effectiveness are - 

-Cheap Labor - the salaries of scientists and other staff is less comparable to 
other countries. 
-Building the final model of the orbiter from the start instead of building a series 
of iterative models. 
-limited the number of ground tests. 
-Using components and building blocks from earlier missions like liquid apogee  
motor (LAM), PSLV rather than GSLV. 
-Launching the satellite first into earth's orbit to build up enough speed to break  
free from the earth‘s gravitational pull. 

India‘s economical approach for space exploration proved that future intergalactic missions are 

possible on small budgets. This achievement goes a long way in inspiring a whole generation 

and incorporating the technology to achieve socio-economic objectives. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/getting-to-mars-through-jugaad/article6479842.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/getting-to-mars-through-jugaad/article6479842.ece
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Q9). Though fracking technology has enabled USA to meet its energy demands domestically, 

there are serious concerns raised against this technology by the environmentalists. Critically 

comment on these concerns. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/moment-of-truth-on-

emissions/article6479841.ece 

Ans: 

Fracking is ‗hydraulic fracturing‘ using pressurized water, sand and ‗guar gum‘, to extract shale 

oil and gas. This has put up various environmental concerns. These are: 

a. Contamination of ground water. The ‗flow back‘ is usually brine. 

b. Depletion of freshwater. Massive amounts of freshwater get converted into brine. 

c. Degradation of air quality 

d. triggering of earthquakes 

e. Global warming potential due to methane leakage. 

 

The environmentalists concern hold water. The significance of shale gas is that it burns clean 

but if these concerns are not adequately met, that benefit may be offset. 

 

But, an increase in initial investment can deal with leakages and water pollution, by using better 

valves coupled with IR cameras and building water purification plants. Where private 

companies do not do so voluntarily, government may have to put up regulation 

 

Also governments themselves need to invest in R&D. In a world that is fast approaching the last 

barrel of oil, but renewable are nowhere near commercial viability, shale gas is imperative. 

National governments have a responsibility to ensure that, it doesn‘t exacerbate climate change. 

 

Secure 9th Oct 14 

Topic-GS2 

Q1.) It is said that USA should be wary of China‘s increased investments in and buying of 

US companies. At the same time some analysts argue that USA must resist the urge to 

indulge in the protectionism it abhors in less-developed nations. In this context, critically 

examine why USA is wary of China and do you see any similar apprehensions about China 

between India and USA? Examine. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/william-pesek-for-china-

first-the-waldorf-then-the-world-114100801208_1.html 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/moment-of-truth-on-emissions/article6479841.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/moment-of-truth-on-emissions/article6479841.ece
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/william-pesek-for-china-first-the-waldorf-then-the-world-114100801208_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/william-pesek-for-china-first-the-waldorf-then-the-world-114100801208_1.html


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 50 
 

 

Ans: 

:-  The recent listing of China‘s e-commerce giant Alibaba in the NYSE and its massive valuation 

is a sign of the things to come. China‘s economy has topped the global economic indicators in 

recent times, be it GDP growth rate or increasing foreign exchange reserves. These are signs of 

the boom in it‘s export oriented economy, which is helped amply by a controlled exchange rate, 

good infrastructure and cheap labour. China‘s rise has led to apprehensions in USA and India 

alike, major ones among them are- 

USA‘S Concerns 

China‘s increasing investment in crucial sectors like food ,  defence , economy ,energy, 

hospitality etc   has led to national security concerns in the two countries. 

Both USA and India fear that China‘s buying spree coupled with it‘s competitive advantage 

would lead to closure of their indigenous industries, which in turn would lead to loss of jobs. 

The loss of jobs and industries could lead to the paranoia of economic foreign occupation 

among the nationals. The predatory pricing of products would lead to a loss of revenue for both 

countries‘ indigenous industries. 

Along with these, USA‘s concern is also due to China‘s interest in real estate sector, which was 

the cause for economic crisis of 2008. China also holds over $1 trillion worth of USA govt‘s 

bonds which gives it a protection against any knee jerk govt reaction. It seems that China is 

beating USA in it‘s own game. 

However, acquisitions of domestic firm testify the confidence that foreign players have in 

domestic products. It signifies strong economic ecosystem and able entrepreneurship. So USA 

should prioritize and secure its key strategic sectors, without indulging into protectionism – an 

idea that it loathes. 

 

INDIA‘S CONCERN 

India also has major apprehensions due to the rise in Chinese economy as- 

1. China has used the economic dependence of India as a leverage to gain upper hand in border 

skirmishes. 

2. India has to compete with China in manufacturing sector. Also it‘s losing the BPO business to 

China 

3. China‘s rise has to lead an imbalance in Asian geo-politics and countries often look up to 

India to act as a counter to China (be it ASEAN summits or South China sea disputes. 
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4. Home ministry had flagged concerns that Chinese FDI in railway could be a threat to 

security. Also, it had said that such investments should not be allowed in border regions such as 

Jammu & Kashmir and the North Eastern states. 

But China‘s rise should not be seen just as it‘s attempt to gain world dominance. The policy of 

Globalization and Liberalization has always given an advantage to one country or the other, 

initially it was USA and Japan and now it‘s China. Instead of fearing China‘s rise, USA and 

India should see it as an opportunity to develop their industries by using more efficient and 

economical ways. 

Q2) Today, most large Indian companies have signalled their unhappiness by increasingly 

investing outside of India. At the same time, big multi-national companies are either leaving 

India or not showing keen interest to do business here. It is said that this trend has continued 

even after 1990‘s economic reforms. Critically comment. 

 
Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/kanika-datta-the-great-
levellers-114100801210_1.html 
 
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/shut-in-india-114100801207_1.html 
 
Ans: 
 
POINTS: 
 
Today many companies are leaving and many Indian firms are investing outside even after 
liberalization and reforms. 
 
 
 
Reasons: 
 
 No clarity regarding policies due last few years.Issues related to land acquisition,forest 

learances,license cancellation in telecom sector etc. 
 Ease of doing business is low due to regulation,NOC,multiple inspection,multi window 

clearances for starting industry. 
 Tough labour laws and unclear Exit policy etc.Examples are strike in maruti plant in 

guragaon and in Nokia's chennai plant. 
 Lack of physical infrastructure like power,transport etc. 
 Lack of skilled labour according to requirement. 
 Taxation structure which has multiple layering and uncertainties.Recent issue of 

retrospective taxation and issues with vodafone, it affects investor sentiments. 
 

But there are positive reasons also: 
 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/kanika-datta-the-great-levellers-114100801210_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/kanika-datta-the-great-levellers-114100801210_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/shut-in-india-114100801207_1.html
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 Outward FDI shows increasing strength of Indian companies who want to become 
global. Tata acquired jaguar ,Mittal bought corus steel etc to gain global foothold. 

 Increased cost of labour due to economic growth in the country. 
 New low cost hubs are emerging in south east Asia like Philippines and India has 

moved up in value chain. 
 India is still most favored FDI destination after China. 

 
Thus government should focus on following areas. 
 

 Increase ease of doing business and streamline policies of environment,labour,land 
acquisition etc. 

 India need to move up in the value chance in various industries like IT and software. 

 Focus on skill development through missions like Make in India and Skill India. 

 Liberalise Fdi norms in various sectors. 
 
 
Ans –  
 
POSCOs mining deal file hasn‘t moved ahead since 2006. FDI in multi brand retail has not seen 
any new entrant. Novartis has declared that it would not invest in research in India. Vodafone 
is wary because of the retrospective taxation. These examples and many more have haunted 
Indian economy and investment sentiment. The reasons for such a situation are 
 

1) Policy paralysis – Delay in decision making has a heavy economic cost. 
2) Taxation policy – India‘s taxation policy is not uniform compounded by several layers 

of taxation. Moreover, retrospective taxation has added to the woes of the companies. A 
GST is the solution to this issue. 

3) Environmental clearance – India‘s environment clearance mechanism is very arbitrary. 
This arbitrariness creates uncertainty in the companies and hampers investment 
sentiment. 

4) land acquisition – The land acquisition is cumbersome process and takes a lot of time. 
The provisions in the land acquisition bill has increased the cost of acquiring land. 

5) Varying policies with change with the change in government is another reason. 
6) labour laws – they are stringent and not flexible enough. 
7) Infrastructure deficiency – Poor transport network, frequent power cuts are the other 

reasons. 
 
On the international front, companies are looking for low cost destinations which have easy 
access to raw materials. Moreover, cheap shipping and easing trade restrictions have 
incentivised companies to diversify locations. 
However, the situation is not so grim. India receives the 3rd largest amount of FDI in the world. 
Indian companies are diversifying mainly to enter new markets. The investor sentiment is also 
on the rise with the recent launch of the ―make in India‖ campaign. 
 
Ans – 
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The Indian economy has grown substantially from the time of reforms of 1990. The Indian 
economy witnessed liberalization, privatization and globalization in most of the sectors. This 
not only encouraged the Indian companies to grow but also provided a boost to the foreign 
companies to establish themselves in India considering its relatively cheap availability of labor 
and presence of a large market. 
However, it is said that the problems in the business environment in India has continued even 
after the reforms. Some of them are:- 
 
1) Reforms in the Indian economy were expected to lessen the government‘s control in the 
business environment. However, despite of two decades of reforms, the problems in acquiring 
land, red tapism, etc. still restricts the Indian economy like the inspector raj of pre reforms era. 
 
2) While the high tax structure before reforms led to rise in black money and corruption, besides 
hampering entrepreneurship, the tax structure in India currently is percieved to be ambiguous 
by various foreign MNCs, e.g. Vodafone, Nokia, etc. 
 
3) Labor laws were rigid during the pre reforms era. The labor laws are still rigid and are too 
pro labor biased hampering not only the interests of the company but also the social fabric of 
the nation. 
 
4) Lack of technology: The aim of the reforms was to ensure that the Indian companies gain 
technological expertise with large scale global integration. In the current scenario, only some of 
the sectors in India have gained from such technological advantage and the small and medium 
sectors are largely left out. 
The above mentioned factors are mainly responsible for the Indian companies venturing 
outside and the foreign companies being hesitant in continuing their operations. The 
government has taken steps in this regard through various initiatives. However, to address 
these issues there needs to be a coordinated approach taking in view the interests of all 
stakeholders. 
 

Q3) The Nobel Prize for Physics for the year 2014 signals that companies, especially 

manufacturing companies, should strongly focus on research and development. Comment 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/blue-light-

114100801205_1.html 

Ans: 

Nobel Prize for Physics for the year 2014 went to the three eminent scientists of Japan for 

discovering the blue Leds.It may sound a little that a simple Led is worthy enough of winning a 

Nobel Prize but one glance at the importance of the discovery and the difficulty after which it 

was made, justifies the Nobel in every way . 

The entire research regarding blue leds was done at private companies & at the time of the 

discovery the inventors were not rewarded duly .Infact they had to fight for it.This year's Nobel 

Prize signals these companies to start paying more attention to research and 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/blue-light-114100801205_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/blue-light-114100801205_1.html
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development.Unlike in universities where financial constraints act as a barrier, the private 

bigwigs have no such problems.Infact their large R&D facilities coupled by an equally large 

manufacturing and supply base magnifies their ability to contribute in the reseach which has 

worldwide application. 

Many game changing inventions like Transistors, Semiconductors have been done in the labs of 

widely renowned companies.The relevance of such inventions can not be understated. 

White Leds , which were made possible by the discovery of Blue Leds are much more energy 

efficient then light bulbs and fluorescent light .They can work on low power sources thereby 

providing light to the 1.5 billion population of this world. 

Focussing on research by the private companies will make an immense impact in upcomng 

fields of stem cell research,cold fusion etc. Also ,the manufacturing companies have wider 

economies of scale which ultimately leads to relatively cheaper innovation as compared to that 

of university based R&D. 

In India, Nano car is a good example of low cost manufacturing based R&D of a private 

enterprise.  

 

 

Paper 1-social issues 

Q4) Do you think it‘s time to  abolish political reservation for the Scheduled Castes (SCs)? 

Critically examine. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/end-political-reservation-

for-scs/article6483268.ece 

Ans: 

Reservation of any kind is form of positive discrimination but discrimination nonetheless. 
Political reservations are meant to provide representation to those under-privileged sections of 
society, which in conventional process might be left under-represented. It is significant for 
empowerment and emancipation of people belonging to lowest strata. 

According to Census, 2011 Schedules Caste form 16% of the population. Given the large 
number, it is only fair that they are adequately represented in legislature. It is in the spirit of 
Indian preamble and participative ethics of democracy. But as SC population is widely 
dispersed, it makes them difficult to be a political force without reservation. Also many a times 
they lack essential financial and political clout. 

However, one must also consider that ―Are these representatives, representing the their 
constituency in true sense‖? Or ―do they need political reservations in first place‖? When the 
country has elected a prime minister from other backward caste, it is understood that the voters 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/end-political-reservation-for-scs/article6483268.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/end-political-reservation-for-scs/article6483268.ece
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have transcended boundary lines of caste & creed. Reservations on caste lines are only ugly 
reminder of forgetful past. 

We must do away with political reservation of any kind. They serve little purpose. It limits 
choices of voters. It coerces voters to choose on the basis of something other than merit & 
efficiency – two important traits in any candidate. 

 

Q6) The logic for choosing the Vijayawada-Guntur region to be the capital can be traced to 

the outdated industrial location theory (ILT) according to which industry sites are chosen to 

minimise the transport cost of raw materials and finished goods. Is this logic correct in the 

Indian context? Examine. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/including-people-in-

governance/article6483234.ece 

Ans: 

 The decision to choose Vijayawada Guntur as capital has two dimensions. One, as the 

administrative capital. Two, as the economic nerve centre of the down sized Andhra Pradesh. 

The decision to locate the economic capital in this region is obviously based on industrial 

location theory of Max Weber. It is the spatial median for most industries, given the equidistant 

location of mines, ports, agricultural areas and markets. But this does not take into account, the 

negative externalities like pollution associated yield decrease in the surrounding region which 

is rice bowl and the potential of social conflict inherent to industrial urban conglomeration. But 

given the need for rapid economic development and the economies of scale provided by this 

approach, a tradeoff is warranted, the limits of which need to be decided by public discourse, 

participating all stake holders. 

The central location of administrative capital is an outdated concept. In this era of high mobility 

and e- connectivity the people‘s access should be of more importance. For example, the 

agricultural department should be in coastal region and mining in the western region. 

Therefore, while administrative decentralization is warranted, the economic centralization may 

be unavoidable 

 

 

Q7).The first 1,000 days of life, between a woman‘s pregnancy and her child‘s second 

birthday, are critical for influencing lifelong health and intellectual development of the 

child. Elaborate and also explain what measures has Indian government taken to address this 

issue. 

 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/ensuring-a-healthy-start-

to-life/article6483232.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/including-people-in-governance/article6483234.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/including-people-in-governance/article6483234.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/ensuring-a-healthy-start-to-life/article6483232.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/ensuring-a-healthy-start-to-life/article6483232.ece
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Ans: 

 

Elaborate 

-According to HDR early childhood is the most sensitive phase in the formation of life 

capabilities, I.e. physical growth and cognitive development. 

-Child‘s lifelong development i.e. both physically and cognitive are based not only on nutrition 

but also most importantly depends on psychosocial stimulation. 

-Appropriate nutrition in the early childhood ie, between 0 to 3 years which is the critical 

building block for physical growth, brain development and a healthy immune system will 

ensures a healthy start to life naturally. 

-First 1000 days of life lays the foundation of human that determine his life cycle. These initial 

days are where the growth and development is maximum. Simultaneously it is also a sweet 

spot where disabilities can enter leading to a life long problem. Cognitive abilities, development 

of brain, body weight, bone structure are developed to great extent during early childhood. 

Malnutrition and stunted growth also step in at same age if the nutrition and immunisation 

lacks. 

 

Statistics 

-MMR(Maternal Mortality Ratio) 

● Death of mother during or within 42 days 

● Per 1 lakh live birth 

● 178(census 2011) 

● 200(UNDP) 

-IMR(Infant Mortality Rate) 

● Death of Infant Before 1st Birthday 

● Per 1000 live births 

● 42 

-Child Mortality Rate 

● Death in 0-4 age group 

● Per 1000 kids 

● 11 

 

 

    

Measures BY GOI 

 

1.Janani Suraksha Yojana 

● Under National rural health mission 

● Promote institutional (hospital) delivery among poor pregnant women 
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● 100% centrally sponsored 

2.Janani Shishu Suraksha Yojana 

● Pregnant women get free hospital delivery, caesarean section, food, drugs, medical 

checkup and transport. 

3.Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana(IGMSY) 

● By Women and Child Development Ministry under ―National mission for 

empowerment of women.‖ (NOT by Health Ministry) 

● To compensate mothers for wage-loss during childbirth and childcare. 

● Available to all women for first two children. 

● Not available to women who get paid maternity leave. 

● Conditional cash transfer via Direct benefit transfer (DBT) 

● Condition: she should get pre-natal checkups, get vaccination for infant, attend 

counseling session etc. 

4.Mother and Child Tracking System(MCTS) 

● Under national E-governance plan (NeGP) 

● Government keeps maintains data of the mothers with their addresses, telephone 

numbers, etc. 

● This contact database is used for ante-natal (before birth) and post-natal (immediately 

after birth) check-up of mothers and vaccination for their babies. 

5 National Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Policy 2013 

●  For holistic development of every child between 0 to 6 years. 

-MOTHER SPECIFIC 

a>Special provision for expecting and lactating mother under Janani Suraksha Yojna. 
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b>Under Integrated Child Development Programme special health check and nutrition 

awareness programme for expecting mothers. 

c>Under National Rural Health Mission ASHA workers to educate expecting mothers. 

d>Paid Maternity leave for 9 months for women working in Govt sector. 

e>Under National Food Security Act financial provision of Rs 6000 for mothers and free food 

for children between 6 months and 6 years. 

-CHILDREN SPECIFIC STEPS 

a>Compulsory Universal Immunization programme(UIP) which provides vaccination against 

13 life threatening diseases. 

b>Recently Govt added 3 NEW VACCINE in UIP viz vaccine against Rotavirus,Rubela and 

POLIO(injectable). 

Q8) ―Corruption in public life is violation of human rights that leads to systematic economic 

crimes and is a serious malady undermining the very health of the polity.‖ Critically 

comment. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/corruption-and-the-

courts/article6483229.ece 

Ans: 

Corruption is an aberration in human behaviour that highlights the loss of moral character of 
both the individual and the society. It causes a humongous loss to the nation on whole. 

Corruption curtail the opportunities available to the open society. Nepotism, cronyism etc leads 
to the capturing of opportunities by selected few based on the criterias of gratification, money 
power and other benefits, instead of merit. Thus, the culture of competetion is degraded which 
leads to an overall loss of efficiency. Hence, the basic human right to growth with prosperity 
and equanimty is lost. 

Corruption is a breeder of major crimes. Its proceeds being illegal are diverted to criminal 
activities like trafficking, drugs, terrorism etc causing a great problem for a nation. These 
proceeds are often channeled to election expenses thus maligning the polity. An elected person 
is expected to give favours multiple times of the expenses incurred in his elections. Hence, a 
perpetual cycle is set in that further increases corruption. Corrupt politicians breach the public 
trust and make mockery of popular sovereignty. Public expenses is lost thus enlarging 
deprivations and disparities in society. Corruptions also supports the rise of criminal elements 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/corruption-and-the-courts/article6483229.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/corruption-and-the-courts/article6483229.ece
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in politics leading to criminalisation of politics. Thus, the overall political environment is 
vitiated. 

Tackling corruption is imperative and needs a holistic approach based on systemic reforms and 
inculcating virtues of puntuality, integrity, good morals, transparency, professional competence 
and commitment to public cause. 

 

Secure 10th Oct 14 

Topic GS-3  

Q1).In India, still 80% of its people do not use internet. In what ways can internet 

connectivity transform the society for better? Do you think internet connectivity will be one 

day as important as other basic human rights? Comment 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/connectivity-a-human-

right-says-zuckerberg-114101000023_1.html 

Ans: 

Traditionally in society, we had Urban-Rural divide, divide b/w Rich and Poor and now there 

is a new phenomenon Digital Divide. Where Internet has become an integral part of lives of 

some people, for majority of Indians (80%) , internet is a thing yet to be explored. 

1. It can bring transparency in Direct Benefit Transfer schemes of govt. benefitting poor. 

2. It can provide timely info. About market, weather &appropriate farming techniques to 

farmers and help raise their income and standard of living .e.g. Farming Apps 

3. It can bring people who share similar conditions and skills together and generate self 

employment e.g. SHGs 

4. For consumers, it can prove a blessing as market persons cannot fool them anymore. 

5. It could provide awareness among rural women and help them break age-old tradition of 

Exploitation. 

6. It can be used to provide education in rural areas. e.g. Virtual Classrooms , e-learning. 

7. Telemedicine is the latest avatar of inclusive, affordable and quality health service to under 

privileged. 

8. Online laboratories and NMEIT are going to define new contours of skill development. 

9. Internet provides an interface for the emerging e-service delivery. 

10) Rights of the people can be enjoyed more effectively and swiftly. 
Eg: Mechanisms like RTI, RTE, DBT etc can be availed to their fullest extent. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/connectivity-a-human-right-says-zuckerberg-114101000023_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/connectivity-a-human-right-says-zuckerberg-114101000023_1.html
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11) It creates an arena where people can share their views and also become a pressure group in 
asserting their views. 
Eg: Facebook played a key role in recent movements like Arab Spring, Anna Hazare movement 
etc, 

12.) Political leaders can also use them to reach out to the people. 
Eg: Modi‘s google hang out sessions; FM to explain the budget to people online. 

13.) Many transactional costs can be reduced and transparency & accountability improved. 

14.) It creates a global outlook to the society. People can obtain solutions to different problems 
by removing cross-cultural barriers. 

15.)  Efficient disaster management 
 

16.) Judiciary need not be kept untouched from IT enabled platform in order to prevent it from 
collapse. Through a database of cases stored, higher court judges can deliver judgment online 
through Intranet based on the facts of the case stored, thereby helping citizen and reducing the 
backlog of cases, live fingerprinting ,scanning, electronic entry, high resolution remote video to 
identify fraudulent documents can be of great help to ensure speedy and reliable justice which 
is the foremost pillar of human rights. 

 

Equating internet as basic human right holds merit because of following reasons: 

 

1. It allows information sharing. Right to information is already recognised by SC as basic HR 

under article 19 and 21.With increased digitization the digital divide in absence of internet will 

deprive a person of multiple opportunities. The global trend suggest that nations are 

recognizing it as a basic HR as done in Sweden. 

2) Freedom of movement 

3) Right against discrimination 

4) Right to education 

In fact, Internet can be linked to any other right in the era of global connectivity. 

 

 

Q2) In recent months, the American Dollar is strengthening against major currencies of the 

world. Examine the reasons and also explain what it means to Indian economy. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/akash-prakash-preparing-

for-a-stronger-dollar-114100901278_1.html 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/akash-prakash-preparing-for-a-stronger-dollar-114100901278_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/akash-prakash-preparing-for-a-stronger-dollar-114100901278_1.html
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Ans –  

The US Dollar in recent time has become stronger than many of the countries across the world 

some of the reasons behind are as follows: 

1) US Internal Economic Situation: 

• United States economic growth outlook seems far stronger than its trading partner 

• The Current account deficit is under sustainable level, with boom in shale gas the 

strengthening dollar is very unlikely to affect the CAD 

• The Employment market has been stabilized and the monetary policy is likely to be tightened 

2) Global Economic Situation: 

• Both Europe and Japan are facing tough economic situation, speculations are there that they 

might go for Quantitative Easing 

• Most of the developing countries are facing the chances of deflation and weakening the 

currency is the most likely option to bring sustainable inflation. 

• Chinese Yuan is the only strengthening currency against dollar but it is not as easily 

convertible as dollar 

Indian Economy even though have done a great job by maintaining almost an stable exchange 

rate amid a healthy macro-economic scenario, additionally reaping the benefit of low crude 

prices and commodity prices due to strong dollar. But, a strong dollar may soon entitle a 

gradual weak rupee (depending upon US fixed income market), hence Pharma and software 

companies can benefit. Additionally, Indian companies sitting on huge pile of dollar debt 

should soon hedge as debts outflows faster than equity. 

Ans –  

Reasons for strengthening of American Dollar: 

1) Economy of US is improving; growth forecast of 2-3% GDP in the current year 

2) US federal reserve‘s quantitative easing programme is coming to close indicative of recovery 

3) tightening labor market reforms 

4) FIIs which largely invest in developing countries have increased their trust in US economy 

and started investing in it by pulling-off their money 

5) Prevailing global scenario in terms of oil, arms trade is helping US more and affecting 

negatively the other developing countries 

6) Narrowed current account deficit of US from 8% to 2% 
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Since Indian rupee stayed resilient against dollar with only 2.5% decrease unlike Brazilian Real 

or Russian Ruble, it needs to bring in more structural reforms to sustain the stability of 

economy. 

Strengthening dollar will have implications for global commodities, emerging-market assets, 

and even Indian companies and their hedging policies. 

1) On the export front it is gainful for Inida but imports struggle resulting in High CAD 

2) Remittances value will be increased for India as it is the global leader in repatriated 

remittances 

3) Indian corporates which need to pay their external borrowing in USD will suffer. 

4) Crude oil prices will reduce which is gainful for India 

However economists observe that US will not want its currency to strengthen beyond a level, 

which will be detrimental to American exports and also make foreign goods and services to US 

more cheaper. 

Ans –  

The reasons for the appreciation of the American Dollar are as follows: 

a) Announcements of reduction in Quantitative Easing by the Federal Bank in the recent times 

b) A strong performance by the fixed income securities of the American markets 

c) Owing to deflationary pressures worldwide, other economies chiefly European and Japanese 

markets would want to depreciate their currency with the American Dollar 

d) The advent of shale technology is likely to significantly strengthen the US current account 

position which has already seen a decrease from 6 percent to 2 percent 

What this means for the Indian economy: 

a) A reduction in the debt based capital inflows affecting capital investment 

b) A depreciating rupee which could put pressure on the imports and thus current account 

deficit 

c) Inflationary pressures owing to the decrease in the currency value and thus affecting 

monetary policies by the Reserve Bank 

d) Advantage in terms of a weaker crude oil market thus helping to ease current account 

balance 

What India should focus on: 

a) Increasing exports by enhancing home production of goods and services 

b) Encouraging portfolio based equity investments for low volatile capital for infrastructure 

investments 
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Q3).Recently the union government created a team called as ‗Japan Plus‘. Examine its 

purpose and mandate. 

Article link: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/imp-rotn-pls-government-

creates-japan-plus-to-fast-track-japanese-investments-114100900980_1.html 

 

Ans: 

Japan is the fourth-biggest foreign investor in India, contributing about 8% to total foreign 

direct investment (FDI) inflows. To fast-track investments from Japan into India, Japan Plus a 

team which would be managed by 4 Indian and 2 Japanese officials has been established by the 

centre. Such a team had been promised during PM Modi‘s visit to Japan in September 2014. 

It will work as a special management team comprising members from the Department of 

Industrial Policy & Promotion (DIPP) under the commerce and industry ministry and Japan‘s 

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. 

The mandate of the team includes, 

1). To support the Indian government in initiating, attracting, facilitating, fast-tracking and 

―handholding‖ Japanese investments across sectors. 

2). The team will also be responsible for providing updated information on investment 

opportunities across sectors, in specific projects and in industrial corridors in particular. 

3).Identifying prospective Japanese companies, including small and medium enterprises, and 

facilitate their investments in India. 

Such initiatives would really help in improving the investment climate in the country. 

Moreover, Japan shares a cultural common ground with our country and such measure will 

only strengthen the mutual trust that already exists between two countries. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/imp-rotn-pls-government-creates-japan-plus-to-fast-track-japanese-investments-114100900980_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/imp-rotn-pls-government-creates-japan-plus-to-fast-track-japanese-investments-114100900980_1.html
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Q4) Write a note on government‘s policy on e-retailing business in India. Do you think e-

retailing has affected brick and mortar retailing outlets? Comment 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/strangled-by-policy-

114100901276_1.html 

Ans: 

Increasing internet penetration, changing life style, rising income, variety of products at cheaper 

rate has boosted e-retail in India. Several policy steps taken by government are: 

a) ONLY MARKET PLACE MODEL, NO INVENTORY MODEL: e-retailers like Flipkart only 

facilitates transactions between buyers and manufacturers/sellers but can‘t store products in 

warehouses. 

b) RESTRICTED FDI: FDI is allowed only in B2B (business to business) not in B2C (business to 

consumer). Permitted FDI in B2B is insufficient to meet the financial need of the sector. 

c) MONITORING COMPETITION: Competition Commission of India (CCI) is set up to look 

into distortive market pricing and unfair trade practices. 

d) CYBER SECURITY: Indian government is planning to put in place stringent cyber security     

laws and supporting infrastructure. 

Advent of e-retailing is often contested by the brick and mortar retailers because of 

(a) Huge discounts offered by them due to their scale of operation. 

(b) New payment model like COD, EMI etc adopted by e-retailers challenging their advantage 

by offering products on credits. 

(c) e-retailing offers an advantage of multiple choice and comparison which is not provided by 

traditional retailers. 

(e) Quality of service and option like 30days replacement give edge to e-retailers. 

 

Though it can‘t be denied that e-retailers have taken a pie of traditional retailers market but 

their huge sale is also due to increasing consumerism of India. Thus traditional retailer are not 

effected to an extent as projected by e-retailers sales figure. 

Q6) ―The draft Road Transport and Safety Bill 2014 has laws that have been picked up from 

all over the place and is too full of flaws as a result.‖ Examine. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/dinesh-mohan-road-

safety-and-a-bhel-puri-act-114100901227_1.html 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/strangled-by-policy-114100901276_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/strangled-by-policy-114100901276_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/dinesh-mohan-road-safety-and-a-bhel-puri-act-114100901227_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/dinesh-mohan-road-safety-and-a-bhel-puri-act-114100901227_1.html
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Ans: The Draft Road Transport and Safety Bill 2014 when read in detail and compared with 

laws of some of the developed countries have clear evidences of copy paste work done; it can be 

understood with the following provisions: 

1) Ambulance: The provision made with respect to giving way to Ambulance by the vehicles 

ahead has been directly taken from Kentucky Traffic Regulations in the US. No thought has 

been given in changing it to suit Indian traffic conditions. 

2) Fine: The fine ranges in case of non-compliance has been just take from US equivalent in 

dollars. The fines in those countries have been provisioned to ensure that it‘s a deterrent and 

shouldn't fall heavy on socio economic conditions of the person. But the equivalent in India is 

way above average daily wages of Indians which may fall heavy on the family and push the 

person to follow deviant behaviors to arrange the fines. 

In spite of study made in many countries that it's not plethora of laws and regulations which 

reduces the road accidents but the checks, implementation and surety of punishments. Our act 

and proposers have failed to capture the essence but trying to impose another bill with rosy 

numbers of higher GDP, less accidents without any back up study. 

 

If we are trying to borrow the nicety from some countries let us conclude the availability of 

other apparent parameters vital for the success of such measures. We need to see whether such 

process will be justified in India or not. Rolling out an ambitious bill is tough but 

implementation is a challenge. 

 

Q7) A recent study has raised troubling questions about India‘s 25-year strategy of pushing 

people to use toilets as a way to improve health.  Examine the drawbacks of this strategy. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/increased-toilet-coverage-

has-little-health-impact-study/article6486952.ece 

Ans: 

A recent study published in medical Journal Lancet, based on study conducted in Villages near 
Puri in Orissa between the period 2010 and 2013 have shown that the villages where Toilet 
facilities have been provided under Total Sanitation Campaign (TSC) has not shown any 
difference on health indicators compared to villages where TSC has not been launched. They 
have suggested that 

1) The focus should shift to ―Latrine Usage‖ from ―Latrine Coverage‖. As most of the villagers 
in spite of having toilets in home going for Open defecation. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/increased-toilet-coverage-has-little-health-impact-study/article6486952.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/increased-toilet-coverage-has-little-health-impact-study/article6486952.ece
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2) The Swatch Bharat campaign should be interlinked with improving other health facilities and 
providing safe drinking water 

There is a need to shift the thought process of people and educate them about usage and 
benefits of Toilets over open defecation. This need cultural level intervention and not just 
administrative level. 

Q8) Critically assess Jawaharlal Nehru‘s contribution to the growth and development of 

post-independent India. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/history-battleground-for-

politics/article6486914.ece 

Ans: 

As the first Prime Minister of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru made numerous contributions to 
the Indian State and Polity. There were also a few mistakes. Some of them are: 

a) Mixed Economy- Pt Nehru realized the value of state planning in poverty alleviation. 
Therefore he ensured that the ideal of a welfare state in the Constitution was carried out 
through active state interference in subjects like health, education etc. 

b) Heavy industrialization: Realizing the limited scope of agriculture in promoting growth, Pt 
Nehru invited foreign collaboration for massive investment in dams, heavy industry and 
mining. The Damodar Valley projects, Hirakud, Bhakra Nangal etc are examples. 

c) Higher education: Recognizing the importance of a qualified workforce, a series of IITs and 
IIMs were setup throughout India. 

d) Nuanced foreign policy: He refused to let India take sides in the Cold War. Through the Non 
Aligned Movement, India emerged as voice of the Third World. It maintained equidistance 
from both superpowers receiving arms from Soviet Russia and food from the USA. 

e) Social Reform: The State brought in the Hindu Code through various bills to achieve the goal 
of social reform in the Hindu society. The Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 was another 
attempt to outlaw and punish untouchability in all forms. 

f) Pandit Nehru's ill-conceived Forward Policy vis a vis China led to a massive Chinese invasion 
and the loss of Aksai Chin. 

g) He neglected to create the necessary primary education network. This has harmed literacy till 
date. 

h) The adoption of industrialisation without creating an agricultural base led to cramped 
growth in the former and the continuing dominance of agriculture in the labour market. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/history-battleground-for-politics/article6486914.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/history-battleground-for-politics/article6486914.ece
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Q9) The experience of the Netherlands, a country where more than half of the land is under 

constant threat of flooding from the seas and rivers, provides a template of policies and 

innovations for countries such as India which faces periodic floods and heavy rainfall. 

Examine. 

Main article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/dutch-lessons-to-keep-

indian-feet-dry/article6486913.ece 

Ans: 

India has Lot to learn in water mgmt. programme from Netherlands , A "low country" having 
Low and flat georgraphy having only 50% area above 1m sea level 
Despite ,almost nearly same conditions J&k floods and same flood threatening condition in 
Netherlands, Approaches of Both nations to tackle are way dissimilar. 
~Netherlands emphasis on research incorporating social media , IT apps support, flood 
warning system , 3d modelling of Floods and also supported projects in various countries viz 
Indonesia. While India , known as "Mitochondria of IT "still is in nascent and embryonic stage 
of development 
~To make the most use of Fresh water and for preserving wetlands which is remedy for many 
natural catastrophes , Netherlands incorporated "room for river" program for Rhine river. While 
people of J&k began settling on the areas of Wetlands which thereby reduced their size to one 
third. 

~Holland twin approach of mix of hard engineering and soft, return-to-nature initiative and 
initiative of major flood programme which is perfect example of sustainable development , that 
is preserving nature on one hand and extraction of output which is 75% of their GDP. While in 
India this seem a great emphasis is given on the settlements and tourism and complete siding of 
the limits of Nature 

India must take this climate change and floods as a Nature's clarion call , and move towards 
preserving it . It must also engage itself in research , PPP mode , Encouraging entrepreneurs 
,analysis of externalities , incorporating dikes both strong and flexible,Preserving Wetlands in 
order to avert these catastrophes in future 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/dutch-lessons-to-keep-indian-feet-dry/article6486913.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/dutch-lessons-to-keep-indian-feet-dry/article6486913.ece
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Secure 11th Oct 14 

TOPIC:-GS2:-Polity 

Q1) Examine how does Indian constitution and the UN Convention on the Rights of the 

Child ensure and safeguard rights of the children in India. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/india-pak-crusaders-share-

nobel/article6490760.ece 

Ans: 

:-      Children are the future of a country. Our constitution makers realized this and hence they 

embedded comprehensive provisions in the constitution to safeguard the rights of children. 

International community also came to a consensus on importance rights of children and signed 

a convention on rights of children. 

Indian Constitution:- 

1.) Article 15(3) the state is empowered to make special provisions for the welfare of children 

By providing fundamental rights to them: 

2) Article 21A provisions for Right to Education for Children between age 6 to 14 by 86th 

amendment of 2002. 

3) Article 23: Immoral trafficking of children is an offence and publishable by court. 

4) Article 24 Right to be protected from engagement in hazardous employment 

Putting obligation on states for their welfare:- 

5) Article 39e, Directive Principle of State Polity which states:- right to be protected from being 

abused and forced into occupations unsuited for their age or strength 

6) Article 39f, Directive Principle of State Polity which states:-  To take measure regarding 

proper health of children. 

7) Article 45, Directive Principle of State Polity which states:- right to early childhood care and 

education to all children until they complete the age of 6 years. 

8) Article 47: directs state to raise their nutritional status. 

Fundamental duties to citizens:- 

9.) Putting duties on parents under Art 51A to send their children school. 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child (UNCRC):- 

1) Changed the way children are viewed & treated:- as human beings with a distinct set of 

rights instead of as passive objects of care & charity 

2) It sets out the civil, political, economic, social, health, cultural rights of the Children 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/india-pak-crusaders-share-nobel/article6490760.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/india-pak-crusaders-share-nobel/article6490760.ece
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3) Around 194 countries adopted and ratified. 

4) First optional Protocol restricts involvement of children below 18 in military. 

5) Second optional protocol prohibits sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. 

6) Third optional protocol relating to communication of complains. 

7) Countries which are ratified this convention are bound by International Law, compliance is 

monitored by the UN committee on the rights of the child. 

Additionally, Article 19 of the Convention states that state parties must ―take all appropriate 

legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to protect the child from all forms 

of physical or mental violence‖. 

Through legislation we are fighting against bonded labor, child labour etc. IPC, ICrPC had 

special provisions to save them our children from some kinds of sexual exploitation. Recently 

we constituted child rights commission. We have a specialized ministry to deal with their 

issues. 

Conclusion 

In spite of these laws & conventions there are large no of children‘s who are forced into child 

labour & went through different kind of exploitations worldwide. ‖. India have highest burden 

of child marriage and wont be able to reach MDG target of child mortality. 

 

As Kailash Satyarthi (Noble Prize Winner for Peace-2014) said ―It is not the poverty which leads 

them to child labour instead it is the child labour which deprive them education and better 

future & forced them into the well of poverty. 

 So there is need for more concentrated efforts from all the stakeholders to live upto the dream 

of our constitution makers about rights of children. Indian government must act in a strict way 

to curb the child labour and their exploitation. 

 

Other legal rights (though not asked in the question) 

 

1. Right to free and compulsory education (RTE) 2009 

2. Prohibition of Child Marriage act 2006 which repealed the child marriage restraint act 1929. 

This act focuses on prohibition of marriage rather than only restraining them. Children can seek 

annulment of the marriage under the act 

3. Juvenile justice care act 2000 aims at providing a juvenile justice system for children in 

conflict with the law. 
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4. Child Labour(prohibition and regulation) Act 1986 prohibits employment of children below 

14 years in notified hazardous occupations 

5. Protection of children from sexual offences act 2012 

6. Commissions for protection of children Rights Act 2005 

 

GS – 1 

Q2). Write a note on the nature and significance of India‘s activities at two polar regions of 

the earth. 

 
Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/norway-backs-indias-arctic-
efforts/article6490762.ece 
 
 
Ans – 
 
India is actively involved in research at both Arctic & Antarctic Polar regions. Government has 
initiated two programs namely Indian Arctic Program and Indian Antarctic Program. It also 
established research stations such as Dakshin Gangotri, Maitri, Bharati in Antarctic region and 
Himadri in Arctic region. 
 
The significance of these programs include: 
 
1. Climate studies: Indian monsoon is yet to be understood fully. its global nature is evident 
from El-nino & La-Nina phenomenon from Eastern pacific regions. Similarly, knowledge of 
climate of these regions will enhance the understanding of Indian monsoons. 
 
2. Global warming: studies on rate of glacial melting in these regions will provide role of 
increasing temperatures and sea levels. 
 
3. Ecosystem studies: understanding flora & fauna would help in studying Himalayan 
ecosystem. 
 
4. Resources: Research and expedition in these areas would help in identifying resources 
needed for future use. 
 
However, the nature of these programs is different in the following respects: 
 
1. Antarctic treaty governs the research in Antarctic region. It is an international treaty. No 
nation claims sovereignty on it. The treaty allows member nations to perform research for 
peaceful purposes. 
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2. But Arctic region sovereignty is claimed by 8 neighboring nations. They formed Arctic 
council. Member who join it have to accept the sovereignty of these members. India‘s interest in 
Arctic region goes back to Svalbard Treaty of 1929. India became permanent observer of Arctic 

council to conduct research in the area. 
Research in two polar regions of earth is not only important for climate studies but also 
important to understand our third polar region (The himalayas). 
 
Ans – 
 
Antarctic 
 
The region is one of the largest continent along with extreme climatic conditions and while 
holding a lot of information on Paleo climatic and environmental history of the earth. It makes it 
obviously interesting for scientists community from historical, environmental ( eg. ozone 
depletion) and futuristic perspective (eg. evolution of organism in extreme climate) to study the 
area. India has set up its two permanent settlement, namely, Dakshin Gangotri and Maitri to 
carry on its experiments in geology, geography and medicine. India is also a member of a few 
International scientific cooperation in this region, enabling both the parties to utilize each other 
knowledge and resources. 
 
Arctic 
 
After Antarctic, Artic region has also appeared in the importance list of the scientist community 
and ministry of earth sciences of India. The exploration is mainly headed towards changing 
global climate and Asian monsoon, biodiversity conservation and its sustainable use. India has 
joined the race in exploring the region with a few elite countries like 
 
Norway, Germany, France, Britain, Italy, Japan, South Korea and China. However, unlike 
Antarctic stations here we carry out our research through the Norwegian facility in Svalbard 
archipelago, as a signatory to Svalbard treaty of 1920. 
 
The importance of these activities lies in gaining and improving our scientific knowledge, 
sustainable use of resources and being recognised as an elite country which has the capability to 
carry out research in such extreme areas. 
 
Ans – 
 
India‘s engagement in polar research began with the establishment of Gangotri polar research 
station in Antarctic. Signing of Antarctic treaty gave thrust to India‘s polar research and 
subsequently two more stations namely Maitri and Bharithi were set up. Later we also 
expanded our polar research to north pole by establishing Himadri station there. The objective 
of these polar station is limited to Polar research without and colonial ambitions. 
 
The key objective of polar research include 
 
(a) Plaeo Climatic research. 
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(b) Study of origin of continents and plate tectonics. 
(c) Climate change study. 
(d) Meteorological and pollution impacts on polar climate. 
(e) Development of new medicines. 
 
We also engage in polar expeditions to satisfy adventurous appetite of our citizens. To give a 
holistic approach to polar research these activities are monitored by NCAOR under Ministry of 
Earth Sciences. 
Engagement in polar research might raise concern from the conservative factions, but it holds 
immense significance for India in the era of climate change. Armed with the research data India 
will be able to drive the climate change negotiations. Polar amplification opens new 
opportunities in terms of fossil fuels. Thus, India‘s energy security also get linked with a polar 
research. Nonetheless, any scientific research open many gates for the future and have motley 
impact on socioeconomic and cultural life of nation. 
 
 

Q3) ―In recent years, concerted efforts are being made to weaken the Right to Information 

act.‖ Critically comment. 

Article Link: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/rti-weakened-by-neglect-say-

activists/article6490916.ece 

Ans: 

The Right to information Act was passed in 2005 amidst quite a fanfare but the pro-active 

approach required for its implementation at every level of administration has been missing 

since the very day the Act was passed. It seems that government is not at all serious in removal 

of corruption through empowerment of the people of this country.  

Around 25000 cases are still pending .The Central Chief Information Commission has been 

running without a head which raises issues regarding the validity of the legal orders passed 

during the interim. 

In recent years various court judgments have been delivered to weaken the very purpose of this 

act. 

1). Section-8 of the act provides a provision to denial of information. There are various cases in 
which agencies taken the shelter under this section. 
2). Denial by the political parties coming ambit of the RTI. 
3).Latest ruling of the Madras HC by questioning to the requestor itself by disclosing the reason 
for seeking the information. 
4). Vacant post of CIC & IC are reasons of concern. 
5). In 2010, CBI was exempted from the ambit of RTI. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/rti-weakened-by-neglect-say-activists/article6490916.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/rti-weakened-by-neglect-say-activists/article6490916.ece
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6). Plenty of cases of killing of RTI activists by land mafias & corrupt politicians. 
7). Judiciary itself hesitant bringing themselves under RTI. 

RTI needs to be implemented properly by the government A sense of urgency should be shown 
in such issues which directly affect the democratic setup in the country. This act can be a game 
changer in the Indian scenario as it seeks to bring transparency into day to day working of the 
administrative setup. The concerted attempts by the govt to weaken the Act, only shows that it 
doesn‘t want an empowered nation, asking questions about corrupt practices that have 
penetrated deep into its system. 

 

 

Q4) Critically discuss why Tamil provinces in Sri Lanka want the 13th Amendment to be 

implemented and why the Sri Lankan government is so far unwilling to do so. 

 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/northern-council-to-
boycott-rajapaksa-meeting/article6490773.ece 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/devolving-powers-to-provinces-
will-be-risky-sri-lanka/article6086368.ece 

 

Ans: 

The 13th Amendment to the Constitution as per Indo-Lanka accord of 1987 has a provision to 
create provincial councils and devolution of certain powers to provincial councils including 
devolution of police power. Apart from this recognizing the Tamil as a national language along 
with Sinhalese in Northern Eastern Tamil majorities provinces. 

Tamil provinces looking this as an opportunity for them so that they can rule their northern 
provinces more independently from the Colombo. They feel it will bring a chance for them to 
establish an area within Srilanka where tamilians will not deprive from their basic rights and 
will get an equal opportunity in jobs and other facilities. Rajpaksha had promised in 2010 he 
will give more than what promised in 13th amendment and termed as 13th plus. The ground 
reality is he is not willing to implement even 13th amendment. 

In turn of above Srilanka govt looking 13th amendment as a threat and claiming that it would 
be risky for them to devolve police powers as per 13th amendment which is in contradiction of 
their 18th amendment of the constitution. They are thinking that it will provide an opportunity 
for Tamilians to claim their sovereignty as they did in 1990. 

 

6) Should the Supreme Court of India be made a national court of appeal to decide only 

constitutional issues? Comment. 

Ans: With growing backlog cases even at the level of highest judiciary resulting into judicial 

delays, there are suggestions to make SC as a constitutional court as present in South Africa. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/northern-council-to-boycott-rajapaksa-meeting/article6490773.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/northern-council-to-boycott-rajapaksa-meeting/article6490773.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/devolving-powers-to-provinces-will-be-risky-sri-lanka/article6086368.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/devolving-powers-to-provinces-will-be-risky-sri-lanka/article6086368.ece
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Constitution provides Supreme Court with Original jurisdiction in the matters of disputes 

between Union and states & between states, Advisory jurisdiction to advise president on 

matters requested to it under article 143, Writ jurisdiction to enforce fundamental rights, 

Appellate jurisdiction as a highest court in the matters of constitution, civil & criminal cases. 

If Supreme court has to be made national court of appeal to decide only constitutional issues, its 

jurisdiction envisaged under constitution needs to be amended to narrow down appellate 

jurisdiction to only constitutional matters retaining all other jurisdictions. 

However, This will have the following issues: 

1. Union laws versus state laws: In Federal setup, High courts can be made highest appeals for 

state laws but for union laws if they are made highest courts, different HCs may interpret them 

differently. Even USA has Federal court for federal subjects and laws. 

2. Matters of capital punishment: In the past SC had acquitted or reduced the punishment in 

cases involved with capital punishments due to in appropriate justice delivered at lower courts. 

Any errors in such cases can‘t be undone. 

 

Q7) Discuss the challenges that ‗Clean India‘ mission faces in fulfilling its objectives. In 

your opinion, what should be the approach of this program to effectively clean Indian cities, 

villages, rivers and forests. 

 

Article Link: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/private-cleanliness-amid-public-

squalor/article6490741.ece 

 

Ans: 

Challenges 

-Lack of capacity to process the collected waste.   

-Inculcating a sense of hygiene among the masses. 

-Enough financial allocations to build infrastructure 

-Currently less than a third of urban india has access to sewerage systems. 

-Population pressure is a big issue.It will not be easy to institute systems that can cover all  

households given entrenched sanitation habits and decayed urban management. 

-Development process itself would generate much more waste as incomes rise and industry 

expands. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/private-cleanliness-amid-public-squalor/article6490741.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/private-cleanliness-amid-public-squalor/article6490741.ece
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-Cash strapped Municipalities & PRI(Panchayat) 

Approach 

-Raising awareness among the masses for the need of cleanliness by advertisement,NGO & 

social media 

-Involvement of private players as a part of CSR or PPP model 

-Research on innovative ways of packaging & solid waste management 

-Procuring only edible components of vegetables into cities 

-Strict norms prohibiting discharge of untreated effluents into rivers 

-Building toilets with emphasis on behavior change 

-Recycling, separating wet and dry waste and rehabilitating our dumping grounds 

-Enforcing polluter pay principle 

-Dustbins at multiple allocations 

-Adequate power to Municipalities & PRI 

 

Q8). Critically analyse the role being played by Turkey in defusing crises in the Middle East. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-double-game-allies-

play/article6490742.ece 

Ans: 

Turkey, under Recep Teyyip Erdogan, has been accused of neo-Ottomanism in its desire to play 
a more assertive role in the Middle East-an area it had earlier completely ignored. 

The AKP, after coming to power, had leveraged Turkey's position with both the Muslim world 
as well as Israel to bring an end to the conflict in Southern Lebanon around 2006. However 
Turkey has more decisively backed the Palestinian cause in recent years, as seen in the Gaza 
Aid Flotilla and the withdrawal of its ambassador from Israel. 

Turkey was also one of the earliest supporters of the Syrian rebellion against President Assad. It 
was accused by critics of trying to secure a leadership role in the Sunni world by toppling the 
Shiite Assad regime. The Syrian government also accuses Turkey of being the largest donor of 
arms and ammunition to the Syrian rebels. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-double-game-allies-play/article6490742.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-double-game-allies-play/article6490742.ece
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In recent times, as ISIS has ravaged Syrian Kurds, Turkey has found itself in a Catch-22. It has a 
large and restive Kurdish minority and has therefore not come to the aid of the beleaguered 
Kurdish fighters at the Turkish border-while at the same time retreating its support to the anti-
ISIS forces. It is believed that this is a strategic move by Turkey-in a bid to outflank both the 
Kurdish militia-a potential source of trouble and the Syrian government, while hoping that the 
Western allies would do more to combat ISIS on their own. 

 

Secure 13th Oct 14 

Topic GS3: Economy 

Q1) ―The recent developments in finalizing global trade deal under WTO framework have 

raised the question of very existence and continuation of WTO as an institution.‖ Comment 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/wto-trade-talks-

panel-meets-on-thursday-114101300064_1.html 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/01/wto-future-doubt-india-blocks-deal 

Ans: 

Introduction 

At the dawn of globalization era when economic unification of world started almost two 

decades ago a multilateral body- World Trade organization- came into being with mandate of: 

1. Facilitating trade negotiations 

2. Handling trade disputes 

between member countries. However since its inception it has not been able to facilitate even a 

single global trade agreement and its role has been relegated to only act as a referee in various 

trade disputes. 

Why the question is raised about their existence?? 

1. Bali ministerial conference 2013 came as a Silver lining in cloud with consensus arriving 

on a first ever global agreement in form of ―Trade Facilitation Agreement‖ which would 

relax global norms of custom and streamline global trade for benefit of all. But again this 

agreement looks a distant dream as India refused to sign the ―TFA‖ as its condition of 

permanent concessions on food stockpiling and subsidy was not fulfilled. 

 

(TFA aims to reduce the Red tape and bureaucratic hassles in customs clearance and 

thereby facilitate international trade. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/wto-trade-talks-panel-meets-on-thursday-114101300064_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/wto-trade-talks-panel-meets-on-thursday-114101300064_1.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/01/wto-future-doubt-india-blocks-deal
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However under the Agreement on Agriculture if a country gives Amber Box subsidies 

of more than 10% of its national agriculture production (base year 1986) then other 

members would be justified in putting trade sanction or WTO non-compliance against 

such country. 

 

In order to implement National Food Security Act, 2013, India would be providing 

subsidies greater than 10% of its total agricultural production to its farmers. These 

countries have been demanding concessions in food subsidy and stockpiling of food 

grains in the interest of their food security. 

Moreover, the manner of measuring subsidy level of WTO with base 1986-87 is outdated 

and does not take inflation in control. As a result still deadlock lingers on) 

     2.. The 17th round of negotiations kicked off in Peru for a ―megatrade deal‖ led by the US 

that is very likely to finally help end the WTO‘s role as the negotiating forum for global trade 

rules. It is called the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and the current 12 members will 

encompass about a third of all international trade, including Japan. The US is simultaneously 

starting talks on the similar Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TIPP) with the EU, 

which would cover an additional 40% of world trade. 

These are works in progress, but if successful, the result would be that the trade rules covering 

the vast majority of global trade will be set far away from the WTO and its flailing Doha Round. 

3. The rise of like BRICS, G-33 has raised the negotiating power of developing countries, the 

developed countries find it difficult to put pressure on and achieve goals at the expense of poor 

or developing countries bringing deadlock to these trade deals.  

4. As of now international trade is happening under bilateral & multilateral trade agreement, 

regional trading blocs APEC, ASEAN are prospering and leading to more groups like Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) and Trans pacific partnership. This has made 

the presence of WTO just like more of a spectator or limited to dispute resolution. This once 

again raises the question about the very existence of WTO acting as a global facilitator.  

5. In WTO, any member nation can hijack the deal thus too much power lies with a nation and 

agreement between all the 160 members is necessary for deals or agreements which is difficult 

to achieve. 

This has raised so many questions on the very existence & continuation of WTO as several 

issues arises over the effectiveness & framework of WTO.  

 

Conclusion 
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 However this impasse should not be viewed with a pessimistic lens rather it should be seen as 

an opportunity to bring about an equality in member countries by treating them as an equal in 

matters concerning all (so that developing/least developed countries are not subjugated to 

terms of developed ones) in order to usher in a fair, equal and a beneficial multilateral trading 

system in keeping with domestic interests of member countries. This would rewrite the 

credentials of WTO as a true governing institution of global trade.  

 
 
 

GS – III 

 

Q2).There is a call for quota reforms in the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for many 

years now. Examine why these reforms are needed? What are the obstacles to reforms? And 

how does India benefit from these reforms? 

 
Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/imf-quota-
reforms-fund-panel-regrets-us-block-114101300062_1.html 
 
Ans: 
 
Points : -  
 
Intro – 
 
 The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is one of the international institutions born out 

of the Bretton Woods Conference in 1945.  

 
 The main function of IMF is to assist Nations in tackling their Balance of payments 

problems by providing loans. However, when IMF provides loan to a country, it also 
places several conditions on the country like opening-up of economy, lesser role of 

state, removing trade restrictions etc.  
 

 It has an unequal voting mechanism based on a system of quotas. 
 

 The Quota is calculated based on the weighted average of an economy‘s gross domestic 
product (weight of 50 per cent ), openness (30 per cent), economic variability (15 per 
cent) and international reserves (5 per cent). Latently, the ratio in which each factors are 
taken ensures that Russia, China, India and other emerging economy couldn‘t have 

higher voting rights. 
 
Need for reforms: 
 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/imf-quota-reforms-fund-panel-regrets-us-block-114101300062_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/imf-quota-reforms-fund-panel-regrets-us-block-114101300062_1.html
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The IMF Executive Board decides the quota of each member country based on certain 
parameters such as GDP and tariff barriers. A country with a higher quota gets higher voting 

rights and borrowing permissions. This results in the developed countries getting higher 
quotas like USA with about 18% and the developing countries like Russia and India getting 

just about 2.5 % each. 
As a result, there is a demand for reforming the quota structure, so as to give a more equal 
representation of countries at the IMF. 
 
IMF Governance reforms 
 
The reform will ensure election after every 8 years and no permanent seat. The number of 
members from EM countries in governance would increase. 
 
Obstacles: 
 
In 2010, the Board increased the quota of developing countries. However, for this to come into 
force, 85% votes are required. Since the developed nations who are not keen on quota reforms 
hold the maximum votes, it is difficult to get this passed. 
 
India‘s gain: 
 
India will stand to gain from reforms in the IMF structure. If the 2010 decision is implemented, 
India‘s quota will increase considerably and will move from 11th rank to 8th rank. As a result, 
India will get higher voting rights and consequently more say in decision-making. 
 
 
 
Ans – 
 
Currently IMF quota system base on Special drawing Rights (SDR‘s) (IMS‘s unit of account), 
which determines the voting rights of countries. Present quota system taken into account 
several aspect of an economy like GDP, openness, economic viability & Forex reserve. 
There is an urgent need of reforms in IMF‘s quota system because of following – 
 
Structural Need 
 
• Poor voting power mechanism – it is lacking the ability to serve poor & developing countries. 
 
• 2010 shuffling – in 2010 board increased quota of developing countries albeit mainly by 
decreasing the quota of poor countries. 
 
• Executive Board – currently in Executive board, 5 out 24 directors are permanently decided by 
five largest quota holders. 
 
Global Need 
 
• To increase growth & job opportunities. 
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• To analyze risks & policy spillovers in a multilaterally consistent manner 
 
• To achieve financial sector reforms. 
 
Obstacle 
 
Key obstacle in achieving these reforms is the requirement of 85% approval/votes in favor of 
reforms. US do not like it not even a bit, as this will result in decreasing US quota in IMF which 
is currently 17.69% of total of quotas. 
 
India benefits from these reforms – 
 
• After reforms are effected, India‘s voting share will increase from the current 2.44 per cent to 
2.75 per cent.  
This would make it the eighth largest quota holder at the IMF, up from the present 11th 
position. 
 
• Higher quota will give India (along with other developing nations, mainly BRICS) , more 
power to raise fund for development. 
 
 

 

Q3) Write a critical note on the nature, composition and mandate of the Law Commission of 

India. Critically comment on its some of latest reports. 

Article link: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/we-want-250-obsolete-laws-to-be-

repealed-a-p-shah-114101200699_1.html 

Ans: 

Law commission is a non constitutional, non statutory executive body set up by the 

Government of India for the period of 3 years with the purpose  

1).to identify the laws which are no longer relevant or in conflict with present law, 

2). identify and redress the grievance of citizen with respect of law and to make poor benefit 

most out of the law. Each law commission is handed with Term of Reference for its guidance. 

 

So far 20 law commission has been set up earliest being in 1956 and latest for the period of 2012-

2015.  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/we-want-250-obsolete-laws-to-be-repealed-a-p-shah-114101200699_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/we-want-250-obsolete-laws-to-be-repealed-a-p-shah-114101200699_1.html
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Composition: The law commission consist of about a dozen of eminent legal expert along with a 

small secretariat. It consists of a Chairman, 1 Permanent Member, 1 Member Secretary, and 6 

Part-time Members and/or Consultants depending upon the need and on the Approval of the 

Government. The commission works under close guidance of Ministry of Law and Justice. The 

recommendation of the commission is only advisory and critical to government policy. 

Mandate- Its motto is ―Reforming the Law for Maximising Justice in Society and Promoting 

Good Governance under the Rule of Law‖ as such its purpose is ―Law Reform in India‖. 

Its latest reports deal with the repealing and modification of outdated laws. 

1). the 248th report submitted to the Central Government in September 2014, recommends the 

repeal of 72 laws which have become redundant. 

2).For appropriation acts a UK or Australian system has been recommended. 

3). The Law Commission has undertaken a study titled The Legal Enactments: Simplification & 

Streamlining. The study is to identify and recommend the repeal of laws that are obsolete. It 

identifies laws that are inconsistent with modern and new laws, inconsistent with Supreme 

Court judgments or international conventions and treaties signed and ratified by India or laws 

whose costs outweigh their benefits. 

4).report on the Reformation of the Arbitration act.  

5).It has prepared another report concerning the establishment of the commercial courts in India 

for the expeditious resolution of commercial disputes by judges who are trained in commercial 

laws. Any commercial dispute above a certain threshold, Rs 1crore, will be taken up by these 

courts. 

Law Commission is doing a great job in reforming the legal framework in India by coming out 

with reports concerning repeal of outdated and obsolete laws. Its frequent reports makes a 

strong case for it to be granted a statutory status which will make sure that its reports and 

studies carry even more weight in our present system. 

 

 

Q4) The changed political and security scenario in Afghanistan have thrown new challenges 

at India in terms of building and carrying forward its strategic cooperation with Afghanistan. 

Critically analyse. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/sumitha-narayanan-kutty-
why-we-can-t-take-afghanistan-for-granted-114101200660_1.html 
 
Ans. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/sumitha-narayanan-kutty-why-we-can-t-take-afghanistan-for-granted-114101200660_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/sumitha-narayanan-kutty-why-we-can-t-take-afghanistan-for-granted-114101200660_1.html
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With the change of guard in Kabul, Afghanistan poses new challenges to strategic coperation 
with India 

1: Pakistan First: The new govt is eager to work with Pakistan govt. and Pakistan may like India 
not to play any role in Afghanistan.. this might create hurdles and obstacles in the future. 

2: Western Oriented: The New govt is western oriented and may not give much importance to 
India and the bilateral progress might slow down 

3:Bilateral Agreement secured: The new govt has already secured the bilateral security 
agreement with the US and this is leaves less space to maneuver for India.. which spends nearly 
$2 Billion and has agreement with Russia for supply of weapons. 

4: Foreign Policy: The new govt places India along with China in the fourth circle for the behind 
the neighbors (Pakistan Included), Islamic countries, US, UK Canada etc. Which signifies that 
Afghanistan gives little importance for India 

Irrespective of the challenges the govt should work for a peaceful and stable Afghanistan and 
secure the TAPI pipeline for energy needs and help Afghan build. 
 
Good points 
 
1) The withdrawal of American troops may make way for the resurgence of Taliban. Taliban is 
hostile to India and would create barriers for cooperation. 
 
2) India would now have to deal with Pakistan and Iran to aid Afghanistan. 
 
3) China and Russia may also look to engage with Afghanistan.  

 

6) Critically analyse the changing scenario of health insurance in India. Examine the 

implications of its deep penetration in India. 

Ans: While in the early 80s, concept of health insurance was not known much, today it has 

become a necessity due to rising health care costs. Health insurance in India was evolved with 

the Employees State Insurance Schemes as ‗Mediclaim‘ initially and many private companies 

started offering insurance policies later. 

Health insurance initially offered only reimbursement for hospitalization treatment. With the 

evolving health-care facilities, move private hospitals and increasing life expectancy, the limits 

on the surgeon‘s fees, surgical and other procedures were removed. 

The premium and the policy sum are also increasing every year. With the advent of service 

sector, employers offered health insurance as a benefit to retain employees. This sector saw an 

annual growth of over 35 per cent in last 10 years. 
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IRDA took steps to increase coverage. It includes bringing in more transparency in the industry 

through monitoring of consumer-related aspects, such as market conduct, allowed portability of 

policies, consumer education and creation of an integrated platform for redressal of customer 

grievances. 

Govt launched the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana a social assistance scheme for below the 

poverty line families. Subsequently, many states started state-sponsored insurance schemes. 

Govt. also launched New Pension Scheme. These helped widen the reach of health insurance. 

The deep penetration of the health insurance will be beneficial to consumer as health-care costs 

are rising exponentially. Insurance addresses four key needs in a customer‘s economic lifecycle, 

which include savings, protection, investment and retirement. 

Govt.‘s recent move to increasing FDI limits in insurance sector will also help in deep 

penetration. Penetration can be increased if insurance companies can access more capital. Thus 

increase in FDI to 49 percent is important. Also service tax on health insurance should be 

removed and a separate limit for tax exemption for life insurance should be announced. 

 

Q7) Critically comment on the relevance and constitutionality of existing privileges of 

Parliament and State Assemblies and their members. 

 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/meet-to-discuss-house-privileges-

codification/article6495042.ece 

 

Ans: 

Why in News? 

● Meeting in Goa to Discuss long pending issue of Codification of Privileges of Parliament 

and State Assemblies and their members. 

Issues Involved 

● Whether a legal framework is necessary to establish a specified ―Model Code of 

Conduct‖ for legislators. 

● Although legislators are against codification there is a growing pressure from academia 

& media. 

Existing Privileges 

-Article 105=Privileges of Parliament and its members 

-Article 194=Privileges of State Legislatures and its members 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/meet-to-discuss-house-privileges-codification/article6495042.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/meet-to-discuss-house-privileges-codification/article6495042.ece
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-Below Given are Privileges: 

1. Freedom of speech. 

2. No MP or MLA shall be liable to any proceeding in any court in respect of anything said or 

any vote given in the appropriate House of legislature. 

3. Right of publication of proceedings. 

4. Other privileges such as may be defined from time to time defined by the appropriate 

legislature by law. 

Constitutionality 

The powers, privileges and immunities of each House, its members and its committees are 

subject not only to the laws made by the appropriate legislature but also to all other provisions 

of the Constitution. The main points of contention are: 

1. The members and the committees should not enjoy any special status as compared to any 

ordinary citizen of India. 

2. Since, Parliament and State Assemblies do not discharge any judicial functions, they cannot 

be regarded as courts of record in any sense. So, no immunity from scrutiny by courts of general 

warrants should be claimed. 

 

 

Relevance 

● To enable them to carry out their constitutional function of legislation & debating 

without any interference from any institution. 

●  Some of the privileges like freedom of speech & immunity from process of courts laid 

for fearless participation in debate of House leaves rooms for exploitation. Many a times 

members get into quarrel, fights, use inappropriate words provoking angry response 

which leads to disorder in House. 

●  The supporters advocate such codification on the ground that it will rationalise the use 

of discretion in this regard and will enthuse confidence in the public. There would be a 

check on declining standards of parliamentary conduct and decorum. 

● Those who oppose the codification of privileges take the basis of Lord Cairn‘s famous 

saying that ―Parliament‘s most important privilege is not to define privilege‖. They fear 

that the codification will open the scope of judicial review and adversely affect the 

doctrine of Separation of powers. There is also evidence that this exercise was 

unsuccessful and ultimately abandoned in many countries. 

Conclusion 

● Taken together, these both views offer a paradox between necessity of wide-scope of 

privilege and its responsible use. May be it can be experimented by codifying a broad 



Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 85 
 

criteria of privileges while leaving the scope for fine tuning as per the need of the 

situation. Also the scope of Judicial Review may be restricted in the best interests of 

democracy. 

● Our founding fathers provided such powers and privileges for efficient functioning of 

the legislature but due to its political abuses there has been greater call for transparency 

by the civil society. 

Further Reading 

http://www.ebc-india.com/lawyer/articles/2006_2_1.htm 

Q8). Critically comment on India‘s national rating system for buildings – the Green-rated 

Integrated Habitat Assessment (GRIHA). 

Main Article:  http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/greenrated-buildings-

not-keeping-their-promise-says-cse-report/article6494798.ece 

Ans: 

GRIHA (Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment), an Indian green building five-star 

rating system, promoted by the Union ministry of new and renewable energy in 2007. Devised 

by TERI (The Energy and Resources Institute). 

It assess buildings and measures their green quotient. 

India being a developing country enjoy relaxed norms in reducing carbon foot-print still strive 
to work for it and GRIHA is one such system. 

GRIHA has 34 different criteria like  
-optimize use of energy,water using solar panels,rain water harvesting,using BEE certified 

products 
-integrated design, 
-recycling,generate less waste,plastic free home 
-conserve natural resource, 
-non-toxic paints,interiors, 
-sustainable construction practices using eco-friendly materials, 
-careful placement of windows to maximize ventilation,natural light. 

All this can bring down energy usage by 30% and water by almost 50% and help reduce carbon 

footprint. 

Having discussed all its merits,fact is the total green-rated built-up area is not even three per 
cent of the built-up area in the country.And the reasons that contribute to it are- 

-Lack of awareness of its monetary savings,also GRIHA house offers a pre-certification which 
ensures a fast track environmental clearance. 

http://www.ebc-india.com/lawyer/articles/2006_2_1.htm
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/greenrated-buildings-not-keeping-their-promise-says-cse-report/article6494798.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/greenrated-buildings-not-keeping-their-promise-says-cse-report/article6494798.ece
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-Green (rated) buildings are not green enough and have further room for savings in energy 
consumption. 
-Claims of 30-50% energy/water savage is not evident by many GRIHA rated constructions. 
-Lack of transparency in Fiscal incentives provided by Govt. to promote private green-rating 
programmers and their actual use. 
-Lack of monitoring in resource usage during building operation. 
-GRIHA‘s tighter standards are likely to test the average project owners‘ faith, possibly 
attracting fewer. 
-GRIHA rating is valid for a period of five years from the date of commissioning of the 
building,after which it has to be renewed; whereas other rating system like LEED India 
provides life-long rating attracting many. 

Thus GRIHA seems to have Good intention but shaky foundation and needs to include more 
constructions under its umbrella 

 

Q9) Write a note on India – Canada relations. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/canada-to-focus-on-

indian-role-in-afghanistan-west-asia/article6494928.ece 

Ans: 

India and Canada have shared longstanding bilateral relations built upon a mutual 
commitment to democracy, pluralism and people-to-people links. Highlights of the relations 
are: 
1. Political: High-profile visits including the most recent visit by Canadian Foreign Minister to 
India. 
2. Bilateral dialogue mechanism and agreements: Annual Foreign Office Consultations, Trade 
Policy Consultations to give effect to various agreements such as Extradition Treaty, Agreement 
on Patents, Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty, Agreement on Agriculture, S&T, etc. 
3. Economic and Trade: More than $5 billion bilateral trade and about $600 million Canadian 
FDI in India. Cooperation on specific projects on skilling in India and urban development, along 
with opening up of Canadian economy for Indian IT and pharmaceuticals companies. 
4. Socio-cultural: Large Indian diaspora in Canada; traditionally Punjabi, and more recently 
pan-India owing to student exchange programmes. 2011 was Year of India in Canada. 
5. Security cooperation: Canada-India Strategic Dialogue and Joint Working Group on counter-
terrorism. 

Points of contention: 
1. Political: Nuclear energy cooperation mainly due to historic reasons and may ease out in the 
wake of India's rise as a responsible nuclear power. 
2. Economic: CEPA has been in a logjam despite negotiations since 2008. 
3. Security: Canada is seeking more proactive role of India in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/canada-to-focus-on-indian-role-in-afghanistan-west-asia/article6494928.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/canada-to-focus-on-indian-role-in-afghanistan-west-asia/article6494928.ece
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Q10) ―If India wishes to end its TB crisis, we must begin by providing prompt diagnosis and 

treatment to our missing million. Yet this is unlikely to happen unless we transform our 

current TB programme while simultaneously engaging the vast private sector.‖ Comment 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/fighting-indias-silent-
epidemic/article6494813.ece 

Ans: 

With nearly 17% of the world's population, India accounts for 25% of TB patients. With this the 
rising cases of MDR TB and XDR TB are also concerned. The reasons for the inability of the 
government to control this deadly diseases are: 

1. Nearly 60% of the affected people opt for the private treatment. 
2. The course for treatment is a long one, and many patient's drop in the middle as symptom 
recedes. 
 
3. The doctors does not monitor the patients, and hence there is chances of the development of 
the resistant viruses. 

To overcome this problem, it is required that a system which monitirs the progress of the 
patients is kept in place. And the full course of the treatment is ensured. 

For this: 

1. The government declared TB a notified disease which mandates that every diagnosis of the 
TB case by the private players must be reported to the government. 
2. A Revised Tuberculosis policy was launched. 

Though it would be ideal that all the cases are handles by the government, but in the existing 
condition of the public health system it is not feasible. Hence the government should include 
private players. For this mandatory rules must be there for strict following of steps mandated 
by the RNTCP for the treatment, and notification of the disease. And the private doctors must 
also notify the government in case any patient leaves the treatment in the mid way. Thus the 
removal of this deadly disease is only possible by an active participation between the 
government and private health care providers. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/fighting-indias-silent-epidemic/article6494813.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/fighting-indias-silent-epidemic/article6494813.ece
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Q11) ―The Nobel Peace Prize for 2014 recognises the crucial links among child rights, labour, 

and school education and, in doing so, recognises one of the most fundamental prerequisites 

of a better tomorrow for millions of children everywhere.‖ Discuss 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/childhood-peace-and-
development/article6494809.ece 

Ans: 

Nobel peace prize 2014 is given jointly to Malala Yousafzai, the Pakistani child activist and 
Kailash Satyarthi, the Indian crusader against child labour. Malala encouraged girls to go to 
school without fearing for life, she has created a revolution for girls education throughout the 
world. 

Similarly Kailsha Satyarthi with his Bacchpan Bachao Andolan has liberated 80000 children 
from child labour and provided them safe and happy childhood. Childhood is the most 
important phase for proper mental proper and physical growth which later on become 
productive citizen of the country. 

But in developing and underdeveloped countries children are exploited on a large scale due to 
poverty,illiteracy,their tenderness and willingness to work on low wages and due to their 
energy for working hours. Child labour snatches childhood of children, they are forced to 
work in hotels, homes, restaurants, factories, textile industries etc. 

They lead a miserable life, vicariously enjoying by watching "privilege children" and dreaming 
about facilities which they could not enjoy. They could not go to school,the first and foremost 
stage for proper learning and inculcating values. Thus they miss out these opportunities and 
add to the unproductive youth. 

Though this problem still exists, countries are unwilling to admit it as a major issue and refuse 
to bring this matter forward. Nobel foundation has done Nobel job by awarding both crusaders 
of child right activists. This will encourage more people like Kailash Satyarthi and Malala 
Yousafzai to work for child rights 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/childhood-peace-and-development/article6494809.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/childhood-peace-and-development/article6494809.ece
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Secure 14th Oct 14 

Q1) It is said that more policy coordination in needed between emerging markets to deal 

with negative spillovers  of  development in some  advanced  countries. Examine the risks 

emerging markets face at present and how they can face those risks. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/mayaram-warns-

of-asset-price-bubble-114101300854_1.html 

Ans: 

Globalisation has interlinked nations and more so their economies. Movement of ideas, people, 
and trade has created a situation wherein policies on one nation have a spillover throughout the 
world. 

The financial crisis of 2008 had adversely affected developed economies. Growth rates of EU 
and USA especially slowed down. Investments started looking to emerging economies. 
Concerted and coordinated effort has led to revival of growth rates in these countries. As a 
result their previous policies of protectionism, quantitative easing and loose monetary policy 
are being changed. This has several risks to the emerging markets like 

1) Investment would increase in the developed economies. As a result FDI and FII into 
emerging economies would decrease. 
2) Demand on dollar would increase, adversely affecting developing currencies such as rupee. 
3) Such sudden withdrawal of foreign investment and increase in dollar value would increase 
CAD and destabilise local economies through inflation and fiscal deficit. 
4) Reduction in export due to rise in domestic production of developed economies. 

These risks will affect all emerging economies. Hence a coordinated approach by these 
countries can help mitigate the risks. 

Suggestions 
1) Injection of foreign exchange reserves of the emerging economies into the market to stabilise 
the Dollar value. 
2) Regional groupings such as G-77 to discuss policy measures at regular intervals can assist in 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/mayaram-warns-of-asset-price-bubble-114101300854_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/mayaram-warns-of-asset-price-bubble-114101300854_1.html


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 90 
 

trade diversification of these economies. 
3) Setting up organisations such as BRICS to safeguard developing economies. 

Through these measures, the developing economies can mitigate the risks and stabilise their 
economies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

GS – III 

Q2. Critically comment on latest policy related developments that are taking place with 

regard to implementation and design of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 

 
Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/economists-
petition-modi-against-dilution-of-mgnrega-114101301328_1.html 
 
Ans: 
Intro 
 
 The Indian labour law MGNREGA being implemented since 2006, provides 

employement guarantee to anyone who need a job.  
 

 The social security program initiated by previous UPA government was initially of 100 
days of guaranteed wage employement but later before 2014 Lok Sabha Elections it was 
increased to 150 days. 
 

 Corruption is a main issue for which outcome of the flagship program is not upto the 
mark.  
 

 To avoid corruption government should carry out all process of money transaction 
through internet such that it brings transperancy among worker. 

 
Development 
 
According to recent report, rural developement ministry plans to implement the following: 
 

a) MGNREGA will be implementing in only 250 backward districts means it will not be 
implemented in the entire country. 
 

b) Labour to material ratio is reduced from 60:40 to 51:49 with the objective of raising 
productivity of works 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/economists-petition-modi-against-dilution-of-mgnrega-114101301328_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/economists-petition-modi-against-dilution-of-mgnrega-114101301328_1.html
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c) capping MGNREGA expenditure by state government. 

 

d) Coverage of asset creation – sanitation is going to be removed(to be added into Swatch 
Bharat Mission) 
 

e) Removing wage delays provisions – 15 days delay calls for compensation currently. 
 
Negative side 
 
Certain roadblocks that have been deliberately introduced include: 
 
1. Freezing of wages in real terms and long delays in wage payments 
 
2. The provision for compensation to the beneficiary in case of a delay in payments has been 
removed. 
 
3. The rural development ministry is planning to scale down the coverage of the scheme to 250 
backward districts of the country rather than pan-India. This would undermine the basic 
premise that gainful employment that affords basic economic security is a human right. 
 
4. The labour to materials ratio is sought to be reduced from 60:40 to 51:49 in order to improve 
productivity. But there is no evidence that any such improvement would happen. 
 
5. The Union government plans to limit the expenditure to be made by the states for this act.  
 
 
Ans-  
 

The new developments taking place with regard to MGNREGA are 

1) Focussing the scheme to only backward districts. 

2) Increasing the expenditure on material to be used for the scheme. 

Firstly, focussing the scheme on only backward areas has several issues. It certainly makes the 

scheme more focused, may help in better implementation, easier to monitor and evaluate and 

decreases government expenditure. But, such a move is not in tune with the ideal of equality we 

so dearly cherish. Notification of a district as backward may create an unhealthy competition 

among districts to be notified as backward. It may lead to migration of people into backward 

districts. It will create regional disparities. 
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Secondly, changing labour to material ratio Ill conceived. It will help create demand for 

construction material but presently even the allotted funds are not used. So, this change will 

severally affect the spending on wages. This move is contradictory to the whole objective of the 

scheme of providing financial security to the unemployed. 

The changes proposed may be in line with the governments desire to contain the fiscal deficit 

but such measures will hamper the benefits the scheme has been and will provide to the 

vulnerable sections of the society. 

 
 
 

 

Q3). Examine India‘s policy towards Kashmir and its population and its implications. Do you 

think it is in right direction? Critically comment. 

Article Link: 

http://insightsonindia.com/2014/10/14/upsc-mains-2014-insights-secure-questions-on-

current-events-14-october-2014/ 

Ans: 

Kashmir is an integral part of India though Pakistan frequently stakes claims to it and sponsors 
the cross-border terrorism which has resulted in a vitiated atmosphere in the valley.. The 
Governments policy towards Kashmir is, 

Politically 
1) The Government has given special powers and a certain level of autonomy to the J&K govt. 
according to article 370 of the constitution. 
2) The govt. has initiated track 2 talks with the Hurriyat leaders and other separatist groups. 

Economically 
1) Economic development of Kashmir and its people is a top priority. Construction of power 
plants, upgrading tourism facilities through establishing rail links and provision of basic 
infrastructure has been taken up. 
2) Economic development, the government believes would reduce the inclination towards 
extremist movements. 

Military 
1) Pakistan is looking to destabilise Kashmir for its own vested interests. India hence is firm and 
right in protecting its territory. 
2) The government through AFSPA is trying to relive the state of terrorist elements and bring 
peace and stability. 

http://insightsonindia.com/2014/10/14/upsc-mains-2014-insights-secure-questions-on-current-events-14-october-2014/
http://insightsonindia.com/2014/10/14/upsc-mains-2014-insights-secure-questions-on-current-events-14-october-2014/
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Social 
1).Interconnecting through rest of the country to create the psychological bonding. 
2) Relocating Kashmiri pundits to neutralise the religious extremism. 

These measures have had mixed affect. Some section which have benefitted through these 
measures are favoured towards India. The other neglected ones feel they would be better served 
by aligning with the extremists. 

Frequent Violations by armed forces have created resentment. 

India‘s policy of giving autonomy but having control, economic development and military 
presence in appropriate albeit with certain changes such as 
1) Need to address the trust defect in the valley 
2) Rapid development, creation of job opportunities. An approach of developing peaceful areas 
can incentivise rejection of extremism. 
3) Pressurise state government to create a responsible administration at local levels. 

4) Reduce military presence. Confine them mainly to LOC. 
5) Restart dialogue with separatist groups and Pakistan to find a permanent solution. 

The central govt should sense the sentiment prevailing in the populace of Kashmir and act 
accordingly.  

 

Q4) ―The country‘s ‗security‘ fears in engaging more closely with China‘s regional economic 

outreach programmes are overdone.‖ Comment. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/ravi-bhoothalingam-india-

misses-a-short-cut-to-vikas-114101301278_1.html 

Ans 

India and China share a unique relationship which at point seems extremely tense (in the 
strategic and security areas) and at others seems very cordial and progressive (in economic and 
trade relations). However, certain security concerns have dominated over India‘s trade relations 
with China, which certainly has its own pros and cons. 
 
China‘s rise in the world economy and its giant efforts in making it a regional superpower 
coupled with the hostility it shares with India on border issues and supporting Pakistan has 
raised eyebrows in India which has its repercussions on the economic relations as well. 

Recently, China announced its Maritime Silk Route which connects major Costal areas from 
China to Central Asia. Other Chinese projects such as Bangladesh, China, India, Myanmar 
Economic Corridor (BCIM-EC), string of pearl etc though has potential for economic growth, 
India has certain reservations in accepting it. 
 
The balance between security and economic relations between the two Asian giants is what 
required. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/ravi-bhoothalingam-india-misses-a-short-cut-to-vikas-114101301278_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/ravi-bhoothalingam-india-misses-a-short-cut-to-vikas-114101301278_1.html
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Extra Points 

1. BRICS Development Bank has equal shareholding among different partners. The 
proposed Asian Infrastructure investment bank is another opportunity to access low-
cost funds. 

2. Trade agreements 2014 

 

 

Q7) The Nobel memorial prize – 2014 for the work done in the field of Economics has some 

important lessons for India. Examine. 

 

Main Article:http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/a-nobel-for-incentives-

114101301276_1.html 

 

Ans: 

Introduction 

● Nobel Prize in Economics winner Prof Tirole have addressed one the most practical and 

basic problem of economics by focusing on Modern ―Industrial organisation‖ – the 

theory of the firm, of pricing strategies, of regulation and of monopolies. 

● The study bagged the recognition as it draws attention towards the govt to set better 

regulations for large & mighty firms so that they act in the interest of society & deliver 

quality service & value for price. 

Lessons For India 

● His theory and framework over competition and monopoly can help Indian economy as 

given below: 

● Fair Competition and Price: It will ensure the mergers or monopoly couldn‘t  capitalize 

the market and distort the pricing. 

● PPP Model: Prof Tirole had highlighted that PPP contracts between bureaucrat and a 

company need to be carefully reviewed by Independent authorities. This can help us 

overcome the PPP failures in recent times, specially the infrastructure industry. 

● Study emphasizes that Different industries need Specific set of Regulations. 

● Need for Regulating Industries which are dominated by few powerful firms.Left 

unregulated, such markets often produce socially undesirable results — prices higher 

than those motivated by costs, or unproductive firms that survive by blocking the entry 

of new and more productive ones 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/a-nobel-for-incentives-114101301276_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/a-nobel-for-incentives-114101301276_1.html
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Secure 15TH OCT 14 

TOPIC GS 3:-ECONOMY 

Q1) In recent months, despite ongoing conflicts in the Middle East, the price of oil is 

declining worldwide. Comment on the reasons. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/opec-split-as-oil-

prices-fall-sharply-114101500037_1.html 

Ans: 

:-Middle east, the largest producer of crude oil is in turmoil for last few years due to Arab 

Spring, which has further intensified due to uprising of ISIS. Still the crude oil prices 

unexpectedly showing a downward trend, the reasons are as follows: 

1) US Shale Gas boom: The new shale gas technology has suddenly made US a surplus 

producer of non-renewable energy, creating competition for crude oil not only domestically but 

internationally as well. 

2). Increase in domestic production:-. The global slowdown in economies has brought a halt in 

the demand for oil, while production has kept on increasing. Major producers like Saudi Arabia 

has increased its production by 100,000 barrels a day in September, while Libyan production 

has increased in recent months by more than 500,000 barrels a day. 

3) Bad Economic Scenario:  The thirst for oil is declining in Europe, where unemployment and 

industrial activity is down, and Japan, where the use of oil by utilities is being replaced by 

natural gas, coal and nuclear energy. 

4) Alternate energy source:. Non conventional energy sources like solar energy, shale gas, coal 

bed methane, wind energy etc though still costly are giving competition to oil due to 

government subsidies and climate change obligation making their use imperative and  is 

leading to further downward movement in crude oil prices. 

5).Increased Competition for global market share between OPEC country for the global 

market share to European and Asian countries. This is because a shift from strategy of holding 

prices at around $100 a barrel to a focus on market share. 

6) Failure of dialogue between OPEC (Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela etc) 

country :-The OPEC countries have enjoyed a monopoly over the international energy market 

for many years, the declining prices are causing rift in the members and each one of them are 

further trying to produce more to safeguard their interests without much synergy in their 

strategy, leading higher supply without much demand.  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/opec-split-as-oil-prices-fall-sharply-114101500037_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/opec-split-as-oil-prices-fall-sharply-114101500037_1.html


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 96 
 

7.) Environmental Concerns - World is witnessing global warming, and hence looking out for 

alternate source of energy, such as hydel, solar and nuclear etc. 

8.) Gas more friendly than Oil - Recent $400 Bn deal between China and Russia for next 30 year 

reflects world moving away from oil. 

Conclusion 

Though the imminent crash in oil market is nearly impossible, the frequent oil market 

fluctuations have a deepening impact on domestic fiscal policy making long term planning a 

big challenge. 

 

GS – I 

Q2). Critically discuss the socio-economic situation of children in India. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/nitin-desai-children-first-

114101401310_1.html 

Ans –  

Children are the future of any country, and India is not an exception to it. But the situations 

here, in regard to protection of them and their rights, are far from good. In spite of various 

constitutional provisions advocating the improvement of their lot, the conditions are appalling 

and various surveys have confirmed this. 

Because of several social pressures and economic distress, they end up spoiling their childhood 

in the form of child labour, school dropouts, engagement in factories and industries, etc. 

According to the 2001 Census, 12.7 million children were working in various sectors across the 

country. 

The non-cognizance of the role of education by the society in general and parents in particular is 

mainly responsible for it. Apart form their education, their health also remain at a dismal low 

level. WHO has pointed out that approx 50% children in India are malnutritioned and stunted. 

Infant mortality rate is also very high. 

Though, a large numbers of laws and schemes are there to protect the social and economic 

conditions of children, major being the Integrated Child Development Services, The National 

Policy for Children, various constitutional provisions to make child labour and working of 

children below 14 years of age in factories, illegal and punishable offence, it has not given 

significant results. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/nitin-desai-children-first-114101401310_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/nitin-desai-children-first-114101401310_1.html
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Laying stress on the proper implementation, going towards a comprehensive health policy, 

improving the quality of education and creating an awareness in this regard will go a long way 

in ameliorating their social and economic might. 
 

Ans – 

Indian Children in spite of getting protection under various provisions of constitution, rights 

under acts like Right to Education and Policies like Early Childhood Care and Education have 

suffered due to lackadaisical approach on implementing policies and lack of coherence on 

defining the word "Child" among national and as well as international bodies. 

Socio conditions 

1) Education: Sarva Siksha Abhiyan, RTE, ECCE are all aimed towards increasing the enrolment 

and literacy rate among children along with providing a holistic and quality development, are 

lacking on many social standards due to class division and quality parameters in implementing 

2) Vaccination: Less than 50% of the children have received full vaccination, leaving them 

vulnerable to health issues in future 

3) Health indicators: The children's have shown hardly any improvement on nutrition and 

health indicators, largely due to low coverage of Integrated Child Development Schemes 

Economic 

1) Economic Activity: The law prevents children below 14 years of age not to engage in 

economic activities, still millions of children are involved as domestic chorus or in small 

unorganized set up as workers 

The Nobel Prize won by Mr Stayarthi shouldn't be taken as a pride but a matter of concern, 

where individual efforts are winning prizes due to large level prevailing malice in our society. 
 

Ans – 

With more than a third of its population below the age of 18, India has the largest child 

population in the world. This backgrounder explores the levels of health, nutrition, education 

and social security of children, and government policy and action on child rights 

India has made some significant commitments towards ensuring the basic rights of children. 

There has been progress in overall indicators: infant mortality rates are down, child survival is 

up, literacy rates have improved and school dropout rates have fallen. But the issue of child 

rights in India is still caught between legal and policy commitments to children on the one 

hand, and the fallout of the process of globalisation on the other. 
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Over the last decade, countries across the world have been changing their existing economic 

models in favour of one driven by the free market, incorporating processes of liberalisation, 

privatisation and globalisation. The direct impact of free trade on children may not leap to the 

eye, but we do know that globalised India is witnessing worsening levels of basic health, 

nutrition and shelter. Children are suffering as a result of social sector cutbacks/policies and 

programmes and development initiatives that deprive communities and families of access to 

and control over land, forest and water resources they have traditionally depended on. 

The negative fallout is visible: children are being deprived of even the scarce social benefits 

once available; they are displaced by forced and economic migration, increasing the number of 

children subsisting on the streets; more and more children are being trafficked within and 

across borders; and rising numbers of children are engaged in part- or full-time labour. 

Ans – 

The socio-economic situations of children in India, despite concerted efforts of Government, 

NGOs, Child right activists, have not witnessed any significant improvement. 

On social parameters, they lack the basic education, access to affordable health services 

including vaccinations, societal support, governmental interventions aimed at better 

environment, etc. Even at schools, their are no better facilities for safe drinking water, adequate 

sanitation facilities, and proper infrastructure facilities, which often block their mental 

development. The case of girls are more at distress. To the society, their birth itself is a burden, 

not ta talk of their education and marriage. 

Economically too, they are weak enough to raise voice against themselves. Mainly they are 

taken as burdens on the family's resources and thus, they are said to contribute to it leaving 

aside their education and all those things which shape their future. They are forced to work in 

hazardous factories, industries, mines, and as domestic servants and slaves. Their masters in 

often exploit them and they don't even reciprocate them in terms of better pays. Because of 

economic burden, many parents sell their children, especially girls, to the child traders engaged 

in the trafficking. 

There are some welcome steps taken by the government, in that, now RTE provides free and 

compulsory education for children between 6 and 14 in India. Recognizing the importance of 

education would alone make the conditions better. But yet, there should also be a health policy, 

that provides an effective universal health and nutrition safety net from pre-natal support till at 

least the age of five years. Also, the education would do a little good unless, its quality is largely 

improved. 
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Q3) Write a critical note on the potential effects of Ebola virus disease on the global 

economy. 

Article Link: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/calculating-the-grim-economic-

costs-of-ebola-outbreak-114101500039_1.html 

Ans: 

The Ebola virus disease outbreak in West Africa is a global health emergency situation. It has 
already killed more than 2000 persons in Liberia, Guinea, Nigeria and Sierra Leone countries. 
The impact of Ebola disease on the global economy is being analyzed by many experts. 

According to World Bank, the potential economic drain will be many billion dollars by 2015. 
The epidemic may spread into neighbouring countries. The potential fallout on GDP of many 
countries will be result of reduction of businesses. 

The Ebola virus disease spread through contact of the body fluid. So large numbers of people 
are avoiding movements and tours to and fro the African countries. Changing vacation plans, 
altering business connections and reducing flights uses will hit many industries. 

There is also concern that these African countries may face economic isolation by the rest of the 
world due to risk of outbreak or spread of viruses to elsewhere. This will have much impact on 
these countries in the terms of foreign trade and economic development. There will a huge 
impact on the employment, economic growth figures and the values of businesses 

The direct cost to the health care system; training, testing, treatment, waste disposal, expensive 
drugs, sick employees, busy caregivers and hospital management etc. will increase the fiscal 
burden of their govt. Many countries are deploying medical personals at Airports, Ports etc. to 
check the tourists and passengers, which will add to the cost much. 

But any index or mathematical tool can‘t calculate the impact of a true pandemic. The 
psychological effect on the society and victim‘s family and the resulted loss of faith in the govt. 
can‘t be ignored and are almost incalculable. 

 

Additional Articles to read: 

 http://www.cgdev.org/blog/understanding-world-banks-estimate-economic-damage-

ebola-west-africa 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/calculating-the-grim-economic-costs-of-ebola-outbreak-114101500039_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/calculating-the-grim-economic-costs-of-ebola-outbreak-114101500039_1.html
http://www.cgdev.org/blog/understanding-world-banks-estimate-economic-damage-ebola-west-africa
http://www.cgdev.org/blog/understanding-world-banks-estimate-economic-damage-ebola-west-africa
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A pdf on Economic Impact of Ebola on West Africa by World Bank: 

 http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/912190WP0see0a00070385314B

00PUBLIC0.pdf      Key word: Ebola Impact Index 

Q4) Few state governments in India are adopting Swiss challenge system for procurement 

under many schemes. Write a note on this system, its working model and its importance. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/new-procuring-model-for-
egovernance-apps-from-startups/article6502352.ece 

Ans: 

Swiss challenge is a public procurement model. In this model, after receiving a bid for the 
product, project or service, the agency or government publish invitation for third parties. This 
third party will have to match or exceed the bid to obtain the contract. 

This have very simple objective to discourage frivolous project, or to avoid exaggerated project 
development costs. The original proponent also gets the right to counter-match any superior 
offers given by the third party. 

The Swiss challenge system is very efficient in increasing competition and quality of the 
product. The principle of ‗best available services or products‘ will be followed which is not 
available in ‗first come, first serve‘ and other bidding methods. 

To harness private sector initiatives for the development of the states the system has been 
adopted by many states. Madhya Pradesh government is using this in infrastructure creation 
and projects relating to the PWD. The Andhra Pradesh and Uttaranchal govt. are using it for the 
Outer Ring Road (ORR) project of Hyderabad and industrial estate. 

Kerala Govt. is testing this model in procuring of e-governance application softwares from 
startups under new Entrepreneurship and Innovation policy. The move will give fillip to the 
entrepreneur spirit in the youth and will boost innovation by young startups. 

This system offers a vista of planned move towards infrastructural development where the 
effective party in terms of cost and time gets the offer to proceed. At the same time it does not 
deprive other parties to have their say. 

 

Q6) "A devastated Vishakapatnam as a result of cyclone Hudhud's impact has brought home 

the need for coastal cities to be climate resilient in terms of extreme events with respect to 

preparation and infrastructure." Elaborate. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/coastal-cities-need-to-be-

climateproof-says-study/article6501921.ece 

Ans: Coastal areas have been exuberating with human settlements since the advent of marines 

trade. These populated areas face multiple challenges in the era of climate change due to their 

inherent weaknesses. 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/912190WP0see0a00070385314B00PUBLIC0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/912190WP0see0a00070385314B00PUBLIC0.pdf
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/new-procuring-model-for-egovernance-apps-from-startups/article6502352.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/new-procuring-model-for-egovernance-apps-from-startups/article6502352.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/coastal-cities-need-to-be-climateproof-says-study/article6501921.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/coastal-cities-need-to-be-climateproof-says-study/article6501921.ece
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Inherent issues of these coastal areas 

(a) Coastal areas are home to 40% of the human population. 

(b) Generally poors live in close proximity to coastal areas. 

(c) Coastal areas are vunerable to nature's fury especially cyclones, surges, rising sea level, 

tsunamis etc. 

(d) Lack of environment friendly design of critical infrastructure like ports, buildings, power 

plants etc enhances their vulnerability. 

To overcome these short coming to reduce socio-economic losses their is a need to evolve 

climate resilient designs. This involve 

(a) Retrofitting old buildings to improve their resilience. 

(b) Building shelter belts like mangrooves, dykes and wind breaks to reduce impact of cyclones, 

tsunamis etc. 

(c) Using traditional wisdom in designing like stilted houses. 

(d) Developing technology for prompt alarm and evacuation. 

(e) Rgulating settlements by application of Coastal zone regulation. 

The recent Hudhud cyclones has brought to fore the vulnerabilty of the coastal infrastructure. 

Thus, there is an immenent need to revist the coastal infrastructure and settlement policy to 

maintain harmony with the nature. 
 

Q7). ‖ The RBI can only be as autonomous as the government wants it to be.‖ Write a critical 

note on RBI‘s autonomous status and the dangers it faces. 

 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-limits-of-

autonomy/article6508784.ece 

 

Ans: 

What law say? 

● The RBI is not constitutionally independent, as the 1934 Act governing its operation 

gives the government power to direct it. The government appoints the central bank 

governor and four deputies. 

● Technically, the government is also permitted by the Act to supersede the central bank if 

it believes the RBI has failed to carry out its obligations. 

● So  RBI 's autonomy is not sanctioned by any statute.  

Present Status 

● The RBI over the years enjoyed the autonomy because of its track record of performance 

and successive  governments found it sensible to confer a large degree of autonomy on 

the RBI. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-limits-of-autonomy/article6508784.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-limits-of-autonomy/article6508784.ece
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● Governors of RBI have understood that they can exercise more autonomy by having 

political authority on board in its decisions. 

● Autonomy is dependent on the close understanding between goi & rbi. 

Autonomy 

● Central bank independence generally relates to three areas viz. personnel 

matters;financial aspects; and conduct of policy. 

● Personnel independence refers to the extent to which the Government distances itself 

from appointment, term of office and dismissal procedures of top central bank officials 

and the governing board. 

● Financial independence relates to the freedom of the central bank to decide the extent to 

which Government expenditure is either directly or indirectly financed via central bank 

credits. Direct or automatic access of Govt  to central bank credits would naturally imply 

that monetary policy is subordinated to fiscal policy.  

● Policy independence is related to the flexibility given to the central bank in the 

formulation and execution of monetary policy. 

 

Dangers to Autonomy 

● The government wants to put in place a formal mechanism that will circumscribe the 

RBI‘s role in monetary policy. 

● RBIs single point agenda of inflation targeting runs contrary to govt position of 

considering growth also as an important objective to be achieved. 

● GOI has recently expressed to set inflation targets for RBI. 

● The RBI has kept the repo rate unchanged at 8 per cent since January 2014.Not lowering 

interest rates risks derailing the incipient recovery in the Indian economy. We need a 

revival in investment to ensure an early return to a growth rate of over 7 per cent. 

● The RBI Governor has argued that a cut in interest rates will not make much of a 

difference to investment because it does not reduce the cost of funds significantly. This is 

true but an interest rate cut could still provide a stimulus to the economy. 

Conclusion 

● In an economy such as ours, it is entirely legitimate for the political authority to want a 

say on inflation and interest rates as these impact the lives of people more critically than 

in a high-income economy.  

 

 

Q8) ―The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan emphasising cleanliness has provided the right 

opportunity for Indian Railways to address infrastructural gaps contributing to dirty 

premises and trains.‖ Critically examine the magnitude of hygiene problem in Indian 

railways and solution for this problem. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-a-swachh-bharatiya-

rail/article6501888.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-a-swachh-bharatiya-rail/article6501888.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-a-swachh-bharatiya-rail/article6501888.ece
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Ans: 

With more than 12,600 trains carrying 23 million passengers every day, Indian Railways is the 

unique institution in the country that generates the largest volume and variety of garbage 

(including human waste) rivalling many large cities/towns.  

-Railways organized in silos: The structure of the railways is organized 

in silos of functional departments. Thus, while train maintenance is with one department, 

station maintenance and sanitation are with another.  

With such split responsibility, shifting of blame between departments and even between 

railway zones becomes an almost instinctive, spontaneous organizational response. 

 

-A recently set up Railway Committee has been asked to spell out measures to ensure that 

railway departments don‘t work in silos. The Committee will do well to examine that waste 

management is dealt with in its entirety from initial generation to final disposal. 

 

-Complete segregation of parcels and passenger traffic: 

Current antiquated system of open yards is a carryover of a bygone era: keeping the yards in a 

reasonable state of cleanliness, free of litter and unwanted vegetation. 

 

Have totally sanitised and covered state-of-the-art maintenance centres that can accommodate 

train formations of 24 or 26 coaches, with strict access control, totally dry inspection pits, and 

other facilities apart from separate washing bays with waste water reclamation.  

 

With the progressive introduction of modern designs of toilets, direct discharge of human waste 

to the outside can be avoided. 

 

At first instance, the untidy situation of railways could be simply attributed to the utter 

negligence, callousness, and inefficiency of a government-run monopoly. However, while there 

are internal issues such as upgrading of maintenance facilities and segregation of parcel traffic 

involving heavy investments that the Railways themselves have to deal with, an equally 

important input is the positive contribution that the millions of railway users can make in 

ensuring a clean, litter-free environment. The attitude ―it is my privilege to litter, your duty to 

clean‖ has to go. 
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Q9) Write a note on the significance of India and Norway's cooperation in the Arctic region 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/from-the-third-pole-to-

the-north-pole/article6501890.ece 

Ans: 

Climate Change have become a menace for the entire world. Norway have shown its inclination 
towards India in studying the change by supporting its membership to Artic council. The 
collaboration over Arctic will have the following significance over climate studies 

1) Svalbard: Norway have allowed India to set up its observatory on Norwegian archipelago 
Svalbard. The study done by Indian scientist will not only help Norway but also India, as it is 
evident that climate change in Arctic will have adverse effect on Indian Monsoon 

2) Commercial use of Arctic: with melting of ice in arctic region, many countries are looking for 
commercial viability like shipping to exploit the region. India and Norway can jointly push 
IMO to bring mandatory polar code for ensuring environment friendly use of the region. 

3) Knowledge and Technology share: India can benefit immensely from the Norwegian 
technologies in building its offshore capabilities along with developing and implementing 
integrated ocean management plans. 

The Indian President visit to Norway can be leap ahead in fostering the collaborative approach 
to protect the environment. 

 

Secure 16th Oct 14 

Q1). ―When it comes to choosing a partner between China and Japan, latter is the surer and 

safer option for India to partner with.‖ Substantiate. 

Main Article:http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/agnikalam-india-s-strategy-

both-japan-and-china-the-answer-is-no-114101501159_1.html 

Ans: 

India shares a greater degree of proximity with Japan due to greater convergence of interest and 

absence of major dispute as compared to China. This will allow better seamless integration with 

Japan. 

Major areas highlighting this convergence are: 

STRATEGIC 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/from-the-third-pole-to-the-north-pole/article6501890.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/from-the-third-pole-to-the-north-pole/article6501890.ece
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/agnikalam-india-s-strategy-both-japan-and-china-the-answer-is-no-114101501159_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/agnikalam-india-s-strategy-both-japan-and-china-the-answer-is-no-114101501159_1.html
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(a) China shares a common border with India. 1962 war, frequent incursions by china and its 

ideological support to naxal movement creates security issues for India. Japan distance from 

India prevents any such issues. On the flip side, Japan give strategic advantage to India to 

emerge as swing state in Asia-Pacific politics. 

(b) China supply of arms to Pakistan inhibits any military cooperation with India. Japan offer 

better choice for military cooperation. Its offer of Amphibious aircraft is a case in point. 

ECONOMIC 

(a) We have a looming trade deficit with China which despite several efforts from India is not 

corrected by China. With Japan the trade is almost equitable. 

(b) Japan production technology is a great asset to India. 

(c) China appears more of a competitor to India as she is also a manufacturing hub with 

demographic dividend. japans aging population provides labour market to India and presents 

opportunities to India to attract its production houses. 

(d) China has a history of currency war with India. Our hot money often flights to China 

creating monetary problems for India. Japan does not offer any such challenge. 

GEOPOLITICS 

(a) China is reluctant in supporting India's candidature for permanent membership of UNSC. 

Japan, on the other hand is a party to G-4 along with India. 

(b) In south china sea where India's stake lie in oil exploration, Japan can be trusted against 

assertive China. 

ENERGY 

(a) Japan offer of carbon offset treaty and invest in green technology enhances India's energy 

security. China unilateral development of power projects on Brahmaputra creates 

apprehensions of energy security especially in North East. 

These multiple convergence of interest favors a better integration with Japan, yet China can't be 

neglected due to its economic might, growing stature and proximity with India. Hence, 

methods should be devised for better integration with China 
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GS - III 

Q2) Write a note on the location and distribution of coffee industry in India. Examine which 

factors decide the price of coffee in India. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/better-days-ahead-for-

coffee-growers-114101500755_1.html 

Ans: 

Intro 

 Coffee is a tropical crop grown in high altitude areas with well defined dry and wet 

seasons.  

 Western ghats with slopes facing the sea are suitable for coffee plantations.  

 Karnataka, Kerala and the Nilgiris are the major coffee growing areas and hence have 

majority coffee industries. 

 Some parts of the hilly areas of the eastern ghats have also taken up coffee plantation.  

 New industries have come up in Andhra Pradesh and Orissa. 

 

Growth factors 

1. Rainfall - Coffee requires 150-200 cm of rainfall annually spread throughout the year. 

2. Climate - Warm and humid climate is good. Frost is bad for the crop. 

3. Temperature - 15-30 degree. 

4. Soil - Deep, porous, water retentive and high humus content. 

5.  Labour: labour intensive crop thus needs cheap labour for hand picking job. 

6. Market: export oriented crop thus both local demand and export potential drives 

production. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

Climatic and soil requirement favours three areas of coffee production in India. These are: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/better-days-ahead-for-coffee-growers-114101500755_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/better-days-ahead-for-coffee-growers-114101500755_1.html
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(a) Southern Highlands: Uplands of Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu are traditional centre of 

coffee production with Karnataka being the leader. 

(b) North-East: All seven states have coffee plantation, though quality is inferior to southern 

region. 

(c) Eastern Ghats: highlands of Orissa and Andhra pradesh hae emerged as non traditional 

centres of coffee plantation. 

 

Coffee prices in India are determined by a number of factors like: 

 Production: Coffee production follows an alternate cycle of boom and glut. the prices 

track this trend. 

 Global Market: Brazil and Yemen are leading producers and a bumper harvest or a crop 

failure in those countries has a great effect on domestic prices. 

 Coffee quality: Arabica fetches the best price while the prices are lower for Robusta 

variety. 

 Coffee demand : Rise in coffee shops such as Starbucks and coffee day would increase 

demand and hence the price. 

 Branding : Intensive branding of coffee may spur the demand among the high number 

of coffee loving youth. 

 Entry of new varieties : Coffee cookies, pastries or any innovative product in the market 

can affect the demand. 

 Government Intervention: Intervention by Coffee Board of India fixes the floor prices to 

prevent any large scale fluctuation in price of coffee. 

 

The coffee prices are determined in a very volatile way through futures in the New York Board 

of Trade. This is one of the highest speculated commodity and hence there can by heavy 

fluctuations in the daily prices of the Green beans. The prices fluctuate on any news which can 

affect the coffee production like rain, war etc. 

However, the final coffee pack which a consumer purchases in the market doesn't show the 
same amount of fluctuations as otherwise it would create a negative sentiment amount 
consumers. Mostly, the middlemen involved in the entire production to shipping to roasting 
bear the heat or benefit from the price fluctuations on daily basis. 
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Q3) With global crude oil prices hitting a four-year low, global gas buyers, led by those from 

Japan, are asking sellers to shift to gas-to-gas pricing, rather than linkage with crude oil 

prices. Explain the differences between two methods of pricing. Which pricing method is 

followed in India? Comment on it. 

Article-  http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/gas-might-be-priced-15-
lower-on-fall-in-crude-rates-114101600045_1.html 

Ans: 

When gas prices are linked to the crude oil prices, then in situation like today gas prices would 
indeed decrease. But, this is just for short period. If gas prices linked to crude prices, then 
following two scenarios would affect gas pricing: 
1. About 80 percent of the world's readily accessible reserves are located in the Middle East, 
which is considered as very sensitive region. Any events like Gulf war may increase the global 
crude prices and so gas prices. 
2. Since the production of crude oil has been started, world has consumed much of its reserves. 
In future, oil reserves will deplete sharply compared to gas and as per the supply-demand 
formula, oil prices will increase and so gas prices.So, to avoid long-term uncertainty, countries 
are requesting for shifting from oil linked formula to gas-gas pricing. 

India follows the oil linked formula for gas pricing. Government of India had appointed 
committee under chairmanship of Dr. Rangarajan for reviewing this formula. Committee has 
recommended shifting towards gas-gas pricing by considering the average price of the gas 
imported, as well as those in global markets. 

Useful Articles: 

1). http://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/EY-natural-gas-pricing-in-India/$FILE/EY-
natural-gas-pricing-in-India.pdf 

2). http://www.gatewayhouse.in/decoding-natural-gas-pricing-in-india/ 

Q4). Comment on the recommendations of the Ramesh Chandra committee, constituted by 

the Union health ministry to review the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act 

(COTPA), 2003. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/ban-sale-of-loose-

cigarette-sticks-114101600044_1.html 

Ans: 

 Ramesh Chandra committee was constituted to suggest amendments in COTPA.The 

recommendations suggest restricting the access to tobacco products on one hand and more 

stringent punishment measures for violators on other hand.Recommendations are as follows: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/gas-might-be-priced-15-lower-on-fall-in-crude-rates-114101600045_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/gas-might-be-priced-15-lower-on-fall-in-crude-rates-114101600045_1.html
http://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/EY-natural-gas-pricing-in-India/$FILE/EY-natural-gas-pricing-in-India.pdf
http://www.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/EY-natural-gas-pricing-in-India/$FILE/EY-natural-gas-pricing-in-India.pdf
http://www.gatewayhouse.in/decoding-natural-gas-pricing-in-india/
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/ban-sale-of-loose-cigarette-sticks-114101600044_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/ban-sale-of-loose-cigarette-sticks-114101600044_1.html


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 109 
 

1) Loose cigarette: Ban on loose cigarette will deter the youngsters from buying it, as 

they will find it difficult to buy the entire packet 

2) Age limit: The age limit to buy tobacco products should be increased from 18 to 25 

years 

3) Penalties: They have recommended an increase in penalty on manufacturer failure 

to notify warning on the packet, advertisements of cigarette, smoking in public 

places and purchasing at an age below minimum age. 

4) Smoking Zone: deleting of sec 4 of the COTPA, which will remove the smoking 

zones from hotels and restaurants 

Given the dire need of curbing this evil and past failures to implement laws, Committee had 

many concrete options to delve into like: 

1) Promote alternate farming for tobacco producers to nip the epidemic in the bud. 

2) Uniform tax structure and rational import export, SEZ,FDI policies to reduce incentives for 

tobacco manufacturers.  

3) Strengthening Scientific methods to help and counsel addicts who want to quit.  

4) Mainstreaming tobacco control program into existing national programme that will ensure 

that sporadic efforts are streamlined and existing. 

This report in the least shows the casual approach towards a cause which is capable of claiming 

1.5 million deaths by 2020 at the current rate. 
 

 

 

 

Q5). Recently, the Government of India told American authorities that it would not cooperate 

with the out-of-cycle review (OCR) initiated by the Office of the US Trade Representative 

(USTR) as part of the latter‘s annual ‗Special 301 Report‘, on its supposedly slack intellectual 

property rights (IPR) regime. Explain the rationale behind India's stand. 

Main Article: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/buzz-off-says-delhi-to-us-trade-

representative-114101500786_1.html 

Ans: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/buzz-off-says-delhi-to-us-trade-representative-114101500786_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/buzz-off-says-delhi-to-us-trade-representative-114101500786_1.html
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The rationale behind India's stand of not cooperating with USTRs OCR can be understood on 

two grounds, these are: 

US Specific Issues: 

(a) USTR is an executive body deciding on trade dispute. It thus violate separation of power 

and judicial supremacy which is followed in India. 

(b) USTR has a history of arbitrary and reckless decision making especially relating to 

pharmaceutical industry. India's generic drug industry may be victimized due to this. 

(c) Acceding to OCR open gate to intervention of UNTR in bilateral trade dispute. 

(d) India and USA already have established a US-India IP working group, a bilateral body to 

address such issues which USTR OCR is looking into. Acceding to USTRs OCR will nullify this 

working group. 

INDIA specific issues: 

(a) Intrusion by an executive body of US will create an intrusion in sovereignty of nation. 

(b) India is already working to clear the loopholes in its IPR regime. Thus an OCR is unwanted. 

(c) Accepting OCR will dilute India's stand of dispute settlement and IPR compliance based on 

WTO regime. 

India should try to bring the OCR with the recently created IP working group. This will allay 

US apprehensions about doing business with India and would simultaneously bring to India's 

notice the weak links in its IPR regime without investing for research on IPR regime. 
 

 

 

Q6) What economic strategy was followed soon after India's independence and why? 

Examine. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-economic-

consequences-of-nehru/article6504430.ece 

Ans:  

India after independence adopted a mixed economic growth pattern, with planning and 

government playing important part. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-economic-consequences-of-nehru/article6504430.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-economic-consequences-of-nehru/article6504430.ece
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The reasons for this approach were: 

1. Nascent industry: The private industrial development was not encouraged in the pre 

independence era. Thus at the time of independence Indian market economy was not strong 

enough to carry the market based development. Thus the government's intervention was 

preferred not only by the national plan of 1938, but also by the plan prepared by the capitalist 

i.e Bombay Plan. 

2. Planned development: The planning as existed in the Soviet Union showed its resilience at 

the time of 1929 economic depression. Further Soviet Union was turned in to a highly 

industrialised nation using the plan development. This encouraged Indian leaders to follow the 

same path. 

3. Development of PSU's: Nehru imagined that the PSU's would serve as the temples of the 

growth for India, by being simultaneously a source of production and employment. 

4. Closed economy: There were severe restrictions on the import and export, and thus Indian 

economy remained a closed one for decade to come. This was because both of a nostalgic fear of 

the experience of east India trading company, and giving protection to the emerging domestic 

industrial sector. 

5. Agriculture: The initial two plans gave great impotence to the agriculture. And various land 

reforms were introduced. But later, agriculture lost the focus of the planners. 

Thus it can be argued that Indian economic strategy was based on the existing conditions at the 

time of independence. Though hindsight may provide several fall outs in the strategy. But it 

can't be neglected that it provided a base for the future development. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Q8). Growing trees on farms (agro forestry) is a triple-win strategy for combating 

simultaneously the challenges of increasing food production, mitigating greenhouse gases 

and adapting to climate change. Elaborate. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-a-tree-on-every-field-

boundary/article6504434.ece 

Ans: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-a-tree-on-every-field-boundary/article6504434.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-a-tree-on-every-field-boundary/article6504434.ece
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Agro forestry is a sustainable land-use system that increases total yields by combining food 
crops with tree crops on the same unit of land. In agro forestry system, there are both ecological 
and economical interactions between the various components. 
 

Agro Forestry in increasing food production: 
-Trees in the farm fields intercept solar radiation. They provide shade, reducing water loss 
through evaporation from the soil and transpiration from plants. 
-It also moderates soil temperature in extreme heat and cold. The leaves from the trees add 
organic matter to the soil enriching it and thereby enhancing the growth of crop plants. 
-Thus, agro forestry supports enhanced agricultural production by improving soil conservation, 
soil water holding capacity, soil organic matter, soil fertility, etc. 
 

Agro forestry in environmental concerns: 
-Agro forestry helps to sequester carbon in soil and biomass and thus has a great potential to 
contribute to climate change mitigation. 
-Promoting the use of biomass fuels, replacing fossil fuels, agro forestry contributes to net 
reduction in CO2 emissions. 
-The carbon in the above ground and below ground biomass in an agro forestry system is 
generally much higher than the equivalent land use without trees. (ie crop land without any 
trees) and hence they can also have indirect effects on carbon sequestration as it helps in 
decreasing pressure on natural forests that are the largest sinks of terrestrial carbon. 
-Even in degraded soils, agro forestry practices could increase top soil carbon stocks and hence 
proper designing and managing of agro forests can make them effective carbon sinks. 

Conclusion: 

India has a long tradition of agroforestry practices. Besides the potential of agro forestry system 
to accumulate and sequester carbon, these systems could evolve into a technological option for 
reducing the vulnerability of farming systems to climate variability and climate change impacts. 

 

 

 

 

Q9) Write a critical note on ‗Mars One‘ project. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/mit-questions-feasibility-

of-mars-one-mission/article6504634.ece 

Ans: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/mit-questions-feasibility-of-mars-one-mission/article6504634.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/mit-questions-feasibility-of-mars-one-mission/article6504634.ece
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Mars One project is a mission plan that aims to establish a permanent human settlement on 
Mars, the red planet by 2025. The project is conceptualized by a non-profit organization Mars 
One. 

The NGO launched this project in 2011 and has been providing training to crew since then. It 
will launch demonstrative mission in few year and will launch rover mission to analyze the 
mars environment. It aims to send initial supplies of essential items by 6 heavy rockets before 
sending the Astronauts crew to live there. 

The project has been analyzed by many researchers and creates many doubts about its 
feasibility. The mission assumes that future settlers might be able to melt ice available there for 
drinking water. But current technologies designed to melt the water from soil are not yet ready 
for practical deployment in space. 

Another problem might be related to food. Mission envisions growing crops locally but the 
vegetation would produce unsafe levels of oxygen that would set off a series of events that 
would eventually cause human inhabitants to suffocate. 

As the colony will grow, spare parts would quickly dominate future deliveries to Mars and will 
increase the payloads. The mission is not impossible but it is not feasible with the current 
technologies. The researcher should take more efforts for capacity building so that it captivate 
and inspire generations and will help future human mission to Mars. 

Q10) Post – Fukushima disaster, what additional safety measures have been implemented in 

Indian nuclear reactor sites? Examine. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/aerb-sets-2015-deadline-

for-additional-nuclear-safety/article6504474.ece 

Ans: 

Learning from Fukushima Nuclear Disaster, The Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AFRB)has 
set December 2015 as the Deadline for implementing long-term additional safety measure in 
nuclear installation. These safety measures are is essential for the environment and public 
safety. Further, these are classified as short-term, medium-term and long-term measures out 
which all the short-term measure were being implemented. 

In India every nuclear power plant has to renew its operational licence once in five year, with 
the accident in Fukushima reactors in Japan, additional safety measure has been suggested. The 
NPCIL is expected to give the road map for implementing the same.  

The short term measure will be complete over the next months. Long term measure include 
setting up new equipments and beefing up the physical security of mobile assets like diesel 
gensets building of additional water and diesel storage facilities. 

- Following points can be considered as a measure for the safety-: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/aerb-sets-2015-deadline-for-additional-nuclear-safety/article6504474.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/aerb-sets-2015-deadline-for-additional-nuclear-safety/article6504474.ece
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 Nuclear Safety and Security covers the actions taken to prevent and radiation accidents 
or to limit their consequences. This includes the transportation of nuclear materials, and 
the use and storage of nuclear materials for medical, power, industry and military uses. 

 Radiations monitoring of the workers , public and the environment provides assurance 
that safety practices in various aspects on NPP is well implemented. 

 Safety of Indian NPP against external events of Natural Origin has taken with proper 
planning as no NPP shall be located at a site that falls under seismic zone, which has 
potential to generate earthquakes beyond magnitude -7. In addition, it is also verified 
that no earthquake generating faults are located within 5 km radius of the 
site. 

  Flooding potential at a NPP site is considered in design irrespective of whether 
the NPP site is inland or coastal. For a coastal site the design basis flood 
level is estimated considering maximum tsunami wave height or the combined 
effect of a cyclone and rainfall. 

Safety measures are always been the most important priority for the NPP in India. 

 

 

 
 

 

Secure 17th Oct 14 

Q1)."Though recent labor reforms announced by the Prime Minister of India are welcome, 

they are not sufficient to address existing labor problems." Critically comment 

Main Article: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/not-quite-enough-114101601372_1.html 

Ans: 

Govt of India has launched a slew of measures to usher in labor reforms in effort to improve the 

ease of doing business for domestic as well as foreign companies. These were long pending 

reforms that couldn‘t see the light of the day even though they have been advocated vigorously 

by various sections of the society ranging from economists to industrialists. 

The measures include, 

 Shrama suvidha portal,  

 Labor inspection scheme 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/not-quite-enough-114101601372_1.html
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  provision of Universal account number 

  apprenticeship protsahan yojana  

 revamped rashtriya swasthiya bima yojana. 

 

Technological changes cannot overcome rigid and retrograde labour laws nor can they ensure 

labour security. The factory act, the industrial disputes act and host of other labour laws prove 

to be a stumbling block for any industry or business. 

 Compliance with these archaic laws becomes impossible and gives rise to inspector raj and 

becomes a major source of corruption. 

Moreover in many operation based companies these laws give undue powers to the unions 

resulting in strikes and productivity losses which discourage businessmen to hire people as 

they prefer not to get mired in the labour laws complications. 

 

Needless to say the govt has taken a step in the right direction but the real test remains and a lot 

more needs to be done not only at the central level but at state as well as local levels. 

 

 

 

GS - III 

Q2) The much-awaited goods and services tax, or GST, which has the potential to reform the 

tax system, is not comprehensive without the inclusion of land and liquor in its ambit. 

Examine why inclusion of these two is important. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/satya-poddar-cleaning-up-

with-the-gst-114101601374_1.html 

Ans 1 – 

The current design of the GST excludes land and liquor which is detrimental to economy due to 

the following reasons 

Need of GST in land and liquor: 

a) Tax evasion: Only the tax on value of the land, goods and services are considered leaving the 

tax on the transaction of the land to manipulation of contractors encouraging tax avoidance. If 

the GST applies to liquor, it will significantly reduce tax evasion. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/satya-poddar-cleaning-up-with-the-gst-114101601374_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/satya-poddar-cleaning-up-with-the-gst-114101601374_1.html
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b) To curb black money: Land and liquor are the two major store houses of black money. 

Taxation of these items in transaction is imperative for cleansing this system of black money 

c) Improper taxation: Taxation on land if excluded would treat machinery in factories as 

property rather than treating it as goods encourages unnecessary taxes. Further companies 

cannot claim tax benefits for their infrastructure construction in manufacturing process thereby 

increasing domestic production cost and encouraging imports. 

d) Increased revenue: GST can increase the state revenue significantly if these sectors are 

included where in Gujarat the magnitude of illegal liquor sale is Rs 30,000 crore. 

e) Less burden on people: GST revenue from land and liquor will reduce other taxes in goods 

and service increasing the capacity of the people with cascading effects on growth in economy. 

Central and state government should consider these factors in line with cooperative federalism 

and try to include land and labour under GST for economic well being of our nation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ans 2– 

GST have been in debate for last few years, center wants to introduce GST for various 

reasons like, it will ease down the entire indirect tax systems, strengthen the 

center's position, create a positive environment for business, estimated to add 

$ 15 billion in GDP, it will be in line with international best practices and 

will be a stepping stone for DTC. 

However, it doesn't include two important subjects, which are land and liquor, as these are very 

sensitive issues for state due to major revenue earner and provisions in constitution which 

empowers state to handle these subjects. But, inclusion of these two are needed for the below 

reasons 

Land 

1) Black Money: Land has proved to be a safe investments for the black money. GST will bring 

transparency into the system and would help stop this corrupt practice. 
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2) Stamp duty and Registration: Most of the state facilitated stamp duty and registration are 

grossly undervalued; GST would help in better reporting. 

3) Ease: The current tax structure makes the entire real estate tax system a nightmare and cause 

of litigation for seller as well as buyer. GST will make the entire system lean, which will help in 

faster delivery. 

4) Industry: In absence of GST Industries are unable to claim the credit for the construction 

work (office, factory etc.) done on the land. 

Liquor 

1) illicit Trade: Liquor have flourished as huge illicit market in many states which causes heavy 

revenue loss for the Government. GST would help stop the tax evasion. 

GST is a progressive step, the not only states should cooperate in implementing it but also the 

center should ensure justice with states in sharing tax proceeds after GST. 
 

 

 

 

Q3) Examine the concerns of state governments with regard to structure and implementation 

of goods and services tax (GST). 

Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/satya-poddar-cleaning-up-with-

the-gst-114101601374_1.html 

Ans: 

What is GST? 

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) is a Value Added Tax (VAT) to be implemented in India, the 
decision on which is pending. It will replace all indirect taxes levied on goods and services by 
the Indian Central and State governments. It is aimed at being comprehensive for most goods 
and services. 

Concerns of the States: 

(a) Loss of Revenue: there is a persistent fear that the uniform GST which will reduce the 
overall act burden will have detrimental impact on state proceeds. GST will reduce the 
overall tax collected by the states and hence their ability to implement their policies. 

(b) Another concern is that the tax rates for center and state should converge. Given a wide 
diversity in the rates among the states, it will be very difficult to agree on the same rate. 
The higher rates states do not want to lose their revenues in the long term. However, 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/satya-poddar-cleaning-up-with-the-gst-114101601374_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/satya-poddar-cleaning-up-with-the-gst-114101601374_1.html
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there is much to be gained by having uniform fixed rates for simplicity, avoiding 
diversion of trade and reducing the compliance cost. 

(c) Another major area for negotiation is the treatment of taxes on services with inter-state 
coverage. The exemptions list only includes liquor, petroleum products etc. States are 
demanding more items to be included in the exemption list. 

There is need of the setting up of a unified administrative system for GST and working out the 
transitional arrangements. However, that is not likely to happen as each state would like to 
control the administration of its GST. In this situation, harmonization of administrative 
processes with uniform systems, forms and procedures would be necessary. 

Centre govt. should address all these issues to take states in confidence. It should streamline the 
compensation process and give proper representation to the states in decision making process 
to implement GST to integrate state economies and boost overall growth in India. 

Useful Articles: 

1.http://www.moneycontrol.com/master_your_money/stocks_news_consumption.php?auton
o=1115265 

2.http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Constitution%20115/Constitution%20115%20GST
%20Brief.pdf 

 

Q4) ―The selective amnesia of the United States, the United Kingdom and other Western 

countries about Pakistan-based elements abetting terrorism in neighbouring countries is 

driven logically by the West‘s understanding of its economic, security and strategic interests-

concerns.‖ Critically comment. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/jaimini-bhagwati-the-

pakistan-stakes-114101601376_1.html 

Ans:  

The affair of western powers with Pakistan goes unabated. Despite knowing about it as the 
terror house of the world, it has escaped the angry gaze of the U.S. and its allies. Several factors 
have counted in for this patrimony. 

Pakistan is strategically located to reach the inhabited lands of Afghanistan. West has tensions 
with Iran and central Asia can‘t be trusted, hence leaves only Pakistan for its troop landing and 
reserve base. 

Pakistan is the only nuclear armed country among the OIC grouping. It has second largest army 
and spends huge amounts in defence. It is also the one of the largest contributor to the peace 
keeping forces of the United Nations. Hence it holds considerable clout among them, which 
can‘t be whistled away by the west. 

http://www.moneycontrol.com/master_your_money/stocks_news_consumption.php?autono=1115265
http://www.moneycontrol.com/master_your_money/stocks_news_consumption.php?autono=1115265
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Constitution%20115/Constitution%20115%20GST%20Brief.pdf
http://www.prsindia.org/uploads/media/Constitution%20115/Constitution%20115%20GST%20Brief.pdf
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/jaimini-bhagwati-the-pakistan-stakes-114101601376_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/jaimini-bhagwati-the-pakistan-stakes-114101601376_1.html
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Huge Diaspora is the home of the non-resident Pakistanis in the west especially U.S. and U.K. 
they inhabit their education and research institutes and are a productive asset for them. Not 
supporting Pakistan wil anger their own citizen. 

Hence despite being terror haven it continues to have shade of the west. Apart from laden‘s 
secret capture mission and drone strikes near Afghanistan, it has only being receiving large 
amount of arms and aids for development purposes, which is secretly used by them to bolster 
their army. Measures have been taken to tighten the grip over it, but this should be strictly 
followed, as their interests and also world‘s lies in peaceful Pakistan. 
 
Extra points:- 
 
ECONOMIC INTEREST 

Pakistan has a dominating clout over OIC. OIC nations are reservoirs of worlds petroleum 
need. Thus they sustain global economy. OIC thus have surplus sovereign funds to invest 
globally and hence western powers fear to infuriate them. Simultaneously, the growing ambit of 
Islamic banking is creating a new dimension in Financial Matrix of world which can't be 
neglected. Muslim countries are also big procurers of defence equipments from the western 
markets. 

 

STRATEGIC INTEREST 

Middle East holds a vantage position in geopolitics post WW II. Whether it was cold war era, or 
the renewed nationalism in Russia and China, Middle East offer a strategic place for military 
activities to monitor Asian and World politics. Middle East is also vital to Israel which is one of 
the leading issues of western geopolitics. 

SECURITY INTEREST 

Muslim "ummah" of the Islamic fraternity crosses national borders. Pakistan, a Muslim state is 
one of the flag bearer of this Ummah. annoying her has serious repercussions on both internal 
and external security of western powers. Terrorism is just a case in point. 

If history has lessons to teach, acquiescing of Allied power to Fascism which led to WW II is the 
biggest lesson to the policy of appeasement. Hence, western powers should abjure appeasement 
of Pakistan and be resolute in their action. Otherwise the Clash of Civilisation proposed by 
Samuel Huntington is not far. 
 
 

Q5) What are the functions of chief economic advisor (CEA) appointed in the finance 

ministry? Enumerate. 

Main Article: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/subramanian-is-india-s-new-cea-

114101601401_1.html 

Ans: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/subramanian-is-india-s-new-cea-114101601401_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/subramanian-is-india-s-new-cea-114101601401_1.html
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The Chief Economic Advisor (CEA), acting as a chairman of the Economic Advisory Council to 

the Prime Minister (PMEAC), advices the PM on a whole set of economic issues like inflation, 

microfinance, industrial output, etc. 

The functions of CEA are as follows: 

1. Analyzing any issue economic or otherwise, referred to by the Prime Minister and advising 

him thereon. 

2. Addressing issues of macroeconomic importance and presenting views thereon to the Prime 

Minister either suo-moto or on a reference from the Prime Minister or anyone else. 

3. Submitting periodic reports to the Prime Minister on macroeconomic developments and 

issues with implications for economic policy. 

4. Attending to any other task as may be desired by the Prime Minister from time to time. 

5) Preparing a monthly report of economic developments that need to be highlighted to the PM. 

6) Reviewing the reports on the annual 'Economic Outlook' and 'Review of the Economy of 

India' before being published. 

 
 
 
 

 

Q6) "―Hate madrasas and schools that radicalise will have to be shut down across South Asia. 

They have become a key element of terror infrastructure in the region.‖ Critically discuss. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/afghan-nsa-wants-

radical-religious-schools-shut-down/article6508815.ece 

Ans: 

 In centuries past, before the establishment of secular educational institutions, madrasas were 

the primary centers of legal scholarship as well as scientific and philosophical learning. These 

days, however, they are most likely to limit their syllabus to Quran or the rituals of Islamic 

practice. 

But there are more serious concerns raised by many reports from western security agencies that 

some Madrasas teach radicalism to the students and foment extremism. These extremists 

terrorize the world. These Madrasas are claimed to making South-Asian region a fertile ground 

for terrorists. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/afghan-nsa-wants-radical-religious-schools-shut-down/article6508815.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/afghan-nsa-wants-radical-religious-schools-shut-down/article6508815.ece
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The Madrasas may teach fundamentalism to the Islamic students but they do not provide the 

technical or linguistic skills necessary to be an effective terrorist. Indeed, there is little or no 

evidence that madrassas produce terrorists capable of attacking a country. Mostly terrorists or 

masterminds have been found graduated in college like engineering etc. 

Rather than shutting, in India, Pakistan or any South Asian country, govt. should regulate the 

Madrasas properly. Most of the Madrasas are receiving aids from govt. They should follow a 

proper code of ethics and code of conduct. They should impart nationalism to the students. 

As we all know, poverty drives terrorism, India govt. should focus on the economic 

development of the muslim community. Govt. should look into the Sachar committee‘s report 

on condition on minorities and should implement its recommendations for their development. 

Q7)‖ The RBI can only be as autonomous as the government wants it to be.‖ Write a critical 

note on RBI‘s autonomous status and the dangers it faces. 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-limits-of-

autonomy/article6508784.ece 

 

Ans: 

What law say? 

● The RBI is not constitutionally independent, as the 1934 Act governing its operation 

gives the government power to direct it. The government appoints the central bank 

governor and four deputies. 

● Technically, the government is also permitted by the Act to supersede the central bank if 

it believes the RBI has failed to carry out its obligations. 

● So  RBI 's autonomy is not sanctioned by any statute.  

Present Status 

● The RBI over the years enjoyed the autonomy because of its track record of performance 

and successive governments found it sensible to confer a large degree of autonomy on 

the RBI. 

● Governors of RBI have understood that they can exercise more autonomy by having 

political authority on board in its decisions. 

● Autonomy is dependent on the close understanding between GOI & RBI. 

Autonomy 

● Central bank independence generally relates to three areas viz. personnel matters; 

financial aspects; and conduct of policy. 

● Personnel independence refers to the extent to which the Government distances itself 

from appointment, term of office and dismissal procedures of top central bank officials 

and the governing board. 

● Financial independence relates to the freedom of the central bank to decide the extent to 

which Government expenditure is either directly or indirectly financed via central bank 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-limits-of-autonomy/article6508784.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-limits-of-autonomy/article6508784.ece


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 122 
 

credits. Direct or automatic access of Govt  to central bank credits would naturally imply 

that monetary policy is subordinated to fiscal policy.  

● Policy independence is related to the flexibility given to the central bank in the 

formulation and execution of monetary policy. 

 

Dangers to Autonomy 

● The government wants to put in place a formal mechanism that will circumscribe the 

RBI‘s role in monetary policy. 

● RBIs single point agenda of inflation targeting runs contrary to govt position of 

considering growth also as an important objective to be achieved. 

● GOI has recently expressed to set inflation targets for RBI. 

● The RBI has kept the repo rate unchanged at 8 per cent since January 2014.Not lowering 

interest rates risks derailing the incipient recovery in the Indian economy. We need a 

revival in investment to ensure an early return to a growth rate of over 7 per cent. 

● The RBI Governor has argued that a cut in interest rates will not make much of a 

difference to investment because it does not reduce the cost of funds significantly. This is 

true but an interest rate cut could still provide a stimulus to the economy. 

Conclusion 

● In an economy such as ours, it is entirely legitimate for the political authority to want a 

say on inflation and interest rates as these impact the lives of people more critically than 

in a high-income economy.  

 

Q8) Various stakeholders in India are expecting cut in interest rates by the RBI. Examine 

how reduced interest rates at this point of time will help these stakeholders. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-limits-of-

autonomy/article6508784.ece 

Ans: 

The steadiness in the Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF) rates since January 2014 despite 
falling inflation has created doubts in the minds of various stakeholders such as the Banks, 
Business lobbies, Economists 
etc. 

The unwillingness of the RBI to bring rate-cuts has sought an unsolicited intervention from the 
government which is said to be planning an eight-member Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) 
dominated by five external members, as proposed by the FSLRC. This will only dilute the 
autonomy of the RBI more so in targeting inflation. 

It is beyond any doubt that not lowering the interest rates would risk derailing of the recovery 
in the Indian economy. To ensure a return to over 7 percent growth rate, it is thus imperative to 
revive investments, which is very much dependent on the policy rate-cuts. The argument by the 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-limits-of-autonomy/article6508784.ece
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RBI governor that the rate cuts will not have much impact vis-à-vis investment stands 
questionable. The potent role of interest rates in determining the economic fate is not unknown 
to economic pundits. 

The positive influence of rate-cut in enhancing the bank capital enjoys consensus among all the 
stakeholders. It will certainly increase the cash-flow in the banks and the lending of the same to 
the investment-hungry companies will further help consolidate the growing economy. A rate 
cut could stimulate both the demand for credit and the supply of credit. In keeping policy rates 
fixed, the RBI risks falling behind the curve. 

Therefore, a synergy between RBI and Government along with prioritization of the common 
good would only do the justice in reviving the fortunes of all the stakeholders and thus help lift 
the growth curve higher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q9) ―….the problem of child labour in India has not been addressed squarely due to the 

caste-oriented and elitist orientation of Indian officialdom.‖ Comment 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/hero-or-persona-non-

grata/article6508785.ece 

Ans: 

Child labour is the practice of engaging children in the economic activity. The practice deprives 
them from their physical and mental development. Poverty and lack of education are 
considered prominent causes of child labour. The 2001 census estimates the total number of 
child labour, aged 5-15 yrs, to be 12.6 million out of total 253 million children. 

Indian officialdom word is typically used for the government officials who perceives 
themselves better than the society at large based on caste, elitism, well educated, upper 
economic class etc. This perception has emerged as the artificial barrier while addressing the 
needs of the society. One such example is the child labour issue in the Indian society. 

To address the issue of child labour the official has to know its statistics, distribution, 
demographics and social support. Following are the comments discussed. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/hero-or-persona-non-grata/article6508785.ece
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1). Statistics: When Britishers left, the elite(Imperial) bureaucracy lacked information 
on the issues of child labour, since their focus was maintaining the imperialism. It was only 
1971census that child labour data was collected and later a Gurupadsawamy Committee was set 
up to tackle this issue. 

2). Distribution: Going by the census of 2001, Uttar Pradesh alone has 2.1 million child 
labour, closely followed by Bihar (over mission). A closer looks reveals that these are also the 
states where caste and elitism in government officials are deep rooted. 

3). Demographics: According to 2005 report of National Sample Survey Org, child labour 
incidents rates are highest among Muslim Indians, about 40% higher than Hindu. Again this 
can be attributed to the underrepresentation of Muslims in government officials. 

4). Social Support: Many NGO, e.x. Bachpan Bachao Andolan, Call India, Global March 
Against Child Labour, work towards eradicating child labour. They seldom get 
any recognition from government official and almost never associated in the 
policy formulations. 

All these above comments points towards the divide based on caste and elitism in government 
officials which are making difficult for the government officials to address the issue of child 
labour squarely. 

 

 

 

Secure 18th Oct 14 

Q1). Examine the socio-economic factors leading to child labour problem in poor and 

developing countries.)  

Main Article:http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/devangshu-datta-our-

dangerous-dependence-on-child-labour-114101701459_1.html 

Ans: 

Child labor is one of the biggest problems faced by the developing countries like India. The 

factors leading to this are: 

Social: 

1. An elitist bureaucracy and government structure does not empathize with the problem which 

is associated with mostly the lower strata of society. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/devangshu-datta-our-dangerous-dependence-on-child-labour-114101701459_1.html
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2. Social structures like caste which makes it okay that the children belonging to a particular 

caste are destined to work. 

3. Existing conditions in the developing countries like early marriage , high birth rate leads to 

low socio economic status, hence encourage child labor. 

Economic: 

1. Low availability of the formal jobs for the adult population.  

2. Low coverage of the social security schemes, and health insurance. In case the working 

member of the family suffers from any unfortunate accident, the children are forced to enter 

work force. 

Thus to fight this problem a change in required both in the attitude of the society and economic 

status of the lower classes. The initiatives of like RTE, FSB, UN Convention on the child rights 

etc are steps in the right direction. But more needs to done to ensure that the child is not 

deprived of the basic human rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS - I 

Q2) Explain the major difference between two branches of Islam – Sunni and Shia. Critically 

examine why some analysts think that Muslim enlightenment is possible through the Shia 

branch of Islam. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/deepak-lal-

enlightenments-old-and-new-ii-114101701460_1.html 

Ans1 – 

Sunni and Shia Muslims share the most fundamental Islamic beliefs and articles of faith. The 

differences between these two can be classified in two categories spiritual and political. These 

are the following 

1.A Question of Leadership: The division between Shia and Sunni started with the death of the 

Prophet Muhammad, and the question of who was to take over the leadership of the Muslim 

nation was raised. Sunni Muslims that the new leader should be elected from among those 

capable of the job. And chosen Prophet Muhammad's close friend and advisor, Abu Bakr, 

became the first Caliph of the Islamic nation. The Shia Muslims believe that following the 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/deepak-lal-enlightenments-old-and-new-ii-114101701460_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/deepak-lal-enlightenments-old-and-new-ii-114101701460_1.html
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Prophet Muhammad's death, leadership should have passed 

directly to his cousin/son-in-law, Ali bin Abu Talib. 

2. Religious Leadership: Shia Muslims believe that the Imam is sinless by nature, and that his 

authority is infallible as it comes directly from God. Sunni Muslims contend that leadership of 

the community is not a birthright, but a trust that is earned and which may be given or taken 

away by the people themselves. 

3.Religious Texts and Practices: Based on their belief there is natural rise to some differences in 

religious practice between the two groups. These differences touch all detailed aspects of 

religious life: prayer, fasting, pilgrimage, etc. 

Shia Muslim reliance on Ijtihad or reason as a source of law and Sunni Islam abandoned Ijtihad 

in the 11th century. In the modern era, liberal thinkers have emerged to re-establish and reform 

Islamic law and its interpretations. These Muslims "want to recover the freedom of the mind". 

These Muslims have re-opened the gates of ijtihad, in order to accommodate the religion with 

modern society. These Muslims want to 

"apply contemporary intellectual methods to the task of reforming Islam". This new form of 

ijtihad would allow Muslims to combine their religious perspective with that of their academic 

or scientific thoughts. So according to this aspect some analysts think that Muslim 

enlightenment is possible through the Shia branch of Islam. 
 

 

Ans2 – 

The fundamental difference between the Shia and the Sunni branches of Islam dates back to the 

succession crisis of the 7th century. The Shia believe that Prophet Muhammad was to be 

succeeded in his spiritual and temporal roles by his cousin and son-in-law, Ali and that this role 

was to be restricted to the latter's direct descendants. The Sunnis on the other hand believed 

that anybody, irrespective of descent, was qualified for this role if the people chose him as their 

Caliph. Today the Shias form around 15% of the Muslim population. They form large majorities 

in Iran, Iraq, Azerbaijan and Bahrain. There are substantial minorities in Lebanon, Syria, Saudi 

Arabia and the Indian Subcontinent. 

It is misleading to assert that enlightenment is possible only through any particular branch of 

Islam. A point noted in favour of Shia-ism is its reliance on Ijtihad or reason as a source of law. 

Sunni Islam abandoned Ijtihad in the 11th century. But it would be wrong to make the assertion 

that reason is not a source of Sunni Islamic law anymore. Infact Ijtihad still exists in Sunni 

theology. It takes the form of creatively interpreting the opinion of religious scholars in line 

with modern developments. Only the core beliefs are left untouched. 
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Along the same lines, democracy holds great importance in Sunni-sm rather than divinely 

ordained leadership as seen in Shia Iran. There is no rule by clerics. 

Therefore, the second Islamic Enlightenment, when it comes, shall have nothing to do with the 

two schools of Islamic thought. It would be an organic process and a product of its times. 
 

 

Q3) Though India had time-bound plans to manage waste in towns and cities, the problem 

has only increased. In the light of recently announced Clean India mission, critically analyse 

the challenges that exist to proper waste management in cities. 

Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/t-n-ninan-why-reports-are-

garbage-114101701462_1.html 

Ans: 

Waste management is the emerging challenge posed by the rapidly expanding urban life. 

Despite multiple policies and programmes with Swach Bharat Abhiyan being the latest, waste 

management is still plodding to meet desired outcomes. The main challenges to waste 

management are: 

(a) Scattered responsibility: While municipal bodies are responsible for loading and disposal of 
waste from Garbage bins, its collection from houses is scattered between poor municipal service 
and private collectors. As a result, waste collection is unorganised and disposal becomes 
widespread. 

(b) Absence of infrastructure: From dust bins to sewerage treatment plants, the story of urban 
waste management is a pity. It compounds due to absence of innovative methods of waste 
disposal like reverse vending machines, bio degradable toilets etc. Public toilets are badly 
managed so poor often choose to toil outside. 

(c) Waste disposal model: A top down model often lack in empirical realities and wider 
participation. View of those involved in waste management is seldom taken. Also the finances 
available like for construction of toilet is partial which can't be supplemented by the poor who 
need it most. As a result there is colossal failure of policies. 

(d) General attitude: While our houses are epitome of cleanliness, we seldom replicate that 
behaviour outside. Thus our street and road are full with filth which can be easily avoided if we 
choose to put was in garbage bins. 

(e) Centralized approach: Waste generation plants with decentralization can operate 
with ease for garbage collection, segregation and processing with community level participation 
with lesser management. Our centralized approach increases operating costs and lesser local 
participation. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/t-n-ninan-why-reports-are-garbage-114101701462_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/t-n-ninan-why-reports-are-garbage-114101701462_1.html


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 128 
 

(f) Finances: Lack of necessary things from dustbins, vehicles to less capacity of the recycle 
plants affects the waste recycle process. Financing projects must be priority for government for 
all cities initially and must focus on converting waste to energy where at later stages it generates 
revenue. 

(g) Informal workers: Integrating informal waste collectors together with formal municipal 
workers with adequate training in waste recycle process will help in waste management. 

 (h) Maintenance: Though recycling plants are installed maintenance of the plants and periodic 
revision of methods in recycling is neglected leading to closure. 

A holistic model with proper infrastructure and supporting attitudinal change is the need of 
hour to prevent the urban decay that is rapidly expanding its ambit. Otherwise the dream of 
urbanised India will remain a dream only. 

Paper-2/3 Health/Envt. 

Q4) Write a note on recently launched national Air Quality Index(AQI) by the Ministry of 

Environment, Government of India. 

Main article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/environment-

ministry-launches-national-air-quality-index-114101701165_1.html 

Ans: 

The National Air Quality Index launched by the Ministry of Environment is a real time air 

quality information system which can classify daily air quality and provide it to people in a 

simple and easily understandable manner. 

It is one of the initiatives under the Swacch Bharat Mission recently launched by the 

government. 

The index is classified into six categories — good, satisfactory, moderately polluted, poor, very 

poor, and severe — with colour coding ranging from green to dark red. This index transforms 

various air pollution levels into a single number for a simple description of air quality to 

citizens. 

The proposed AQI will consider eight pollutants (PM10, PM2.5, NO2,SO2, CO, O3, NH3, and Pb) 

for which short-term (up to 24-hourly averaging period) National Ambient Air Quality 

Standards are prescribed. 

The AQI is aimed at quickly disseminating air quality information real-time that entails the 

system to account for pollutants which have short-term impacts. 

The AQI will prompt the local authorities to take quick action to improve air quality and is 

aimed at people's participation in the process. Citizens can avoid unnecessary exposure to air 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/environment-ministry-launches-national-air-quality-index-114101701165_1.html
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pollutants. 

 

Q5) Write a note on India‘s new missile – Nirbhay cruise missile. Explain its strategic 

significance.  

Main Article: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/n-capable-nirbhay-missile-

successfully-test-fired-114101800032_1.html 

Ans: 

Nirbhay, a subsonic cruise missile, is one more feather in India's rocketry science. It not only 

enhanced the security and second strike capability of the nation but also proved the world that 

will can overcome the handicap imposed by MTCR and are now self reliant in intercontinental 

missile technology. 

Salient features of Nirbhay: 

(a) Sub-sonic cruise missile. 

(b) Range beyond 1000 km. 

(c) Inertial guidance technology to enable flight manoeuvring and precise target hitting. 

STRATEGIC ADVANTAGES 

(a) Enhanced nuclear triad of nation. 

(b) Enhanced security capability against China and Pakistan. 

(c) Fortified our strength in Indian ocean. 

(d) Filled the gap between Agni ballistic missile and Brahmos cruise missile. 

(e) Countered Pakistan HATF IV missile. 

India with its hostile neighbors and tough international situation has to always keep itself ready 

with latest war technology to create the necessary deterrent. With the capacity of carrying 

Nuclear payloads, Nirbhaya rightly is considered as a great technological advancement 

exclusively dedicated to the Indian scientists. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/n-capable-nirbhay-missile-successfully-test-fired-114101800032_1.html
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Q6) A car manufacturing company has established a small factory inside Tihar jail premises 

where inmates work and produce certain auto parts which is comparable to the quality 

produced in company's main factories. But inmates are paid very less, have no organization 

powers and their work is compulsory as long as they stay in prison. Do you think it is ethical 

on part of the government to allow this kind of works in prison? Substantiate. 

Reference: http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/now-an-auto-harness-

plant-in-tihar-jail-114101800042_1.html 

Ans:  

The ethicality behind the government decision to allow car manufacturing company to open a 

unit in Tihar albeit at much lower labour payment can be understood on two grounds. 

(a)Ethicality of non commensurate payment against job done 

Equal pay for equal job is one of the Directive Principle of the Constitution. This principle also 

guides various labour laws and Minimum wage act. Thus, prima facie it appears to be a legal 

violation. But a deep perusal tells that imprisonment means curtailment of certain fundamental 

rights. Thus, the prisoners are not placed equally with free citizens. Hence, on this partial rights 

logic, non commensurate wages are justified. 

(b) Ethics of such jobs 

The objective of imprisonment is to only to punish but also to reform the inmate. Post Release 

job opportunities constitute an important part of imprisonment process. Thus, various training 

programmes are made available to increase the employability of inmates after release. Going 

with this logic the Car manufacturing unit is imparting them skill which can help them earn 

better salaries than the other 

traditional jobs of the jail. 

Hence, the lower salaries are justified. 
 

GS 3 

Q7). Explain why Switzerland is an important factor in India‘s fight against black money. 

 

Main Article:http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/swiss-to-share-

info-on-black-money-says-fm-114101800043_1.html 

 

Ans: 

Intro 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/now-an-auto-harness-plant-in-tihar-jail-114101800042_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/now-an-auto-harness-plant-in-tihar-jail-114101800042_1.html
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● Black money is a term used in common parlance to refer to money that is not fully 

legitimate in the hands of the owner. This could be for two possible reasons. 

●  The first is that the money may have been generated through illegitimate activities not 

permissible under the law, like crime, drug trade, terrorism, and corruption, all of which 

are punishable under the legal framework of the state.  

● The second and perhaps more likely reason is that the wealth may have been generated 

and accumulated by failing to pay the dues to the public exchequer in one form or other. 

In this case, the activities undertaken by the perpetrator could be legitimate and 

otherwise permissible under the law of the land but s/he has failed to report the income 

so generated, comply with the tax requirements, or pay the dues to the public 

exchequer, leading to the generation of this wealth. 

Switzerland 

● Switzerland is the world‘s oldest and most established asset haven.As the world‘s 

premier private banking center, Switzerland holds an estimated one-fourth of the 

world‘s private wealth. And much of that money is there because of Switzerland‘s 

famous secrecy laws. 

●  Switzerland has promised India of disclosing the names of the people.But this 

agreement is made on the condition that it will maintain the privacy of the people until 

they are proven guilty in court supported by independent investigation. 

● One cannot ignore the importance of"U.S. Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act 

(FATCA)" which forced Switzerland virtually to open up and come to an agreement in a 

move towards more transparency in tax evasion. 

● Switzerland,being the leading safe haven will play a crucial role in setting the 

benchmark for other safe havens like   Bermuda,Mauritius,Cayman Islands etc. to 

modify their bank secrecy laws. 

● It is of utmost importance to successfully negotiate with swiss govt & bring black money 

back to India. 

Recent Development(Business Standard) 

● Switzerland had agreed to assist India in securing confirmation of genuineness of bank 

documents and information on requests related to non-banking information, which 

would aid India in tax investigations. Swiss authorities will provide the information 

sought in a time-bound manner; otherwise, it will indicate the reasons why the cases 

cannot be responded to within the timeline agreed . 

● Switzerland has also assured it will commence talks with India for concluding an 

Automatic exchange of information (AEOI) agreement between the two countries at the 

earliest. This is the first time Switzerland has agreed to start discussions on a bilateral 

agreement on AEOI. 

● Switzerland had amended its domestic laws, allowing other countries to make group 

requests for information about suspected black money hoarders. Through this, 

Switzerland won't give prior intimation to suspected individuals or entities before 

sharing their details. 
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Q8) Explain the factors that decide the onset of the northeast monsoon. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/onset-of-monsoon-likely-in-two-

days/article6513500.ece 

Ans: 

During the early October when the sun apparently starts moving southwards, the low-pressure 
trough (monsoon trough) over the northern plains becomes weaker. The South-West monsoon 
gradually withdraws from the northern plains leaving the region with clear skies which allow 
sunlight to fall directly, creating high temperature and humid conditions. This oppressive 
weather is termed as ‗October Heat‘. 

However, in the second half of October weather normalises and thereafter mercury level 
declines in the north-India. During this time, the low-pressure conditions that existed in the 
north get transferred to the Bay of Bengal region. This transfer causes cyclonic depressions, 
which originate in the Andaman Sea. 

During this period, many cyclones develop in the Bay of Bengal region. These tropical cyclones 
are often destructive, the recent Hudhud cyclone being a case in point. 

Owing to these cyclonic depressions, Coromandel Coast along the eastern margins of Tamil 
Nadu start receiving bulk of the rainfall in the NE to SW direction. This event occurs usually 
around October 20th. Thus, the rainfall in the second half of the October month in Tamil Nadu 
is the harbinger for the onset of North-East monsoons. 

 

 

 

 

Q9) If you are posted as District Collector, explain how will you tackle the problem of 

unemployment in your district? 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/a-novel-way-to-address-

unemployment/article6513648.ece 

Ans: 

There can be no one size fits all solution for unemployment as the ground realities would be 
different for every district. However broadly, these are the step I would take. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/onset-of-monsoon-likely-in-two-days/article6513500.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/onset-of-monsoon-likely-in-two-days/article6513500.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/a-novel-way-to-address-unemployment/article6513648.ece
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a) Using the current employment programmes like NREP, DDP etc to create productive 
community assets that would provide further employment. For instance, a canal that brings 
irrigation to one-crop land and therefore increases the labour demand year long. 

b) Providing subsidised credit to landless tenants so that they can take up supplementary 
activities like poultry rearing, fisheries etc. 

c) Encouraging labour intensive industries to set up apprentice workshops that would impart 
necessary skills to unemployed youth. 

d) Encouraging traditional arts and crafts by facilitating their access to the larger markets. 

e) Streamlining the unemployment exchange operations so that it maintains an updated list of 
the unemployed. 

f) Training partially educated local youth to act as service providers in areas of tourist interest 
in the district. 

g) Using SHGs and Micro Credit organisations to boost entrepreneurship among women. This 
may include tying up with private rural empowerment programmes like ITC's e-Choupal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q10) Critically evaluate the performance of the scheme – National Programme for Control of 

Blindness (NPCB) 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/scheme-to-check-

blindness-under-review/article6513462.ece 

Ans: 

The National Programme for Control of Blindness had been started in 1976 post a survey 
by ICMR between 1971-74, which highlighted widespread prevalence of avoidable 
blindness. It is a centrally sponsored scheme. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/scheme-to-check-blindness-under-review/article6513462.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/scheme-to-check-blindness-under-review/article6513462.ece


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 134 
 

Objective: 
to provide infrastructural facilities, more coverage to rural areas and also increase thrust in this 
area by inducing more human resource development. National Programme for Control of 
Blindness aims to reduce the prevalence of blindness from 1.4% to 0.3%.  

According to survey done on Avoidable blindness, the prevalence of blindness was reduced 
from 1.1 per cent in 2000 to one per cent in 2006.The NPCB now target to bring down the per 
cent of avoidable blindness to 0.3 percent by 2020. But even after working for nearly 38 years it 
has not impacted the society to that extent as it is needed. 

There are various reasons which had impacted this sheme to perform its fullest potential. 

1. Underutilization of funds are there due to various structural problems funds allotted to it 
can‘t be utilised fully. 

2. Lack of basic infrastructural facilities like digital infrastructure etc. 

3. Lack of human resources also in terms of doctors, nurses, medical practioners etc. 

4. Lack of dedication and commitment of governments machinery and others involved in it. 

So in conclusion we can say that for proper working of this centrally sponsored scheme all 
machineries should be focussed towards a single common goal & then only it will be possible to 
have some impact on society in terms of reduced no of blind cases in our society 

 

 

 

 

Q11) ‗Not just make in India, we need make for India initiative.‘ In the light of objectives of 

recently announced Make in India initiative, comment on the statement. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/make-for-india-not-just-

in-india/article6513433.ece 

Ans: 

With the aim of increasing the growth of manufacturing sector in India to provide employment 
and economic growth and inclusive development, govt. launched ‗Make in India‘ initiative. 
Govt. is trying to attract foreign investors to invest in Indian manufacturing 
industry. This will be achieved by making India a doing business friendly country and faster 
single window clearances with zero red tapism and friendly land and labour policies. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/make-for-india-not-just-in-india/article6513433.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/make-for-india-not-just-in-india/article6513433.ece
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The initiative will increase the export of India but that will also take the output of the Indian 
workers away from them. Govt‘s export oriented manufacturing policy like incentivise the SEZs 
etc. will promote the goods produced within the country to go outside of india to developed 
countries. This will cause huge drain of wealth in the form of cheap labour and will cause 
persistent failure of domestic industries bringing them further to sick 
categories.  

India has nearly a billion customers and has a large need of goods in various categories like 
durables goods and machinery goods and service sector goods like different type of softwares 
etc. 

Foreign investor will find cheap labour and resources in India. They will have motive of 
maximizing profit only. Govt. by inviting outside capital can‘t build domestic manufacture 
capability which is the need of hour. 

Domestic firms mainly SMEs should be incentivised and give more liberty through providing 
credit facilities and easy clearances. These domestic producers will be more inclined towards 
the domestic market rather than foreign exports. Thus the local needs will be served to the 
maximum extent. Also there should be a combined machinery and rules by which government 
should combine one foreign firm with some SMEs and domestic firms in a particular sector and 
zone so that by using cutting edge technology and modern management of foreign firm 
domestic companies get full benefit and also become competitive in manufacturing sectors and 
after some time they also become world leaders in manufacturing. 

Secure 20th Oct 14 

Q1). Critically analyze why the government has decontrolled the diesel prices and what 

would be   its implications. 

Main Article: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-frees-diesel-raises-gas-

price-114101801004_1.html 

Ans: 

 Kirit Parikh committee had recommended deregulation of petrol and diesel prices. 

consequently, While petrol prices has been decontrolled in one go the diesel prices were 

allowed to be increased in steps till it matches the market prices. Diesel price deregulation is an 

outcome of sufficient phased hike in its price and steep decrease in petroleum prices at global 

market. 

The prices has been decontrolled because: 

1. the upstream oil companies were suffering huge losses as they had to share the burden of 

subsidies. This acts as a disincentive to invest in exploration of oil and gas in domestic as well 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-frees-diesel-raises-gas-price-114101801004_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-frees-diesel-raises-gas-price-114101801004_1.html
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foreign fields. 

2. It has let to high fiscal deficit, threatening achievement of fiscal prudence as envisaged in 

FRBM Act. 

3. Higher subsidies resulted in lesser funds to be expended in social welfare schemes. 

4. the sector was not competitive as govt. did not provided subsidy to private sector companies. 

Industry suffered severely in terms of investment. 

5. Subsidized goods create distortion in market forces. Lower diesel prices as compared to 

petrol caused preference of diesel cars over petrol ones. 

6. Subsidy also cause inefficiency. It reduces incentives to prefer low cost mechanisms such as 

public transport and freight movement by railways. 

Impacts of decontrolling the diesel prices: 

1. Success in fiscal prudence will improve its credit worthiness, attract investments. 

2. The oil companies, public and private both, will increase the domestic exploration and 

production for oil. It will ensure energy security of India. 

3. India is mostly dependent on import from Middle East region for its petroleum needs. As this 

region is vulnerable to wars and civil conflicts, petroleum prices may witness sudden surge 

causing high inflation. This will cause discomfort to public. 

4. Agriculture sector uses about 17% of diesel consumption. The prices of food will increase. 

5. Goods transportation is mainly dependent on diesel. The deregulation will fuel inflation. But 

such inflation will be limited in long term as it will facilitate competition and increase in 

production thus bringing down the prices.  

6. Switch to more efficient appliance, engines etc. will take place. It will help lowering carbon 

emission, a step towards mitigating climate change 

 

 
GS - II 

Q2) Write a note on the problems being faced by Public Sector Banks in India and examine 

what measures to be taken to address these problems. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/debashis-basu-a-

chowkidar-for-state-banks-114101900780_1.html 

Ans1 – 

Some of the major problems faced by the public sector banks 

in India are : 

1) Inefficiency and poor governance penetrated deep into the PSB that results in large scale 

corruption and favouritism . 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/debashis-basu-a-chowkidar-for-state-banks-114101900780_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/debashis-basu-a-chowkidar-for-state-banks-114101900780_1.html
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2) Large cases of wilful defaulters and ever increasing NPA when compared to insignificant 

amount of same in private sector banks. 

3) Thousands of write offs without any accountability and more so the weak bankruptancy laws 

lead to case of large wilfull defaulters like kingfisher and deccan chronicle to name a few. 

4) There is also increasing case of lobbying by various interest groups for the appointment of 

chairman in a public sector banks. 

Some of the measures to solve the problem: 

1) Fixing of responsibility at the top management against NPA and wilfull defaulters . 

2) Institutional good practices needs to be implemented . 

3) Need for a strong regulatory system to keep watch on growing NPA and wilful defaulters or 

to say a smart regulatory system which enables a near accurate prediction ofany NPA. 

4) PSBs also need to take a case study of some top private sector banks where such defaulter 

cases are non existent. 
 

 

Ans2 – 

Public sector banks are infested with multiple problems like: 

(a) Rising NPA. 

(b) Bad governance. 

(c) Inefficient management. 

(d) Poor penetration. 

(e) Absence of professionalism in working culture. 

(f) Financial burden on government through their recapitalisation bills. 

To overcome this sick sector plethora of reforms are needed which include 

(a) Dilution of public ownership: Implementation of P J Nayak committee recommendation by 

diluting government stakes in PSBs. Private Ownership will bring better accountability and 

hence better efficiencies and professionalism in working of PSB. 
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(b) Merit based appointments: Critical post like those of Chairman and Director should be filled 
on merit criteria rather than though political appointments. These leadership positions decide 
the functioning of entire organisation. 
 

(c) Performance related incentives: Linking part of salary to performance based of outcomes 

rather than outlays to improve competency of employees. 

(d) Fixation of responsibilities: Clarity in accountability and nailing of defaulters will reduce the 

chances of NPA. 

(e) Rationalisation of banking laws: Antiquated banking laws should be reformed for better 

compliance. Simultaneously acts like SARFESI should be strengthen. 

Banking constitute the back bone of the nation. With the burden of social welfare lying on PSB 

its necessary that this spine is robust enough to prevent any breakdown. 
 

 

 

 

Q3) In India, the reduction in malnutrition among children has been very slow when 

compared to rapid economic growth in the post-reform period. Examine the in the light of 

revelations made by various reports. 

Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/costs-of-ignoring-

hunger/article6517786.ece 

Ans: 

India after liberalizing the economy after 1991 has witnessed tremendous economic growth. The 

economic development a country has direct impact on the nutrition level and health of its 

population.  

In India the nutrition level of population is not in consonance with the economic development 

achieved by it. While India‘s economic growth was almost 9% per annum from 2005-06 to 2008-

09, where as its success in reducing malnutrition was almost half of its economic growth. 

As per the Global Hunger Index report of the International Food Policy Research 
Institute(IFPRI) India has made considerable improvement by reducing the underweight 
children from 24.2% in 2005 to 17.8% in 2014, and is currently ranked at 55 from 63 in 2005 and 
India is placed in the category of ―serious‖ from ―alarming‖. However India still continues to be 
home for largest number of malnourished in world, Institutional delivery system is still poor 
and also basic needs like pure drinking water is still not accessible to large population. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/costs-of-ignoring-hunger/article6517786.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/costs-of-ignoring-hunger/article6517786.ece
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India no doubt has taken steps through various programmes like PDS, Integrated Child 
Development Services etc to address the issue of malnutrition among children and to reduce 
child mortality still the outcome of these programmes are not satisfactory, reasons being lack of 
funds or leakage in the programmes. Hence, to bring the balance between the economic growth 
and nutrition health of children it is necessary to divert more funds for the existing social 
programmes. 

 

Keywords: International Year of Family Farming, Biofortication, Hidden hunger 

PS: Points regarding causes of under-nutrition and how its removal is interlinked with schemes 

like MGNREGA, PDS is explained quite well in the article above. Members are advised to frame 

the relevant points on their own from the article. 

 

 

 

 

Q4) Critically examine the linkages between agriculture reforms and nutrition security. 

Explain how it can be achieved. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/costs-of-ignoring-
hunger/article6517786.ece 

 
Ans: 

India‘s agriculture production has been increasing since green revolution in 1970-80s and India 
is now a net exporter of the agricultural products. But nearly half of the children in India are 
malnourished. National Family Health Surveys (NFHS) show that even after huge production, 
India does not have nutrition security. So there is need of agriculture reforms to achieve 
nutrition security. 
 
India still depends on imports for essential items like pulses and cooking oil. Mostly Indians 
being vegetarian can‘t get protein and nutrients from eggs, fish and meat so they need pulses, 
milk and other nutrient rich products. There is need to diversify the agriculture production to 
grow more micro-nutrient rich crops. The increased home production of the pulses, vegetables 
and fruits will provide opportunity to include these items in the PDS under National Food 
Security Program. 

Agricultural reforms also needed for the inclusiveness and equity in agriculture. Support to 
farmers from rainfed and resource- poor areas through institutional credits, irrigation 
infrastructure and providing technical assistance can help to raise the productivity of these poor 
and marginal farmers. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/costs-of-ignoring-hunger/article6517786.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/costs-of-ignoring-hunger/article6517786.ece
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Agricultural policies should also framed to help women as 90% of women employed in 
agriculture and allied activities. Effect of climate change on agriculture worst hit the women in 
this way. 

Family farming offers effective and economic solution to ensure nutritious food to everyone in 
India. Bio-fortification is another method to increase micro-nutrients in the crops. Naturally bio-
fortified crops like sweet potato, drumsticks, bread fruits and berries are rich in zinc, iron and 
vitamins etc. The use of bio-fortified crops should be encouraged. 

Combating climate change is also necessary to increase agriculture production. Govt. should 
encourage people to adopt mixed farming, crop rotation, crop diversification and other best 
agriculture practices to ensure income as well as nutrition for the country. 
 
 
 

Q5) In the ongoing wars in Middle East, citizens are the worst victims. Critically comment on 

the role and responsibility of various players involved in these wars in protecting citizens. 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-clarity-in-syrias-muddy-

politics/article6517790.ece 

Ans: 

The Western countries, in the name of responsibilities to protect citizens of the Middle East, are 

bombing on Iraq and west Asia. The target is the Islamic State (IS) which has territory in Syrian 

Kurdish area and West Iraq.  

But the citizens are the worst victims of these attacks which shows that a military solution does 

not necessarily clear the political problem and instead will make the politics insolvable. 

While all involved players such as Turkey, Syria, Iraq, Arab league, U.S. and NATO have roles 

in creating this situation, now all can work for the solution of the crisis and to protect citizens. 

The Assad govt. failed to bring democracy to the nation and this started the armed struggle 

supported by the West. Now they all should create a united front of Syrians to fight the threats 

from IS. The opposition of Assad govt. should understand that the threat of IS is more 

dangerous compare to inner problems and should extend the help to the Syrian govt. in fighting 

this. 

Gulf countries and Arab League see opportunities in toppling Shia Assad govt. and setting 

Sunni govt. in Syria but the current crisis is need to be solved by priority. It should not extend 

funds and assistance to the jihadi groups that are replica of IS. They should help to control IS by 

forming a unified coalition with the US and Turkey. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-clarity-in-syrias-muddy-politics/article6517790.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-clarity-in-syrias-muddy-politics/article6517790.ece
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Turkey should also clarify its stand on the IS. NATO would come to aid of turkey if IS attacks 

its borders. It also needs to clear its stand on the Kurdish legitimate demand of Kurdistan. 

Transparent political discussions and determination to fight the current enemy of humanity IS 

with supreme priority would help to bring peace in the Middle East region and West Asia. The 

responsibility to protect the citizens should be completed by the humanitarian approach but not 

by noisy military intervention only. 

 

 

Q6) Discuss the significance of recent decision taken by Securities and Exchange Board of 

India (SEBI) on DLF, banning the company and six top executives, including its founder 

chairman from the capital markets for a period of three years. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/disclosure-and-

dlf/article6517785.ece 

Ans: 

 Corporate governance is in shambles in the country. This was shown by the case of DLF where 

SEBI has imposed exemplary punishment. DLF was accused of suppressing material 

information in its red herring prospectus for initial public offers in 2007.  

Significance: 

Punishment will act as deterrent in future. It is clear that Promoters, managers can also be 

punished. Such individual liability will ensure culture of fixing responsibility. 

DLF has loans of 19000 crore. DLF being barred from market, these may turn NPA. This will 

affect credit to real estate sector where transparency is an exception not norm. 

 

Real estate sector is facing slack in demand. Unearthing of such corrupt practices will further 

lower the demand and growth in the sector. 

The case shows how minority shareholders can be taken for a ride. Recently, IPOs have seen 

tremendous response. This case will surely moderate the response. 

The decision also shows growing assertiveness and independence of SEBI. As India make 

transition to market economy such regulatory independence is invaluable.  

share price of DLF has seen ground. This will erase retail investor's money. 

 

But merchant bankers and lead manager of the issue who helped in the corrupt activity are not 

yet punished. This is probably a regulatory gap (banks are under RBI regulation) which must be 

addressed. Further, case took 7 years to be decided. These issues must be resolved so that 

people retain faith in the market. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/disclosure-and-dlf/article6517785.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/disclosure-and-dlf/article6517785.ece
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Q7) In the light of various concerns raised against the functioning of media outlets in India, 

critically comment on the issues and the response of the media and the government to these 

concerns. 

 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/trust-is-medias-biggest-

asset/article6517788.ece 

 

Ans: 

Issues in the functioning of media 

● Paid News. 

● Sensationalism. 

● ―Private Treaties‖ are being concluded by media houses with listed companies for 

advertising & favourable reporting. 

● Unethical Sting Operations. 

● Lack of Self Regulation. 

● Press council of India(PCI) that is supposed to enforce values and ethics in print 

medium is teeth less. It has to be rejuvenated. 

● No regulation of Electronic Media. 

Critical Comments 

● In India, freedom of the press has been treated as part of the freedom of speech and 

expression guaranteed by Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution. 

● In India, the media have played a historical role in providing information to the people 

about social and economic evils. The media have informed the people about the 

tremendous poverty in the country, the suicide of farmers in various States, the so-called 

honour killings in many places by Khap panchayats, corruption, and so on. For this, the 

media in India deserve kudos. 

● But recently serious concerns are being raised regarding functioning of media. 

● In the light of different rumours and allegations of paid news, the PCI had constituted a 

two member subcommittee to investigate the phenomenon. The committee consisted of 

leading journalist Mr. Paranjoy Guha Thakurta and K. Sreenivas Reddy. However, the 

PCI declined from making the report public.  

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/trust-is-medias-biggest-asset/article6517788.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/trust-is-medias-biggest-asset/article6517788.ece
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● Serious issues such as Twisting facts,making non issue as real issue,paid news must be 

addressed. 

● Defects in the media can be addressed in a democratic manner.Government should 

place a mechanism of ―self regulation‖ in consultation with all stakeholders.Self 

Regulation will ensure Independence of media.  

Conclusion 

● Gandhiji said "A free press should be neither an ally nor adversary... but a constructive 

critic". Media is the bridge between the ruler and the ruled for transport of information 

inputs. 

 

Q8) Write a note on the effect of Japan‘s ageing demography on its economy. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/ageing-japan-struggles-

with-rice-farming/article6517787.ece 

Ans: 

Ageing of Japanese population is an inescapable fact, due to the progressive increase in life 
expectancy and the fall in fertility rates to below the replacement rate, the critical threshold 
levels required for generational renewal. 

The increasing share of elderly people in the overall population has effect on the working 
environment of the country. It does not only increase dependency ration but also sharp increase 
in govt. in terms of additional pension and health care expenditures associated with ageing 
population. 

The reducing working age population will also decrease the aggregate private savings as the 
aggregate income will decrease. The tax revenue of the govt. will also decrease with the 
decrease in the productivity. The trade surplus of Japan will also be affected by the lesser 
productivity. 

Due to ageing, the future shape of Community labour markets will not be like today such as 
high unemployment combined with low activity rates, increased taxes and social security 
contributions. Japan will scarcity of workers and will have to rely on the high demographic 
countries like India, China and few African countries. Labour cost and competition will rise 
high. 

This will increase the dependency on the foreign countries and will lead to the wealth drain 
from the country. Ultimately, a substantial portion of the nation's industrial base will relocate 
abroad, accelerating the deterioration in Japan's foreign trade balance. 

Currently Japan has strict regulations and standards to keep out the imports but with lesser 
production, it will have to relax the import regulations. Japanese govt. need to formulate 
policies for maintaining its production level through advanced technology and will have to 
form a new population policy. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/ageing-japan-struggles-with-rice-farming/article6517787.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/ageing-japan-struggles-with-rice-farming/article6517787.ece
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Case Study 

Q9) You are working as the director of Administrative Training Institution. As soon as you 
became the director, you notice that large-scale financial irregularities were apparent in various 
bills passed by your predecessor. You conduct an internal investigation and find that mammoth 
scale of corruption had taken place in procurement and awarding contracts. You suspect that 
the previous director had received bribery to award contracts by floating tender rules and by 
procuring various things without the consent of state government and by floating the 
provisions of procurement act.  You cancel few contracts awarded previously because you think 
they were illegal. One day, few contractors and their relatives physically assault you and cause 
you injuries. On the same day, an employee who has lost employment because of your recent 
tough measures commits suicide. Relatives of the dead person stage protests against you. The 
Chief Secretary of the state is not supporting you. 

a) In situation like this, should you go before the media and reveal everything? Substantiate. 
(150 Words) 

b) What course of action will you take in situation like this? Explain. (150 Words) 

Reference: http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/bangalore/bangalore-disgruntled-mob-
attacks-woman-ias-officer-over-job-cuts-19-arrested/ 

Ans: 

The situation that caused the life of a poor worker demands emphatic treatment. But, it should 
not compromise my professional duty. To balance both i will follow a course of action which 
includes 

(a) Sending a condolation letter on behalf of the department to the bereaved family. 

(b) Exploring any financial help that is legally available to the dead person's family as he was 
not on permanent role. 

(c) Pursuing the revelations i made so that the cause meets the end and the guilty are held 
liable. 

(d) Exploring the options to give jobs to the dismissed staff as they have lost their job for the 
corruption of others. 

This way i will be able to balance both professional and human duty. 

PS: Above is just a sample answer and views of each aspirant will differ. These types of case 
studies should be answered by each aspirant on their own. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/bangalore/bangalore-disgruntled-mob-attacks-woman-ias-officer-over-job-cuts-19-arrested/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/bangalore/bangalore-disgruntled-mob-attacks-woman-ias-officer-over-job-cuts-19-arrested/
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Secure 21st Oct 14 

Q1). ―The Europeans have added a new dimension to information privacy by insisting that 

citizens have a ―right to be forgotten.‖ In the light of increasing concern over infringement of 

privacy and misuse of information of an individual stored on the internet, comment if Right 

to be Forgotten should be adopted globally to protect privacy. 

Main article: 

 http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/ajit-balakrishnan-the-right-to-be-

forgotten-114102001290_1.html 

Ans: 

The advent of digital age has brought to fore the century old administrative debate of Public vs 

Private. What information constitutes public and what should be considered as private has give 

birth to a new human right called "Right to be Forgotten" which is recently passed by the 

European parliament. This new right which has entitled an individual to demand removal of 

selective personal details from the server has received diverging opinion among the global 

community. 

Arguments supporting the right 

(a) Right to privacy is a basic human right and can't be infringed. 

(b) A person has right to seek removal of false and disparaging information about him as it 

inhibits his opportunities. 

(c) A person is best judge of himself. His proactive help in filtering information will help others 

to be better informed about him. 

Arguments opposing the right 

(a) Right to information is a basic human right that will be severely crippled by this right due to 

selective omissions. 

(b) Digital community is rational enough to decide what is malicious and what is not. 

(c) Digital space provides equal opportunity to a person to put his information to defend 

himself and nullify any false propaganda. 

The potency of this right depends on the individual ethics. Since the presumption of this right is 

based on unethical conduct of other to malign one's image, it would be an illusion to believe 

that an individual will act with absolute ethicality while demanding the removal. Thus, 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/ajit-balakrishnan-the-right-to-be-forgotten-114102001290_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/ajit-balakrishnan-the-right-to-be-forgotten-114102001290_1.html
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individual demand has to be channeled through a recommendatory body to ascertain the 

truthfulness of one's Right to be forgotten. 
 

 

GS - III 

Q2). There are many lessons to be learnt in disaster management and environment rules in 

the wake of Hudhud cyclone which caused devastation in Vishakhaptnam. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/e-a-s-sarma-constructive-

lessons-from-a-destructive-cyclone-114102001286_1.html 

Ans – 

The hudhud disaster that might not have caused widespread destruction and loss of lives, still 

has caused such damages that showed India‘s preparedness needed much planning and 

consolidation.  

Following are the lessons that could be learnt from this episode— 

1) Coastal Regulating Zones (CRZ) need a revival. It prohibited mechanical pumping of 
groundwater through bore-wells within 500 metres from high tide line that caused saline sea 
water to contaminate the groundwater aquifers. 
 

2) Conserving mangroves and coastal tree cover is essential, that prevents high tides and water 

inflows to damage the inner parts of the city. 

3) Each coastal district should revive, equip and empower the Coastal Zone Management 

Authority (CZMA). Similarly district and state disaster management authority needed to be in 

sync with each other. 

4) The VIPs should help the local authorities and authorities in-charge with all the help, instead 

of crowding the place with their presence. It creates delay in public service delivery and cause 

waste 

attention. 

5) Well equipped institution are a must. The local authorities, police and health departments 

should be ready on toes. 

6) The NGOs, civil society and self help groups are effective alternate service providers with 

their reach and depth. Alongside gram sabhas and ward committees can play a crucial role in 

calamities. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/e-a-s-sarma-constructive-lessons-from-a-destructive-cyclone-114102001286_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/e-a-s-sarma-constructive-lessons-from-a-destructive-cyclone-114102001286_1.html
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7) The infrastructure should be well designed. The building should be aerodynamic and use 

such material that is corrosion resistant as sea water is high salt content. 
 

 

Q3) Recently, in a firecracker workshop a fire mishap took place. As a result eleven workers 

were charred to death. After inspection of documents related to the workshop it was revealed 

that it was operating illegally. Those who are dead included poor daily labourers- including 

child labourers – and few customers. Later the government announced rupees one lakh to the 

family of each deceased. 

Almost every year incidents like this take place. 

a) Should the government be held as responsible for the death of individuals in the above case 
study? 

b) Discuss the legal and ethical issues involved in the above case study. 

Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/11-killed-in-blast-at-firecracker-
unit/article6521644.ece 

Ans: 

a) The firework industry comes under Industries Act 1951 and they are required to get license to 
procure Sulphur along with a no objection certificate from District Megistrate. Additionally, 
they are required to obtain Municipal License from Municipal Commissioner to run the factory. 
It is the responsibility of DM and local authority to ensure that no factory is running without 
proper license and those which are running are following the norms like not employing 
children, following safety standards under the Factory Act etc. Hence, the responsibility goes on 
to the Government authorities due to their failure to inspect and stop such illegal factories. 

b) The above case draws our attention to three major ethical issues 

1) Child labour: Such hazardous industries are not only ruining the health but also the 
childhood of innocent children 

2) Safety standards: Failure of provide the safe work environment to worker reflects the 
degraded moral standards of the greedy industrialists 

3) Government failure: Their failure to regulate and stop such industries shows the low level of 
governance, honesty and sensitivity towards society 

There are also legal issues involved here 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/11-killed-in-blast-at-firecracker-unit/article6521644.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/11-killed-in-blast-at-firecracker-unit/article6521644.ece
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1) Factories Act: The act provisions for the safe work environment for the workers, but the 
accident shows that it has not been followed 

2) Child labor: Child labor is not allowed in hazardous industries, example can be drawn from 
the notorious Sivakasi firework industries which had made headlines both 
domestically and well as internationally 

3) Regulation: In spite of legal provision to obtain no objection certificate from DM and 
Municipality, the authorities are unable to inspect and regulate them 

Ans 2: 

Governance is the shared responsibility of state and civil society. While state 
has a legal duty to perform, civil society acts on voluntary basis. 

Government should bear the responsibility of death of workers in a fire cracker industry 
because: 

(a) Inspection had revealed that the factory was operating in violation of 
government rule and the enforcers and inspectors who insure compliance failed 
in their duty. 

(b) In a democratic setup the doctrine of social trust demands that the requisite 
protection should be provided to every individual. 

(c) Welfare of poor workers of factory is the ultimate responsibility of state. State's failure to 
provide Safe working environment is not only a moral aberration but also violates directive 
principle. 

Thus the state should compensate the bereaved families and they lost their primary bread 
earners and punish those who failed in their duty to ensure compliance. Simultaneously civil 
society should be encouraged to check such violations. 

-Legal issues involved: 

(a) Revisit factory act to check which loop holes caused such gross violation. 

(b) Check the efficacy of enforcement instruments including both physical infrastructure and 
human resource involved. 

(c) Ensure that evidences are collected and preliminary police enquiry is done in immaculate 
manner under due process of law. 

(d) Provide free legal help to bereaved family to file case on the defaulters. 

-Ethical issues involved: 
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(a) Emphatic treatment of the bereaved family by providing them with all necessary help 
regarding funeral of dead. 

(b) Checking whether any government benefits, social security schemes or skill training can be 
provided to them to secure their livelihood. 

(c) Ensuring transparency in investigation to bring out the complete truth. 

(d) Checking the status of child labour and RTE in that area as such factories often employ child 
labours. 

 

GS Paper-2 (Govt. Schemes) 

Q4) Write a note on the proposed Universal Health Assurance Mission (UHAM). 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/swasthya-bima-yojana-

to-be-merged-with-uham/article6521159.ece 

Ans: 

Universal Health Assurance Mission is an ambitious mission of government to expand the 

ambit of insurance cover. Though mostly targeted to cover BPL population by subsuming 

various health insurance schemes like RSBY, SSY etc it also aims to cover peoples above poverty 

line. 

Salient Features 

(a) BPL and subsequently APL will be covered. While BPL will get free of cost treatment, APL 

will bear an ultra low cost. 

(b) Provide a continum of health care by providing primary, secondary and tertiary care along 

with ambulance services. 

(c) Range of free drugs that include allopathic, homeopathic and ayurveda drug will be given to 

patient. 

The UHAM aims to reduce the premium paid by reaping benefits of scale of operation. This will 

simultaneously enhance the insurance coverage of the nation and in turn expand the poor social 

security network. 

These high goals do face certain challenges that need to be sorted out to make it a success. 

Among many excessively inflated bill of private hospitals will be a major cause of concern. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/swasthya-bima-yojana-to-be-merged-with-uham/article6521159.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/swasthya-bima-yojana-to-be-merged-with-uham/article6521159.ece
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Q5). Critically comment on recent measures taken by the government to contain tobacco 

consumption. 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/loosening-tobaccos-deadly-

grip/article6521128.ece 

Ans: 

Nearly 1 million people die every year because of tobacco use and will increase to 1.5 million by 

2020 if the habit is not controlled. Besides enacting comprehensive tobacco control legislation 

(COTPA, 2003), India was among the first few countries to ratify WHO the Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC) in 2004. Recently, govt. took few additional 

measures to contain the tobacco consumption in India. 

Along with the increased taxes on tobacco products, govt. amended the packaging and labelling 

rules, 2008. Now, all tobacco products will carry a pictorial warning and text massage that 

occupy at least 85% of the front and back of the package. Besides illustrations showing the 

negative effects of smoking, packets will be required to carry the word "WARNING" and the 

phrase "Smoking causes throat cancer. 

The Image will be rotated every year and will shock, educate and deter the consumers of the 

risks of tobacco use and significantly deter people from taking up the habit and also prompt 

existing users to quit the smoking. 

However there is need for more steps. The recent report of Ramesh Chandra committee on 

tobacco regulations suggests ban on the sale of loose cigarettes, advertisement at point of sale, 

penalty for not specifying the nicotine level and smoking at public place. Only People above 25 

years age should be allowed to buy tobacco products, against the current 18 years. 

Other than cigarettes, Indians consume tobacco in several forms, including chewing tobacco 

called 'gutka' and hand-rolled traditional cigarettes called 'beedis'. Several states have imposed 

a ban on gutka sales.But such bans and several other anti-tobacco and smoke-free laws have not 

been implemented properly. Govt., media and civil societies should work for the effective 

implementation of these legislations. The war against tobacco consumption is very important 

for everybody to win. 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/loosening-tobaccos-deadly-grip/article6521128.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/loosening-tobaccos-deadly-grip/article6521128.ece
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Q6) Examine the important issues involved in the recent dispute between Amazon.com and 

Hachette, a major publishing house that has caught attention worldwide lately. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/monopsony-is-not-

okay/article6521133.ece 

Ans: 

 Amazon's dispute with Hachette has its roots in a US Govt investigation into price fixing by 

major publishers in 2012. Upset at Amazon's insistence to sell all e-books at a fixed, low price, 

Hachette along with Apple and a few other publishers had sought to shut Amazon out. While 

the case was eventually settled, it again raised its head when Hachette's contract with Amazon 

ran out this year. When the former refused to accept Amazon's terms of $9.99 for all e-books, 

Amazon hit back by choking the supply chain-delaying Hachette's deliveries and shutting 

down pre-orders for it. 

The dispute has raised serious questions. Some of these are: 

a) What sort of balance must be achieved between authors' remuneration and accessible 

knowledge to all? Hachette claims low pricing makes it difficult for it to pay authors while 

Amazon stresses that e-books are a separate market from paperbacks and hardbounds. 

Hachette is free to price the latter as it pleases. 

b) Should e-books be commercialized in the way Amazon is trying to? Are they mass consumer 

products to be hawked like electronic gadgets? 

c) Should pricing of books be linked to their production costs? Amazon claims that e-books 

hardly cost anything to produce anyway. Therefore there is no justification to price them at 

paperback levels. There is zero input cost. 

d) Should commercial disputes lead to a form of undeclared book banning? By insisting on its 

own pricing, Amazon has taken the choice out of consumer hands and has effectively shut out 

Hachette's authors from probably the largest bookstore in the world. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://amazon.com/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/monopsony-is-not-okay/article6521133.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/monopsony-is-not-okay/article6521133.ece
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Q7) Write a note on the efforts made to conserve biodiversity at Antarctic by the stakeholder 

countries. 

 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/australia-hopeful-of-revised-antarctic-

sanctuary-success/article6521135.ece 

 

Ans: 

Intro 

● Antarctica is Earth's southernmost continent, containing the geographic South Pole. It is 

situated in the Antarctic region of the Southern Hemisphere, almost entirely south of the 

Antarctic Circle, and is surrounded by the Southern Ocean. 

● It is the fifth-largest continent in area after Asia, Africa, North America, and South 

America. For comparison, Antarctica is nearly twice the size of Australia.  

● About 98% of Antarctica is covered by ice. 

● World‘s only continent where there is no native population. 

Efforts to Conserve Biodiversity 

● Antarctic Treaty(1959) signed by countries.The treaty prohibits military activities and 

mineral mining, prohibits nuclear explosions and nuclear waste disposal, supports 

scientific research, and protects the continent's ecozone.The Commission for the 

Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR)(1982) is a part of Antarctic 

treaty. It is widely responsible for conservation & management of marine resources in 

this region. They ensure species are maintained by cutting down on fisheries & 

harvesting, upgrading depleting population to level where their productivity is 

maintained.The Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty (also 

known as the Environmental Protocol or Madrid Protocol) came into force in 1998, and is 

the main instrument concerned with conservation and management of biodiversity in 

Antarctica. 

● The passing of the Antarctic Conservation Act (1978) in the U.S. brought several 

restrictions to U.S. activity on Antarctica. 

● The Antarctic Ocean Alliance (AOA) a union of environmental groups, visions to ensure 

Antarctic Ocean habitats and wildlife are protected. 

● Environmentalists have for quite some time now, mooted the idea of creating Marine 

protected Areas (MPAs)  (Proposed by Australia,France,EU at CCAMLR-2014) areas 

where fishing would be restricted and some areas where fishing would be totally 

banned. 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/australia-hopeful-of-revised-antarctic-sanctuary-success/article6521135.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/australia-hopeful-of-revised-antarctic-sanctuary-success/article6521135.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Pole
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antarctic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Hemisphere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antarctic_Circle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia_(continent)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antarctic_Conservation_Act
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Secure 22nd Oct 14 

Q1). Recently the Finance Ministry rolled out reforms aimed at efficient management of 

government expenditure. Critically comment on them.  

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/jaitley-puts-in-place-spending-

reforms/article6524999.ece 

Ans: 

An efficient management of Government Expenditure includes leaning of three 

objectives 

1) Aggregate of fiscal discipline: This is the capacity to establish priorities 

within the budget through unified budget, forward estimates, performance based 

budgeting 

2) Allocation of effective and efficient: Distributing resources on the basis of 

effectiveness of the program 

3) Technical efficiency: Ratio of resources spend to the outcome of any program 

Finance minister recent changes mostly aimed towards giving more financial freedom to 

ministries and evaluating "measurably defined" outcomes, aimed slightly on the all the three 

objectives but can't be termed as a prudent reform. Even going by the Rangarajan committee 

report (2011) on Efficient management of Public Expenditure, the changes can't be adjudged 

enough.  

For example: 

1) Plan and Non Plan Distinction: The budget format of Plan and non plan expenditure creates a 

serious problem in deciding the state grants, outcome based 

expenditure and fixing accountability. There is a need to do an structural 

change in budget process itself. 

2) Comprehensive Framework of state allocation missing: The allocation currently 

is on ad hoc basis, which at many times is politically driven 

3) Treasury mode of transfer is required; It will help fixing the accountability 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/jaitley-puts-in-place-spending-reforms/article6524999.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/jaitley-puts-in-place-spending-reforms/article6524999.ece
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Till the time such major structural changes won't be brought in place, the small quick fix 

solutions may help slightly in ease of doing business but will not help the nation at large. 

 
 

GS - I 

 

Q2) Sexual violence in India has many dimensions. Comment 

 
Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/marital-and-other-rapes-
grossly-underreported/article6524943.ece 
 
Ans – 
 
In India, sexual violence can be seen in different circumstances. They are: 
 
-Rape within marriage or relationships: Since rape within marriage is not considered a crime in 
India, many cruelties have been left unresolved. Criminalisation of marital rape is required to 
unfold the truth. 
 
-Rape by strangers: This is a well known incidence of crime which accounts for most of the 
cases. Government has promised to bring down but urgent reforms are needed to ensure safety. 
 
-Systemic rape during armed conflict: This mostly occur in rural khap panchayats where 
women are punished by gang rape. This is a terrible issue and need to be focused first by the 
local authorities. 
 
-Sexual harassment in return for favours: Here innocent child or adolescent is being tortured 
both mentally and physically due to lack of good social environment. If the surrounding does 
not to listen the victim, the abuser takes advantage of that. 
 
-Sexual abuse of mentally or physically disabled people: This is done along with theft from the 
victim and it is the peak of all the crimes.  
 
-Forced marriage (including child marriage): A practice which is prevalent from the beginning 
of our freedom struggle where the parents themselves force their child for prestige and honour. 
Though many legislations had been brought for their rescue, it is not fully abolished in India. 
 
-Forced abortion: Female foeticide combined with forced abortion is also a sexual violence 
where the society performs this atrocious task even though the victim wants her child. 
 
-Forced prostitution: Trafficking of women for sexual exploitation happens directly or indirectly 
in our country where the victims are abused as either domestic workers or forced into 
prostitution. Government need to address this problem mainly in poverty struck regions of the 
country since it is not declining. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/marital-and-other-rapes-grossly-underreported/article6524943.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/marital-and-other-rapes-grossly-underreported/article6524943.ece
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-Denial of right to use contraception: This results in spreading of sexually transmitted diseases 
like AIDS and there is no proper regulation to tackle this problem. 
 
Thus there are many dimensions of sexual violence in India and the government needs to take 
strict actions with immediate effect to protect women and also to raise the image of our country 
which is debated for our lack of safety. This problem has to be confronted with each dimension 
in focus to unravel the plight of the innocent women in India. 
 
Ans – 
 
In recent days,sexual violence in India has become a highlighted issue.Everyday such violence 
is done upon women of all age group in either contact or non-contact form . 
 
sexual violence against the women can be broadly categorized into two groups - contact sexual 
violence and non-contact sexual violence. 
 
contact sexual violence such as marital rape,outside rape incidents such as Delhi and Badayu 
incidents ,deliberate attempt to touch and harass the women physically at the workplace and 
the market place are very common these days. 
Due to the revolution in IT and Telecommunication non-contact form of violence against the 
women has increased exponentially. Sending SMSs of sexual nature to the women ,use of social 
media for sexually harassing the women are very common form of non-contact form of sexual 
violence. 
 
patriarchal mindset along with several socio-cultural factors are the main reason for the 
increasing such cases against the women.There needs to be an attitudinal change of men/boys 
against the opposite sex for the reduction in such form of violence. 
 
Ans – 
 
In india sexual violence is defined as forcible sexual intercourse by a stranger. This definition 
excludes the acts done by the husbands, where sexual violence is named as cruelty. 
 
The national family health survey data has revealed that 2 out of every 3 women suffer from 
marital violence either sexual or physical. Since it is ambiguous in its definition marital violence 
are not 
punishable, and hence results in less reporting of cases here. 
 
The sexual violence at workplace act now includes within itself a broad definition of sexual 
violence that can be categorized as penetrable and non penetrable offences. Stalking, voyeurism 
and asking undue favours for the want of physical pleasures are now under the garb of sexual 
violence. 
 
But the reporting still remains low, due to various factors such as low awareness, social stigma, 
patriarchal society, uncooperative administration among others. The above factors are a 
impediment for a egalitarian and moral society. The women find it very hard to live after facing 
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atrocities. Moreover decreasing age of sexual consent to 18 years has open new difficulties for 
handling new and complex cases. 
 
Delivering speedy justice is a fundamental right and a part of preambular values and hence 
should be forthrightly dispensed with. The society should pave the way for safe society for 
women. 
 
 
Ans – 
 
In recent months, International media was full of sexual violence reports in India like Delhi 
gang rape, Badaun village rape etc. This shows the level of sexual violence in India has reached 
much higher and need to be intervened urgently. Sexual violence in India has many dimensions 
as- 
 

1) Rape by men other that husband- In India, nearly 25,000 rape cases are reported every 
year but the real cases are many times of the official data. Most of these rapes were 
found to be committed by neighbors or relatives. The Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) 
provides the ways for the punishment for rape but the conviction rates are very low in 
India. 
 

2) Marital Rape- many women mostly in rural areas face sexual violence from her husband 
as he physically force them to have sexual intercourse against their will. Due to 
patriarchal nature of our society, women bear this violence and consider serving 
husband her prime duty. 
 

3) Martial rape- The women in the border areas in J&K and North-Eastern States have 
been facing sexual violence by armed personals under the AFSPA. 
 

4) Sexual harassment at workplace- For economic self-dependency, while she moves for 
work, faces sexual harassment at workplace. Govt. made Prevention of sexual 
harassment at workplace act, 2011 under the Vishakha guidelines but still the crimes are 
prevalent. 

 
Other forms like voyeurism, stalking, rapes of minors, women trafficking for forced prostitution 
etc. have been prevalent in India. After Justice Vera Committee report, govt. enacted the 
Criminal Laws (amendment) Act, 2013 by including voyeurism and stalking in the gamut of 
sexual crimes. But the recommendations of repealing of AFSPA and including marital rapes 
into sexual crimes were not accepted. 
 
The physical violence and mental trauma are associated with the sexual violence, whether it is 
marital or non-marital. Govt. and Society should understand the pain of women and should 
make regulations and their implementation much strict to give justice to half of the population. 
Women security should be a paramount for govt. and they should be given deserved respect 
and dignity. 
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Case Study 

 

 

Q3).At the end of a function to celebrate a birth anniversary of an important national leader, the 
national anthem was played. Everyone, except a lady who appeared to be a foreign national, 
present at the function stood up and sang the song. One of the volunteers in the function rudely 
questioned the lady why she didn‘t respect his countries‘ national anthem when everyone else 
did. When a person next to her tried to defend her, he was beaten by few individuals. The lady 
told organisers that she respected the national anthem and didn‘t know it was compulsory to 
stand up and sing it. Despite her explanation, the lady was sent away from the function with 
rude remarks. 

a) What is your opinion about the lady‘s conduct? Do you think that a code of conduct (official 
or unofficial) is necessary to sing national anthem? Comment. (200 Words) 

b) If you were present next to the lady, what would have been your reaction and course of 
action? (150 Words) 

Articles: 

1). http://www.caravanmagazine.in/vantage/are-we-legally-bound-stand-during-national-
anthem 

2). http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/man-thrashed-after-friend-sits-
during-national-anthem/article6524948.ece 

Ans1: 

a) Respect for a country's national symbols can never be forced. It must be spontaneous 

and heartfelt. As remarked by the Supreme Court in the the Bijoe Emmanuel case, lack 

of participation in singing the anthem does not mean implied disrespect. Freedom of 

thought, speech and expression is one of our most cherished rights. By punishing the 

lady, we are in effect punishing a thought crime-one of the defining traits of a 

totalitarian state. Therefore in my opinion, the lady's conduct is perfectly alright. The 

fact that she is a foreign citizen only makes it more so. The Prevention of Insults to 

National Honour Act will not apply here because there is nothing to show that she 

http://www.caravanmagazine.in/vantage/are-we-legally-bound-stand-during-national-anthem
http://www.caravanmagazine.in/vantage/are-we-legally-bound-stand-during-national-anthem
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deprecated Indian symbols through her words or actions. In cases like these, the Act 

must give way to the Constitutional guarantees of Fundamental Rights. It is for this 

reason that the Fundamental Duties (where giving respect to national symbols finds a 

place) have been held to be non-justiciable. 

Ans2: 

a) The lady behavior on the function might seem seditious or derogatory to the national anthem 
but it should be seen with fine lens and once should avoid being 
judgmental. As a citizen of the nation one should stand up and sing the 
national anthem to respect the nation but there can be many unavoidable reasons 
due to which a person might not be able to follow this. For example the person 
is ignorant, disabled, injured, dumb or doesn't know the language. Punishing 
someone without knowing the reason is not justified or expected in a democracy, 
it will itself be a more grave crime than not signing the anthem. The Home 
ministry rule says that a person should stand up and sing the anthem but no 
rule or law prescribe any punishment for not doing so. However, if a person 
uses derogatory remarks or tries to disturb a gathering for such purposes can 
be charged on sedition and Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act 

b) Had I been present next to the lady, I would have asked her politely to stand up while the 
national anthem is going on and later would have explained the rational for 
doing so to educate her for future. If she would have shown her inability to 
stand up, I would not have forced her. Also, when others reacted sharply on the 
incident, I would have stopped them from becoming harsh to her and would have 
explained that she has not committed any crime and she should be allowed to 
explain her position and continue in the function. 

 

PS: This is a Ethics case study so each member is urged to develop his or her own viewpoint for 

these type of questions. Write what you really feel and support it with relevant facts and 

reasoning. 

 

 

GS Paper-3 Energy 

Q4) Explain the significance of recent move by the government to speed up auction of coal 

blocks after Supreme Court‘s order cancelling allocations made previously. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/moving-fast-on-coal-

allocations/article6524985.ece 

Ans: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/moving-fast-on-coal-allocations/article6524985.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/moving-fast-on-coal-allocations/article6524985.ece
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The government needs to be commended for speedening up the auction of coal blocks after the 

Supreme Courts order that cancelled the previous allocations.This will streamline our policy 

towards coal mining aid in enhancement of power production. 

Its significance lies in the fact that the auction is done through e-bidding which will introduce 

transparency rather than the earlier routes of steering committee route and government 

dispensation route which was marred with secrecy, doubt etc. Various other aspects include: 

1.the private players are also allowed in this auction which will attract investment, FDI, 

technology and thereby enhance coal production. Eventhough we have the largest coal reserves, 

we imported coal spending $20m valuable foreign exchange the previous year. 

2.The public players will be taken care of. There would be mechanisms outside the bidding 

process to ensure this. 

3.The proceeds of this auction will be provided to the concerned states where mines are present. 

It would boost up their revenues. 

Simultaneously, certain caveats are attached which shall be addressed effectively viz: 

1.the cost of coal production might escalate as the previous players would try to retain their 

blocks as some have already started downstream production of cement, steel etc. 

2.The valuation of coal blocks is a challenging task. It shall be able to address the concerns of 

various stakeholders. 

3.Efforts shall be made to enhance the productivity of state corporations like Coal India or else 

this process might not achieve desired targets. 

 

Q5) ―There is a need to debate the issue of the extensive use of force as a preventive measure 

during the constitutive democratic moment i.e. during election process in India.‖ Critically 

comment.  

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/unspoken-truth-of-indian-

elections/article6524988.ece 

Ans: 

The election commission has proved itself to be reliable institution that has from time to time 

conducted successful elections. However its method of conduct during the elections including 

force to eliminate discrepancies is questionable. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/unspoken-truth-of-indian-elections/article6524988.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/unspoken-truth-of-indian-elections/article6524988.ece
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Large number of suspected persons is captured in the name of ‗preventive detention‘. Hawk eye 

is kept on those who are guilty of past crimes and large non bailable warrants are issued. This 

no. goes in lakhs. 

The question which is to be raised here relates to the grounds on which the preventive 

detention is invoked. That can only be issued under threat of territorial integrity. Also terming 

elections as special 

events is also controversial. 

Where the police and district machinery are rarely been trusted, the blatant exercise and high 

discretion given to them is an open key for discriminatory and exploitative practices given in 

the hands of the administrative machinery. 

However the working of the EC has been transparent and all the numbers including detentions 

and NBWs are open to public. The efficiency of EC can‘t be questioned as it has proved over the 

years a highly efficient organization. 

The effort of the EC should be towards the fair conduct of elections without any injustice to 

anyone. Certainly the NBWs are a grave concern and need to be trimmed. 
 

Q6)In the light of recent protests by handloom workers in Karnataka, critically examine the 

governments' policies regarding this sector and highlight the problems faced by handlooms 

in general. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-craft-of-

survival/article6524986.ece 

Ans: 

 Handloom Industry, part of Indian heritage exemplifies richness & diversity of our culture & 

artistry of weavers. It is one of the economic activities providing employment to lacs & 

contributes 11% of fabric production in India.  

Some of the problems faced by the Handloom industries are as follows: 

1) Yarn Prices: High prices of the yarn is proving to be the major barrier on the input 

side 

2) Lack of active members: Very few active members in addition to aged people who are 

fighting for the handloom sector 

3) Competition: The Competition from the mechanized sector such as mill and power 

loom sectors along with lack of promotional and marketing activities coming up 

as the major deterrent in industry growth. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-craft-of-survival/article6524986.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-craft-of-survival/article6524986.ece
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4) Policy: Lack of clarity on policies and unachievable deadlines to produce 

making the protecting measures ineffective 

5) Lack of Infrastructure and capital is proving to be another major problem 

 

The Government has taken the following steps to safeguard the industry 

1) In 2011-12, Government had announced financial package to write off loans and 

interests burden 

2) Various schemes like Integrated Handlooms Development, Handloom Weaver's 

Comprehensive Welfare, Marketing & Export Promotion Scheme and Diversified Handloom 

Development etc. have been announced 

The Government is also helping in technology, research and Human Resource 

development along with suitable machinery to monitor the implementation of 

above schemes. 

 

But these policies seem an artificial support as there in no proper mechanism to differentiate 

goods produced on handlooms. Mostly mass products are reserved for handlooms sectors. Due 

to complications, almost all articles reserved exclusively for handlooms are being prepared on 

power looms as it is difficult to clothe billion people economically by using handloom. It failed 

to point out how many cases of violation were unearthed during inspection and what actions 

were taken. 

In past few decades there is declining trend in this sector due to many reasons. 

This sector does not function in factory system but under a rental room. Also some part of 

their income goes to subordinate industries. Thus it swipes significant amount of their income 

forcing workers to survive in meager income or switch over a new line. Ineffective 

implementation of schemes, globalisation, changing socio-economic conditions, lack of 

information to weavers regarding various policies and schemes is no less a significant cause for 

the dwindling fortunes of the weaver community. Political leadership, in general, has been 

avoiding taking up cudgels on behalf of the weaver community. 

Thus we must scrap Handloom Reservation Act, as suggested by Sathyam Committee 1999 & 

introduce define measures to convert handloom sector into a respected platform. 
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Q7) France is now being labelled by few as new ‗Sick Man of Europe‘. Examine why. 

 

Main Article: 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/new-sick-man-of-europe/ 

 

Ans: 

● The label of "Sick man of Europe" is given to a European country experiencing a time of 

economic difficulty or impoverishment. 

●  The term was first used in the mid-19th century to describe the Ottoman Empire, but 

has since been applied at one time or another to nearly every other major country in 

Europe. 

Why France? 

● France‘s economy is certainly ailing. The country‘s rate of growth is close to zero (0.3 per 

cent), unemployment is over 10 per cent, public debt is around 95.1 per cent of the GDP, 

and the deficit is 4.3 per cent. Disposable income has shrunk and the spectre of 

joblessness haunts the young, while for the old, the prospect of diminished pensions 

seems all too real. Strikes seem the order of the day. 

●  France is yet to recover all the output lost during the great recession of 2008-09 and after 

a short-lived recovery from a double-dip recession now appears to be at risk of 

stagnating once more.  

● France has to make do with uncharismatic President Francois Hollande (the most 

unpopular president in modern French history, with a popularity rating that touched 13 

per cent), who, unsurprisingly, has a reputation for perpetually having one eye on the 

opinion polls. 

● In the meantime, Marine Le Pen‘s radical, far-right National Front has been making 

inexorable inroads into both left and right vote banks, wresting two senate seats for the 

very first time in the latest election. 

● France‘s bombing of Islamic State strongholds in northern Iraq affects security of France. 

There is a heightened threat of terror attacks from French jihadists. 

● Lack of economic opportunity that has led to social unrest and violence from the 

immigrants who feel shut out from the formal economy. 

● France finds itself eclipsed by Germany-which on the basis of its booming economy, 

increasingly calls the shots in the European Union. 

● France is becoming less competitive within the eurozone and the wider global economy. 

Business costs are high and productivity is weak.  

 

 

Q8) In the light of recent political developments that have taken place in India and 

Indonesia, analyse the relation between two countries. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/new-sick-man-of-europe/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
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Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/chinese-takeaway-modi-

and-jokowi/ 

 

Ans: 

India and Indonesia share deep ideological ties that go back to the Bandung Conference and the 

Non Aligned Movement. Former President Sukarno and Pandit Nehru were the moving spirits 

behind the foundation of the NAM. However as the western backed dictator Suharto took over, 

Indian and Indonesian ties fell to low ebb. 

 The situation changed somewhat when President Megawati Sukarnoputri took charge. Trade 
ties especially got a fillip with proposed investments in West Bengal, but as they fell through 
and President Yudhoyono ascended to power, relations again went into cold storage. 

The newly elected President of Indonesia, Joko Widodo, is just like PM Modi evidence of the 
fact that democracy has taken deep roots in both the countries. A self made man, he hails from 
an extremely humble background and defeated a candidate backed by the country's elite. 

India and Indonesia have much to gain by co-operating in their areas of interest. Both have been 
increasingly looking to assert themselves in their maritime zone of influence, especially to 
counter China's growing clout in the broader Indian Ocean region.  

Indonesia can be a vital partner in India's Look East strategy-being the largest and most 
populous country in South East Asia. A shared interest in securing oceanic trade routes for 
commerce is another area where the two can co-operate. President Widodo has already 
expressed his interest in the Indonesian Navy playing a larger role. It is hoped that at the next 
ASEAN summit India and Indonesia can formalise an agreement on defence co-operation and 
also revive dormant trade ties. 

 

 

 

Secure 23rd Oct 14 

Q1). Examine the major threats that can undo the recent gains made on fiscal consolidation 

front if go unchecked. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/beware-of-fiscal-

complacency-114102200987_1.html 

Ans: 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/chinese-takeaway-modi-and-jokowi/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/chinese-takeaway-modi-and-jokowi/
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/beware-of-fiscal-complacency-114102200987_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/beware-of-fiscal-complacency-114102200987_1.html
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1) The recommendations of the seventh pay commission that are to be applicable from 2016 can 

be treasury drainer. The drastic change in salaries and perks without the change in the working 

mechanisms of the public institutions or for the care of the efficiency factor is a waste of 

money. 

2) The public sector banks are beset with high NPAs. There conditions are not on very stable 

path. Considerable amount of money is required to relieve them from this burden. Given the 

condition of economy can‘t be changed at the drop of a hat, the money has to come from the 

government‘s kitty. 

3) The recommendations of the finance commission, which are to be given next year, could ask 

for increased devolution of funds as an exchange to acceptance of GST bill. 

4) The FSA which is to be rolled out by the states can be a big drainer too. Covering 67% 

population requires huge amount of money. 

5) Though the diesel subsidy has been made to vanish, other subsidies such as on fertilizers are 

still quite high. 

6) With slow global growth the exporters will demand high subsidies to remain competitive in 

the market; hence care must be taken towards them. 

7) Following the Basel norms the banks would require billions of extra cash that government 

has to 

fulfill. 

8) The arms and ammunitions and fighter jet deal that are hanging idle for a long time can come 

to life soon.  

 

 

GS - III 

Q2) ―What is coming to an end is not America‘s military pre-eminence in the world: no 

country can even think of waging war against it. What is ending is American hegemony.‖ In 

the light of recent foreign policy moves by USA and their outcome, critically comment on the 

statement. 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/end-of-the-american-

century/ 

Ans – 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/end-of-the-american-century/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/end-of-the-american-century/
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The US hegemony began at the end of World War I. And now, it is ending with the Obama 

administration‘s increasingly inability to maintain it and world becoming Multi-polar. We can 

understand this under following heads: 

1) Complex Middle east:  

a) Iraq and ISIS: Today Iraq is falling apart and in the thralls of a barbaric civil war. In reality 62 

countries have supposedly joined the US coalition against the IS, but their contribution so far 

has been laughable. Many of America's allies worry that the United States is increasingly 

unreliable. 

b) SYRIA: The conspiracy to oust Bashar al-Assad in Syria was the US‘ second biggest mistake 

after that committed in Iraq. It has destroyed America‘s moral authority in the world. 

c) Others: U.S. relations with Egypt are far worse than in 2008, and U.S. partners in the region 

Israel, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia are under threat from the proliferation of terrorists in Syria, 

Iraq, and Yemen. Iran has more influence inside Iraq than the United States does. 

2) Russia and China:  

For the first time since the end of World War II, Russia is engaged in a hot war to change the 

borders of a European state. The Russian "reset" policy of the US has failed miserably. In Asia, 

China is increasingly aggressive and is intimidating not only its neighbors but also the United 

States. Russia will increasingly turn to China as the West isolates it. 

3) Rest of the world: 

a) Afghanistan is highly unstable and is in danger of falling back into civil war or even Taliban 

rule. 

b) In Latin America, criminalized states are contributing to America‘s illegal immigration 

problem. Russia has stepped up strategic partnerships with Cuba, Venezuela, and Nicaragua. 

4) Declining financial hegemony:  

Measured at PPP rates, China will surpass the US by 2017 as the world's largest economy. The 

establishment of the BRICS bank marks the shift of 'soft power' from the 'West', from the US 

and Europe to Asia and to emerging economies. 

Nevertheless, economic strength and military superiority will preserve U.S. influence for 

decades to come, but power is undeniably flowing away from the West to developing nations. 
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Q3) Identify the fundamental problems affecting the proper implementation of MGNREGA 

scheme. Do you think schemes like MGNREGA are effective in alleviating poverty? If not, 

suggest alternative strategies to tackle rural unemployment and poverty in India. 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/mgnrega-is-unwell/ 

Important Supplemental Read: https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/17195 

Ans: 

MGNREGA was implemented in 2006 as a flagship scheme of the govt to help in poverty 

alleviation by following a right based approach to work. 

MGNREGA is doing well in poverty alleviation. It has prevented unwanted migration in certain 
pockets of underdeveloped India.  

Some problems that still plague MGNREGA are : 
1. Auditing of Accounts and Monitoring of Works 

2. Defunct Grievance-Redressal cum Response Mechanism 

3. Issue of targeted beneficiaries and their identification. 

4. Payment delay and related issues 

5. Fake attendance and means of livelihood for contractor and local representatives. 

6. Participation of weaker section 

7. Little public awareness about rules of scheme 

Steps to make this scheme efficient: 

1).Linking of this scheme with rural infra building( like roads) and swachch bharat abhiyan can 

help achieve multiple targets in one shot.  

2).Skill training can be made as a part of the scheme. Introducing the labor to rural industries 

can also be sought.  

3).Free government land can be used for collective farming and Afforestation. Social forestry 

and agro forestry also can be linked with this scheme. 

MGNREGA has the potential to alleviate the poverty and all that is needed is to streamline this 

scheme with the local needs .Proper implementation of MGNREGA through efficient 

administrative setup is the need of the day. 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/mgnrega-is-unwell/
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/17195


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 167 
 

GS Paper-3 financial inclusion 

Q4) There are many hurdles that the newly announced the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana 

(PMJDY) has to face to truly empower the poor. Throw light on these hurdles and how this 

scheme can overcome them. 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/this-transaction-is-still-

incomplete/99/ 

Ans: 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY), has been launched to accelerate the process of 

financial inclusion and to provide access to delivery of financial services to rural, 

disadvantaged, and low incoming section of society. 

 ● Financial inclusion first seen in India in 2005, when bank norms were relaxed to allow 

accounts with annual deposits of less than Rs. 50,000.  

● PMJDY has taken a step further providing bank account facilities with zero deposit and Rs. 1 

lakh accidental insurance cover, Rs. 30,000 additional life insurance on top. 

Hurdles in Implementation of PMJDY 

 1. The end goal is to involve marginalised section in financial mainstream. So, motivating them 

by proper implementation of incentives crucial. 

2. New participants lack basic financial knowledge. So, banks (holding the account) must ensure 

they impart basic financial knowledge to new account holders. 

3.More and more use of IT and electronic transactions maketechnological breakdown a serious 

concern.  

4. Use of mobile phones for banking is already set to change the face of Indian financial system.  

5.Good care must be taken to ensure, people have access to secure connection with proper 

understanding of the platform. 

The Indian Constitution has envisioned economic freedom to all citizens. It's also the 

responsibility of the citizens to proactively participate and encourage others to reap the full 

benefit of PMJDY. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/this-transaction-is-still-incomplete/99/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/this-transaction-is-still-incomplete/99/


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 168 
 

Secure 24th Oct 14 

Q1). According to International Monetary Fund‘s World Economic Outlook, China‘s 

economy is expected to slow down continuously in coming years. Examine how this will 

affect India.  

Main Article:http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/chinese-slowdown-

cheers-some-worries-many-in-india-inc-114102300339_1.html 

Ans: 

According to the IMF‘s World Economic outlook report, the Chinese economy is heading 

towards slowdown with growth rates of 7.7 in 2013, 7.4 in 2012 and 7.1 in 2015. The cause is 

being attributed to the slum in its property market. 

Indian Economy isn‘t as much integrated with China as is with US and Europe, so there 

wouldn‘t be greater impacts on our economy. However there would be certain repercussions 

both positive and negative viz: 

Negative impacts: 

1. The cost of steel would decrease because there is decrease in demand for iron ore from China. 

Tata Steel, SAIL with own mining units will be affected. 

2. Our exports to china would take a hit. 

3. China would carry out dumping of steel, rubber items in India. 

Positive impacts: 

1. The user related items like automobiles etc, would become cheaper for the customers. 

2. The profit margin of companies would increase as the inputs would be cheaper. 

3. Our import bills would be reduced aiding lowering of CAD. 

4. Inflation through imports of crude oil etc would be reduced. 

India can adopt certain fundamentals such as banning of unprocessed raw materials as 

undertaken by Indonesia to minimize the negative effects on our economy. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/chinese-slowdown-cheers-some-worries-many-in-india-inc-114102300339_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/chinese-slowdown-cheers-some-worries-many-in-india-inc-114102300339_1.html
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GS - I 

Q2) ‗The Konkan Railways is a pioneering project of its kind with more successes than 

failures‖ Examine. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/konkan-railway-

chugs-through-forests-hills-and-debt-114102300649_1.html 

Ans1 - 

The Konkan Railway is a Railway line which runs along the Konkan coast of India between 

Mumbai and Manglore. It was constructed and is operated by the Konkan Railway Corporation; 

It turns from Roha in Maharashtra till Thokur in Karnataka for a total distance of 741 km along 

the west coast of India and Westen Ghats. 

It was Fernandes who expressed his desire to build Konkan Railways and a Bagaha-

Chittauni(Bihar)rail and convinced the then Prime Minister, V P Singh, and his all efforts 

resulted in setting up of the Konkan Railway Corporation Limited(KRCL) as a public sector 

company in year 1990. His first Chairman Sreedharan was free to recruit engineers for the 

project and they comprised only 10 % of the workforce. Many workers and engineers including 

Sreedhran survived near-death experience, which came at the time of blasting of the mountains. 

In this process of construction more than 2,000 bridges and 92 tunnels were built but 93 people 

lost their lives. 

Despite financial problem and restriction on raising money through tax free a facility the 

employee work with their full effort, even few of them directly interacted with the people of the 

region where the railway line would pass. Such interaction helped to win support for the 

project among the masses. More than 70 % of the people had given permission for KRCL to 

acquire their land without waiting for compensation under the Land Acquisition Act. 

When line become operational in 1998 it not only linked the Central Railway , the South 

Western Railway and the Southern Railway but also reduced travel time between Mumbai and 

Manglore by 26 hours, and travel time between Mumbai and Cochin and Mumbai and Goa was 

cut short by 12 and 10 hours, respectively. 

The problems associated with its future is due to lack of fund the KRCL are unable 

to meet the demand for both passenger and freight trains. Further it could not spend much on 

technology to prevent slope realignment and boulders falling on the track for the same reason. 

KRCL wants to finance its burgeoning debt . 
 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/konkan-railway-chugs-through-forests-hills-and-debt-114102300649_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/konkan-railway-chugs-through-forests-hills-and-debt-114102300649_1.html
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Ans2 - 

Konkan Railways project changed the face of Indian Railways in global arena. It was one of the 

crucial & toughest undertaking as its pass through Western Ghats connecting Maharashtra, Goa 

& Karnataka giving idyllic views of lush green mountains & gushing waterfalls. 

It had some magnificent accomplishments like: 

· Completed within 7yrs taking far less time from anticipated 25 yrs. 

· Constructed 2000 bridges, 92 tunnels irrespective of facing dreadful situation & hindering 

finance. 

However, some shortcomings eclipsed these merits as in:- 

· Finance was a major stumbling block in this project. Govt in the middle of project was 

reluctant to offer more money for completion due to collapse of party. Hence, 

Konkan Railway Corporation Ltd (KRCL) raised money from internal market thru tax free 

bonds. 3/4th of the project was financed by market funds. But that also faced a bang due to 

Share market scam. Further promise able interest on bond was challenged to be fulfilled due to 

meager profits. 

· The entire route is still single line due to exhaustion of finance. 

· Due to various pressure more passengers train had to ferry on track sidelining the 

fact that Roll-on & Roll-off services where loaded Lorries are ventured gives more benefit. Thus 

mode of gaining some profit seems dwindle. 

However, to maintain attention of tourist, KRCL is expecting to multiply the value by 

introducing electrifying track, new tech & reduce geological adversity by getting geo-tech 

investigations. 
 

Q3) ―Support to the MSMEs should be about incentivising them to grow larger and 

competitive in the global marketplace. It should not be turned into yet another social 

programme that perpetuates weak and inefficient enterprises.‖ Elaborate. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/arvind-panagariya-msmes-

separating-wheat-from-chaff-114102300569_1.html 

Ans: 

In manufacturing, India officially defines micro-enterprises as those investing Rs 25 lakh or less 
in plant and machinery. Small manufacturing enterprises are those with investments between 
Rs 5 crore and Rs 10 crore. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/arvind-panagariya-msmes-separating-wheat-from-chaff-114102300569_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/arvind-panagariya-msmes-separating-wheat-from-chaff-114102300569_1.html
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The MSMEs constitute a highly heterogeneous amalgam. A key fact is that the vast majority of 

them are tiny low-productivity firms which generate barely sufficient income for their owners 

and lack of ability to create jobs. About 95 % of all MSMEs are micro- enterprises, with less than 

Rs 25 lakh of invested in machinery and equipment; these enterprises serve local markets within 

a few kilometres of their location. Lack of quantity and quality of their output, infact most of 

them are even not registered with district industry centres. 

MSMEs have never been conceptualised as engines for commerce but rather seen as vehicles for 

promoting social welfare through creation of jobs for the underprivileged. This attitude caused 

the State to adopt paternalistic attitude towards in the form of too many supports to it which 

ensured that it never cared to learn how to run in the race of free market players.  

On top of it, subsidies, tax breaks, access to credit/finance etc. instead of giving a much needed 

leg-start to MSMEs have actually created a culture where competition and risk were dreaded 

and mediocrity is preferred. 

Large scale firms are still not allowed in labour-intensive industries like apparel, footwear and 

electronic assembly thereby resulting into highly fragmented and small factories failing to 

compete globally and forced to cater locally somewhat akin to the sorry state of small 

agricultural landholdings in India. 

When the value of any industry reaches a threshold, to avoid change in incentives (mostly 

reduction) they establish another MSME, thus limiting the expansion of the present industry 

though possessing capability and remaining weak and inefficient enterprise. 

Thus there is an urgent need to revamp policy, cut down on regulations and help MSMEs to 

compete in the Global competitive market. 

Cursory Articles: 

1). http://business.gov.in/enterprises/index_msme.php 

2). http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/made-in-india-by-small-

enterprises/article6446662.ece 

 

GS Paper-3 National Security 

Q4) Write a note on India‘s ―cold start‖ doctrine. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/nirbhay-will-be-

backbone-of-coldstart-say-experts/article6529276.ece 

Ans: 

http://business.gov.in/enterprises/index_msme.php
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/made-in-india-by-small-enterprises/article6446662.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/made-in-india-by-small-enterprises/article6446662.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/nirbhay-will-be-backbone-of-coldstart-say-experts/article6529276.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/nirbhay-will-be-backbone-of-coldstart-say-experts/article6529276.ece
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The cold start doctrine though not officially confirmed is said to be a strategy of indian armed 

forces to deal with any contingency along its border especially against Pakistan. 

It was developed in the backdrop of parliament attack in 2001 .Till 2001 Indian strategy of 

military strike was that of hold corps and strike corps. Hold corps were to handle any offensive  

at the border and strike corps were for waging a full fledged war.But after parliament attack , 

this strategy was found to be flawed as it took 3 weeks itself for mobilizing strike corps at 

border which gave enough time to Pakistan to mobilize its military and the international 

community also intervened in the issue. 

The development of cold start strategy marks a significant shift of conventional defensive 

strategy. It is aimed at reducing mobilization time and also to start a limited offensive against 

enemy by using conventional warfare weapons to inflict significant damage to Pakistani army 

even before international intervention. But at the same time cold strategy limits itself to such a 

scale which can‘t be justified by Pakistan to escalate the matter to nuclear strike. 

 

Q5) Critically examine the legal questions that have been raised in the wake of United States 

of America‘s recent military intervention in Iraq and Syria to fight Islamic State – a terrorist 

group.  

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/interpretation-of-

international-law/article6529346.ece 

 

Ans: 

Article 2 (4) of the UN Charter prohibits any use of force against the territorial integrity or 

political independence of a UN member. This is a recognition of the Sovereignty Principle. This 

may be waived if a State itself consents to armed action in its territory by another state. Another 

exception to this is provided through Article 51 of the Charter which permits a limited right of 

individual and collective self defence in the face of armed attack. 

On applying the law to the Syrian facts we come to the following conclusions: 

a) No authorisation has been given or sought from the Syrian Govt by the US for the attacks 

against IS in Syria. Therefore the ground of consent is ruled out. 

b) The US has justified its attacks against IS in Syria under Article 51 by stating that the Syrian 

Govt. is "unwilling or unable" to take on IS. Neither does this ground find a mention in Article 

51 nor is it a part of customary international law. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/interpretation-of-international-law/article6529346.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/interpretation-of-international-law/article6529346.ece
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c) The ICJ has held in the Nicaragua case that a state's sovereignty can be violated to take on a 

non-state actor only when it is proven that both are in connivance with each other. That is not 

the case here. The IS' main rival is the Syrian Government. 

d) The Syrian Govt is not unwilling to take on the IS. It has consistently stated that any air 

attacks against IS must be co-ordinated with Syria in recognition of the latter's sovereignty. 

e) The actual ground of armed attack as provided in Article 51 is missing in this case. There is 

nothing to show that the IS has attacked US home territory in anyway. 

The only valid claim under International Law for action in Syria would lie under Article 39. 

This would involve the UN itself declaring that the Civil War in Syria is a breach of peace. This 

would attract Chapter VII of the Charter and would include the Syrian Government in the 

process. 
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Secure 25th Oct 14 

Q1). Recently government has decided to bring all life-saving drugs under its price control 

policy. Critically comment on government‘s existing price control policy for pharmaceutical 

drugs and explain what would be the impact on various stakeholders of its new move to 

bring more drugs under this policy?  

Main Article: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/all-life-saving-drugs-may-come-

under-price-cap-114102400970_1.html 

Ans: 

Government‘s price control policy for existing drugs emanates from the National 

Pharmaceutical Pricing Policy 2012. The Drug Price Control Orders are issued in pursuance of 

this policy to regulate the prices of 347 drugs listed under the National List of Essential 

Medicine. 

The overall objective of price regulation is to achieve "affordable health for all" as envisaged in 

12th FYP. But, the move is contested between public health group and pharmaceutical 

manufacturers. Public health group have expressed their dismay over the use of 'market based 

formula' and exception of combination drugs from price control. The manufacturers are sullen 

due to checks put on their profit and the control of pharmaceutical market 

The impacts of latest move of government to bring more drugs under price control are varied. 

Impact on Manufacturers: 

1- Will bring more market under the ambit of price control hence affecting investment climate in 

Pharma. 

2- Shrink the profit level of companies. 

3- Will induce manufacturers to innovate and cut price of manufacturing. 

Impact on Customers: 

1- Increase affordability of drugs thus reducing out of pocket expenses and checking slippage to 

BPL. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/all-life-saving-drugs-may-come-under-price-cap-114102400970_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/all-life-saving-drugs-may-come-under-price-cap-114102400970_1.html
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The move is a right step not only towards rationalization of public vs private interest but will 

also spur the achievement of MDG (Millennium Dev Goals). But, government should try to 

avoid arbitrary issuance and withdrawal of orders as done with May guide lines on Diabetic 

drugs to maintain clarity. 

GS - 2 

Q2) Write a note on the proposed the Dholera Special Investment Region (DSIR) to be set-up 

in Gujarat. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/dholera-modi-s-

pet-project-back-on-the-fast-track-114102400591_1.html 

Ans – 

The Dholera region is a brain child of erstwhile CM of Gujarat Shri Narendra Modi and his 

team. It seeks to provide wholesome development of the region and build it as a model smart 

city, which could replicate the shanghai development model in India. It seeks to exemplify the 

modern town development approach that p.m. asserts in his digital India campaign. 

Salient features are--- 

1) DSIR will be a world class region that could act as growth hub of future. 

2) It seeks to double the jobs triple the production and quadruple exports thus spike the 

economic activity. 

3) It seeks to have enhanced connectivity through roads rails ports and international airport. 

4) It seeks to exemplify the future setting of smart and digital cities that are to develop all over 

India. 

5) It will be city with ease of doing business, and home to large foreign investments. 

However certain reservations pervade it— 

1) The concern of environmental exploitation at the behest of economic development. 

2) Citizen‘s rights and privacy quotient still unsolved. 

3) Regulatory mechanisms are not solid in the country on various fronts. 

4) Bureaucracy and citizens in general are not prone to changed environments, hence fear of 

backlash. 

5) Large funds are to be gathered, but source not clear. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/dholera-modi-s-pet-project-back-on-the-fast-track-114102400591_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/dholera-modi-s-pet-project-back-on-the-fast-track-114102400591_1.html
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Q3) Critically examine the constraints that were faced in the implementation of Direct 

Benefits Transfer in liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) Scheme. Also examine the benefits of the 

scheme if implemented properly. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/oil-minister-

reviews-readiness-for-re-launch-of-dbt-in-lpg-scheme-114102400699_1.html 

Ans: 

DBT aka Direct Benefits Transfer Scheme was launched on 1st January 2013 .DBT for LPG was 

launched on 1st June 2013. 

Now, the Scheme is going to be re-launched in Mid-November of 2014. 

The implementation of direct benefit transfer scheme in LPG was thought to be a solution to 
deal with black marketing and leakages. But the pilot project in Rajasthan showed that there are 
certain constraints in the same. 

1. Bank Accounts: Still nearly 40% of the rural India does not have an access to the formal 
banking sector. And this is the poorest section of the society which is the prime target of the 
subsidy. 

2. Aadhar issue: The concept of DBT was linked with the Aadhar. But till now Aadhar has not 
been able to achieve the goal of total coverage. Further the order by the SC that the Aadhar card 
can't be made a compulsion complicates the matter of DBT. 

3. Delays: In the pilot project the delays were observed in the transfer of the cash to the accounts 
of the beneficiaries. Since LPG is used for the cooking purpose, the poor will be badly affected. 

But if the above issues can be solved, the DBT will have following positive impacts: 

1. Price distortion will be removed; hence the black marketing of the LPGs will be curbed. 

2. Leakages will be removed; hence subsidy burden on the government will be reduced. 

3. Ghost and fraud beneficiaries will be removed. Further targeting can be improved. 

4. A greater financial inclusion is another great benefit of DBT. 

Thus the DBT has huge potential to change the public delivery system of the country including 
LPGs. But for its success it is important that before introducing it on large scale, loopholes are 
removed. 

Cursory Read: 

1). http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/HoDuAuSYkuz1aMrl7C4FcN/Direct-Benefits-

Transfer-An-idea-whose-time-has-come.html 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/oil-minister-reviews-readiness-for-re-launch-of-dbt-in-lpg-scheme-114102400699_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/oil-minister-reviews-readiness-for-re-launch-of-dbt-in-lpg-scheme-114102400699_1.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/HoDuAuSYkuz1aMrl7C4FcN/Direct-Benefits-Transfer-An-idea-whose-time-has-come.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/HoDuAuSYkuz1aMrl7C4FcN/Direct-Benefits-Transfer-An-idea-whose-time-has-come.html
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2). http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Direct_Benefit_Transfer 

3).Shortcomings in the re-launch of DBT for LPG is dealt in this article:  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/chinks-in-new-lpg-direct-benefit-

transfer-scheme/article6541874.ece 

 

 

Q4) Write a note on the the Nabakalebara festival. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/naveen-for-nh-

upgrade-before-nabakalebar-114102400856_1.html 

Ans: 

 It is an ancient ritual associated with most of the Jagannath Temples when the Idols of Lord 

Jagannath,Balabhadra, Subhadra and Sudarshan are replaced by a new set of Idols. 

A year which has two months (Adhika masa) of Ashadha as per the Hindu Calendar is 

auspicious for conducting the ceremony. This usually occurs every twelve to nineteen years. 

The Deities are made from a special type of Neem wood known as Daru Bramha. Preparations 

for the ceremony start in the month of Chaitra. Last ceremony was done in the year 1996. Next 

ceremony will be held on 2015. 

No ordinary Neem tree can be used to make the deities . Certain well defined criteria must be 

satisfied by the tree before it is labelled a Daru Bramha fit for deities making. Locating the four 

holy trees requires divine intervention. As per long standing tradition the Priests of the 

Jagannath Temple (Puri) worship Maa Mangala at the Kakatpur Mangala Temple. It is said the 

Goddess appears to them in their dreams revealing the location of the holy trees. 

 

Q5) Write a critical note on the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank. In your opinion, how 

will India be benefited by becoming its member?  

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/india-signs-up-for-chinas-asian-

bank/article6531877.ece 

Ans: 

Asia Infrastructure Investment bank is a China led bank to support the development of the 

infrastructure in the Asian region. India is one its 21 members. 

Benefits for India: 

1. Will give the necessary capital for the development of infrastructure in India. 

2. May improve the relationship with China, and this close coordination may result in the 

resolution of existing disputes. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Direct_Benefit_Transfer
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/naveen-for-nh-upgrade-before-nabakalebar-114102400856_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/naveen-for-nh-upgrade-before-nabakalebar-114102400856_1.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/india-signs-up-for-chinas-asian-bank/article6531877.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/india-signs-up-for-chinas-asian-bank/article6531877.ece
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3. Will put a pressure on the western countries led institutions like World Bank and IMF. Thus 

initiating the long due reforms which will be beneficial for India. 

But with this there may be the following concerns: 

1. May increase the hegemony of China. 

2. May create some ruffle in the relationship with the US and Japan which are skeptical about 

AIIDB. 

Thus if India wants to gain significantly as the member, it should advocate transparency and 

fair practices in the working of bank. So that unnecessary apprehensions can be removed. 
 

Q6) Recently, the Union government has set-up an office – the Centre-State coordinating 

office – within the Ministry of External Affairs. Examine its context and significance. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/mea-to-oversee-foreign-investments-

in-states/article6531880.ece 

Ans: 

The setting up of centre - state interface in ministry of external affairs marks a landmark step 
towards the ambitious India's motto of gearing up growth. The new division in MEA would go 
a long way in boosting the investment from foreign, apart from centre state coordination in 
foreign affairs. 
Context:  
1. For better coordination between centre and state in foreign affairs.  
2. To facilitate the foreign visit of state delegation.  
3. To coordinate the foreign dignitaries visit to tier 2 cities.  
4. To speed the passport processing and issuance.  
5. To setup a data base at state level. 

Significance: 

It would facilitate the following,  
1. An efficient platform in coordinating foreign investment in states.  
2. To weed out the stumbles in foreign infrastructure investment in India. 
3. To speed up the investment in states in finalizing the fdi, fii, etc.  
4. For realizing the growth potential of India and to provide the jobs to the working classes. 

 
The move is first of its kind to boost the confidence in foreign investment s by making the 
process faster and transparent to harvest the raising demographic dividend in India. 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/mea-to-oversee-foreign-investments-in-states/article6531880.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/mea-to-oversee-foreign-investments-in-states/article6531880.ece
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Q7) Comment on the strategy that helped India eradicate polio. Can this strategy be adopted 

by Pakistan with the help of India? Examine. 

 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-offers-to-help-pakistan-eradicate-

polio-infection/article6531898.ece 

http://www.unicef.org/india/Polio_Booklet-final_(22-02-2012)V3.pdf 

 

Ans: 

India‘s Strategy+Timeline 

● 1985- India introduced OPV(Oral Polio Vaccine) into the UIP(Universal Immunization 

Programme) which covered entire country. 

● 1995-Mass Polio Vaccination Campaign was Introduced.Since then 2 Nation Wide & 

Multiple Sub National rounds were held every year. 

● 1997-WHO launched ―The National Polio Surveillance Project‖. 

● 1999-India expanded fixed site polio campaigns introducing house to house 

immunization to ensure maximum coverage. 

● 2001-Out of 35(States +UT) 33 stopped reporting Polio transmission. 

● 2002-UNICEF set up a Social Mobilization Network to address community refusal to 

Polio Vaccine.(mainly in UP & Bihar) 

● To protect children as early as possible newborns were tracked & immunized. 

● Transit Vaccinators immunized Children at bus stands,trains,marketplaces and 

important road intersections. 

● The migrant population who missed immunization due to their transient nature were 

mapped & vaccinated. 

● Programme capitalized on huge congregations during festivals and fairs to mobilize the 

most vulnerable communities and populations. 

● The special kosi river plan was introduced to reach children with polio vaccines in 

access compromised areas of central bihar. 

● 2005-Under the guidance of ―India expert advisory group‖ for polio eradication the 

programme introduced the monovalent OPV . It help curtail to record low levels the 

most dangerous Type 1 Polio Virus,which accounted for 95% of polio cases in india till 

2006. 

● 2009-With 741 cases india still had half of the world‘s polio cases. 

● Programme now identified 107 blocks in UP & Bihar.It focussed on increasing routine 

immunization,exclusive breast feeding upto 6 months,hygiene,sanitation and diarrhea 

management with zinc & ORS. 

● 2010-Bivalent oral polio vaccine (bOPV), which tackles both type 1 and 3 wild 

poliovirus serotypes concurrently, introduced in India.The Government of India, 

through the India Expert Advisory Group on polio eradication, recommends responding 

to each case of polio as a public health emergency. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-offers-to-help-pakistan-eradicate-polio-infection/article6531898.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-offers-to-help-pakistan-eradicate-polio-infection/article6531898.ece
http://www.unicef.org/india/Polio_Booklet-final_(22-02-2012)V3.pdf
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● Sharp decline in 2010(741 to 42 cases) 

● globally bOPV demand increased leading to shortage.But Domestic vaccine industry 

rose to the occasion. 

● 13th Jan 2011-a 2 year old girl reported with polio (Howrah,WB).An emergency plan 

was rolled out with lightning speed within 6 days.The scale,intensity and quality of 

response ensured that it remained last reported case in india.Coverage exceeded 99 % an 

operational feat. 

● April 2011-India declared polio as public health emergency.The Programme started 

putting in place a robust Emergency Preparedness and Response plan to respond to any 

polio case anywhere in the country. 

● 24th feb 2012-WHO removed india from list of polio endemic countries. 

● Polio immunization posts came up along international borders with 

Pak,Nepal,Bhutan,Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

● Dedicated and seamless partnership with WHO,Rotary & UNICEF was significant. 

● 27th March 2014-WHO officially declares India Polio free. 

 

Can this strategy work for Pakistan? 

● Given the political instability of Pakistan, the adoption of the same strategy seems 

difficult.  

● The sustained governmental efforts lack in the case of Pakistan. The time and again rise 

of military and threat to democracy are the major obstacles. 

● With strong political will, support from international communities and help by the 

neighboring countries, it can be achieved.  

● The recent steps to to set up monitoring cells at the grassroots level, and involving social 

group, a strategy that worked wonderfully in India, is laudable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q8) ―Civil servant independence in the country is at best nominal.‖ With reference to the 

allegation that the Indian bureaucracy has become a spineless structure that cannot stand up 
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to unethical pressures by the Executive. Critically comment on the statement and also throw 

light on Supreme Court‘s opinion on this matter as pronounced in a recent case. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/in-furtherance-of-good-

governance/article6531861.ece 

Ans: 

While it is expected to adhere to the principle of Neutrality, the Civil Services in 
post-independent India has gradually moved away from this principle. The 
factors influencing such shifts are rising materialism in society, corruption, 
institutional lacunae like lax rules and regulations, arbitrary postings, transfers, disciplinary 
proceedings etc.  

A majority of civil servants have increasingly been opting for an easy way out of toeing the lines 
dictated by politicians rather than standing up to face these challenges. 

A few civil servants who try to do their duty honestly and challenge the improper conduct in 
the administration are usually harassed by exploiting the loopholes of not-so-perfect rules and 
regulations. This deters other officers too who want to live by the standards expected of them. 
This situation has led the Supreme Court to remark that the B'cracy has become a spineless 
structure in India. 

In its recent decision in V.S.Pandey vs UOI and Another, the SC has tried to protect the 
declining independence of B'cracy. It has held that while the civil servants have to apply 
discretion in speaking against the governments they are serving, at the same time, they cannot 
be targeted for seeking judicial intervention in the wrong doings of the state. The SC has also 
tried to protect the honest Bureaucrats by keeping a check on political executive's resort to 
unfair and unethical means to harass the civil servants. 

A courageous stand from the civil servants to withstand the unethical pressures, a political will 
to give well deserved autonomy to them and a vigilant oversight of judiciary will go a long way 
in recuperation of the ailing bureaucracy. 

Cursory reads: 

1). http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/sc-seeks-to-protect-civil-
servants-from-their-political-bosses-113110100038_1.html 

2). http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/govt-cant-punish-civil-servants-who-
expose-corruption-sc/ 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/in-furtherance-of-good-governance/article6531861.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/in-furtherance-of-good-governance/article6531861.ece
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/sc-seeks-to-protect-civil-servants-from-their-political-bosses-113110100038_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/sc-seeks-to-protect-civil-servants-from-their-political-bosses-113110100038_1.html
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/govt-cant-punish-civil-servants-who-expose-corruption-sc/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/govt-cant-punish-civil-servants-who-expose-corruption-sc/


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 182 
 

Q9) Nigeria became first country to contain the Ebola virus transmission. Examine how it 

was successful and what lessons can be learnt from its experience by other affected nations. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/ebola-and-lessons-from-

nigeria/article6531860.ece 

Ans: 

According to WHO recommendations, the key lies in swiftly identifying and isolating infected 
persons, tracking down all their close contacts and meticulously monitoring those individuals 
for signs of infection. Nigeria took following steps: 

1. PREPARING EARLY: Nigeria started early by training health care workers on how to 
manage the disease, and disseminating information. 

2. DECLARING AN EMERGENCY—RIGHT AWAY: The Nigerian government declared a 
national public health emergency immediately and formed an Ebola Emergency Operations 
Center (EOC). It implemented strict procedures for handling and treating patients, screening all 
individuals arriving or departing the country by land, air and sea, and communicating with the 
community. 

3. TRAINING LOCAL DOCTORS: Nigerian doctors were trained by Doctors without Borders 
and WHO, and treated patients in shifts with their oversight. 

4. MANAGING FEAR: People were scared of contracting the disease. Nigeria used social 
media to ramp up awareness efforts, and publicized patients who were successfully treated and 
discharged. Some workers went door-to-door to offer Ebola-related education, and others 
involved religious and professional leaders. Social media was a central part of the education 
response. 

5. KEEPING BORDERS OPEN: Nigeria has not closed its borders to travelers from Guinea, 
Sierra Leone and Liberia, saying the move would be counterproductive. When you close the 
legal points of entry, then you potentially drive people to use illegal passages, thus 
compounding the problem. Closing borders would only stifle commercial activities in the 
countries whose economies are already struggling due to Ebola. 

6. REMAINING PREPARED FOR MORE PATIENTS: Even though this outbreak was 
contained, Nigeria is not slowing down its training and preparations for the possibility of more 
cases. 

The best way to reduce risk of an outbreak in other countries is to stop the epidemic in West 
Africa. The lesson the other countries can learn from Nigeria is to put aside the political barriers 
and focus on the epidemic. 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/ebola-and-lessons-from-nigeria/article6531860.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/ebola-and-lessons-from-nigeria/article6531860.ece
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Secure 27th Oct 14 

Q1).Reforming Food Corporation of India (FCI) and its functions is crucial to ensure food 

security and reduce subsidy bill in India. In this regard, critically examine the present 

loopholes, required reforms and the measures taken to reform FCI. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/food-law-adrift-

as-government-trims-grain-purchases-114102700008_1.html 

Ans: 

Food Corporation of India‘s (FCI) main functions are to 

 ● Provide price support for farmers. 

● Storage or buffer stocks. 

● Distribution of food grains. 

 

The ultimate goal of the goal of FCI is to ensure food security of India. 

Present loopholes 

 ● Rotting of food grain in the open for the lack of proper storage capacity. The loss is huge and 

hurting the exchequer. 

● Excess procurement adds to increasing subsidy burden. 

● FCI cannot determine the amount or price of procurement and selling. It has to go with govt. 

instructions, politically motivated or not. 

Reforms 

 ● Breaking FCI into two function specific agencies – (1) Procurement (2) Logistics and 

distribution. 

● Storage to be handed over to Central Warehousing Corporation. 

● More storage facilities should be created to minimize the spoil of food grains. 

● As soon as the stock required for the implementation of Food Security Bill is procured, 

Minimum Support Price should cease and private entities should be allowed to procure. 

● Now FCI has almost double the requirement buffer stock. Capping procurement at the 

requirement level will vastly reduce food subsidy. 

 

National Food Security act was implemented with the vision that nobody goes to bed without 

food. Thus plugging loopholes, immediate reforms and proper implementation is crucial to 

ensure this goal is realized without distorting the market. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/food-law-adrift-as-government-trims-grain-purchases-114102700008_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/food-law-adrift-as-government-trims-grain-purchases-114102700008_1.html
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GS - 3 

Q2) Building Green buildings in Indian cities is imperative to save energy and reduce global 

warming. In this regard, explain the concept of Green Buildings and critically analyse the 

role of regulators in India in ensuring the construction and operation of these building in 

urban centres. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/sunita-narain-green-

buildings-aren-t-that-green-114102600702_1.html 

Ans – 

Importance of Green Buildings for Indian cities: 

-With increasing population India's construction sector is booming side-by-side providing 

employment (though informal) as well as serving shelter or investment needs of its people. 

-with shrinking horizontal area they are expanding vertically, but with little thought that it is 

leading to an exponential increase in energy usage. 

-sector-wise energy consumption in India is Industry - 49%, residential 10%; whereas per capita 

consumption is too low. 

-So with increasing construction and hence demand there will be constant pressure on energy 

generation. 

-India is a tropical country with various eco-friendly options for electricity generation and 

reducing its carbon-footprint like solar (high insolation),tidal  (vast coastline) to address 

environmental issues. 

Concept of green building: 

Green buildings will prove beneficial in years to come if planned properly as it incorporates 

criteria like- 

-optimize use of energy, water using solar panels, rain water harvesting, using BEE certified 

products 

-integrated design, 

-recycling, generate less waste, plastic free homes 

-conserve natural resource, 

-non-toxic paints, interiors, 

-sustainable construction practices using eco-friendly materials, 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/sunita-narain-green-buildings-aren-t-that-green-114102600702_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/sunita-narain-green-buildings-aren-t-that-green-114102600702_1.html
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-careful placement of windows to maximize ventilation, natural light. 

All this can bring down energy usage by 30% and water by almost 50% and help reduce carbon 

footprint. 

Residential and commercial buildings can be made more energy efficient by using architectural 

designs that reduce the need for lighting, heating, ventilation and air conditioning. 

About Green building regulators and codes: 

1) ECBC: Energy conservation building code: 

-by power ministry specifies energy requirement by commercial buildings, it has been 

developed by BEE under energy conservation act. 

Following this code is at one's free will and was ideally supposed to become mandatory under 

12th FYP, so far only Odisha and Rajasthan has done so. 

ECBC issue: 

i).Not mandatory yet. 

ii). Does not tests building performance once implemented, and relies on paperwork promised 

models, hence not proved itself yet. 

iii). Besides implementing ECBC, BEE gives star rating based on Energy Performance Index: 

If this rating is linked with green bldg perfromance that would keep track of ECBC code 

implementation, but there is no such loop to keep track of either. 

2) IGBC: 2007 Rating system inspired by USIGBC runs platinum, gold, silver certification 

programme. 

3) GRIHA: an Indian green building five-star rating system, promoted by the Union ministry of 

new and renewable energy in 2007. It has been devised by TERI (The Energy and Resources 

Institute). 

Issue with rating regulators: 

1) Regulators following tighter standards and so likely to attract few. 

2) Lack of transparency in Fiscal incentives provided by Govt. to promote private green-rating 

programmers and their actual use. Financial devolution should be linked to their 

implementation of Green Building Codes within their jurisdiction. 

3) Lack of monitoring in resource usage during building operation. 

4) Green (rated) buildings are not green enough and have further room for savings in energy 



Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 186 
 

consumption. 

5) Problems of multiple regulations, with overlapping policies, when different regulators have 

same objective, they can be divided on center-state or public-private or domestic-commercial 

basis. 

But leaving them to decide their own standards and ratings will just lead to more paperwork 

working models than actual reduction in carbon-footprint. 

 

Q3) .Both defense procurement and construction of critical defence infrastructure in India are 

both lagging behind. Critically comment on the importance of both these factors to the 

defence sector and write a note on latest steps taken to address these two issues. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/a-long-way-to-go-

114102600709_1.html 

Ans: 

Since Independence, India has pursued a mixed policy regarding defence procurement. It has 
sought to procure advanced airplanes and weapons from the rest of the world while insisting 
on full tech transfer so as to make DRDO and other such agencies self sufficient in providing for 
the future.  

This has led to a unique situation where unwillingness to share full technology by foreign 
majors resulted in no orders being placed anyway or substandard equipment being ordered. An 
inability to negotiate future terms of engagement has also delayed many acquisitions-the Rafale 
and the PAKFA projects being prime examples. A further blow was dealt by the Lockheed and 
Bofors scandals as subsequent Governments shied away from major purchases. 

Critical defence infrastructure includes not only roads and railways in border areas but also 
ordnance factories. While railways are hampered by the harsh border terrain, road construction 
faces numerous challenges-including higher costs, fragile ecosystem of the area and lack of 
connectivity to the NH network.  

Lack of investment in arms units and ordnance factories have led to a situation where 
ammunition is at critical levels for the Indian Army and the INSAS continues to be the standard 
issue rifle long after becoming obsolete. 

The Government has sought to boost private participation and encourage domestic 
manufacture on the procurement front. It has also cleared long pending agreements on 
Scorpene submarines and other light ammunition.  

It further needs to set a timetable for completing all acquisitions. There is a genuine 
apprehension that airplanes, for instance, would be a generation old between ordering and their 
delivery-as is being seen in the LCA's case. DRDO needs to look at attracting private 
participation if it wants to expedite its production. 
 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/a-long-way-to-go-114102600709_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/a-long-way-to-go-114102600709_1.html
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Q4) Recently, emerging markets have taken initiatives to set-up their own regional banks as 

an alternative to existing multilateral financial institutions that are controlled by the West. 

Examine why and comment on some of the concerns raised against these new institutions. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/global-financial-
alternatives-114102600707_1.html 

Ans: 

After failing to build up consensus on world trade regime and reforms in global financial 
system, countries, especially developing, of different regions are now trying to implement 
alternatives to present global financial institutions like World Bank and IMF. Latin America, 
Asia and BRICS countries set up CAF, Asian infrastructure investment bank and national 
development bank respectively as their regional financial institutions.  

Reasons behind these developments are: 
Representation in IMF and world bank based on geo-political and economic scenario of early 
1940s which is based on discrimination towards countries under colonial influence. Now 
emerging economies demand their respected shares in management and funds but developed 
world reluctant to both aspects. 

Large part of world population living in developing countries. There is need of funds to 
provide infrastructure and services to fulfill their aspirations, unless uprisings of middle east 
and Arabic region becomes reality soon in these countries. 

With the establishment of these new institutions many concerns raised like fund raising and 
distribution methods, viability of indicators on which representation and share in funds 
decided and apprehensions about hegemonic character of regional superior country like USA‘s 
in Bretton wood twins.  
 
In broader sense, emergence of these institutions is welcome step but like global institutions 
they also failed to take care of problems faced by least developing countries and world‘s 
responsibility towards people of these countries. 
 

Q5) The Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill, which is expected to be passed by the Parliament 

in coming days, has been welcomed by many stakeholders. If Passed, examine the would be 

benefits of the new Insurance Act. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/pf/7-benefits-if-insurance-bill-is-

passed-114102600673_1.html 

Ans: 

The proposed amendments to the Insurance Act 1938 are being welcomed by many 

stakeholders as its provisions promise certain benefits over the original act.  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/global-financial-alternatives-114102600707_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/global-financial-alternatives-114102600707_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pf/7-benefits-if-insurance-bill-is-passed-114102600673_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pf/7-benefits-if-insurance-bill-is-passed-114102600673_1.html
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These include: 

1.Increase in FDI from 26% to 49%. It will ensure competitiveness among the market players, 

introduce better and innovative insurance products, bring about cost effectiveness to the 

consumers.  

2. There is provision for increase in access points for delivery of insurance policies. Instruments 

like Customer Service Centres will be handy. It will help the hitherto excluded regions to be 

insured. 

3. Flexibility in collection of premiums is provided for. It will ensure convenience for the 

customers. Also companies can eye for product diversification like insurance for accident, fire 

etc and introduce flexible premium collections in them. 

4. An effective grievance redressal mechanism would be established. An independent agency 

would be established comprising of both judicial and technical membership, with powers of a 

civil court. Presently the ombudsman is overburdened and the new provisions will speed up 

the disposal of cases. 

5. Integration of IT is encouraged. This will ensure transparency and accountability in the 

process. It will also reduce relays in sanction and clearing of insurance policies. It will also help 

mitigating frauds. 

6. The commission of insurance agents is capped. It will discourage agents from selling 

fraudulent policies. 

Despite these welcome provisions, the regulators powers have been curtailed with regard to 

mergers and acquisitions, listing of company in exchange, which might prove to be detrimental. 

If these issues are also addressed, the Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill can help boost the 

insurance sector 

 

Q6) Critically comment on the implementation and outcomes of rural electrification 

programs in India, especially vis a vis agriculture and farmers. 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/power-to-the-people-6/ 

Ans:  

Rural electrification is the backbone of rural economy and a basic input for rapid rural 

development. It is also the main infrastructure for ensuring speedy growth of the agriculture 

sector and agro based industrial structure in rural areas. 86% of villages had been electrified.  

The main rural electrification programs implementation and outcomes are: 

1. Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya Yojna (PMGY):PMGY enhance allocations to expedite the pace 

of rural electrification. The scheme has been discontinued from 2005 onwards. 

 

2.Kutir Jyoti Program (KJP): KJP was initiated in 1988-89 to provide single point light 

connection (60 w) to all Below Poverty Line (BPL) households in the country. KJP provides 

100% grant for one time cost of internal wiring and service connection charges and builds in a 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/power-to-the-people-6/


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 189 
 

proviso for 100% metering for release of grants. Nearly 5.1 million households have been 

covered under the scheme to date. The scheme was merged into the ‗Accelerated Electrification 

of One Lakh Villages and One Crore Households‘ in May 2004 and now into the Rajiv Gandhi 

Grameen Vidyutikaran Yojana (RGGVY). 

3.Minimum Needs Program (MNP): The MNP, exclusively targeted states with less than 65% 

rural electrification (by the old definition) provides 100% loans for last mile connectivity. The 

program resources are drawn from the Central Plan Assistance. Rs. 775 crore was released 

during 2001-03 for rural electrification under the MNP. The scheme was discontinued in 2004-05 

on account of difficulties in implementation. 

 

4.Accelerated Rural Electrification Program (AREP):The AREP covers electrification of un-

electrified villages and household electrification and has an approved outlay of Rs. 560 crore 

under the 10th Plan.  

 

5.Rural Electricity Supply Technology Mission (REST): The mission‘s objective is the 

electrification of all villages and households progressively by year 2012 through local renewable 

energy sources and decentralized technologies, along with the conventional grid connection. 

 

6.Rajiv Gandhi Grameen Vidyutikaran Yojna: The RGGVY is the latest national RE scheme 

launched by the Ministry of Power to execute the vision for rural electrification as enunciated in 

the NCMP and recommended by the Chief Ministers conference in 2001. The plan was instated 

in April of 2005 with the following objectives: 

• 100% electrification of all villages and habitations in the country 

• Electricity access to all households 

• Free of cost electricity connection to BPL (Below Poverty Line) households 

All these programs have focused on infrastructure investments but not on management; on 

ambitious coverage targets but not on financing or creating incentives for sustainable 

maintenance of infrastructure stock; on triage of emergency measures and not on providing 

reliable services. 
 

Q7) In a peculiar development, Switzerland has become one of largest exporters of gold to 

India in recent months. Critically examine the reasons behind this new development. 

 

Main Article:http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/swiss-

gold-exports-to-india-cross-rs-70000-crore-banks-turn-wary-after-black-money-

probe/articleshow/44938049.cms 

 

Ans: 

Reasons 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/swiss-gold-exports-to-india-cross-rs-70000-crore-banks-turn-wary-after-black-money-probe/articleshow/44938049.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/swiss-gold-exports-to-india-cross-rs-70000-crore-banks-turn-wary-after-black-money-probe/articleshow/44938049.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/swiss-gold-exports-to-india-cross-rs-70000-crore-banks-turn-wary-after-black-money-probe/articleshow/44938049.cms
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● Festive season in India. 

● The RBI had imposed the 80:20 rule to curb gold imports in June 2013. This had led to a 

sharp compression in imports of the yellow metal. However, it eased certain restrictions 

on imports in March and May 2014. Consequently, gold imports shot up to USD 3.75 

billion in September 2014 from just USD 0.68 billion in the year ago. 

● India imports from Switzerland because Switzerland produces high quality gold 

bars.But recent development is also being  seen as Gold being used for 'layering' 

purposes to move funds from Swiss banks amid growing scrutiny for suspected Black 

Money.'Layering' is a key stage in money laundering and involves moving illicit funds 

around financial system through a complex series of deals to complicate the paper 

trail.Recently, Switzerland agreed to cooperate on matters related to verification of 

genuineness of accounts and to reply to requests for banking accounts details in a time-

bound manner and also to initiate a process to include India among the countries 

eligible for ‗automatic exchange of information‘. 

 

Q8) Analyse the strategic, economic and geopolitical importance of stronger India – Vietnam 

ties for India. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/indiavietnam-naval-ties-

to-deepen-strategic-partnership/article6536267.ece 

Ans: 

India and Vietnam are geographically Asian and share similar climate. Our cultures have 
historical links and relations are expanding slowly into various other sectors. 

Strategic importance- 
Strategically, Vietnam has supported India's bid to become a permanent member of UN 
Security Council and join Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). India and Vietnam have 
also built strategic partnerships, including extensive cooperation on developing nuclear power, 
enhancing regional security and fighting terrorism, transnational crime and drug trafficking. 
The signing of several agreements and a major Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in 2011, 
following the visit of General Secretary of Vietnam of India, gave a further push to their 
relations 

Economic importance- 
On economic front, India is the 13th largest exporter to Vietnam. With the coming of the 
ASEAN-India free trade agreement, trade grew exponentially. The total volume of India-
Vietnam trade was recorded at US$ 2.2 billion till May 2013 and the two countries aim to reach 
the US$ 7 billion mark by 2015 and US$ 15 billion in 2020.India-Vietnam energy cooperation has 
substantially increased in recent years, encompassing joint oil and gas exploration activities in 
the South China Sea. India's state-owned oil company, ONGC Videsh Limited (OVL) has so far 
invested approximately US$ 360 million in oil exploration.  

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/indiavietnam-naval-ties-to-deepen-strategic-partnership/article6536267.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/indiavietnam-naval-ties-to-deepen-strategic-partnership/article6536267.ece
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Geopolitical importance- 
On geopolitical and defense front, Vietnam has welcomed Indian Navy ships in their region 
which would enhance India and Vietnam military relations. Vietnam has also welcomed Indian 
support for a peaceful resolution of the territorial disputes in the South China Sea. In March 
2000, when the then Defence Minister George Fernandes travelled to Hanoi, both the countries 
signed a comprehensive agreement for defence cooperation. Recently, India offered Line of 
Credit of USD 100 million for defence procurement for "freedom of navigation in the South 
China" which is at threat due to China's increasing dominance in South China Sea.  

It is to be noted that India and Vietnam are both members of the Mekong–Ganga Cooperation 

and Vietnam is an important pillar of India's Look East Policy. The mutual cooperation would 

be in the interest of both 

Q9) To reform healthcare sector in India contribution by both private and public sectors is 

crucial. Critically analyse the strengths of these two sectors and how they can optimally 

contribute in reforming healthcare in India. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/reforming-the-health-

care-sector/article6536234.ece 

Ans: 

With second largest population in world, India needs a vibrant health care structure to achieve 
equitable health care. Monopoly of public or private health care will lead to arbitrary actions 
whereas the co-existence of public and private sector will ensure checks on them and strengthen 
health care. 

Helping each other: 

a) Private sector fraudulent actions and quality can be checked by proper policy 
of public sector entities like drug quality, licensing standards, fair pricing of 
essential drugs and redress grievances. 

b) In turn Private sector can match the increasing supply to demand aspect in India 
thereby solving the shortage of health care workers and denial of service. 

c) Entrepreneurship in private sector with large capital drives innovation in tools and 
techniques contributing to the present needs or in any emergency scenarios. 

d) Public sector can also provide incentive to private sector like tax incentives to provide 
affordable costs to poor and encourage innovation. 

 

Inherent strengths of both: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/reforming-the-health-care-sector/article6536234.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/reforming-the-health-care-sector/article6536234.ece
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a) Re-distributional ability with large finances by taxes with the approach of health care as a 
right helps particularly the weaker sections. Ex: Awareness campaigns and Vaccination drives 
like Polio 

b) Private sector competition within them or with public sector drives quality improvement and 
cost efficiency. 

Additionally other country experience also suggests right mix of private and public sector is 
crucial for achieving quality health care services. 

 

 

Q10) Write a note on the aid of technological tools such as big data in fighting Ebola like 

outbreaks. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/big-data-aids-ebola-

battle/article6536235.ece 

Ans: 

1) Until a few decades ago, it is the lack of information and technology that has costed mankind 
in handling diseases and epidemics. With radical improvements in technology, we have bursts 
of information available. It is very difficult to analyze such huge data with regular database 
technologies. 

2) Big Data tools are being developed to answer this challenge. 

a) It consists of different types of technologies which work together to achieve the end goal: 
extracting value from data that would have been previously difficult to achieve. 

b) For data analysis, it is being used 

i) in Large Hadron Collider experiments 
ii) in Human Genome project 
iii) by NASA for climate observations 
iv) by US Government in big data programs  
v) by political leaders like Obama and Modi in their election campaigns 
vi) by e-commerce websites like eBay and Amazon etc 

3) Before Ebola was declared an epidemic, a group of researchers and computer scientists in 
Boston spotted its spread in Guinea, by using an algorithm developed by HealthMap, which 
scoured Internet for clues from social media, local news reports and other available online data. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/big-data-aids-ebola-battle/article6536235.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/big-data-aids-ebola-battle/article6536235.ece
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4) It is evident that we can handle a variety of data and can add value to it and make it usable. 
Governments across countries and organizations like WHO should take initiatives by using 
technology to address such challenges. 

5) Epidemics and disease outbreaks when recognized early can save many lives and resources. 

 

Secure 28h Oct 14 

Q1).The Aadhaar initiative raised many pertinent issues and debates involving the civil 

society, legislature, executive and judiciary. Critically examine these issues and throw light 

on the present status of the scheme.  

Main Article:http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/aadhaar-gets-a-

second-life-from-modi-114102800024_1.html 

Ans: 

After 26/11 attcak GOI decided to give unique identification to every citizen of the country so 

that intruders can be easily traced upon. A new department was set up under Planning 

Commission under guidance of Nandan Nilekani. Biometric (iris, finger prints) are taken and 

program started as Panacea for all problems, but with passage of time it runs into controversy. 

PROS 

a).It enables every resident to have a identity proof and enable them to access many  

facilities most important being of opening bank account. 

b).By linking it with bank accounts, Government saves crores of rupees by directly transferring 

beneficiary payment and pension to their respective account. It cut the role of middlemen and 

prevents siphoning of money. 

c).It helps to check out ghost beneficiaries be it duplicate LPG connection issue or exact no o 

people working in MNREGA. 

CONS 

a).It does not distinguish between Resident and Citizens of the country as a result 

many illegal migrants especially from Bangladesh, Nepal too avail Government benefits. 

b).As it collects people's biometric data, there is high chances of intrusion of privacy 

considering that COAL BLOCK FILES went missing from govt offices. 

c).UK govt considering the disadvantages shelve off such project in their country. 

In India too at one point it seems that Aadhaar Project would be shelved off when home 

ministry objected to it but considering the fact that more than half of the population has been 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/aadhaar-gets-a-second-life-from-modi-114102800024_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/aadhaar-gets-a-second-life-from-modi-114102800024_1.html
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issued Aadhaar number and its efficacy in social sector programs, the Modi govt decided to 

continue it 
 

 

GS -3 

Q2) Recently the government has announced massive push for solar power generation in the 

country. In this regard, examine the advantages of setting up of large solar power plants and 

the possible models of investment that are suited for such plants. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-chalks-out-

plans-for-massive-solar-power-push-114102800028_1.html 

Ans – 

Unavailability of coal and growing environmental concerns have made govt. look for renewable 

energy sources like solar, wind etc. 

Advantages of Large Scale Solar Power Plants 
 ● India receives about 500,000 GW of solar power, but has been able to tap only a little fraction 
of it i.e less than 1,500 MW. 
● With growing scarcity of Coal, large scale solar power plants are crucial forsustained power 
supply in future. 
● Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission (JNNSM) which was launched in 2010 
aimed deploying 20 GW of grid connected solar power by 2022. 
● Current govt. wishes to push it further to achieve a target of 100 GW (five times more than 
JNNSM) by 2019. 
● This can be achieved by tapping soalar energy in suitable locations like deserts, waste lands, 
river banks, national highways etc. 
Possible models of investment  
 ● Cost of setting up solar power plant is more than that of thermal power plants. Hence, credit 
limit must be increased for solar power companies. 
● More assistance from centre. 
● Increased participation of private sector. 
India is a chronic power deficit country and has more than 40 million people withoutaccesses to 
electricity. Apart from being the essential need of common man, power is also an important 
factor that fuels rapid economic growth. Current trend and massive push by the govt. boosts 
optimism for future power security of India. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-chalks-out-plans-for-massive-solar-power-push-114102800028_1.html
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Q3) ―Despite huge investments, India lacks ‗sea denial‘ capability.‖ Critically analyse. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/ajai-shukla-mr-jaitley-s-

best-decision-114102701339_1.html 

Ans: 

What is Sea-Denial Capability? 

Article: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_denial 

Sea denial is a strategy which aims to deny the enemy unfettered use of the sea by using 
platforms like submarines to intercept, ambush enemy ships and lay mines at straits, narrows 
and other vulnerable routes. In case of a potential war with either Pakistan or China submarines 
would play a key role in sea denial. 

a) In case of a war with Pakistan, Indian submarines would cut oil supplies and war material 
from Pakistan's West Asian allies; and bottle up shipping in Karachi, Gwadar and the new 
naval base at Ormara 

b) In case of a war with China, Indian submarines would block the People's Liberation Army 
(Navy) from the Indian Ocean, at the straits of Malacca, Sunda, Lombok and Ombai Wetar. 

With just 14 submarines in its fleet, the navy's sea denial capacity is less convincing than its 
robust ability for sea control. India's navy is strong on aircraft carriers but woefully short of 
submarines. Six Scorpene submarines which will be commissioned in 2016 will lack critical 
strike weapons like air independent propulsion ( AIP), and land attack missiles. The lack of 
submarines is aggravated by the scarcity of indigenous players who can build battle ready 
submarines. 

-For bridging this gap, we need just 8-9 submarines assembled and maintained by our naval 
dockyard. But, it is not possible to gain those fleet shortly, since we already lost one (INS 
Sindhurakshak) and others are under process in Vishakapatnam (Hindustan shipyard) and 
Mumbai (Mazagon Dock Ltd). 
-It will take at least one decade to roll out those submarines by then our older ones will start to 
expire.  

Though we have some technically advanced naval weapons like INS Arihant (nuclear powered 
ballistic missile submarine), we need to focus on building more indigenous aircraft carriers, 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/ajai-shukla-mr-jaitley-s-best-decision-114102701339_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/ajai-shukla-mr-jaitley-s-best-decision-114102701339_1.html
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helicopters, submarines and warships. Then only we could achieve 'sea denial' in our EEZ 
during warfare or international conflicts. 

 In light of these shortfalls in our sea denial abilities, the government‘s decision to build six 
state-of-the-art submarines for the navy under Project 75I is indeed laudable. 

Q4) Write a short note on Project 75I. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/ajai-shukla-mr-jaitley-s-
best-decision-114102701339_1.html 

 
Ans: 

Under Project 75I India will purchase 6 next generation diesel submarines with Air Independent 
Propulsion System (AIP) technology for the Indian Navy by 2022. Conventional diesel-electric 
submarines have to surface every few days to get oxygen to recharge their batteries. With AIP 
systems, they can stay submerged for much longer periods. Project 75-I will probably have both 
vertical launched BrahMos for the sea & land targets and tube-launched torpedoes for anti-
submarine warfare. 

The new Project 75-I submarines should be huge in value, estimated at around $10 billion-plus, 
depending upon the offsets and transfer of technology (ToT). The defense offsets policy 
mandates a minimum investment of 30 per cent to be put back in a related defense industrial 
venture in India. 

Two submarines would be acquired from a selected foreign shipyard and the remaining four 
would be built by the state owned Mazagon Dock Ltd and Hindustan Shipyard Ltd. However, 
it is learnt that the Ministry of Defense is planning to allow private local shipbuilders to 
participate in the P-75I Project. 
 
 

Q5) Critically examine the factors behind aggressive push by China to become a 

manufacturing hub for semiconductor chips. Also throw light on the concerns raised by the 

West and other developed countries regarding this issue. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-chalks-out-

plans-for-massive-solar-power-push-114102800028_1.html 

Ans: 

China is the largest manufacturers of electronics product attributed to its FDI friendly policy 

and cheap labor which attracted many of electronics manufacturing industries to setup their 

manufacturing hub at china. China aggressive push to develop chip manufacturing industry 

can be understood with following reasons 

1. It is a downstream product for China already developed electronics industry 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/ajai-shukla-mr-jaitley-s-best-decision-114102701339_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/ajai-shukla-mr-jaitley-s-best-decision-114102701339_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/govt-chalks-out-plans-for-massive-solar-power-push-114102800028_1.html
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2. Development of Chip manufacturing industry will help China to developed independent full 

electronics product provider. 

3. Chip manufacturing is technology &knowledge intensive industry, which makes it one of 

highest margin capturing industry. 

4. High end use chips used in China are imported so make its national security vulnerable, 

which are deepened by revealed US government surveillance. 

Concerns: 

1. Will affect other countries‘ industries financially 

2. Will increase the already dominant position of China in world trade 

3. China may use its economic dominant position to secure diplomatic or security dividend 

4. May use unethical practice (like predatory pricing, dumping etc.) to avoid development of 

this industry in any other part of world, even when it will no longer enjoy comparative 

advantage in this industries. 

5. May try to acquire confidential American technology through illegal means 

 

Q6) Do you agree with the view that delays in environmental clearances are stagnating the 

growth of industries in India? Critically examine. Also throw light on some of the problems 

associated with environmental clearances in India and how they can be overcome 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/arunabha-ghosh-clearing-

the-air-on-clearances-114102701336_1.html 

Ans:  

Environmental clearance is a critical step to achieve balance in private interest and the public 

interest in using resources of the country where favoring on any one side affects drastically the 

entire nation. Therefore it is essential to reform the clearance process rather than stalling 

projects or illogical fast tracking of clearances. 

REASON FOR DELAYS: 

a) Inefficient procedures in impact assessment together with multiple clearances and 

corruption are the major reason for delays. 

b) Clearance structure is not leading to delays but certainly the ineffective process 

followed lead to delays affecting the industrial growth. 

REFORMS NEEDED: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/arunabha-ghosh-clearing-the-air-on-clearances-114102701336_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/arunabha-ghosh-clearing-the-air-on-clearances-114102701336_1.html
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a) We must improve quality of EIA with single window clearances independent accredited 

consultants for projects together with review of international agencies. 

b) Public hearings have to be revamped where it should be consulted at initial stages 

itself together with efficient Terms 0f Reference and submission of timely 

reports. 

c) Better information system with separate body has to be placed with mapping of quality 

parameters in land, water and air together with updating of real time data. 

d) Even after operations mid-term corrections with latest environment friendly technologies 

should be brought in with regular communication with local communities. 

If these reforms are implanted we can balance the concerns of private players and other local 

people including civil society groups and improve our manufacturing with effective resource 

utilization. 
 

Q7) Critically discuss recent decisions made about cleaning the River Ganga. Do you think 

the action plan prepared in this regard is a right step towards cleaning the river? Comment. 

 

Main Article :http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/no-sewage-will-be-

allowed-to-drain-into-ganga/article6539578.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/results-of-ganga-cleanup-to-show-in-

45-days/article6539779.ece 

 

Ans: 

Plan+Initiatives 

●  "Namami Gange"project announced a Rs 6,300-plus crore 'Namami Gange' scheme.  

While Rs  2037 crore will go into rejuvenating the river, another Rs  4200 crore will be 

spent on developing a navigation corridor in the next  six years. Then there is a Rs 100 

crore project dedicated to ghat  development and waterfront beautification. 

●  The government also announced  a 'NRI Ganga fund' to help drive fund collection, the 

money from which  will be spent on 'special projects'. 

● "HARIYALI" a plantation project is being started along the stretch of river Ganga in all 

five states through which it flows i.e Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar , Jharkhand and 

West Bengal.The plantation will be monitored every six months. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/no-sewage-will-be-allowed-to-drain-into-ganga/article6539578.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/no-sewage-will-be-allowed-to-drain-into-ganga/article6539578.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/results-of-ganga-cleanup-to-show-in-45-days/article6539779.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/results-of-ganga-cleanup-to-show-in-45-days/article6539779.ece
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● Medium-term plan is to be implemented in five years, 118 urban habitations have been 

identified by the Ministry of Urban Development for coverage of sewerage 

infrastructure at an estimated cost of Rs. 51,000 crore. About 1700 gram panchayats will 

be made free from open defecation under the plan. 

Recent Decisions 

● National Ganga River Basin authority(NGRBA) has taken the following decisions with 

regards to cleaning of River Ganga: 

1. In Situ cleaning of 144 open drains carrying sewage along with industrial effluents. 

2. Not to allow immersion of ashes at the shallow end along the banks of river. 

3. Flowers and Coconut offerings will be trapped through a mesh and recycled. 

4. No sewage drain outlet to be allowed into the river. 

5. Riverfront Management for beautification and development of ghats in 7 cities. 

6. Programmes for afforestation, conservation of flora and of aquatic life are being initiated. 

7.A Ganga Vahini comprising ex-servicemen and NGOs will be constituted on the lines of the   

Red Cross at select locations along the river to keep vigil. 

Right Step ? 

● These are steps in the right direction as Ganga is one of the most polluted rivers in the 

country in which level of pollutants is more than 3000 times than the permissible limit 

defined by the WHO as ‗safe‘. Human feces, urine and sewage into river is the major 

reason for high levels of Coliform bacteria in the river. 

● But it also remains to be seen whether the steps are taken in a time bound manner 

because history of cleaning ganga has been miserable with lots of missions starting like 

Ganga Action Plan which failed to give any reasonable output. 

● Action plan does not say anything about generating awareness among masses. It is 

needless to stretch that without the active participation and awareness of people this 

gigantic task of cleaning such a long stream of river which passes through a number of 

cities, towns and states and which has served the water needs of millions of people since 

the beginning of civilization will have limited success. 
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● SC criticized government action plan of Ganga in implementation and asked to expedite 

the process because of below mentioned issues: 

● Not filling vacant posts of scientist and other experts in these projects with bureaucratic 

approach hampering the progress of the plan. 

●  Lack of proper utilization of funds and stringent mechanisms on pollution control is 

missing. 

 

Q8) It is reported that many state governments are closing down government run primary 

schools for lack of attendance. Critically discuss why there is low attendance in public 

schools and if the decision to close down schools is a right move. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/schools-in-grave-

danger/article6539565.ece 

 

Ans: 

The closing of thousands of schools by Rajasthan and Maharashtra Governments are stark 
examples of the woefully low level of public education system in India. The low attendance of 
children is keeping others states disillusioned too. 

The low attendance of students in government run schools is because of several factors: 

• Absence of trained teachers, less emphasis on 'learning'. 
• Pathetic infrastructure, including inadequacy of sanitation facilities for girls. 
• Poor pedagogy and obsolete curriculum. 
• Low motivation of teachers due to meager salaries being provided to them. 
• Insensitivity of teachers towards the students. 
• Lack of awareness among rural people about the importance of school education. 

Instead of closing down the schools, the government should take initiatives in the direction of 
bringing reforms to public education system. Emphasis should be on building infrastructure, 
teachers' training, distributing fair salaries to them, etc. 

Learning from the mistakes of past, reducing the scope of non formal education, improving the 
administration & management in school, recruitment of teachers based on qualifications, 
providing motivation to teachers time to time along with creating awareness among rural 
people regarding importance of sending their wards to school will ameliorate the dismal 
performance of public schools. 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/schools-in-grave-danger/article6539565.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/schools-in-grave-danger/article6539565.ece
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Q9) Compare and contrast the methods of teaching imparted at private and public schools in 

India and examine why parents are increasingly sending their children to private schools 

even in rural regions. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/schools-in-grave-

danger/article6539565.ece 

 

Ans: 

Education is the purest form of Human values and schools are the temple of such holy aspect of 
society. Education always has its own value, whether it learn from a privately owned or 
Governmental institution. 
But nowadays popularity of Government sponsored schools are deteriorating, following could 
be stated as the reason behind it- 
 

Reason behind unpopularity of Governmental institutions: 

1. Lack of performance and quality of education. 

2. Less knowledge and application of management from School Committee. 

3. Poor infrastructure, sanitation, drinking water, bathroom etc. which give birth to the other 
health related issues. 

4. Lack of encouragement among the teachers to adopt modern teaching technique. 

5. Government pays less attention to improve the learning atmosphere at Schools. 

6. Ignorance of the parents to the system of learning. 

Reason behind popularity of privately owned institutions: 

1. Deliberately created false superiority through high-decibel advertisements that misleads the 
parents. 
2. To hide their academic weaknesses they advice private tuitions, and thus parents could not 
identify the potholes of those institutions. 
3. Private schools not only focus on studies but also on other activities likes games, sports, 
cultural programs, which improve the learning atmosphere. 
4. They provide various Personality development class which, in turn, helps to discover lots of 
your hidden potentials. 

5. There are lesser political vibes in the private schools. 

The lack of understanding of what education demands and the flawed policies of the past have 
resulted in the closing down of schools today and the twin maladies of losing children in 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/schools-in-grave-danger/article6539565.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/schools-in-grave-danger/article6539565.ece


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 202 
 

government schools and minimizing the idea of school in the private sector are putting our 
schools in grave danger. 

 

 

Q10) ―Despite many recommendations by committees including standing committees in 

favour of higher defence reforms, nothing much has been done in this regard.‖ Comment 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/civilian-supremacy-and-

defence-reforms/article6539563.ece 

 

Ans: 

Defence reforms have been the long term agenda of the Government of India. Many a time in 

the past, there has been hue and cry over it by the public too. Various committees were set up to 

give recommendations in this respect but unfortunately, none of them got effectively 

implemented. 

The recommendations of Kargil Review Committee; that of the Group of Ministers for creating 
the post of Chief of Defense Staff and Standing Committee on Defense for jointness and synergy 
among the different wings of the Armed Forces; that of the Ramesh Chandra committee for 
creation of a four-star permanent chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee, were hardly 
successful in building consensus among the different defense stakeholders. The 
recommendations for creation of tri-service theatre commands have been also overlooked. 

The reasons for non-implementation were many. The vacillation of the Ministry of Defense 
including the Defense Minister in accepting some recommendations, lack of consensus among 
the armed forces, the inability of generalist bureaucrats in carrying out reforms were in 
particular responsible. 

The present government's seriousness in carrying out the reforms brings some hope but it's 
worth watching that whether it actually brings defense reforms vis-a-vis just raising the matter, 
which have been done several times in the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/civilian-supremacy-and-defence-reforms/article6539563.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/civilian-supremacy-and-defence-reforms/article6539563.ece
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Secure 29th Oct 14 

Q1).Do you think the demand for scrapping of section 66A of the Information Technology 

Act (2000) is justified? In the light of increasing misuse of internet, critically comment.  

Main Article:http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/vanita-kohli-khandekar-

the-venom-online-114102801465_1.html 

Ans: 

The growth of Information technology has not only facilitated our communication system but 

also emerged as an integral part of today's culture. The spread of technology is not a matter of 

concern but its usage by unscrupulous elements needs to be tackled with an iron fist. 

In order to control such malpractices harming our life on the basis of false or concocted 

expression India has Information Technology Act 2000 of which Art. 66 prohibit a person to 

involve in derogatory practices by expressing framed content indirectly or directly via 

technologically-enabled mechanism. 

Though we have this provision in our law book, it is being demanded to scrap it as it 

encroaches right to freedom of expression constitutionally given to its citizen. But before going 

to scrap such provision we have to consider upon: 

1. Do we have any alternative framework or system to punish those who harm innocent people 

for vested interests behind support of constitutional right? 

2. How to stop growing abuse of IT making people stressed and worried who sometimes 

commit suicide or involve in criminal practices? 

3. Does principle of Right to freedom of expression means absolute freedom? Undoubtedly, 

sometimes misuse of this act can trigger anger among mass but what about those cases which 

are promoted by tech savvy to disgrace the identity of child, women and other person when 

they publicize their dignity and eventually force them to commit crime. 

On the above ground present provision cannot be scrapped unless we have a better provision 

which seem far at this moment because of its widespread and unregulated use. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/vanita-kohli-khandekar-the-venom-online-114102801465_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/vanita-kohli-khandekar-the-venom-online-114102801465_1.html
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GS - 3 

Q2) Critically examine how the new drug pricing policy introduced in 2012 differed from 

earlier policies. Also throw light on its outcome. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/d-g-shah-why-drug-

pricing-policies-can-be-injurious-to-health-114102801463_1.html 

Ans – 

Drug Price Control Order 2013 empowers National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority(NPPA) to 

regulate prices of 348 essential drugs. It has the twin objectives of:  

1. Rational use of medicines 

2. Standard treatment guidlines 

It determines ceiling prices for a drug by taking simple average of prices of drugs having a 

market share of more than 1%. This is different from previous stands as earlier a normative 

price ceiling was used which had the following disadvantages: 

1. It neglected the quality of ingredients being used in drugs 

2. No incentive for companies using good manufacturing practices 

3. No encouragement for new R and D 

Due to the normative prices graually the market share of essential drugs came down and the 

pricing policy did not achieve its aim. The current policy tries to ensure access through 

abundant availability of drugs and not by fixing price. Also another departure from previous 

policies is the power being given to NPPA to bring any drug under the price control under 

"extraordinary circumstances". This is a point of contention as drug manufacturing companies 

are wary of NPPA bringing back the old system through this provision. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/d-g-shah-why-drug-pricing-policies-can-be-injurious-to-health-114102801463_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/d-g-shah-why-drug-pricing-policies-can-be-injurious-to-health-114102801463_1.html
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Q3) .Critically Evaluate the causes of present controversy between India and USA regarding 

India‘s intellectual property rights (IPR) regime. Is India‘s stand justified? Examine. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/the-ipr-stand-off-

114102801462_1.html 

Ans1: 

Though India-Us IPR regime controversy is not new one as it has been in the light since 1974 
when US put India in "Priority Country List", and then in 1994 under Clinton regime. This year 
India was enlisted as "Priority Foreign Country List" in Special 301 Report of USTR. The present 
causes of such controversy are: 

1. Compulsory Licensing to Natco for producing and marketing of cancer drug Nexavar- a 
drug of which patent was sought by US drug maker Bayers. 

2. Losing of patent right by other non-Indian drug maker companies - Novartis and other drug 
makers encouraged US Pharma to lobby against India on IPR issue. 

3. Taxation and pricing issue on IPR related products. 

4. Claiming of patent on by innovating existing products. 

As far as India's stand is concerned, it could be said right on the basis of following points: 

1. Indian government never violated TRIPS-agreement under WTO and within its framework 
India utilised provision of compulsory licensing. So no question arises to term India as a 
violator of international agreement. 

2. India is a developing country and the large number of poor people does not have access to 
life saving drugs like cancer, AIDS, etc because of monetary issue. In such a scenario, to confer 
justice to its people on humanitarian grounds as well as on constitutional grounds provision of 
Compulsory licensing cannot be called illegitimate. 

3. India has established quasi-judicial and full judicial approach to grant patent to companies 
and does not have arbitrary bias to confer patent. Here, complaint relating to patent is heard 
with full care and responsibility. 

 

Ans2: 

The 'Compulsory Licensing' and section 3(d) of the Indian Patent Laws are the main bone of 
contention between India and USA as regards Indian IPR. USA feels that India gives undue 
protection to its domestic pharma manufacturing companies and doesn't care about the patents 
of its foreign counterparts. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/the-ipr-stand-off-114102801462_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/the-ipr-stand-off-114102801462_1.html
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The complain of USA is that India's IPR regime contradicts the global IPR norms under the 
WTO's agreement on Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS), especially article 27.1 
and that there is a continuous deteriorating environment for innovation and investment. The 
recent grant of compulsory license to Natco Pharma Limited, a generic drug maker, to produce 
and market Nexavar, a patented cancer drug of multinational pharma major Bayer Corporation 
and the rejection of Novartis attempts to win patent protection for a major cancer drug 'Glivec' 
have added to the grievances of USA. 

India's stand appears justified in view of the vast population of poor people that it has to cater 
to. It has to ensure the accessibility and affordability of drugs to its citizens.  

Natco's price for a month dose of Nexavar, being just a fraction (3.14%) of the price as set by 
Bayer, bears prove that the compulsory licensing is in the interest of India's 180 millions poor 
people. 

PS: This answer missed a point related to India being added to Priority Watchlist. 

Kindly do some research on IPR as it is a separate topic in GS Mains. Recent cases relating to 
Novartis are important in this regard. Hindu covered this case in detail. 

Article links: 

1). Novartis Saga: http://www.thehindu.com/news/article4570910.ece 

2). IPR issue: http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/india-us-trade-relqations-ipr-
regime-is-fullycompliant-with-global-norms-says-govt/article6469278.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world/us-trade-representative-retains-india-
on-ipr-watch-list/article5963674.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/us-launches-review-of-indias-intellectual-
property-regime/article6503687.ece 

3). Expert group set up to draft National IPR policy: 
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/think-tank-set-up-to-draft-national-
intellectual-property-rights-policy/article6530660.ece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/article4570910.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/india-us-trade-relqations-ipr-regime-is-fullycompliant-with-global-norms-says-govt/article6469278.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/india-us-trade-relqations-ipr-regime-is-fullycompliant-with-global-norms-says-govt/article6469278.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world/us-trade-representative-retains-india-on-ipr-watch-list/article5963674.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world/us-trade-representative-retains-india-on-ipr-watch-list/article5963674.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/us-launches-review-of-indias-intellectual-property-regime/article6503687.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/us-launches-review-of-indias-intellectual-property-regime/article6503687.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/think-tank-set-up-to-draft-national-intellectual-property-rights-policy/article6530660.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/think-tank-set-up-to-draft-national-intellectual-property-rights-policy/article6530660.ece
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Q4) The speed of internet is moving towards Gigabit per second. Explain, in the context of 

India, how the increased speed of internet would empower an individual or an organization. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/technology/internet-truly-personal-
at-1-gbps-114101000026_1.html 

 
Ans: 

 Internet has now become the global necessity and no one can deny it. Indian government is 
also talking about ―Right to Broadband‖ to every person of the country also highlights the 
importance of internet in our day-to-day lives. 

However, the recent surveys suggest that average speed of internet in India is only about one-
tenth of world‘s average and this is becoming the constraint for India to become an e-economy, 
e-society and e-democracy. 

Recent initiatives of lying optical fibre cable network and connecting district headquarters from 
each-other is one step towards the destination. World over the developed and developing 
countries are doing tremendous improvements in the internet speed and availability. 

In the context of India, the importance of internet is also huge due to some of the recent effects 
seen by all of us which are: social media became the primary tool of information sharing in past 
few years, people are getting lot of information through the internet and social media sites, 
Indian democracy became more vibrant with the advent of internet and people are making 
more informed decisions. Apart from political empowerment, internet also playing and will 
going to play bigger role in the field of education, healthcare and economic activities as well. 

The boundaries of knowledge are being broken by the internet and now knowledge can be 
obtained through internet. Millions of course content is available online which is expanding 
knowledge and content base of students of India. 

E-commerce and online shopping are on the rising side with the access and high speed of 
internet giving the shoppers the wide range of product, price, quality and saves lot of their time. 

High speed internet is also bridging the gap between public and the governmental 
organizations. Now each and every organization is within the reach of general public and 
which is making them more transparent and accountable. Various economic & voluntary 
organizations, civil society groups and professional organizations etc. are running their 
activities online to increase their base. 

Thus, the increasing use of internet in almost every walk of life is going to raise the demand of 
internet speed in coming future and thus internet is now becoming the new tool of social, 
political and economic empowerment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/technology/internet-truly-personal-at-1-gbps-114101000026_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/technology/internet-truly-personal-at-1-gbps-114101000026_1.html
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Q5) Critically comment on arguments made on ethical grounds in favour of death sentence to 

criminals. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/decks-cleared-for-nithari-

killers-execution/article6542541.ece 

Ans: 

Aadhar is a well intentioned exercise to prepare a unique database for citizens to improve 

service delivery. But the way it has been rolled out raised many critical issues. 

1) UIDAI, the agency for issuing Aadhar does not have legal backing hence it is beyond 

legislative oversight. 

2) Home ministry had security concerns about Aadhar being issued to illegal immigrants 

without proper documentation. Also there was duplication of enrolment initially as both UIDAI 

and National Population Register (mandatory) carried registration. 

3) Civil society had concerns about exclusion of poor people who do not have documentation 

regarding address. Also it feared about violation of right to privacy if the biometric information 

is misused. 

4) The enrolment exercise lagged behind schedule. This was complicated by government's hasty 

decision to link direct cash transfers with Aadhar. This led to fears of exclusion. 

5) The glitches in Aadhar enrolment and other concerns led SC to rule that it is not mandatory 

for availing social benefits. This dented the credibility of exercise in public perception. 

6) The huge costs involved vis a vis benefits also invited criticism. 

Proponents of scheme argue that substantial time money and energy has already been invested. 

The issues in implementation could be addressed by an enabling legislation. The scheme should 

be revived in view of its potential to transform service delivery. 

Taking a pragmatic view, the government has decided to use Aadhar for various schemes like 

Jan Dhan Yojana, Biometric attendance, subsidy transfer, passport services etc. It also intends to 

get the UIDAI Bill passed and universalize Aadhar by 2015. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/decks-cleared-for-nithari-killers-execution/article6542541.ece
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Q6) Examine the performance of India as brought out in the annual gender survey of the 

World Economic Forum – 2014 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/it-will-take-81-years-for-

gender-parity-at-workplace-says-wef-report/article6542571.ece 

Ans:  

India is well known to have positive growth in terms of economic performance among other 

developing countries in the world. But, when it comes to gender equality, it is ever decreasing 

in almost all dimensions. Let us see them in detail: 

-HEALTH AND SURVIVAL: India stands among the lowest ranking countries in terms of 

survival owing to greatest gap in sex ratio at birth. The outcomes of differences between male 

and female from cancer, cardiovascular diseases, TB, HIV, etc resulted in this poor health status. 

-POLITICAL PARTICIPATION: Interestingly, India is the country with overall highest 

number of years with female head of the state in Asia Pacific region. This is a good news as it 

shows that India does not dominate all women to be subordinate to them always. 

-ECONOMIC PARTICIPATION AND OPPORTUNITY: Here, India steps down again, with 

highest difference in female and male percentage of total research and development personnel, 

firms ownership participation, labour force participation rate and inequal pay for equal work. 

-EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT: Literacy rate is still found to be low compared to other 

countries in India which is also one of the main reasons for poor labour force participation. 

Though there are many reasons for lowest enrollment of girls in schools like poverty, poor 

sanitation, lack of transportation, etc we must focus on resolving this issue first as female 

education is an eyeopener for finding solutions for all the problems following that. 

Govt should focus on improving female enrollment in schools which will enhance female 

labour participation rate, increased professional and technical performances in industries 

supplementing overall growth of Indian economy. Health care must go hand in hand with 

education and empowerment to have a multidimensional growth in all aspects. 

 

Q7) Write a note on the Vanbandhu Kalyan Yojana (VKY). 

 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/scheme-to-lift-human-

development-indices-of-tribal-people-launched/article6542570.ece 

 

Ans: 

● Government has launched Vanbandhu Kalyan Yojana (VKY) for welfare of Tribals.  

● The scheme is aimed at improving the infrastructure and human development indices of 

the tribal population. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/it-will-take-81-years-for-gender-parity-at-workplace-says-wef-report/article6542571.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/it-will-take-81-years-for-gender-parity-at-workplace-says-wef-report/article6542571.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/scheme-to-lift-human-development-indices-of-tribal-people-launched/article6542570.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/scheme-to-lift-human-development-indices-of-tribal-people-launched/article6542570.ece
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● The scheme been launched on pilot basis in one block each of the States of AP, MP, HP, 

Telangana, Orissa, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and Gujarat. Under 

the scheme centre will provide Rs. 10 crore for each block for the development of 

various facilities for the Tribals. These blocks have been selected on the 

recommendations of the concerned States and have very low literacy rate. 

● This scheme mainly focuses on bridging infrastructural gaps and gap in human 

development indices between Schedule tribes and other social groups. 

●  VKY also envisages to focus on convergence of different schemes of development of 

Central Ministries/Departments and State Governments with outcome oriented 

approach. Initially the blocks having at least 33% of tribal population in comparison to 

total population of the block will be targeted. 

● The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has taken up initiatives for strengthening of existing 

institutions meant for delivery of goods and services to tribal people i.e Integrated Tribal 

Development Agencies /Integrated Development Project and creation of new ones 

wherever necessary. Specific funds are allocated to the State Governments for this 

purpose to be utilized judiciously with a view to build the institutional mechanism more 

robust by way of strengthening these institutions. 

● Under the scheme maximum selling price for Minor Forest Produce (MFP) is being 

implemented in schedule V States initially. A web based portal has also been developed 

which indicate current price of MFPs on real time basis across different mandis of the 

States. 12 MFP products have been included in the programme namely (i) Tendu Leave 

(ii) Bamboo (iii) Mahuwa Seeds (iv) Sal Leaf (v) Sal Seed (vi) Lac (vii) Chironjee (viii) 

Wild Honey (ix) Myrobalan (x) Tamarind (xi) Gums (Gum Karaya) and (xii) Karanji. 

 
 

Q8) Throw light on the areas of cooperation between India and Indonesia. Also examine the 

implications for India of the recent political developments that have taken place in 

Indonesia. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/interpreting-the-

indonesian-mandate/article6542525.ece 

Ans: 

Within just 16 years of time Indonesia changed its status from a military-run totalitarian regime 
to a full-fledged democracy which is considered as third largest in the world. As India is 
separated from Indonesia by less than 100 miles from the Nicobar Islands, sure there will be 
implications on India due to the changes took place in Indonesia. 

Islamic parties which scored over 30 percent has main focus on education, cost of living, health 
care, good governance and the tolerance and pluralistic nature of the Indonesian society. Due to 
rise of terror activities of the Islamic state, both Indonesia and India are getting affected. An 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/interpreting-the-indonesian-mandate/article6542525.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/interpreting-the-indonesian-mandate/article6542525.ece
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unknown number of people from Indonesia have joined IS which can lead to rise of IS in both 
the countries. 

To be Association of Southeast Asian nation (ASEAN) Indonesia took several initiatives. Both 
India and Indonesia has great possibility to shape up the relation. The main hope for this is both 
Indian PM and Indonesian President as they are hope for common people from both the 
country. Both has same aim-> 
- to root out corruption 
- bring transparency 
- good governance 
- Increment in employment rate 

The areas where both countries have expanded relation are high level visits and trade and 
economic exchanges. Many entrepreneurs from India has made great amount of investment in 
Indonesia's coal, oil and gas and mining sectors. If both countries share mutual experiences in 
democratic governance then it will help in cooperation and understanding. Both the country 
can cooperate in some areas - 

- Disaster relief 
- anti-piracy 
- coastal security against human or drug trafficking 
- resource and climate research 
- port construction 
- naval ship production 

If both the countries work in these areas then relation between the two counties will grow 
further. 

 

Q9) Do you think moral values and politics go together? Critically comment in the Indian 

context. 

Main article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/why-partyism-is-

wrong/article6542526.ece 

Ans: 

Moral values and politics are two deeply interrelated but different shades of a human being. No 
doubt, morality forms the basis of all political beliefs. In fact there are and needs to be some 
universally accepted moral values which forms the basis of unity amongst people, society and 
nation.  

These take shape of laws and policies necessary for government and keep the society intact. For 
instance, rape and corruption are considered as morally wrong by everyone and any laws and 
policy meant to curb the same should be accepted by all regardless of difference in political 
ideas. The same was witnessed in Indian context when these two issues were dominating the 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/why-partyism-is-wrong/article6542526.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/why-partyism-is-wrong/article6542526.ece
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headlines and political parties across the board shown a broad consensus of enactment of 
stringent laws against it. 

To this extent moral values and politics have strengthened each other , but the definition of 
morality above the basic consensual level starts varying from person to person, and that's where 
it takes an ugly shape and a competition amongst them starts in form of real politics. 

For instance socialism and capitalism, conservatism and liberalism stands on the same above 
mentioned basic premises and visualizes the same goal of ultimate welfare, yet they are like two 
different flowers grown out of a single plant. 

What is presently a disturbing trend is the hyper moralizing of political life and judging 
individual from their political views in a Manichaean way. Let‘s not forget that the real beauty 
of democracy lies in its diversity 
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Secure 30th Oct 14 

Q1).In India, allocation of precious natural resources to public and private companies has 

generated controversy and judicial intervention thanks to issues such as corruption and 

opaqueness in allocation. Critically examine what measures the government has taken so far 

to address these issues and bring transparency in allocation of these resources. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/spectrum-model-

for-coal-block-e-auction-114102901156_1.html 

Ans: 

The process of allocation of scarce natural resources faced criticism from the Supreme Court 

and audit authorities on three main grounds: 

a). Lack of discernible guidelines in allocation 

b).Lack of clear cut process of valuation 

c).Opaqueness in the whole process. 

To remedy these, the Government has proposed certain measures. Many of these were first 

used for the re-allocation of 2G spectrum and are now being suggested for coal block allocation 

as well: 

a) Open e-auction in the public domain for greater transparency. 

b) Determination of a minimum floor price based on weighted international market prices.  

c) Separate committee to handle valuation  

d) Fixing criteria for allocation-like preference to those operators with expertise in end-use 

projects 

These steps are noteworthy in the quest to make the whole process more open and fair. Certain 

other improvements that may be suggested are: 

a) Timely process of allocation in case of technological resources. It was seen that valuation had 

crashed in the 2G re-allocation matter as the technology had become outdated by the time the 

process was completed. 

b) Preference to end-use operators may serve to encourage a system of oligopoly. Depending on 

the project's size, a chance may be given to new operators seeking to break into the market in 

the interests of fair competition. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/spectrum-model-for-coal-block-e-auction-114102901156_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/spectrum-model-for-coal-block-e-auction-114102901156_1.html
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5) Recently the Indian government put a cap on the amount of food-grains to be procured from 

states and also offloaded stored grains in domestic and foreign markets. Explain the 

implications of these measures on the food sector and on the centre-state relations.  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/against-inflation-114102901450_1.html 

The procurement of extra food grains for the Central Government's buffer stock was one of the 

preferred methods to gain political capital. Well performing states declared substantial bonuses 

over and above the existing Minimum Support Price, procured the grain at those prices, secured 

increased realization of local taxes and then passed on the burden to the Centre by selling the 

grains to the Food Corporation of India.  

This resulted in driving the prices of essential food grains upwards through supply pressure as 

more and more grain ended up being stored rather than be in the open market. This allowed 

state governments to appease the agricultural lobby as well. 

By clamping on the amount of food grain to be procured, the Government wishes to release this 

inflationary pressure as this would drive extra grain towards the market and lead to a 

moderation in food prices. The Government already has stored food grains that are at twice the 

level of recommended buffer stocks.  

The offloading of grains in the domestic and export markets is a result of this fact. Apart from 

releasing the pressure on FCI's rather basic storage facilities and countering inflation, this move 

would also help India's case at the WTO where the Government stands accused of skewing the 

food market by building up huge stocks. 
 

 

GS - III 

Q2) Examine how electronic toll collection (ETC) centres work. Explain their importance in 

India. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/e-tolling-on-delhi-

mumbai-highway-starts-on-friday-114103000026_1.html 

Ans – 

The Ministry of Road -Transport and Highways (MoRTH) in India has deployed an Electronic 

Toll Collection (ETC) system based on RFID (radio frequency identification) technology on 

Delhi-Mumbai Highway. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/against-inflation-114102901450_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/e-tolling-on-delhi-mumbai-highway-starts-on-friday-114103000026_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/e-tolling-on-delhi-mumbai-highway-starts-on-friday-114103000026_1.html
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When vehicles will pass through the toll plazas (named FASTag), an antenna on the plazas will 

detect the RFID tags installed on the vehicles. The data will then be sent to a server and, 

subsequently, the toll will be automatically deducted from the vehicle/tag owner's bank 

account. 

At present there are some problems in collecting tolls. These are by way of not having a uniform 

rate throughout various sections of National Highways in India. Secondly, Public Funded 

Projects have different toll collecting agencies, which is an impediment for a uniform acceptable 

standard of service to the commuters. There are many complaints of overcharging and 

undercharging, non-reporting/under-reporting of the toll fee collected by the agents who are 

entrusted with the job. Problems also include congestion and crowding of vehicles at toll booths 

leading to wastage of time and fuel. 

In order to remove the bottlenecks and ensure seamless movement of traffic and collection of 

toll ETC has been introduced. Some of the major benefits can be listed as: 

1) The vehicles are automatically identified by the system which can be used to track a vehicle. 

2) The vehicles are automatically classified as a 2-wheeler, 4-wheeler or a heavy vehicle and toll 

amount is deducted accordingly. 

3) The vehicles are tracked on road in real time so as to determine the traffic congestion at that 

road, and this information is used to guide other users to choose other route so as to reduce 

congestions. 

It is an ambitious project of GOI through implemented in phased manner by National 

Highways Development Project (NHDP). 
 

Q3).The double-taxation avoidance agreements, which India has signed with many countries 

was in news recently. Examine how this treaty is beneficial to India and its citizens. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/keeping-its-word-

114102901452_1.html 

Ans: 

The double taxation avoidance agreement is an agreement which helps the taxpayer to get relief 

from double taxation on the same income. If India has signed any double taxation agreement 

with any foreign country; it‘s meant that the taxpayer of those countries does not have to pay 

the tax on the same income in both the countries.  

India has signed DTAA with 84 countries to avail the following benefits: 

-There are many NRIs in India who work in a foreign country and get payments from there. 

They will have to pay income tax in both foreign country (where the income is generated) and 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/keeping-its-word-114102901452_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/keeping-its-word-114102901452_1.html
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in source country (India) where the payments are received. To avoid this double taxation, 

DTAA plays vital role. 

-These agreements provide exemption for taxation by providing credits for the taxes paid in one 

of the country so that the tax payer pays no more than the higher of the two tax rates. The 

residence country agrees to give credit for the taxes paid in the source country.  

-Thus, it can foster economic trade and investment in both the countries where the treaty is 

bilateral. This will boost the investment climate for the host country (here India). 

-Besides allocation of exemptions, almost all Indian treaties provide for double tax relief 

through foreign tax credits for sportsmen, students and teachers with special mention in those 

treaties. 

-They can avail their foreign cash credits without being deduced twice. This will encourage 

their talents in the field of sports and education. 

-India was amongst topmost receivers of remittances in 2014 which is another benefit of DTAA. 

 

-Thus, a wide network of tax treaties with various countries facilitates free flow of capital into 

and from India and DTAA is the core for this function. It also takes advantage of the 

transparent information sharing about the taxing procedures and its administrative assistance 

provisions for laying strong foundation for good economic governance in India. 

 

 

Q4) "In recent months, some of domestic compulsions have forced the Indian government to 

take tough stand at some of international fora and have pushed it to breach some of bilateral 

and multilateral treaties." Examine if these steps taken by the Indian government are 

justified. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/keeping-its-word-

114102901452_1.html 

Ans: 

Domestic compulsions will always have an influence on foreign policy. The government is there 

to address the domestic needs. In recent times we had taken a tough stand at least in a few 

agreements which in turn created a negative impression. Some of them are mentioned below. 

1. Black money case- against the provisions of secrecy clause of DTAA the government had 
submitted the list of names to the SC. but only the later action will decide the future outcome.  
2. Stand at WTO - trade facilitation agreement is being considered as an important roadway to 
the prosperity of global economy but India had to oppose it due to its negative externalities. the 
plights of indian farmers who constitute 53% of world force was the domestic compulsion here. 
3. Domestic clause in case of solar panels- as per USA it is a breach to the agreement. but the 
development of domestic industry regarding green energy is vital. and hence government is 
reluctant to remove the clause. Right now we are facing the case at WTO. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/keeping-its-word-114102901452_1.html
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4. Compulsory licensing issue- developed economies argue that it is breech of agreement. yet 
India argues that we have just made effective use of relaxation that is provided to the 
developing economies. The need of public health put a compulsion here. 

Thus compulsions are many. Yet India is going with a sovereign stand. Even if it seems to be 
violation of agreement as alleged by some countries the reality is not. India is going through 
legal means. 
 
DTAA issue- we did not take any action and the information is at SC which is the other wing of 
government itself. 
WTO stand- still it is in the form of negotiations and hence there is no chance for breach at all. 
Domestic clause and compulsory licensing- India interpreted the agreement in other way. 
Whether it is a breach or not is to be decided by the WTO dispute redress mechanism.  
 

 

Q5) Recently the Indian government put a cap on the amount of food-grains to be procured 

from states and also offloaded stored grains in domestic and foreign markets. Explain the 

implications of these measures on the food sector and on the centre-state relations. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/against-inflation-

114102901450_1.html 

Ans: 

Cap on food grain procurement- 
1. Impact on farmers- It will have a negative impact. So far farmer can sell any amount of food 
grains to the government at MSP. The cap leaves some farmers in astray. This may adversely 
affect the Indian farmer. 
2. Impact on government of India- reduces the subsidy burden over state. Also improves the 
effective management of silos and storage. This is important as recently thousands of tons of 
food grains are rotten in silos. 

Offloading grains from the store- 
1. Impact on farmers- it reduces the prices of grains in markets. As a result the farmers would be 
at risk. 
2. Impact on consumers- reduced prices are always desirable to the consumers. 
3. Impact on central government- spoiling of food grains and storing costs can be reduced. 
4. Effect on centre- state relations- the relations would be at stress as the states interests will be 
adversely affected.  
5. Impact on food security- 
the ability of centre to deal with food inflation will be reduced as a result of small sized grain 
storage. Good amount of stores will offer food security to the nation. 

Finally, though the decision may have beneficial effect on central government, the government 
should reconsider the issue or at least the state governments should build more ware houses. 
Storing grains that can address the needs of two years at least must be sought. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/against-inflation-114102901450_1.html
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Q6) The USA has expressed apprehensions regarding the opening of the Asian Infrastructure 

Investment Bank by China and at the same time some analysts have suggested that the USA 

should join the bank instead of criticising it. Examine why. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/william-pesek-learning-to-

love-china-s-new-superbank-114102901451_1.html 

Ans:  

Before going into the Asian infrastructure banks it is essential to understand why the 

developing countries need other banks and Why the Breton woods institution like World Bank 

and IMF are not able to meet the demands of developing countries. For answering the both 

question interestingly the answer remains the same. 

SHIFT IN GLOBAL ECONOMY: 

a) IMF penalized the exchange deficit countries but failed to note the surplus countries which 

resulted in global mis balances in reserves and the surplus made US as the lender of last resort 

rather than IMF. 

b) BOP crisis become a structural feature of developing countries forced to turn into 

IMF are aware that they don‘t have reserve currencies like Europe or US are 

looking for other mechanisms 

c) Governance structure (voting rights) of these institutions is out of order with current 

economic structure and the outdated post world war economy continues. 

d) Huge infrastructure funds are needed in emerging markets which is not able to assure by 

these tiny resources of the institutions 

AMERICA MUST ACCEPT REALITY: 

a) US must accept this reality instead of coating it with Chinese threats. China with 

huge economic expertise with infrastructure development can serve Asian 

demands. 

b) US can also check Chinese domination if it becomes a part of AIIB at least as an 

advisory if it is really concerned about Asia or else the picture that the US 

wants to have its monopoly will remain. 

AIIB will certainly supplement existing Breton Woods‘s institutions and promote Asian growth 

if better governance is practiced. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/william-pesek-learning-to-love-china-s-new-superbank-114102901451_1.html
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Q7) Critically comment on the ethical and legal aspects associated with the treatment of 

undertrials by the authorities in India. 

 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/twothirds-of-prison-inmates-are-

undertrials/article6546572.ece 

http://436a.in/laws-dealing-with-undertrials-in-india-are-flawed/ 

 

Ans: 

● More than two thirds of all inmates in Indian prisons are under-trials. If we include 

those awaiting the disposition of appeals, the figure would increase to close to 80%. 

Ethical Aspect 

● Punishment without being convicted. It is manifestly unjust when people who have not 

yet been found guilty have already spent the whole term of imprisonment that may 

have been imposed-on conviction, behind bars. The presumption of innocence-the 

bedrock of an ethical system, is turned on its head. 

● The injustice is amplified when one finds the backward sections of the society over-

represented in the prison population. 

● The practice of seeking monetary bonds from a surety before granting bail leads to a 

situation where a separate law exists for those who can afford surety and those who 

cannot thus ensuring that the rich go scot free and the indigent suffer-a clear moral 

transgression. 

● The whole idea of punishment as a tool of reformation is abandoned. 

Legal Aspect 

● Inspite of the Supreme Court's clear holding in the Narsimhulu case that bail is the rule 

and jail is the exception, undertrials continue to be imprisoned for long terms. 

● Freedom of movement as promised under Articles 14, 19 and 21 becomes illusory for 

many as they stand arbitrarily imprisoned. 

● No remedy even in cases of deliberate wrongful arrest and confinement. This needs to 

be looked at, especially in the light of Supreme Court holding that violation of 

fundamental rights is a ground for compensation. 

●  A need to re-examine the system of executing bail bonds. A large segment of the under-

trial population is poor and cannot afford bail bonds and surety. Personal bond should 

suffice. 

● Other Issues+Points 

● Article 11.1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights reads: Everyone charged with 

a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent until proven guilty. 

● Despite repeated Supreme Court orders on the rights of undertrials, the jails are filling 

ever faster with them, shows Prisons Statistics for 2013 released by the National Crime 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/twothirds-of-prison-inmates-are-undertrials/article6546572.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/twothirds-of-prison-inmates-are-undertrials/article6546572.ece
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Records Bureau. The number of convicts grew by 1.4 per cent from 2012 to 2013, but the 

number of undertrials shot up by 9.3 per cent during the period. 

● Finally, do we have satisfactory databases about prisoners in various jails? We know 

about central jails. But what about district jails and subjails? That‘s where the bulk of the 

problem lies. 

 

Q8).Do you agree with the view that the CAG should not sensationalise its findings and that 

it should not talk about notional losses while estimating loss to the state‘s exchequer? 

Critically comment. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-constitutional-

impropriety/article6546364.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/cag-asked-not-to-sensationalise-

findings/article6546383.ece 

Ans: 

There are two questions here and both raise quite separate issues. 

The question of sensationalizing findings is a vague one as nobody can possibly define what it 
precisely means. The CAG has certainly released its preliminary investigation reports to the 
national media recently.  

However the "sensationalizing" has happened at the media's end. Releasing audit reports to the 
public is an internationally accepted practice that aims to keep the citizens informed. It serves 
another purpose of building in public pressure to mandate further investigation.  

The Audit department always functions independently of the Government. It would defeat the 
very purpose of audit if the report would only be seen by the Government and a select 
committee of Parliament. 

It would also be improper to say that notional loss must be done away with. If a decision is 
taken malafide, or without proper application of mind, or in an unreasonable or irrational 
manner, it is clear that some financial loss has accrued to the exchequer. 

 This loss may not have actually occurred but that is because all alternatives have been 
foreclosed as a result of the decision. The CAG is merely highlighting that an alternative, more 
reasoned process could have been more efficient. This clearly falls within the CAG's mandate. 

However there is some substance in saying that the CAG should not give out one figure as the 
authoritative statement of loss where the question involved is like the example quoted above. 
The CAG can instead quote separate figures of revenue foregone depending on different 
calculation methods. Happily, the CAG has followed this practice too. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-constitutional-impropriety/article6546364.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-constitutional-impropriety/article6546364.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/cag-asked-not-to-sensationalise-findings/article6546383.ece
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Q9).Examine how recently announced changes to MGNREGA scheme fit with the objectives 

of labour reform measures that the government announced recently. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/reforming-labour-laws-

creating-livelihoods/article6546363.ece 

Ans: 

Currently India wants to improve manufacturing growth to provide jobs to increasing 
workforce. But labour reforms are critical to achieve labour mobility and improving worker 
benefits. Recent labour reforms matches with MGNREGA as mentioned below 

A PERFECT MATCH: 

a) Both are concerned about labour participation and benefits ensuring employment where only 
the location and sectors agriculture or industry which it serves differs. 

b) We are in dire need of shifting our working population from agriculture to manufacturing 
where MGRNEGA which serves rural people involving agriculture can fit in perfectly to make 
them involve in manufacturing. 

c) MGRNEGA platform used to infuse skills to rural youths are similar like linking it to 
apprenticeship programs in industry, plantations and agriculture thereby enabling labour 
mobility. 

d) This shift can develop rural industry development particularly with small and medium scale 
where labour inspection and paperwork are promised to be minimal. 

e) MGRNEGA can also be used for improving gender equality in line with labour reforms such 
as allowing women to work in night shifts. 

f) MGRNEGA sole aim is to provide employment to rural people for securing their livelihood 
akin to labour reforms can achieve this with addition to social security benefits 

g) It can also secure rural investments in agro-based industries or lighter machineries by 
matching labour reforms with increased labour mobility. 

Gandhi has envisioned that the spirit and soul of India rested in villages of where self 
sufficiency is needed. It is time to realize the Gandhi‘s thought by way of skill infusion in 
MGNREGA in rural side which is akin to labour reforms. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/reforming-labour-laws-creating-livelihoods/article6546363.ece
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Secure 31st Oct 14 

Q1).In the light of India‘s poor performance in latest Global Gender Gap Index , 

critically examine how gender inequality affects the economy and what should India 

do to bridge the gender gap.  

Main Article:http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/india-s-secondary-sex-

114103001558_1.html 

Ans: 

By excluding around 50% of its population -which are females- India's goal of social and 

economic growth would only be a distant dream. In this respect, the recently released Global 

Gender Gap Index points out the deteriorating position of women in India. 

Gender Inequality affects the economy in its various dimensions. It turns away the focus of 

education from them, thus keeping a section always uneducated. The denial of inheritance of 

ancestral property, at par with the male counterparts, seizes their economic security. 

 The low number of women parliamentarian, ministers and top decision makers undermines the 

focus of policies to the females. The shrinking participation of women in the workforce, at a low 

rank of 130 as per recent report, keeps the employment rate at a low level.  

Gender inequality also demotivates the otherwise talented Indian females from initiating any 

economic project, besides deterring the foreign women executives to play their effective 

economic roles. 

Some of India's schemes bring some hope by providing adequate reservations to women, the 

33% reservation in MGNREGA's beneficiaries and Panchayati Raj Institutions being the 

examples. More such reservations should be provided to the other schemes as well. Besides, the 

debatable reservations of women in Lok Sabha should be ratified. Adequate incentive should be 

provided to women at all levels to encourage their contribution in nation building. 

The Self Help Groups (SHGs) involving women should be more empowered. The banks and 

financial institutions should be advised to provide them with micro finance and long term loans 

at nominal interest rates to encourage them to take economic activities. Moreover, the NGOs 

should focus expand the scope of their focus to women. The establishment like 'Bharatiya 

Mahila Bank' should be followed in other fields also. 

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India should survey about 

their problems and take measures to eliminate them. 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/india-s-secondary-sex-114103001558_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/india-s-secondary-sex-114103001558_1.html
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GS - II 

Q2) How far, do you think, Gram Sabhas have been able to empower local communities in 

India? Is it good for economy to empower them to take crucial decisions regarding mining 

and setting up of industries in sensitive regions? Critically comment. 

 
Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/taking-away-
forests-tribal-consent-regulations-to-be-diluted-114103100022_1.html 
 
Ans – 
 
The Gram Sabhas provide a platform for the rural people to effectively participate in the 
decision making and to discuss their needs and aspirations. They safeguards the rights of the 
village people by taking into confidence the local communities but the presence of vested 
interest, political interference, lack of participation of people are some factors which defeats the 
very purpose for which they are formed. 
 
The natural resources in forested areas provide sustenance to the people living there. Taking 
away their resources without consulting them is not only unlawful according to Forest Rights 
Act, 2006 but, is also ethically uncalled for. The region provides them with their livelihood 
beside acting as a cultural identity for them like in the case of Niyamgiri.  
 
The land acquisition for mining and setting up of industries result in large scale displacement of 
tribal people, thus turning the tribal to develop anti-governmental attitudes in the form of 
violence. However, the Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 deals with 
these issues from their perspectives, providing relief to them. 
 
Recently, the government is set to dilute the rights of tribals and other forest-dwelling 
communities, doing away with the present legal need for their consent while handing over their 
forest land to industry in large parts of the country.  
It is being widely opposed including strong opposition from the tribal affairs ministry, the 
nodal central government office in charge of protecting these rights of tribals and others under 
the Forest Rights Act (FRA). 
 
Before taking any final decision in this respect, the need is to closely look upon the claims and 
rights of the tribal people and to build consensus among all communities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/taking-away-forests-tribal-consent-regulations-to-be-diluted-114103100022_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/taking-away-forests-tribal-consent-regulations-to-be-diluted-114103100022_1.html
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Q3) Write a critical note about black money problem prevalent within India and the 

measures taken by the government of India to tackle this problem. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/jaitley-asks-tax-

dept-to-focus-on-domestic-black-money-114103001658_1.html 

Ans: 

The size of black money has been increasing in India as it does in every other developing 
country. 

 Factors like parallel economy, size of corruption, concentration of power, opacity in procedures 
are aiding its generation. The black money is self propagated as unaccounted money cannot be 
spent legally.  

This is thus encouraging illegality like money laundering. hawala markets are extending their 
base in India causing damage to the legal economy. Recently hasan ali was found. The size of 
corruption scandals is also ever increasing. Commonly this money is either being invested in 
shell companies abroad or in foreign banks. 

Government of India has taken many efforts to deal with the problem 

Some are mentioned below. 
1. FEMA- to prevent Hawala. 
2. Money laundering act- this also intended to curb down money laundering. 
3. Enforcement department. 
4. Department for economic intelligence. 
5. Fraud prevention in companies- companies bill. Establishment of SIFO. 
6. Diplomatic efforts- like DTAA, FATF agreements. 
7. Committees- to address the issue of black money like special investigating team appointed by 
Supreme Court of India. 
8. Efforts to reduce the size of corruption- lokpal got created. e -governance is being extended. 

Black money erodes economy and legality as well. Hence our efforts must be expedited to tackle 
this problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/jaitley-asks-tax-dept-to-focus-on-domestic-black-money-114103001658_1.html
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GS Paper-3 Economics 

Q4) What do you understand by 'Financial Repression'? It is said that the American Dollar is 

involved in financial repression and undue global dominance, and to stop this there is a 

need to bring cooperative currency standard involving renminbi and US dollar. Comment 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/andrew-sheng-xiao-geng-

american-made-financial-repression-114103001563_1.html 

Ans: 

Financial repression has historically involved a number of government actions to reduce debt—

including lowering interest rates, increasing regulations and restricting capital movements—all 

while maintaining inflation. The goal is to create negative real after-inflation returns and inflate 

away public debt by forcing real rates below GDP growth. 

In the years following World War II, the US dollar was seen as an attractive peg for currencies 

worldwide. It helped post War economies rebuild by providing fixed interest rates and helping 

them combat the effects of hyper inflation. 

However lately, the US' own domestic woes and its growing non competitive-ness vis a vis the 

rising economies of Asia have led it to indulge in financial arm-twisting. It has tried to force 

better performing countries to strengthen their exchange rates which has unleashed stagnation 

of the sort seen in Japan. 

The only way out of this mess is for the US to recognise that its own economic mismanagement 

and gaping fiscal deficit is the cause of the problem. Rising US interest rates are not going to 

help either. The US Government must realise that capital controls per se are not a bad thing. 

Empty free market rhetoric is going to have a domino effect in Asia where plans to boost 

domestic consumption will end unsuccessfully. It must co-operate with the Chinese to stop this 

unfair protectionist tendency displayed towards the dollar and to contribute towards global 

economic stability. 

 

More on financial repression: 

http://www.theactuary.com/features/2013/12/blights-and-boons-of-financial-repression/ 
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Q5) Write a note on the Global Slavery Index and critically comment on the modern slavery 

that is rampant in South Asia. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/lipika-pelham-enslaved-

abroad-oppressed-at-home-114103001559_1.html 

Ans: 

Though slave trade has officially been eliminated before 200 years back on humanitarian 

grounds, its practices can't be prohibited completely even in modern era where human rights 

prevail. In 2013, Global Slavery Index- prepared by an entity of Australia and backed by many 

influential personalities and organization- indicates that India tops the rank in modern form of 

slavery followed by Pakistan. 

In South Asia, slavery is more rampant in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and other countries 

which have large share in global population but proportion of skilled laborers and rate of 

unemployment aggravate many dimensions to this problems:- 

1. Human trafficking. 

2. Bonded laborers- Child, Maid, begging etc in urban and rural field. 

3. Forced prostitution is a major component of modern slavery. Not to be forgotten the recent 

stance of Supreme Court on exponential growth of missing girl child presents vague but harsh 

reality. 

4. Male dominating husbands in family making women enslaved to their wish. 

5. Compels castes hierarchy and social structure enslaving weaker sections more vulnerable to 

their slaves 

The major causes of being slavery rampant in South Asia are: 

1. High population 

2. Lack of law enforcement agencies and their functioning 

3. Low Income 

4. Illiteracy 

5. Societal norms and culture. 

 

 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/lipika-pelham-enslaved-abroad-oppressed-at-home-114103001559_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/lipika-pelham-enslaved-abroad-oppressed-at-home-114103001559_1.html


Insights Secure Compilation – October 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                               INSIGHTS Page 227 
 

Q6) Critically examine the role played by Indira Gandhi in the post-independence 

consolidation and reorganisation of India. 

Main Article:  

Ans: 

 Indira Gandhi was born November 19, 1917, in Allahabad, to Jawaharlal and Kamala Nehru. 

She was the third Prime Minister of India and second-longest-serving Prime Minister of India 

on Shastri‘s sudden death in January 1966, and the only woman to hold the office for 16 years. 

She became ‗Woman of the Millennium‘ and ‗Empress of India‘ and she was also an inspiration 

to people in other Third World nations. 

 The major role played by Gandhi in post independent  

consolidation and reorganization-- 

1) TERRITORIAL DISPUTES: In 1966, Gandhi reorganized Punjab on linguistic lines to prvent 

political conflict between Hindus and Sikhs .Victory over Pakistan in 1971 consolidated Indian 

power in Kashmir, in addition India maintained amicable relations with Bangladesh . In 1975, 

Gandhi declared the state of Jammu and Kashmir as a constituent unit of India. 

2) NATIONAL SECURITY: In 1972, Gandhi granted 

statehood to Meghalaya, Manipur and Tripura, while the North-East Frontier Agency was 

declared a union territory and renamed Arunachal Pradesh enhanced strategic significance. 

3) FOOD SECURITY 

4) ECONOMIC SECURITY : In fourth five year plan Indira Gandhi made an initiative of 

reaching every resource in general to poor but particular to rural under privileged by GARIBHI 

HATAO ,famous slogan resulted in sustainable development of the nation. 

 

NEGATIVES 

1) The horrors of emergency are still fresh among many. 
2) Excessive centralization reduced India‘s chances of growth.  
3) Kitchen cabinet style functioning negated various groups of the country. Non transparent 
working style spawned massive corruption in public functionaries. Her banning the political 
donation by private parties, led to setting up of parallel economy that extends to this date. 

 

 

It can be seen that effects were mixed. 
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Above all, Despite Gandhi faced hardships in her political journey, her supreme and ebullient 

role in reorganization of states and solving disputes amicably created long lasting welcoming 

red carpet of altruistic strategic foreign relations. 

 

Q7) What are the objectives of monetary policy in India? In a recent general budget the 

government talked about the need for modern monetary policy framework. Examine why. 

 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/modernising-the-

monetary-policy/article6550442.ece 

 

Ans: 

Objectives 

● According to the RBI Act 1934, the objective of Monetary Policy is focused on 

maintaining price stability, ensuring adequate flow of credit for growth and securing 

financial stability. 

Need for Modern Monetary Policy 

● The government at the centre has mooted the idea of setting the targets of inflation, and 

instructing the RBI to work for its furtherance. With growth in its mind, the decision has 

come on that background. 

● To meet the challenge of an increasing complex economy. 

● Transparency in decision making for credibility and confidence of market. 

● For better Communication. 

● Monetary Policy fails to tackle Budgetary Deficit- The higher level of budget deficit has 

made Monetary Policy ineffective. 

● The coverage area of Monetary Policy is limited- Monetary Policy covers only 

commercial banking sector. Other non-banking institutions remain untouched. It limits 

the effectiveness of the Monetary Policy in India. 

● Money market is not organized- There is a huge size of money market in our country. It 

does not come under the control of the RBI. Thus any tools of the Monetary Policy do 

not affect the unorganized money market making Monetary Policy less effective. 

Conclusion 

● The challenge for India is to unwind the expansionary policies harmoniously since 

inconsistencies between fiscal and monetary policies can be costly in economic terms. 

●  Even after the monetary stance has been changed to one of tight control, price rise has 

not abated. Double digit inflation continues to stalk India. Food inflation, possibly 

created out of supply shocks, adds momentum to the spiralling inflation. 

● Monetary policy and financial sector reforms in India had to be fine-tuned to meet these 

challenges. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/modernising-the-monetary-policy/article6550442.ece
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Q8) ―Most of the chaos and turmoil in West Asia today can be traced to events during and 

after World War I.‖ Examine. 

 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/the-mesopotamia-

mess/99/ 

 

Ans: 

The conflict in the Middle East has its roots in the disruption of the organic structure of polity 
by European powers post World War I. Some of these are listed below: 

a) The division of the Levant into French and British zones of influence through the Sykes-Picot 
Line. This line cut through territory without any regard to tribal and communal affiliations. It 
serves as the official border of Syria and Iraq to this date and his often cited in IS propaganda as 
a Western conspiracy to destabilise the Islamic world. 

b) The Balfour declaration of 1917 promised a Jewish State in Palestine without consulting the 
indigenous Palestinians themselves. This led to the Arab Revolt in the 1930s and the reprisals by 
Irgun and Haganah. The relationship became so fraught that no consensus was possible even 
after the 2nd World War. The unrest in Palestine-Israel continues to this date. 

c) The puppet rulers sought to be established after the War in the Middle East proved to be 
autocrats unwilling to democratise. They smothered all local dissent and sought to perpetuate 
dynastic rule. Growing unrest led to the execution of the King in Iraq and the rise to power of 
the pan Arabist Baath Party elsewhere. 

d) Contrary to the promises made by Major TE Lawrence, independence was not granted to the 
Arabs after they revolted against the Ottoman Empire. This bred distrust of the West among the 
tribes. The United Kingdom also led down their Hashemite Allies in the Hejaz by permitting a 
Wahhabi takeover. Much of modern Islamist extremism may be traced to liberal funding by the 
Wahhabis. 
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Q9) Some analysts argue that India should join the coalition that is fighting against the 

Islamic State in Iraq and Syria keeping in mind its long-term geopolitical, economic and 

security interests. Do you agree? Substantiate. 

 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/high-price-of-cheap-

oil/99/ 

 

Ans: 

In line with the growing public opinion against the IS, it has been suggested that India should 
join the military effort against the Islamic State. It will tie up with the greater role that India 
expects to play in the region as American hegemony over the Middle East slowly collapses. I 
however submit that this is a dangerous path to tread with many unforeseen consequences. My 
reasons are: 

a).No time table for military action: The IS is not a conventional army. As a loose tribal alliance 
in a heavily militarized part of the world, it can go on fighting in a guerrilla fashion for as long 
as it cares to. We have seen how Israel's attempts at dislodging Hamas and Hizbollah have only 
provoked further Intifadas. India risks being drawn into an unending war in the Middle East. 

b) Loss of soft power: Inspite of the IS‘s brutality, it still enjoys some support from Sunni Arabs 
who had found themselves harassed over the last decade by the assertive Shia militias.  

India has enjoyed great goodwill in the Middle East since the days of Pandit Nehru. If the 
Sunnis do come to power in Syria and Iraq, India would end up on the wrong side of them for a 
long time without winning any special brownie points from the Shias anyway. 

 

 

-----------------------------------------------------xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx---------------------------------------------------

------- 
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