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Secure - 1st  Nov 2014 

GS3 

Q1) Critically examine the sources of black money and the reasons for its growth in India. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/sunanda-k-datta-
ray-black-money-and-black-holes-114103101690_1.html 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/secrecy-in-the-name-of-
privacy/article6554176.ece 

Ans: 

Over the years, the magnitude of black money in India has grown tremendously. The 
urgent need is to curb its creation, thereby reducing the adverse effects it has on the 
economy. 

The sources of black money are innumerable. The important ones are as follows: 

• Income tax, corporation tax, excise duty and customs duty evasion. 
• Black income from exports. 
• Evasion of state taxes. 
• Bribes, illegal commissions. 
• Goods supply to black market. 
• Unaccounted stock-market profit. 
• Interest earned from unorganized credit market. 
• Flourishing real estate business in India. 
• Activities of smuggling, drug trafficking, etc. 

The reasons for growth of black money in India are various, the most important being 
the lack of political will to contain the same.  

Besides, high rate of taxation, economy of shortage and licensing system, donation to 
political parties, rampant corruption, ineffective enforcement of tax laws, corruption in 
business practices, delayed prosecution against the illicit money creators are also 
responsible for its proliferation in India. 

GS - I 

Q2) Compare and contrast the person Jawaharlal Nehru was before and after 

independence. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/t-c-a-srinivasa-

raghavan-the-two-phases-of-jln-114103101653_1.html 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/sunanda-k-datta-ray-black-money-and-black-holes-114103101690_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/sunanda-k-datta-ray-black-money-and-black-holes-114103101690_1.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/secrecy-in-the-name-of-privacy/article6554176.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/secrecy-in-the-name-of-privacy/article6554176.ece
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/t-c-a-srinivasa-raghavan-the-two-phases-of-jln-114103101653_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/t-c-a-srinivasa-raghavan-the-two-phases-of-jln-114103101653_1.html
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Ans – 

Jawaharlal Nehru emerged as the paramount leader of the Indian independence 

movement under the guardianship of Mahatma Gandhi and ruled India from its 

establishment as an independent nation in 1947 until his death in office in 1964. 

Nehru Before independence:  

 

1. Though Nehru wasn‘t exactly convinced with the functioning of the Indian National 

Congress, which was dominated by the English-knowing upper class elite, yet he 

participated in the civil rights campaign initiated by Gandhi. He condemned the Indian 

Civil Service (ICS) for its support of British policies. 

2. The slow pace of the nationalist movement irked Nehru who joined hands with the 

aggressive nationalist leaders, demanding Home Rule for Indians. Though he 

contributed both for Besant and Tilak league, his contribution was greater for the 

former. Nehru rose to prominence in the National Congress so much so that he was 

elected to the post of the general secretary of the Congress. He was instrumental in 

making the struggle of common people in the princely states, a part of the nationalist 

movement. 

3. Nehru participated for complete national independence by joining civil disobedience 
movement, salt satyagraha and home rule movement. In 1947, as India rejoiced the 
withdrawal of British from the Indian soil, it suffered the pain of partition, as the British 
had decided to partition the country into two – India and Pakistan. 
 

Nehru After independence:  

 

1. Nehru was appointed the head of the interim government. Though he made 

numerous attempts to convince the British of not dividing the country but Mohammad 

Ali Jinnah‘s powerful opposition, communal violence and political disorder forced him 

to reluctantly accept the same. Pakistan was formed on August 14, 1947 and Nehru 

became the first Prime Minister of independent India. 

2. Nehru propelled India towards modern age of technological advancements and 

innovations. Furthermore, Nehru greatly professed democratic value and equality for 

all, irrespective of caste, color or creed. Nehru, during his term as the Prime Minister, 

brought forward radical changes in domestic, international, economic, agricultural and 

social policies. 

3. Furthermore, it was Nehru who laid the stepping stone for the foundation of the 

National Defence Academy India and the Atomic Energy Commission of India (AEC). 

Despite being a follower of peace and non-violence, he realised the importance of 

defence and tried to equip the country with the best modern equipments and defence 

methods to safeguard the freedom of the nation. 
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Ans – 

JL Nehru has been an extremely dynamic personality who adapted to various need of 

Indians with respect to time. 

 

Pre independence Nehru:- 

1. Radical Orientation with S.C. Bose, who believed in stern actions and mass movement 

s to overthrow British rule. 

2. Socialist in ideology & formed the Leftist group of Indian national congress. He 

believed in land reforms, organized Kisan sabhas etc. 

3. Rural-Centric which believed in Gandhi's ideology of "India's soul lies in its villages". 

Post Independence:- 

1. Became Liberal in outlook and despite differences accommodate a large number of 

political dissenting views and gave space to all section and political parties in decision 

making. 

2. Followed MIXED ECONOMY over socialist economy which gave a restricted space to 

private sector as well. 

3. Adopted Urban-rural approach by focussing on Panchayats (BR Mehta committee ) on 

one hand and investing on developing infrastructure like urban cities, River valley 

projects etc. 

 

GS3(Technology) 

Q3) The Union government wants to install 100,000 MW (or 100 GW) of solar power 

generating capacity during next five years (by 2019). Examine the challenges this grand 

scheme might face and the opportunities it might provide. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/t-n-ninan-the-
audacity-of-hope-114103101655_1.html 

Ans: 

Union government's plan to install 100 Gw of solar power by 2019 is an audacious move 
when compared to previous target of 20 Gw by 2022. There has been a 5 fold increase in 
target with a simultaneous decrease in time line. Current capacity is a meager 2.6 Gw. 

Challenges in this scheme is: 
1. technical challenges: to bring down the cost per unit of power as currently it is higher 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/t-n-ninan-the-audacity-of-hope-114103101655_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/t-n-ninan-the-audacity-of-hope-114103101655_1.html
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than present cost 
2. Policy and production challenges: to produce the equipment at home rather than 
order them all from the Chinese and Americans, who are clamouring against 
protectionism 
3. Financial challenges: huge investments are required 
4. Land acquisition on a large scale needs to be done\ 
5. Improving the capacity utilisation of solar power 

But the opportunities are also commensurate:  
1. it would give rise to new business with assured demand 
2. It would help to provide electricity in areas yet to be electrified as it is expensive to 
provide grid power there 
3. It would help lower our imports of coal and would save valuable foreign exchange 
4. It would also lower our carbon emissions and thus would better our stand at climate 
talks. 

This ambitious plan of the government faces many constraints but if implemented in a 

proper way will play a vital role in setting the tone for any such future schemes. 

 

GS3 
Q4) Write a note on the 80:20 scheme for gold import in India. Recently there was 
a talk of revamping the scheme. Examine why. 
 
Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/80-20-scheme-for-
gold-import-set-for-revamp-114103101073_1.html 
 
Ans:  

80:20 scheme of RBI puts a compulsory export of 20% gold as furnished product by 
Indian importers. 

80:20 gold import scheme was introduced by RBI 
because of viz. 

1. Control Current Account Deficit which inflated manifold due to gold import. 

2. Prevent loss of precious Forex reserve which was being used for luxury item like gold 
which was not as important as essential item like coal, petroleum etc. 

3. Discourage gold importers from investing too much in gold. 

4. Also, discourage domestic investor in investing in physical asset while promoting 
financial asset. 

5. To maintain Exchange rate stability 

Need for revamping of scheme:- 

1. Rise in export of fake jewellary or or substandard which are difficult to identify. 

2. Almost Zero value addition 

3. Increase in smuggling and hawala transaction 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/80-20-scheme-for-gold-import-set-for-revamp-114103101073_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/80-20-scheme-for-gold-import-set-for-revamp-114103101073_1.html
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Solution:- 

1. Strict vigilance by implementing agencies 

2. Fixing Quota for each trader 

3. Investigate and punish the culprits. 
 

 

 

 

GS-2 International Relations 

Q5). Critically comment on recent internal developments in Myanmar and their effect on 

India. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-international/myanmar-

president-opens-unprecedented-talks-with-suu-kyi-army/article6554186.ece 

Historical background: 

 Myanmar, also known as Burma, was long considered a pariah state, isolated 

from the rest of the world with an appalling human rights record. 

 From 1962 to 2011, the country was ruled by a military junta 

 The generals who ran the country stood accused of gross human rights abuses, 

including the forcible relocation of civilians and the widespread use of forced 

labour, including children. 

 The first general election in 20 years was held in 2010. This was hailed by the 

junta as an important step in the transition from military rule to a civilian 

democracy, though opposition groups alleged widespread fraud and 

condemned the election as a sham. 

 It was boycotted by the main opposition group, Aung San Suu Kyi's National 

League for Democracy (NLD) 

 A nominally civilian government led by President Thein Sein was installed in 

March 2011. 

 However, a new constitution brought in by the junta in 2008 entrenched the 

primacy of the military. 

Ethnic Tensions 

 The largest ethnic group 

is the Burman people, distantly 

related to the Tibetans and 

Chinese. Burman dominance 

over Karen, Shan, Rakhine, 
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Mon, Rohingya, Chin, Kachin and other minorities has been the source of 

considerable ethnic tension and has fuelled intermittent protests and separatist 

rebellions.  

 Simmering violence between Buddhists and the Muslim Rohingya erupted in 

2013 

 

 

 

 

 

Ans:   

Myanmar has a long history of political and ethnic unrest. Military junta has been 

running the country since 1962. Due to this, democracy of the country has been 

suffering. The rulling leaders of the country had been accused of inhuman behaviour 

towards the people including the children. Though they tried to bring democratic 

reforms but the main opposition group lead by Aun San Suu Kyi boycotted the 

elections.  

However, due to the efforts of the National Democratic League, the president Thein Sein 

has initiated the pro-democratic initiative. This move will have many positive effects for 

Myanmar and India too: 

 It will specifically give a boost to India‘s Look East Policy. 

 With the increasing Rohingya tensions in the country, it is an equally big tension 

for India too. As the Rohingya immigrants create an internal security issue.  

 Strong democracy will also help to curb the terrorism issues.  

 A strong democratic Government in Myanmar will ensure steady and positive 

growth initiatives like ASEAN, BMIC-EC. 

A fair election in the country will not only open more options for Myanmar but also 

India too as it is one of the important trade partner and also a neighbouring country 

with a significant market existence. 

GS3 

Q6) Write a critical note on one rank, one pension scheme and its implications. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/one-rank-one-

pension-scheme-pushes-up-defence-pension-bill/article6554209.ece 

Ans:  

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/one-rank-one-pension-scheme-pushes-up-defence-pension-bill/article6554209.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/one-rank-one-pension-scheme-pushes-up-defence-pension-bill/article6554209.ece
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One Rank, one pension scheme is based on principal of natural justice which demands 

that all army personnel who retire from same rank irrelevant of year of retirement 

would receive the same pension. Earlier pension received by army personnel was based 

on rank and year of retirement. 

Hence a person who retired 20 years back and after 2 pay commission hikes he would 

still be receiving pittance compared to his junior who would retire today. 

Army personnel retire at generally an early age, 37 for jawans and 54 for officers which 

means that they have long life ahead of them based on alternative employment and 

pension only. For little educated jawans, finding alternative employment with high 

enough salary was a problem. Hence they primarily depended on pensions which over 

the years eroded due to inflation. This led to demand of OROP. 

Positives:- 

1. It will be huge morale booster for the defense personnel who till now were 

discriminated for unjustified reasons. 

2. High morale of defense will ensure a more vigilant and robust security architecture of 

the country. 

3. This will foster A-14 i.e. right to equality as a constitutional value. 

Negatives:- 

1. It poses a huge challenge to govt. exchequer whose budget is expected to increase by 

40%. 

2. Similar demands in other services like Paramilitary forces too are likely to be raised. 

3. The fate of those who retired before 2006 still is not clear as retrospection may or may 

not be there. 

Such decisions are extremely important thus should be taken timely base upon 

opportunity cost without politicizing it. 

 
 

GS2 

Q7) Write a note on the highlights and importance of ―The New Delhi Declaration on 

Education‖ recently announced by the SAARC countries. 

 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/saarc-

countries-chart-common-education-agenda/article6552942.ece 

 

Ans: 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/saarc-countries-chart-common-education-agenda/article6552942.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/saarc-countries-chart-common-education-agenda/article6552942.ece
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● The second meeting of Education Ministers of the South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 

● Attended by representatives of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, 

Nepal, Pakistan & Sri Lanka. 

● The Ministers issued a joint statement titled 'The New Delhi Declaration on 

Education.' 

● Pakistan's Higher Education Commission, proposed a SAARC education and 

research network for sharing information and communication between the 

member countries. 

Highlights 

● Enhancing the learning and development readiness of preschool age children. 

● Ensuring education for all. 

● Expanding skill development. 

● Facilitating mutual recognition of qualifications and mobility of students and 

teachers. 

● Expanding alternative ways of learning like open and distance education. 

 

 

Importance 

● South Asian region has a lot to do more in human development and education 

can be one of the main drivers. 

● Would help in fostering better regional ties and gives a chance to India for 

leading from front through its own experience in the use of Information and 

Communication Technology in education, development and sharing of e-

resources, connectivity, e-learning and Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs). 

● Educational linkages by exchange of students will also lead to cultural exchanges 

and thereby promoting ―Cultural Tourism‖ since member nations are endowed 

with variety of ancestral heritages. 

● People will be less vulnerable to be recruited by Terrorist Org. 

June 2015 

● Will formulate ―post-2015 education development goals‖. Expert group will 

meet in 2015, June for this @Maldives 

 

 

GS2 

Q8).It is said that overall a much more confident, credible and effective national security 

and foreign policy is predicted to emerge over the next five years. Critically examine the 

recent trends and changes in India‘s foreign policy. 

Main Article:  

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/recalibrating-indias-foreign-

policy/article6554178.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/recalibrating-indias-foreign-policy/article6554178.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/recalibrating-indias-foreign-policy/article6554178.ece
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Ans: 

Introduction 

The recent diplomatic activity from newly elected govt has shown new vigour and a 

stronger stand in our foreign policy which is a deviation from the past government. 

Though UPA government took part in lots of diplomatic efforts and dialogs but it was 

tied down due to coalition politics at the centre.  Followings could be outlined as the 

emerging trends and changes in the foreign policy: 

Theme: 

 1).Modi's new message of Make in India and India first: There has been a remarkable 

clarity in the focus of the new government. It has clearly placed "Indian interest" first in 

terms of technological and economic development as focus of all foreign relations 

2) Greater orientation of domestic and foreign policies towards these objectives based on 

cost benefit analysis and not on ideological consideration like non alignment 

3) Greater emphasis on overall national power- recognizing economic power as its 

foundation, but also giving greater role to military power. The later will include clearer 

appreciation of all conventional and unconventional external threat and befitting 

response to them. 

4) Emphasis on soft power i.e. Diaspora 

5) Freeing up of self imposed historical and mental constraints on developing the 

relationship with any country to its full potential. For instance exploring full potential of 

Indo-china relations regardless of considering how Japan takes it. 

1. India's stand at WTO Bali agreement regarding the food security program 

2. India's retaliation towards Pakistan's constant firing at borders and snapping foreign 

secretaries meet after Pakistan's interference in Kashmir. Following this Pentagon has 1st 

time openly recognized the role of Pakistan is waging a proxy war against India 

 

4.India's focus on regional ties as was evident on invitation to SAARC leaders in the 

swearing in ceremony. 

Conclusion 

If seen from other angle of diplomacy: 

1. Deals with Japan were on the plate due to efforts of previous government 

2. Border skirmishes continuing even when the Chinese president was on visit 

3. No substantial deals made on US visit 

4. Bangladesh visit also brought no substantial efforts 
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5. Nepal visit by PM could not lead to power transfer agreement 

6. Also no stand on the West Asia 

So we need to wait and watch how the policy develops in future and whether it leads to 

substantial results or not. 
 

GS2 

Q9) ―In India, we have given ourselves a democratic structure of governance but our 

values are highly feudal. So far as the police force is concerned, it is colonial in its 

structure, as well as values.‖ Critically comment. 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/colonial-structure-

feudal-values/99/ 

Ans: 

A nation becomes truly democratic when the institutions and the Civil Services which 
help in running the democracy are themselves functioning in a democratic manner. 
These institutions and civil services would go a long way in spreading the ideals of 
democracy in the society in the long run.  

This is based on the fact that in a developing nation like India Civil Services command 
huge respect from the society and thus can help in spreading the democratic culture. 

But the case of Indian Police Force is far from the democratic culture, in reality. Though 
the men on ground that is the policemen from lower ranks serve as a front line force for 
internal security, they command no respect from the general public. 

 Added to this is the rough and rude attitude from senior officials. They are often abused 
and assaulted by politicians. Low salary, no proper accommodation demotivates these 
officials.  

As observed by the National police Commission, the manner in which police personnel 
at lower level behave towards public is largely conditioned by the manner in which they 
are treated upon by their seniors.  
The use of the phrase " inferior officers" in section 7 of the Police Act " Appointments, 
Dismissal etc of the inferior officers" even after 67 years of independence, shows that the 
managerial philosophy of police is still based on the distrust of lower ranks, as was the 
case pre independence. These are living proofs of the authoritarian and feudal culture 
which prevails in the front line force of the world's largest democracy. 

If the police force is to emerge as a professional and accountable force a high level of 
trust has to be created between the senior officials and policemen at lower ranks.  

Doing away with the orderly system where constables are appointed as orderlies, 
removing the term " inferior officials" from the police act and thus reforming the 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/colonial-structure-feudal-values/99/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/colonial-structure-feudal-values/99/
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managerial philosophy would bridge the gulf between senior and lower rank officials 
and transform the police force into a democratic and trustworthy institution. 

Secure 3rd Nov 2014 

GS2:-POLITY 

Q1).The Planning Commission‘s importance gradually reduced over the years as India 

moved from a Soviet-style controlled economy to a more market-driven one.‖ Comment 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/politics/battered-bruised-

planning-commission-loses-more-of-its-teeth-114110300027_1.html 

Ans: 

 Planning Commission, a Nehruvian era body focuses towards drafting the socio-

economic plan for country. After the phase of economic revolution in 1991, the license 

raj policy has taken a U-turn. Similarly planning commission that have emphasis on 

government industries - massive investment in basic and heavy industries is drifted 

towards privatization. 

IMPORTANCE: -  

1. It played a crucial role in policy formulation in critical areas of development such as 

rural health, drinking water, energy security, and environment protection. 

2. It worked as a link between the finance ministry and other ministries, coordinating 

with them for expenditure allocations in sync with plan. 

3. In 1970s even the location of public sector establishment was to decided by this 

institution and till few months back the CM of states had to line up before the Planning 

commission to get their plans sanctioned and funds allocated.. 

DIMINISHING IMPORTANCE:- 

 

1.  The new central govt decision to replace it with some other new institution for quick 

decision making. 

2. The process of fixing the Plan expenditure for the Union Budget to be taken over by 

the finance ministry. 

3. The finance ministry has also taken over the task of determining the annual Plan size 

of states. 

4.  Ministries and departments are not insisting to take clearance from planning 

commission before making policy papers over important matters. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/politics/battered-bruised-planning-commission-loses-more-of-its-teeth-114110300027_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/politics/battered-bruised-planning-commission-loses-more-of-its-teeth-114110300027_1.html


INSIGHTS SECURE Q&A COMPILATION NOVEMBER-2014 FIRST WEEK 

 

http://insightsonindia.com                         INSIGHTS Page 19 
 

5. MTA – Mid-term appraisal is still pending for 12th year plan which shows 

diminishing importance of Planning Commission.. 

6. After post liberalization, planning commission is changed towards indicative 

approach rather than directional. 

7. 5 year plans are made on optimal utilization of resources rather then allocative 

approach. 

8. Major reforms taken in 2014, when planned budget estimates for next fiscal year i.e. 

2015-16 by various ministries have submitted directly to finance ministry instead of 

planning commission that has a reputation of unrivaled financial might. 

9. Recently office of independent evaluation is wound down that comes under Planning 

Commission. 

10. UIDAI, department comes under planning commission is planned to move under 

Department of electronics and IT. 

Conclusion 
Being a federal country and having a market driven economy, it‘s quite obvious that role 
of planning commission is diminishing. For drafting 5 year plan we still need a 
commission that lay down the views that helps in the growth of the country. If needed, 
planning commission should be named as Growth commission that is totally focused 
towards the creation of draft of 5 year plan. 
The excessive decision making powers regarding the finance and other policy matters 

given to it over the other constitutional bodies were always a question of debate. It only 

promoted bigger role for centre in development and the replacement of this institution is 

a good decision .There is need to understand that centre is no longer only the driving 

force of the economy in the changing world. The changing equations between centre 

state relations brings out the importance of greater role of states in planning and 

decision making. The new institution should also try to rope in private enterprises in 

developmental role if we want to achieve faster inclusive growth. 

 

GS - III 

Q2) Analyse the effect of falling crude prices on various stakeholders in the Indian 

economy. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/crude-oil-price-

fall-cheers-some-distresses-others-114110300005_1.html 

Ans: 

INTRO 

India's import dependence is as high as 74% for crude, this makes Indian economy 

vulnerable to volatility in crude prices. There are many consequences of falling crude oil 

prices, like Regulatory effect - Diesel prices have been deregulated following Kirit 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/crude-oil-price-fall-cheers-some-distresses-others-114110300005_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/crude-oil-price-fall-cheers-some-distresses-others-114110300005_1.html
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Parakh committe recommendations, this will have salutary effect on reducing CAD and 

subsidies burden on Indian economy. 

The positive effect will be 

1) control on inflation 

2) Control on Fiscal deficit and trade deficit 

3) Deregulation of oil prices have become easy 

4) Reduced subusidy budget will lead to management of fiscal deficit target of 4.1% 

5) more budget for development process 

6) decreased tax burden on people 

7) Increased competitiveness of Indian goods 

8) Boost to automobile sector 

9) Boost to economy as money saved from buying fuel will go in buying consumer 

goods 

10) Increased capital formation due to increase in savings 

Negative effects will  

1) More wastage of fuel as people will be less cautious to save fuel and will use personal 

vehicle than mass transport system 

2) More enviromental pollution due to increase fuel use 

3) Global warming due to increased fuel use 

4) More competition from developing nations like China, Korea, Japan who are importer 

of oil. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Economy Effect - Lower CAD, subsidies burden of govt would ease debt market in 

India and would allow govt to spend more on better targeted welfare measures. 

However inflation would now be dependent on market determined fuel prices hence 

less stable. Lower crude prices would have cascading effect by lowering cost of 

transportation hence lowering inflation. 

Manufacturing - Lower crude prices would lower prices for feedstock of fertilizer 
companies, gas based power producers, potentially encourage car sales hence it will 
have net positive effect on crude importing country like India. 
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Impact would be negative for private refineries like Essar, Reliance etc however it will 
have good effect on ONGC, OIL, IOC etc state owned companies who foot the bill of 
under-recoveries. 

Overall lower crude prices will have positive effect on Indian economy by increasing 

consumer surplus which now could be saved or spent hence stimulating economy on 

higher growth path. 

 

The sudden slump in oil prices, which have fallen 15% in the past three months, is the 

major problems for the world‘s great oil powers. From the very recent data, Goldman 

Sachs cut its forecast for Brent to $85 a barrel earlier it was $100 and reduced its 

projection for US crude oil or west Texas Intermediate to $75 from $ 90, both the prices is 

expected to slip even lower. However, the falling prices of crude oil brought cheer for 

India. 

In effect to the falling price, ONGC and Oil India are the real beneficiary, since the 

subsidy burden will get reduced sharply so the net amount it realised from the products 

after providing discounts to oil market companies will get increases. ONGC, Oil India 

and GAIL have been providing for 40-50 percent of the total under-recovery burden of 

the oil marketing companies with the govt sharing remaining. Moreover, ONGC is 

expected to gain around Rs 4,700crore in profits post the increase in gas price. 

In case of Oil India, as it bears 10 percent of the subsidy burden and would see its net 

realisation improve from $47 a barrel in 2013-214 and the company will also get benefit 

from the gas price increase. 

Conclusion 

Although India is getting benefit from the falling Oil prices, but all other economy is 

started facing the negative impact of falling Oil prices, for example, the current scenario 

could send Russia into a recession. Iran‘s economy, which depends on oil for the most of 

its exports revenue is going to get adverse effect as a result of depletion of Oil price in 

the Global market. 

 
 

GS-3 

Q3).Examine the various ways through which financial literacy can be imparted to rural 

people effectively. Also explain the importance of financial literacy for women in India. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/long-term-

training-improves-financial-literacy-among-rural-women-iim-a-study-

114110200690_1.html 

Cursory reads: http://www.rbi.org.in/scripts/BS_SpeechesView.aspx?Id=779 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/long-term-training-improves-financial-literacy-among-rural-women-iim-a-study-114110200690_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/long-term-training-improves-financial-literacy-among-rural-women-iim-a-study-114110200690_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/long-term-training-improves-financial-literacy-among-rural-women-iim-a-study-114110200690_1.html
http://www.rbi.org.in/scripts/BS_SpeechesView.aspx?Id=779
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Ans: 

The term financial literacy means to possess knowledge and understanding of the 

financial matters .It is generally associated with personal finance matters like savings, 

insurance, planning retirement etc. 

65% of the population of India resides in rural areas which makes a compelling case for 

imparting financial literacy to rural people. 

Ways of imparting financial literacy to rural people: 

1). Outreach visits by the top executive of the RBI to remote villages helps in 

disseminating information to rural people about the benefits of being connected to a 

formal financial system. 

2). National and State level rural livelihood missions have large number of field 

functionaries for proper support to large number of Self Help Groups. 

3). Conduct of Financial Literacy programmes by Rural Self Employment Training 

Institutes 

4). Through Mass media campaigns which are launched through  tie ups with 

educational institutes, financial awareness workshops/helplines, books, pamphlets and 

publications on financial literacy by NGOs, financial market players, etc. 

Financial literacy important for women because: 

1).Family system in India revolves around various roles played by a woman. A 

financially literate woman helps in stabilising the financial setting of a family. This leads 

to an overall better financial inclusion. 

2).Women empowerment: financial literacy empowers women to work for their own 

betterment by utilising the financial products available to her. 

Financial literacy is a vital factor for promoting financial inclusion which indeed is the 

ultimate aim of the all the schemes and policies. 

 

 

 

GS Paper-3 :Energy/Industrial Policy/Economic Develpment 

Q4) "Possibly the biggest reform to have transpired since the Monopolies and Restrictive 

Trade Practices (MRTP) Act was scrapped in 1991 was the October (2014) privatisation of 

India's coal sector." Analyse. 

Main Articles: 
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http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/coal-decision-could-light-up-the-

entire-east-114110300023_1.html 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/a-k-bhattacharya-mine-over-

matter-114110200709_1.html 

 

Ans:   

The industrial Policy of 1991 scrapped the threshold limit of assets for MRTP firms  and 

these firms were allowed to invest without prior approval and it was a part of structural 

reforms introduced to change the entire outlook towards industrial development to 

increase its effectiveness and global competitiveness. 

 The govt.‘s decision to  promulgate coal ordinance  is bold as well as ambitious like the 

decision to scrap MRTP Act in 1991 and  has paved the way for opening up of 

commercial coal mining by the private sector. 

 

Positive impact: 

The govt. responding to the issues  raised by the SC by promulgating coal ordinance and 

translating it into a legal framework in a short time indicates the seriousness of the new 

govt to get this sector moving  

The e-auction process will result in a transparent market based price discovery process 

and is likely to generate high revenues for the govt which in turn would help in 

restructuring their balance sheets, investing in rural schemes and urbanisation which 

could further translate into larger investment, job creation, reverse-migration and 

economic growth for the coal rich states. 

The auction would not include land acquisition issues, mining infrastructure investment 

and clearances, minimising the gestation for getting into business. 

 

The country‘s coal sector could emerge as fastest growing by creating opportunity for 

new players (including international companies through their Indian subsidiaries) and it 

would strengthen service and technology investments. Coal availability would increase 

substantially which would make coal trading a reality. 

 

Issues: 

The 1st issue is regarding the acquisition of land and other infrastructure around the 

mines to be e-auctioned (Delays associated with these processes) 

Second issue is, how costly it would be for existing owners to secures their cancelled 

mines through e-auctions.(Rivals can make non-serious bids to jack up the acquisition 

cost for them) 

Third  issue is regarding the optimum utilisation of country‘s vast coal assets(ranging 

from high calorific value to low calorific value ).(A high quality coal producing mine 

linked to a power project would not be good as it should ideally be used for a steel 

plant).  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/coal-decision-could-light-up-the-entire-east-114110300023_1.html
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Quick decisions are certainly welcome but some more consultations with experts can 

certainly help. Govt. could have acquired the mines first and then e-auctioned them to 

firms whose primary job would be to mine coal under supervision of an effective 

regulator.(Land acquisition delays would have been avoided in this process as govt 

would have taken far less time in acquiring them).Coal produced by these firms could 

be made available through linkages to projects depending on the quality of coal 

produced there. 

 

GS- 2 

Q5): Recently the union government decided to cancel the current selection process of 

chairmen and managing directors (CMDs), and executive directors (EDs) of Public Sector 

Banks. Examine why and explain its implications. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/debashis-basu-the-

bigger-changes-public-banks-need-114110200710_1.html 

Points: 

 Bank CMDs and EDs are chosen by a selection board, which is headed by 

the RBI governor and includes officials from the finance ministry, external 

experts and sometimes bankers. The real decisions are made by politicians 

and bureaucrats, mainly those running the finance ministry. 

 This is why the eligibility criteria are kept vague and changed frequently 

for mysterious reasons, giving politicians the opportunity to push 

candidates who agree to ratify their dubious deals. 

 The previous Manmohan Singh led UPA government had selected CMDs 

and executive directors for six state-run banks, including Bank of Baroda, 

Oriental Bank of Commerce, Canara Bank, United Bank of India and 

Indian Overseas Bank. Bank appointments had come under lens after 

Syndicate Bank chairman and managing director (CMD) SK Jain was 

arrested by the Central Bureau of Investigation for allegedly accepting 

bribes of Rs.50 lakh to enhance the credit limit of some companies. 

Ans:  

The union government decided to cancel the current selection process of chairmen and 

managing directors (CMDs), and executive directors (EDs) of Public Sector Banks. The 

decision came after a three member committee submitted the report. The squashing of 

the process of selection came in the wake of correcting the current selection process 

which is mostly political in nature. The Bank CMDs and EDs were selected by a 

selection board headed by the RBI governor and include officials from the Finance 

Ministry.  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/debashis-basu-the-bigger-changes-public-banks-need-114110200710_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/debashis-basu-the-bigger-changes-public-banks-need-114110200710_1.html
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But the real decisions are made by the politicians and bureaucrats. This new move of the 

government to introduce a new selection process will ensure that the vague and 

mysterious selection process is not followed, so that candidates who agree to the 

dubious deals of the politicians are not preferred over the deserving and honest 

candidates. There needs to be a target based evaluation procedure so that CMDs and 

MDs can be held accountable on objective criteria and thus help in improvement of 

efficiency of the banks. The above steps will ensure accountability, efficiency, 

effectiveness, and better management of the public sector banks and will help in 

macroeconomic development of the country. 

 

GS-3(Technology) 

Q7) Explain the principle behind SONAR (Sound Navigation and Ranging) and why is it 

useful for navies? Examine India‘s achievement in developing indigenous SONARs. 

 

Main Article http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/navies-of-friendly-countries-

keen-on-indian-sonars/article6559039.ece 

 

Ans 

Principle Behind 

● The principle involves bouncing acoustic waves off of objects, and determining 

their distances by measuring the time for the echoes to return.  

● Sonar is commonly used on board ships and boats to measure the depths of 

bodies of water. It can also be used to locate underwater objects such as fish, 

submarines, and the shipwrecks. 

● There are 2 types of SONAR  

 1. Active Sonar- Emits an acoustic signal or pulse of sound into the   water. If an object 

is in the path of the sound pulse, the sound bounces off the object and returns an ―echo‖ 

to the sonar transducer. By determining the time between the emission of the sound 

pulse and its reception, the transducer can determine the range and orientation of the 

object. 

 

2. Passive Sonar-sonar systems are used primarily to detect noise from marine objects 

(such as submarines or ships) and marine animals like whales. Unlike active sonar, 

passive sonar does not emit its own signal, which is an advantage for military vessels 

that do not want to be found or for scientific missions that concentrate on quietly 

―listening‖ to the ocean. Rather, it only detects sound waves coming towards it . 

Useful for Navies 

● Navigation 

●  Surveillance 

●  Communication 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/navies-of-friendly-countries-keen-on-indian-sonars/article6559039.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/navies-of-friendly-countries-keen-on-indian-sonars/article6559039.ece
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India‘s Achievement 

● PANCHENDRIYA-India's "first indigenously developed sonar system for 

submarines" 

● USHUS- It has been installed on indigenous nuclear powered submarine, 

Arihant. It has higher range and can withstand high static pressure of water. 

● ABHAY- A compact SONAR to be fitted on smaller warcrafts. 

● MIHIR-Airborne sonar under trials. 

● HUMSA-NG (new generation)-Advanced hull-mounted sonar to be  installed on 

different platforms such as destroyers, frigates and corvettes. 

● A sonar for detecting intruders like divers had been developed for installation at 

harbour entry points and to protect offshore installations. 

● India is looking to export indigenously developed hull-mounted sonars and 

negotiations are at an advanced stage with the navies of three to four friendly 

nations. 

● 3 units of sonars have already been exported to Myanmar. 

Cursory Reading 

http://ibnlive.in.com/blogs/sauravjha/2976/65351/the-sonar-market-in-india-hots-

up.html 

 

TOPIC GS 3:-SECURITY 

Q8) Write a note on Air-independent Propulsion (AIP) system developed by DRDO for 

Scorpene submarines. 

 
Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/indianbuilt-
scorpene-to-carry-critical-drdo-system/article6559037.ece 

 

Ans: 

Air-independent Propulsion (AIP) is any technology which allows a non-nuclear 

submarine to operate without the need to access atmospheric oxygen by surfacing.A 

conventional diesel driven submarines has to come frequently on surface because it 

requires oxygen at the time of fuelling.  

The basic features of AIP are: 

1) Stealth: AIP significantly improves stealth because it enables a submarine to generate 

electricity for services and battery charging and propulsion while completely 

submerged. A diesel-driven submarine has to come frequently on surface thus 

compromising the key feature of submarine. 

2) Strategic Value: New AIP system installed would increase dive facility of Scorpene 

submarines to 21 days thus increasedsubmerged period increases the strategic value. 

http://ibnlive.in.com/blogs/sauravjha/2976/65351/the-sonar-market-in-india-hots-up.html
http://ibnlive.in.com/blogs/sauravjha/2976/65351/the-sonar-market-in-india-hots-up.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/indianbuilt-scorpene-to-carry-critical-drdo-system/article6559037.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/indianbuilt-scorpene-to-carry-critical-drdo-system/article6559037.ece
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3) Safety Features: DRDO has adopted the technology and the new AIP cells don‘t 

require hydrogen to be stored on board hydrogen which poses explosion hazard threats. 

For two submarines DRDO has developed a Phosphoric acid fuel cell AIP. 

AIP can augment or replace the diesel-electric propulsion system of non-nuclear 

vessels.India is building six Scorpene conventional submarines at the Mumbai-based 

Mazagaon Docks Limited (MDL) in partnership with DCNS, France. Out of those two 

will have DRDOs AIP system. 

+ Point: The Arihant class is a class of nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarines 

being built for the Indian Navy and expected to be commissioned by 2023. 

+ Point: Submarines can control their Buoyancy, making it possible to sink and then 

surface again. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air-independent_propulsion 

 

GS2 

Q9) It is argued that the locus of growth and development in India should shift to 

metropolitan clusters. Examine why. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/winning-with-

metropolitan-clusters/article6558995.ece 

Ans: 

Metropolitan clusters refer to districts surrounding metropolitan cities that have a high 
economic potential. In India there are around 49 metropolitan clusters that primarily aid 
the economic activities in the cities. 

Typical features of metropolitan clusters 

1. Cheaper land resources  
2. Clean sanitation compared to cities. This means a place for residence which in turn 
means easier access to labour 
3. Lower business competition compared to cities. This creates a conducive environment 
for growth of business 
4. Easier mobilisation of goods and labour due to well developed network of transport 
facilities 

Past success in business run at metropolitan clusters 
Automobile Industry: One reason for the growth of Indian automobile industry to being 
6th largest manufacturer in the world can be ascribed to their plants being set up in 
metropolitan clusters. This enabled them for easier access to labour, cheaper transport. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air-independent_propulsion
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/winning-with-metropolitan-clusters/article6558995.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/winning-with-metropolitan-clusters/article6558995.ece
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Untapped Potential 
1.Many industrial sectors are yet to make foray in metropolitan clusters 
2.They provide an ideal environment for setting up of SEZs which is currently facing 
Land problems 
3. For instance, Indore metropolitan cluster transport facilities are relatively cheaper 
than Delhi metropolitan clusters. Taking leverage of this fact, we can address regional 
inequalities in economic growth.  
4. Since metropolitan cluster represent transition from agrarian to urban economy, 
setting up Agro based industries in these areas can be a boon for both rural and urban 
community  
5.Employment opportunities for people from all backgrounds. This will eliminate the 
ever growing rural urban migration. 

Thus having metropolitan clusters as foci of growth in India will promote not only 
broad based environmental development but also save the taxing use of city resources. 

GS2 

Q10) ―In India, the fact is that there is no professional expertise in the Municipal 

Corporation to keep the city clean.‖ In the light of recent mass campaign to clean India, 

critically comment 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/swachh-bharat-a-

scheme-or-a-pipe-dream/article6558996.ece 

Ans: 

A cultured and civilized society is recognized not only by the economic growth it 
witnesses in 
the form of infrastructure (road, rail, air networks etc) development, enhanced 
standards of living (with access to various facilities and luxuries), educational and 
financial status but also by the way it maintains its immediate ambience and the 
environment as a whole. 

In the Indian context, the latter needs a thorough inspection. In India, every city has a 
municipal corporation which is entrusted with the responsibility of keeping the city 
clean besides other tasks. But the current view of the cities in India show a grim picture 
of how the municipal corporation fails in this task. 

The municipal corporation‘s role in keeping the city clean includes- 

1) Provision of garbage bins in public spaces, such as parks, stations etc. and on 
occasions such as community festivals, immersions, processions etc. 

2) Removal of debris left after construction of roads, bridges, footpaths etc. 

3) Door-to-door garbage collecting facility to the citizens. 

4) Solid waste dumping and reuse in an efficient manner so as to keep the city clean. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/swachh-bharat-a-scheme-or-a-pipe-dream/article6558996.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/swachh-bharat-a-scheme-or-a-pipe-dream/article6558996.ece
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5) Effective segregation of different kinds of waste according to their toxicity, liquidity, 
decomposing ability, etc. 

6) Spreading awareness among the citizens to keep their area and the city clean. 

7) Planting trees and using manure made out of decomposed and treated sewage. 

8) Provision of community toilets in every area. 

But, the municipal corporation has continuously failed in this task. It is equipped with 
ineffective staff that is untrained in waste management and in implementing the 
cleanliness drives. 

Moreover, corruption has inflicted the municipal corporation to a great extent rendering 
it ineffective and useless. The recent Swachh bharat campaign launched by the 
government is noble in ideology but it‘s the implementation part which is important. 
Making those in the corporation accountable and answerable will help in achieving the 
aim of Swachh bharat in the true sense. 

 

Secure -4th Nov 2014 

GS2:-IR 

Q1) Critically analyze how the North American Free Trade Agreement has benefited its 

member countries, especially Mexico. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/martin-feldstein-

powering-mexico-114110301341_1.html 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/johnbrinkley/2014/11/03/nafta-still-a-dirty-word-20-

years-later/ 

Ans: 

NAFTA ,(North American Free Trade Agreement) came into force in1994 which was the 

first regional trade agreement between a developing country,(Mexico) and two 

developed countries (Canada and U.S) It aimed to eliminate barriers to trade and 

investment between the U.S., Canada and Mexico.. 

BENEFITS TO AMERICA AND CANADA :- 

(a) Increase in low cost import/ export of trade products to NAFTA countries thereby 

decreased trade deficit. 

(b) Increased investment in each other countries thereby creating more jobs 

(c) Checked illegal migration across U.S, MEXICO border . 

(d) U.S agricultural exports increased by manifold to Mexico and U.S became the main 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/martin-feldstein-powering-mexico-114110301341_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/martin-feldstein-powering-mexico-114110301341_1.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/johnbrinkley/2014/11/03/nafta-still-a-dirty-word-20-years-later/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/johnbrinkley/2014/11/03/nafta-still-a-dirty-word-20-years-later/
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food products supplier to Mexico 

(e) Increased export of natural gas and electricity from Canada to to other NAFTA 

countries.. 

BENEFITS TO MEXICO :- 

(a) Mexico manufactured export increased by 10 folds specially to U.S and now 

constitute 40 percent of its total value added exports to U.S.. 

(b)Increased foreign investment resulted in creation of more jobs and raised living 

standard. 

(c) Techonology transfer with the incoming of foreign enterprises thereby increasing 

efficiency and boosting various sectors. 

(d) Checked illegal migration across U.S MEXICO border.. 

(e)Energy reforms resulted in low cost natual gas and electricity import from canada 

thereby facilitating both domestic users as well as industries.. 

DARKER SIDE OF NAFTA:- 

(1) Increase in the agricultural imports from U.S devastated the agricultural sector of the 

Mexico  

(2)The revolving door export policy of Mexico gave a blow to the manufacturing sectors 

of the U.S which widened trade deficit as well as loss of jobs in U.S 

(3) The extra jobs created in Mexico created surplus labour and hence fall in wages 

causing more poverty. 

(4) Loss of Jobs and fall in wages caused Increase in illegal migration across U.S, Mexico 

border 

In short, neither U.S ,Canada nor Mexico benefitted much from this agreement in long 

term.. The countries involved should make efforts to look into the issues so that each of 

the country benefits in real term by changing it to fair agreement and not just free 

agreement... 

 

GS – III – Economics  

Q2) Since 2000 there has been many fold increase in Sensex and market capitalisation in 

India. Critically comment on the causes. 

Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/praveen-chakravarty-the-
white-man-s-burden-of-india-s-equity-markets-114110301338_1.html 
 
Ans: 

Intro 

Sensex is a stock market index of Bombay stock exchange since 1986. It is calculated by 

free float market capitalization of 30 financially sound companies. The 30 companies 

reflect nearly the entire gamut of Indian economy and sensex the growth. Sensex value 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/praveen-chakravarty-the-white-man-s-burden-of-india-s-equity-markets-114110301338_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/praveen-chakravarty-the-white-man-s-burden-of-india-s-equity-markets-114110301338_1.html
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grew to a sensational 27000+ points now from a meagre 6000+ points in 2000.Thus it 

represents an exponential growth in Indian economy surpassing financial crisis on its 

mid way in 2007. 

The 30 companies in the part of sensex can be classified into following sectors namely 

Banking(HDFC,ICICI), PSUs(ONGC,NTPC) ,Private manufacturing sector(Hindustan 

unilever, reliance), Pharma(cipla, ranbaxy) and industries of 21st century like IT and 

telecom . 

 

Causes for sensex to rise: 

1. Almost all above said companies have considerable share of FIIs. India is evolving 

into a open economy and fertile ground for profitable investment and thus upping stock 

prices over the years and increased FIIs. 

2. It includes the top 4 profit making public sector units and the govt with its 

disinvestment program has given a great filip to sensex, showing demand for its shares 

3. In Pharma, the framing of IP rights favouring Indian industries have catered toward 

their growth.(Only Indian pharma are included in sensex) 

4. IT and telecom services have grown in India because of India‘s demographic 

dividend which is reflected in sensex 

5. Oil majors like reliance and ONGC have found access to newer exploration cities 

seeding their growth 

6. Private banks entered into foray in mid 1990s and in 2000s grew by leap and bounds . 

7. Coming of age of SEBI and strict vigilance rules and regulations to stamp out illegal 

behaviour increased confidence in Indian markets which attracted investment. 

8. Global sub-prime crisis of 2008 with subsequent bond buying program and austerity 

measures in few nations raised interest rates very high in developed nations. 

9. Failure of bond market made companies and investors dependent on equities market 

and with not large base of companies led to chasing of money for few quality companies 

increasing sensex and capitalization - Lack of develpoment of bond market has also put 

pressure on Bank balance sheets due to loans given out. 

10. Urge among domestic industries to grow and unavailability of finances pushed the 

demands of finances high that could only be fulfilled through capital markets. 

Thus in all, Sensex growth can be attributed to FII entrance, IPR regulations, India 

demographic dividend. Agro based fertilizer industries are still left out in sensex 

measure and the growth in sensex contributed by FII is volatile. 
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The benefits of sensex is, thus its growth and cons is its concentrated representation and 

volatility. 

 

GS3(Technology) 

Q3). Critically discuss the civilian uses of drones. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/alokananda-

chakraborty-what-s-this-ballyhoo-about-drones-114110301340_1.html 

Ans: 
Drones are the Unmanned aircrafts which either are controlled by a ground pilot or 

follow a pre-programmed mission instructions. Since their arrival on scene during the 

Balkan wars there usage now-a-days has increased manifold. Developed for military 

operations, they are in news due to their newly discovered potential for civilian use. 

Civilian use of drones: 

1). Usage by e-retailers: Online retailers are keen on utilising the drones for delivering 

products to the consumers. Amazon is currently developing its indigenous drone 

delivery system titled "Prime Air".  

2).Monitoring Wildlife: Such drones can be used for monitoring the wildlife situation in 

a restricted area or a reserve. In India drones have been tested at Panna Tiger reserve in 

MP for keeping track of tigers and looking out for poachers. 

3). 3-D Mapping: Drones can survey the landscapes with thousands of digital images 

which can be stitched together to form 3D Maps of an area. 

4).Monitoring storms: Drones can stay in air for long hours & thus can be used to 

monitor weather conditions in an area where a storm has hit or where such conditions 

might be developing.  

5). Search and Rescue: Such operations where life of a person is at stake, timely and fast 

action is most desirable & drones can reach inaccessible terrains for these SAR missions. 

Although these drones do have vast civil potential but still there are concerns that need 

to be addressed before their large scale civilian usage is allowed. 

Concerns: 

1).Threat to Privacy: With the advent of smart-phones privacy is already a threatened 

commodity & an un -regulated use of drones will result in its further deterioration. 

2).Air traffic collisions: Usage of drones on a large scale will result in increasing 

congestion in an already crowded air space. Reckless flying of drones also poses a threat 

to manned aircrafts and can result in untoward incidents. 
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Situation wrt India: 

In India, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation issued a directive in Sept 2014 

banning the use of UAVs for civilian applications till official notifications were made in 

this regard.  

Drone technology is a boon but like every other technology it is like a double edged 

sword which only if used judiciously and wisely will help humanity overcome many of 

its problems. 

Cursory reads: 

1). http://dronewars.net/2014/03/20/whats-wrong-with-drones/ 

2). http://scroll.in/article/668432/Drones-now-roam-Indian-skies,-catching-poachers-

and-shooting-videos 

3). http://indiatoday.intoday.in/technology/story/civilian-drones-banned-in-india-

report/1/395539.html 

 

GS3 

Q4)  ―It is highly likely that most of the black money is neither in Switzerland nor 
lying in an ―account‖.‖ Examine the various forms in which black money is 
operated and circulated. 
 
Article: - http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/black-money-debate-
what-about-p-notes-pes-and-ponzi-schemes-114110301408_1.html 
 
Ans:  

Money which earned through illegitimate means/on which no tax has been 
paid/undisclosed wealth can be called Black Money.There are claims that an amount 
equivalent to 50% of our GDP is black money. 

Black money is operated and circulated under various heads, such as --  
1. Real Estate Transaction - most of the real estate transactions happen in cash. Taking 
off any registration into the system. 

2. Round Tripping - Money evaded out of tax net is sent out of India, is further invested 
in India in the form of participatory notes. This results in fast exchange of money from 
one point to other, that its not easy to track. 

3. 90% unorganised sector - In India 90% is unorganised economy. where most of the 
transactions are without receipts and bills. This makes system opaque for the officials. 

4. Human/animal Trafficking/Terror funding - Trafficking is another significant form 
through which black money is operated 

5. Hawala Transaction 

http://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=Uavs
http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/black-money-debate-what-about-p-notes-pes-and-ponzi-schemes-114110301408_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/markets/black-money-debate-what-about-p-notes-pes-and-ponzi-schemes-114110301408_1.html
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All the above forms are manifestation of weak enforcement of laws and their 
surveillance. Need is  
1. to make the system more accountable with the use of E-Technology in Land Records 
registration and transactions above 10,000. 
2. Making Tax procedures easy to operate 
3. Strict monitoring of rules 

Government is moving in right direction with Digital India, SARAL and global 
exchange of information (through Task Force/DTAA) related to black money. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS-2 

Q5). Write a critical note on India – Mauritius relations especially in the light of India‘s 

recent fight against black money. 

Main 

Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-

paper/mauritius-offers-help-on-black-

money-probe/article6562383.ece 

 

 

Historical Background: 

 Connections between India and Mauritius date back to 1730, diplomatic relations 

were established in 1948, before Mauritius became independent state. The 

cultural affinities and long historical ties between the two nations have 

contributed to strong and cordial relations between the two nations. More than 

68% of the Mauritian population are of Indian origin, most commonly known as 

Indo-Mauritians. India and Mauritius co-operate in combating piracy, which has 

emerged as a major threat in the Indian Ocean region and Mauritius supports 

India‘s stance against terrorism.  
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 Economic and Commercial Corporation has been increasing over the years. India 

has become Mauritius‘ largest source of imports since 2007 and Mauritius 

imported US$816 million worth of goods in the April 2010-March 2011 financial 

year. Mauritius has remained the largest source of FDI for India for more than a 

decade with FDI equity inflows totalling US$55.2 billion in the period April 2000 

to April 2011. 

 DTAA or Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement is a tax treaty that India has 

with 65 other countries.In plain language, what this means for an NRI is, if 

he/she is a resident in any of those 65 countries and is paying taxes on the 

income earned in that country, then he/she is eligible for a lower deduction of 

tax on income earned in India in that financial year. 

Ans: 

Indo-Myanmar diplomatic relations date back to 1948. The two nations have close 

cultural affinities and historical ties which have resulted into strong cordial relations 

between the two nations. A major section of the Mauritius population comprises of 

Indian origin people. Mauritius has extended its full support to India for combating 

piracy and terrorism in the Indian Ocean region. 

Indian government‘s recent black money investigations have roped in Mauritius 

cooperation too. The Island nation stands at the second position in terms of money 

brought in by the foreign investors into the domestic markets and also it was once the 

biggest gateway of funds into India through FDI and FII. And also round tripping has 

been one of the major concern of the two countries.  

Mauritius has taken a welcoming step in order to resolve Indian black marketing 

concern by ensuring that it will help the SIT appointed by India to unearth the black 

money. This will not only improve the relations between the two countries but also 

tackle the black money concerns.   

 

GS2 

Q6) Write a note on the National Health Assurance Mission (NHAM) 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/soon-regulator-

for-health-outreach/article6562401.ece 

Ans:  

With a view to reduce the out of pocket spending on health care by the common man, 

National Health Assurance Mission (NHAM) is going to be rolled out. It would be 

biggest-ever health outreach with universal health insurance as a strong component. 

file:///D:/Q6-%2004%20Nov.docx
file:///D:/Q6-%2004%20Nov.docx
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NHAM envisions providing accessible and affordable health care to every citizen. 

However, the government has not specified how health-care reforms will be achieved or 

how measures will be undertaken to achieve the NHAM. 

National Health Assurance Mission seeks to achieve following:- 

1. Accountability - for service delivered to the customer. Customer satisfaction is the 

most important component of this mission. 

2. Reduce out of pocket expenditure of the people especially poor who get trapped in 

vicious cycle of poverty and disease. 

3. Universal Insurance to people which provides medical security to people particularly 

vulnerable groups like child, mother, female, old and poor. 

4.  Affordability, Accessibility and equity in medical service delivery. 

5. Enforcement of Quality and standards like Indian Primary health standards with the 

help of regulatory or over sight agency 

 

It also aims to address the causal factors responsible for ill health; resorting to health in 

all policies approach with increasing access to basic services such as water and toilets, 

nutrition, public health at the community level, and promoting health. It would be 

accountable to people for deficiencies in delivery, with a supplementary regulatory 

authority to oversee enforcement of the norms. 

Since, India spends only 1·04% of its gross domestic product (GDP) on publicly funded 

health, which is one of the lowest in the world and that nearly 70% of overall health 

spending is incurred by private out-of-pocket expenditure, the comprehensive NHAM 

aiming at a complete overhaul of the health system is a welcome step. 

 

GS2 

Q7) ―There is a need to understand India‘s regional backwardness in terms of blocks 

rather than districts.‖ In the light of recent changes made to MGNREGA scheme, 

critically analyse. 

 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/how-to-reform-and-how-not-

to/article6562356.ece 

 

Ans: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/how-to-reform-and-how-not-to/article6562356.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/how-to-reform-and-how-not-to/article6562356.ece
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Intro 

● In 2013-14, the MGNREGA covered 644 districts, 6,576 blocks, 2.47 lakh gram 

panchayats and 7.78 lakh villages. As many as 13.3 crore households and 29 crore 

individuals were registered under the scheme. Thus, one in three persons living 

in rural India was an MGNREGA job card holder, entitled for a daily wage of 

R137.3 in 2104-15. This would yield a per capita income of R27 for a rural family 

of five, barely sufficient, if at all, to cover most basic of needs if the income was 

available throughout the year. However, the disturbing fact is that, on average, 

every household covered under the scheme was provided with only 46 days or 

less than 7 weeks of work during the year! This does not even cover the lean 

season in most regions of the country, which lasts at least 10 weeks over the 

summer months. 

Recent Changes 

● MGNREGA to be implemented in 2,500  backward sub districts/blocks. 

● Labour to material ratio is reduced from 60:40 to 51:49 with the objective of 

raising productivity of works. 

● Capping MGNREGA expenditure by state government. 

● Coverage of asset creation – sanitation is going to be removed(to be added into 

Swatch Bharat Mission)  

● Removing wage delays provisions – 15 days delay calls for compensation 

currently. 

Blocks rather than Districts Issue 

● Chief Ministers have long emphasised the need to understand India‘s regional 

backwardness in terms of blocks rather than districts. 

● Focussing the scheme on only backward areas at block level helps in better 

implementation, easy to monitor and decreases government expenditure. 

● It has been observed that not all blocks in backward districts are backward and 

not all blocks in backward districts may be equally deprived.So to make it 

demand driven MGNREGA is being implemented at block level. 

● However there may be some poor household in need of job who may get 

deprived while targeting a particular block from nearby block which is not 

selected.  

● Notification of a Block as backward may create an unhealthy competition among 

different blocks to be notified as backward. It may lead to migration of people 

into backward districts. It will create regional disparities. 

● The government is rightly concerned with the limited success of the programme 

in not being able to generate more than 50 days of work per annum, in the poor 

quality of assets created, in the delays in payments to workers and also in the 

inability of the really needy areas of the country to take full advantage of the 

programme. 

● Effort needs to be made to reform MGNREGA, as the programme has seen 

limited success. The best way to reform such a programme is to study carefully 



INSIGHTS SECURE Q&A COMPILATION NOVEMBER-2014 FIRST WEEK 

 

http://insightsonindia.com                         INSIGHTS Page 38 
 

the conditions that made it a success and also to undertake a diagnostics of its 

failures, so as to learn how best to fix it. 

Cursory Reading: 

http://archive.financialexpress.com/news/columns-making-mgnrega-deliver-

better/1298826/0 

 

TOPIC: GS2: IR 

Q8) Critically comment why the issue of fishers and fishing is a sensitive issue in Sri 

Lanka vis a vis Indian fishers are concerned. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/no-country-for-

small fishers/article6562360.ece 

Ans: 

More than 12 percent of the citizens of Sri Lanka are dependent on fishing as livelihood. 

Being a significant source of food security in Sri Lanka abject poverty awaits the 

fisherman community in continuation of fishing disputes. Problems that frequently rise 

in this regard are: 

a) Trawling: Unsustainable practices like trawling affects seaweeds and corals 

benefitting few government joint ventures leaving the traditional fishermen less catch in 

overlapping of territorial waters. . 

b) EU Ban: Demarcation of EEZ under UNCLOS debarred Sri Lankans to trawl near 

Diego Garcia Island and the strategicEU ban of Lankan fisheries products has adversely 

affected their livelihood.  

c) Indian Poaching: Small fishers are restricted to shores and lack of technology hinders 

their catch and livelihood. Indian fishermen with technological aid, decrease their 

livelihoods opportunities. 

d) The Political dimension: Tamil Nadu had provided moral support to Tamils in their 

fight with the Lankan government leading to hostility. The recent death penalty for five 

Indian fishermen for drug smuggling is a fogged issue. Lankan fishermen enter illegally 

into Indian waters in desperation. 

e) The Palk Strait: The Sri Lankan side is rich in prawns and therefore the Indian 

fishermen cross over with disregard to the restrictions imposed by the Indian Navy and 

attacks carried out by the Sri Lankan Navy. No solution yet reached by joint working 

group 

Few steps that need to be taken to fins some solution for mutual benefit are:  

http://archive.financialexpress.com/news/columns-making-mgnrega-deliver-better/1298826/0
http://archive.financialexpress.com/news/columns-making-mgnrega-deliver-better/1298826/0
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/no-country-for-small%20fishers/article6562360.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/no-country-for-small%20fishers/article6562360.ece
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a) Trawler Regulation: India should regulate trawlers and discourage them from 

crossing the boundary and from Srilanka side they have stopped the false charges by 

coming out of LTTE issue. 

b) Political will and constant talks for greater benefit of fishermen to address the root 

cause of the problem rather than play emotional games. 

c) The rights of both the countries‘ fishermen are protected within the respective 

territorial jurisdiction.  

d) Instituting a Palk Bay Authority for devising an integrated solution to the 

fishermen‘s problems encompassing their livelihood issues and commerce in the area 

e) India could provide technical advisory support with some financial commitment to 

TamiNadu to set up of processing units for fishery products and promote other income 

generating activities in the agro-allied sectors.  

d) State shouldsubsidize scheme for fishermen to procure deep-sea Tuna linersto 

gradually reduce the dependence of TamiNadu fishermen on trawling in the Palk Bay. 

Ref: 

http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/IndiaSriLankaFishermenProblem_gsen_180614.ht

ml 

http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/IndiaSriLankaFishermenProblem_gsen_180614.html
http://www.idsa.in/idsacomments/IndiaSriLankaFishermenProblem_gsen_180614.html
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Q9) In the 2014 Global Innovation Index (GII) India‘s place is constantly heading south. 

Examine why and explain the importance of innovation for India. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/bridging-the-

innovation-gap/article6562357.ece 

Ans: 

The Global Innovation Index which is based on measurement of innovation, published 

by Cornell University, INSEAD and the World Intellectual Property Organisation 

(WIPO), brings bad news for India. According to the index, India drop 10 places 

compared to last year. 

Major reasons for the decline have been, 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/bridging-the-innovation-gap/article6562357.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/bridging-the-innovation-gap/article6562357.ece
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1). lack of adequate R&D expenditure 
2). poor higher education reforms. 
3).lax IPR regime. 
4). more reliability on importing technologies rather than developing indigenously. 

It is high time to realize that innovation promotes not only economic growth but also 
inclusive growth. It helps in addressing the needs of the poor and vulnerable.  

Technology innovation helps in effective implementation and penetration of public 
policies. Administrative innovation helps in devising policies to address the specific 
needs of the needy. MGNREGA, social audits, Panchayati Raj Institutions are few 
successful examples. 

India has emerged as a champion of frugal innovations like Low price water purifiers, a 
1lakh rupee car, generic medicines, usage of cheap solar equipment in agriculture. Low 
cost Innovation and indigenous tech are being used as potent weapons to achieve 
inclusive growth but there is so much more that needs to done to put India on the 
Global innovation scene. It should be realized that unless there is improvement in 
innovation ecosystem, the recently launched 'Make in India' campaign may fail to bear 
desirable results. 

  

Secure 5th Nov 2014 

GS-3: Cyber Security  

Q1).The department of electronics and information technology is working on creating a 

National Cyber Coordination Centre (NCCC). Examine why this is being set up and 

explain its importance to India. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/rs-1-000-cr-

set-aside-for-cyber-shield-114110401377_1.html 

Ans: 

 Data/Information security is essential for any country in highly connected world. India 

with large population which aims for digitization and financial inclusion with other 

services offered on line has moved in right step in setting up of National Cyber 

Coordination Center. 

Reasons for setting up:- 

1. Recent exposure of scandal of U.S spy agencies snooping data of govt offices of 

different countries, India also being one of the victim. 

2. Government‘s focus on using more technology in the working of govt. offices and also 

in line with the digitization of the country. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/rs-1-000-cr-set-aside-for-cyber-shield-114110401377_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/rs-1-000-cr-set-aside-for-cyber-shield-114110401377_1.html
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3.  With the spread of digital technology in the country, chances of increased threat of 

cyber attacks. So some agency was needed to check the threats. 

4. To escape from malicious activities like virus, malware etc. 

5. To detect traffic of such malicious activities domestically and internationally. 

6. To protect sensitive operation of government running with the support of internet-

enabled infrastructure. Also, as more and more people get associated with government 

schemes which are based on online platforms, such as PMJDY, Digital India etc, 

vulnerability of their being misguided increases. 

7. To mitigate danger of cyber insecurity for online users being more exposed to using 

online services day by day. 

8. There is less cooperation and operating in isolation like NSCS, NTRO and other 

intelligence agencies. It will provide coordination and assess real time data 

and alert concerned agencies. 

9. NSA survival or other foreign countries increased attacks in sensitive Government 

information also supports NCCC formation to monitor traffic flows. 

 

 

Importance: 

1.  It secures National security by securing its data from foreign country attacks 

especially in critical sectors like defense, railways and CBI. With increasing digitization 

of our country internet will be loaded with personal information, information on 

financial transactions and sovereign data. To secure this from various kinds of threats 

like malware such as Stuxnet ,botnets and cyber wars a comprehensive framework is 

needed. 

2.  Every bit of information has a value if it gets in wrong hands like terrorist/ foreign 

countries like in case of nuclear facilities/sensitive govt data it will be easier to attack 

India. NCCC provide proactive measures by real time monitoring. 

3.  Increased social media threats in communal tensions or unnecessary rumor like 

Assam rumor can be curbed by scanning if threat emanates thereby securing internal 

security. 

4. The process to address cases related to cyber crime will be expedited as in absence of 

any such mechanism in existing system usually fails to resolve cyber induced malicious 

and fraudulent activities faster. 
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5. NCCC will strengthen government‘s confidence in using e-services for various 

programme‘s and project without having much security concerns emanated from 

malicious virus. 

6. Public confidence will boost to use online services for various purposes- transaction, 

transfer, purchasing etc without being insecure. 

7. NCCC's close observation on malicious activities will protect its users from being prey 

of hackers. 

8. Will lessen the work load as well as supplement the working of CERT-IN who is right 

now looking after all private, public cyber security related matters. 

Cons: 

Absence of any privacy law would give the law agencies direct access to all the internet 

accounts and personal data be it emails or social networking thereby making the citizens 

more vulnerable to the govt. 

So before setting up of such agency, all stakeholders involved should be taken into 

confidence and some privacy law should be enacted so that cyber security of the nation 

is maintained without encroaching upon the privacy of citizen. 

At the same time Government should also work for legal framework to allay privacy 

fears of its citizen in addition with cyber space security. 

 

 

GS – III – S&T 

Q2) ―Recent space accidents are a stark reminder that the path to space is just as arduous 

for private companies as it is for government-funded programmes.‖ Comment 

Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/jad-mouawad-in-

travelling-to-the-stars-risk-and-cost-114110401241_1.html 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/have-the-wings-of-space-travel-

thrillonaires-been-clipped/article6565320.ece 

Ans – 

The recent blowing off of a commercial spaceship has posed varied questions on the 

private sector ability and rightness of the government‘s decision to allow private sector 

in space launching. 

Predominantly dominated by the private sector, US is now trying to diversify trends 

into the space sector also. The rationale lies in the superior innovation capacities of the 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/jad-mouawad-in-travelling-to-the-stars-risk-and-cost-114110401241_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/jad-mouawad-in-travelling-to-the-stars-risk-and-cost-114110401241_1.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/have-the-wings-of-space-travel-thrillonaires-been-clipped/article6565320.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/have-the-wings-of-space-travel-thrillonaires-been-clipped/article6565320.ece
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private sector along with price cuts. NASA has also taken a drive to build cheap, given 

the tight fiscal situation prevailing in the US. India and others have showed 

through Mangalyaan, regarding the prospects of cheapness. 

But one must remind oneself that space technology represents the pinnacle of brain-

churning, and is the most sophisticated technology of all, with risk percentage as high as 

none.  

So it just neutralizes any advantage that one has in cost cutting, as the implications being 

many including resources and lives. 

Increasing competition is justified only when it has benefits such as innovativeness, 

price cuts, customer benefit and widespread availability.  

The question here is what and how the private sector scores on these fronts. The 

government has to define the roles and responsibilities of the private sector. An 

intelligent cooperation is salutary per se. It will benefit humankind. 

 

GS2 

Q3) In your opinion what practical measures need to be taken to root out the evil of child 

labour? What are the benefits of ending child labour? Explain 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/ending-child-

labour-114110401240_1.html 

Cursory reads: http://www.childlineindia.org.in/child-labour-india.htm 

Ans: 

Our present day society is plagued with many problems but child labour is the worst of 

them all. Children are the future of any country and to make them work is akin to 

destroying the very foundations of a nation. 

Poverty and lack of social security are the main causes of child labour. Lack of quality 

Universal education has also resulted in children dropping out of school and joining the 

labour force.  

Legal provisions dealing with this problem in India are , 

1). Child Labour Act, 1986  

2).National Child Labour Project.  

Despite various initiatives at national and international level the bane of child labour has 

not been eliminated till date. 

Some practical measures like, 
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1).Making schooling enjoyable & improving the quality of education so that children 

want to go to school 

2).Incentivising parents monetarily and through innovative schemes like Mid-day meal 

,so that they are motivated to send their children to school instead of keeping them at 

home to help them in their work. 

3).Alleviation of poverty: Through various govt schemes like NREGA poverty can be 

tackled which is the root cause of child labour. 

4).Improving the administrative & law machinery for an efficient preventive action 

against child labour. 

Benefits of ending child labour: 

1).Improved education: Incomplete or inadequate education results in lower 

productivity in future thus ending child labour and providing universal good education 

will help these children to earn more. 

2).Improved health: Eliminating worst forms of child labour will result in improved 

health of these children thereby resulting in tangible economic gains in future. 

3).Poverty alleviation: Through education these children will root themselves and their 

families out from the clutches of poverty . 

Child labour is a subject with negative connotation in our society and rightly so, a child 

should be out there playing with friends, studying in school & enjoying his childhood 

and not engaged in a factory, working day and night seeing his childhood fade away in 

front of his eyes. 

 

GS Paper-3 : Energy 

Q4) Critically analyze the growth and performance of India‘s oil and gas sector. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/oil-psus-learn-
to-swim-in-rough-waters-114110400265_1.html 
 

Ans:          

It has been around 125 years since first oil exploration was done in India. After 

independence, oil and gas sector was dominated by public sector companies a scenario 

which still persists but government opened sector to private companies in 1990s. 

Strength: 

 Efforts of government to make sector competitive such as the New Exploration 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/oil-psus-learn-to-swim-in-rough-waters-114110400265_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/oil-psus-learn-to-swim-in-rough-waters-114110400265_1.html


INSIGHTS SECURE Q&A COMPILATION NOVEMBER-2014 FIRST WEEK 

 

http://insightsonindia.com                         INSIGHTS Page 46 
 

and Licensing Policy (NELP) which was launched in 1998. 

 Under it, hydrocarbon blocks were allocated based on competitive bidding.  

 To incentivise companies, the government allowed market-linked prices (for 

crude oil) and introduced a revenue-share policy 

 It brought in majors like Reliance Industries (RIL), British Gas and Shell Inc.  

 The opening the sector to private players has brought in technology and 

investments.But compared to what was initially expected, the final results are not 

that inspiring.  

 PSUs foray into global markets through its subsidiary, ONGC Videsh (OVL).  

 OVL has acquired participating interests in 33 blocks in 16 countries, with 

cumulative investments at $22 billion. 

 It contributes to 14.5 per cent and eight per cent of India‘s oil and natural gas 

production, respectively. 

 India now has largest and most complex refinery in world and exports 

petrochemicals in contrast to 20 years back 

Weakness: 

 Dominance of public sector undertakings (PSUs) such as Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation (ONGC) and Oil India Ltd (OIL) in oil and gas exploration and 

production; Indian Oil Corporation Ltd, Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd 

and Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL) in fuel retailing; and GAIL in gas 

transmission and distribution.  

 There is a conspicuous absence of the big global oil companies. 

 Domestic entities have obviously not been able to bridge the ever-widening 

demand-supply shortfall.  

 The two key reasons for this state of affairs are lack of clear policies and 

incentives and the absence of a level playing field  

 But only a few of the 302 blocks awarded in nine Nelp auctions have seen major 

discoveries. 

 While Cairn‘s prolific Rajasthan block is seeing increasing oil production (about 

30 per cent of India‘s current oil output), Reliance‘s KG-D6 basin has witnessed a 

steady decline in gas output and discoveries by GSPC and ONGC are yet to start 

production. 
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 Post-NELP period, there has not been significant ramp-up in production as 

expected. 

 A key disincentive was the highly subsidised regime. 

 The subsidies resulted in lower cash generation for upstream PSU oil companies 

(like ONGC and OIL), which impacted their investment in exploration activities. 

 Issues relating to royalties, costs, gas and gaps in the existing regulations have 

hurt sentiment and led to disputes. 

 The current issues and litigation highlight there were not enough checks and 

balances in the policies to avoid possible disputes.  

 Lack of concerted action on international energy pipelines like IPI or TAPI due to 

strategic and security concerns. 

Recent Initiatives: 

 The government announced a new gas pricing formula and de-regulated pricing 

of diesel, which is a big relief for incumbent public sector oil marketing 

companies (OMCs) which are under pressure. 

 While there are gains for OMCs in the form of higher profitability and significant 

reduction in working capital requirements by these policies, it should also help 

bring back private companies into the fuel retailing business and increase 

competition. 

 Thus in all the three segments — upstream, mid-stream and downstream — 

competition is bound to increase. 

 The government is also taking steps to curb kerosene consumption by providing 

PNG (piped natural gas) pipelines.  

 Measures to curb leakage in (LPG) liquefied petroleum gas are also being taken. 

For instance, Delhi‘s kerosene consumption is now zero.  

 With lower consumption and volumes (of regulated products), overall subsidy 

will also go down. 

 It is believed that PSC contracts in deep sea off shore blocks and RSC contracts in 

Onshore and Shallow blocks and deregulation of oil and gas prices and 100% fdi 

at all levels should be able to make India's oil and gas sector at par to 

international standards.  
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GS2 

Q5) Write a critical note on Russia‘s ―Eastern pivot‖ and the role of India in it. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/make-in-india-meets-russias-

eastern-pivot/article6565352.ece 

http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/139617/fiona-hill-and-bobo-lo/putins-pivot 

Ans: 

Russia‘s eastern pivot is termed as a failure of Western integration like recent sanctions 
or to counter western hegemony. But in reality Geo-political realities, the shift of global 
economic activities to East, and economic necessities made Russia to look Eastern and 
Asia-Pacific. 

Scope and limits of Russia‘s Eastern Pivot Policy: 

a) Russia has large resources but faces stiff competition and less business friendly 
compared to other countries like US, Canada Turkmenistan 
in satisfying the demand of Asia-Pacific. 

b) Russia wants to strengthen economic cooperating with china where oil market 
matches perfect rather than containing China. Both are also strategically opposing US 
hegemony but concerns about domination remain. 

c) Opening up of new northern route adds advantage but it is prone to seasonal 
variability. 

d) Diversification of relations are still not gained either with Korea or Japan or China 
where the internal disputes like South China sea can tests Russia‘s eastern pivot. 

India‘s Role: 

a) India enjoys long friendly relations with Russia; free of disputes  

b) Import independence and technology transfer in defence, nuclear, space and oil 
satisfy Russia‘s demand for markets and secure investments like GLONASS 

c) Further FTA or Customs Union can strengthen trade relationship to its strategy to 
diversify trade relations free from US influence. 

If consistent efforts are made in addressing the limits then Russia can integrate well with 
Asia-Pacific with increased opportunities for it. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/make-in-india-meets-russias-eastern-pivot/article6565352.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/make-in-india-meets-russias-eastern-pivot/article6565352.ece
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/139617/fiona-hill-and-bobo-lo/putins-pivot
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GS3 

Q6) Write a short note on ‗ HIV endogenisation. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/scientists-find-

mechanism-for-spontaneous-hiv-cure/article6565287.ece 

Cursory reads: http://www.iflscience.com/health-and-medicine/mechanisms-

contributing-rare-ability-control-hiv-infection-found 

Ans: 

HIV (AIDS virus) replicates itself by invading human CD4 immune cells, which it 
reprogram‘s to become virus factories, thus affecting the individual's immune system. 

However, a rare group of people—fewer than one percent of those infected with HIV—
are naturally able to rein in viral replication and keep the virus at clinically undetectable 
levels i.e. effectively preventing the deadly virus to attack their immune system. 

According to research work of a team of French scientists, this could be attributed to 
genetic evolution between human and HIV DNA involving mutation of HIV DNA by a 
common enzyme APOBEC. This process is termed as "HIV endogenisation". 

The study provides a hope for cure of AIDS based on targeted HIV endogenisation. 

Secure -  6th Nov 2014 

GS3:-Economy 

Q1) Critically examine why despite reforms and new industrial policies, some public 

sector undertakings continue to make losses. Do you think privatization of these sick 

PSUs rather than disinvestment is the solution? Comment 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-

economic-summit-govt-ready-to-privatise-sick-psus-says-jaitley-114110600046_1.html 

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/mentor/2003/02/24/stories/200302240040110

0.htm 

Ans: 

In India since independence PSU‘s are working in trial and error method. In initial 

stages they were undertaken as departmental undertaking which later took the form of 

government companies 

and in further stages as corporations. There was no consistent approach in functioning 

of these companies. 

1. Despite the reforms and new industrial policies adopted by government from time to 

time, there are many areas which remained untouched which is hindering the growth of 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/scientists-find-mechanism-for-spontaneous-hiv-cure/article6565287.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/scientists-find-mechanism-for-spontaneous-hiv-cure/article6565287.ece
http://www.iflscience.com/health-and-medicine/mechanisms-contributing-rare-ability-control-hiv-infection-found
http://www.iflscience.com/health-and-medicine/mechanisms-contributing-rare-ability-control-hiv-infection-found
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-economic-summit-govt-ready-to-privatise-sick-psus-says-jaitley-114110600046_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-economic-summit-govt-ready-to-privatise-sick-psus-says-jaitley-114110600046_1.html
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/mentor/2003/02/24/stories/2003022400401100.htm
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/mentor/2003/02/24/stories/2003022400401100.htm
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PSU‘s. Firstly the personnel management in PSU‘s are undertaken by individual 

enterprises or some central agencies on the broad guidelines given by the government, 

hence fails to attract the best talents. Moreover the apex positions are held by 

bureaucrats who may not have expertise in such sector. 

2. There in lack of workers involvement in management, for efficient working it is 

necessary that workers need to understand their role in production process and in turn 

their demands need to be taken care of which will lead to better industrial relations. 

3. Security of tenure and time bound promotion leaves little room for motivation for the 

people involved.  

3. There is hardly any autonomy with PSU‘s, there is long hierarchical procedure need to 

be followed for taking any decision in PSU‘s which in turn delays the process. Moreover 

it cannot raise money directly from public without following the tardy process. 

4. Some PSU‘s are not meant for profit making but for infrastructural development of 

certain backward area, hence make loss. 

 Disinvestment is good option to get funding induced from individual and private 

money-holders but at present management is major cause of concern for Indian PSUs. 

Therefore privatization could heal them 

by introducing energetic working environment. 

But Outright Privatization is not the solution but adopting their good managerial 

practices which involve administrative autonomy, modernization and mechanization, 

sufficient training of human resource, restricted regulation , transparency in 

appointment and promotion may bring more economical, efficient and effective PSU. 

Also critic should realize that PSUs are not only based upon profit but motive of socio-

economic development as well which foster equity and empowerment as well. 

An alternative solution suggested recently by the government is taking support of profit 

making PSUs in revival of sick PSUs.  Privatization should only be considered when the 

PSU has outlived its social objectives. 

 

GS3 

Q2) Write a note on the 5/20 rule which was in news in the Indian aviation sector. 

Examine what‘s government‘s position on it. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/aviation-

ministry-mulls-easier-norms-for-flying-international-instead-of-outright-abolition-

114110501064_1.html 

Ans: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/aviation-ministry-mulls-easier-norms-for-flying-international-instead-of-outright-abolition-114110501064_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/aviation-ministry-mulls-easier-norms-for-flying-international-instead-of-outright-abolition-114110501064_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/aviation-ministry-mulls-easier-norms-for-flying-international-instead-of-outright-abolition-114110501064_1.html
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The present 5/20 rule of the Indian Aviation sector mentions that any airlines can start 

their international operations only when they have a 5years of domestic operational 

experience along with a fleet of minimum 20 aircrafts. 

International players are comfortable with this rule as it provides them protection 

against any new entrant (new entry barrier according to Porte‘s five forces) but Indian 

govt is trying to change this rule. 

This change will allow new players in the international aviation scenario and consumers 

will get more options and competitive prices. 

However, this change will also cause problems for older players in the market a now 

they will have to face a tough competition from the new players.  

This move is a welcome step by the government but instead of haphazardly giving 

clearance to new airlines, the govt should first ensure that they have the desired 

expertise, capacity to carry out international operations & the safety and security 

parameters are meted out as per regulations. 

 

 

 

 

GS2 

Q3) Discuss the policies of government of India towards Indian Diaspora since 

independence. Do you think India has tapped Diaspora‘s potential adequately? Examine 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/imagining-greater-

india/99/ 

Cursory Reads: http://thediplomat.com/2014/10/the-need-for-introspection-in-indias-

diaspora-policy/ 

http://grfdt.com/PublicationDetails.aspx?Type=Articles&TabId=30 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/w6s9xn4pcx9u9ww/CARIM-India-ASN2012-

01.pdf?dl=0 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/4lfv61i4ztxrjxz/Indiandiaspora.pdf?dl=0 

Introduction: 

Indian Diaspora has been created by contemporary flows of mainly 2 kinds, 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/imagining-greater-india/99/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/imagining-greater-india/99/
http://thediplomat.com/2014/10/the-need-for-introspection-in-indias-diaspora-policy/
http://thediplomat.com/2014/10/the-need-for-introspection-in-indias-diaspora-policy/
http://grfdt.com/PublicationDetails.aspx?Type=Articles&TabId=30
https://www.dropbox.com/s/w6s9xn4pcx9u9ww/CARIM-India-ASN2012-01.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/w6s9xn4pcx9u9ww/CARIM-India-ASN2012-01.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4lfv61i4ztxrjxz/Indiandiaspora.pdf?dl=0
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1). The  first  is  the  emigration  of  highly skilled  professionals, workers and students, 

labelled as Brain Drain, with tertiary  and higher educational  qualifications  migrating  

to  developed  countries,  particularly  to  the  USA,   UK,  Canada,  Australia and New 

Zealand. This flow started post independence and gathered momentum with the 

emigration of IT professional in the 1990s. 

2). The second is the flow of  unskilled  and  semi-skilled  workers  going  mostly  to  the  

Gulf  countries  and  Malaysia,  following the  oil boom in the Gulf countries, mainly 

from Kerala  and other south Indian States. Of late northern states like UP and Bihar 

have also emerged as leading sources of such migration. 

These  migratory  flows  have  resulted  in  diverse  communities  of  people of Indian  

origin in various parts of the world: East Asia, the  Middle-East Asia,  South and Eastern 

Africa,  Europe, North America, Australia, the northern part  of South  America  and  the  

Caribbean  Islands. 

Ans: 

The Indian Diaspora which is 2nd largest in the world, is a generic term used to describe 

the people who migrated from territories that are currently within the borders of the 

Republic of India. It also refers to their descendants. The Diaspora is currently estimated 

to number over twenty five million. 

In early post independence period Diaspora was viewed in negative light in India & 

hence the policies of engagement with the Diaspora were minimal. During 1990s, when 

India took to economic reform this whole policy of indifference changed. 

Since then various schemes have been implemented for the benefit of Indian Diaspora 

by the govt of India, namely, 

1). Indian Community Welfare Fund (ICWF) provides contingency expenditure  

incurred by the Indian Missions for carrying out welfare activities for Overseas Indian  

Citizens who are in distress. 

2). Mahatma Gandhi Pravasi Suraksha Yojana (MGPSY): The objective of MGPSY is to 

encourage and  enable  overseas  Indian  workers  having  Emigration  Check  Required  

(ECR)  passports  going to ECR countries, to (a) save for their return and resettlement 

and (b) save for  their pension 

3). Pravasi Bhartiya Bima Yojana (PBBY): The  Pravasi  Bharatiya  Bima  Yojana  is  a  

compulsory  insurance  scheme  for  overseas  Indian  workers having  Emigration  

Check  Required  (ECR) passport  going  to  ECR countries. 

4). Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) Card Scheme: A  registered  OCI  is  granted  

multiple  entry,  multi-purpose,  lifelong  visa  for  visiting India and is exempted from 

registration with FRRO for any length of stay in India. Tracing  the  Roots  Scheme  has  
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been  launched  by  Ministry  of  Overseas  Indian  Affairs in October 2008. Persons of 

Indian Origin (PIOs) desirous of tracing their roots in India may fill up the prescribed 

application form. 

5). Tracing the Roots: Tracing  the  Roots  Scheme  has  been  launched  by  Ministry  of  

Overseas  Indian Affairs in October 2008. Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) desirous of 

tracing their roots in India may fill up the prescribed application form. 

6). Voting Rights to Non-Resident Indians 

7). Pravasi Bhartiya Divas (PBD): The  Pravasi  Bharatiya  Divas  (PBD)  Convention  is  

the  flagship  event  of  the  Ministry -  organized every  year since January, 2003, with a 

view to  connecting India to  its vast Indian Diaspora and  bring their knowledge, 

expertise and skills on a  common platform. 

Indian Diaspora has grown to occupy central position in diverse fields. But the 

contribution back to India is not what it should be. 

Major reasons include 

1.inefficient government plagued with corruption constricting aid for social sector 

programs 

2.Unfavourable business environment constricting investment 

3.Lack of support and autonomy to research constricting knowledge transfer by 

scientists 

To see Diaspora just in terms of remittances and financial gains, would be a myopic 

view. Instead the maintaining  the  bonds  between  India  and  the  people  of  Indian  

origin  is  an emotional need for overseas Indians which apart from economic 

advantages for India will help in  maintaining good bilateral relations between India 

and the country  where the overseas Indian are  domiciled. 

 

 

GS3 

Q4) A new synthesis report from the UN-sanctioned Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) suggests forcefully what can be done about climate 
change by all the countries, especially large GHG emitters. Comment on these 
suggestions. 
 
Article: - http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/warming-signals/99/ 

 
Ans:  

India is a country that is deeply vulnerable to climate change. Yet, the impacts of climate 
change does not rank high on the Indian policy makes agenda. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/warming-signals/99/
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Two factors are attributed to this lack of concern: 
1.) India's pressing development concerns such as providing sanitation, universal health 
care, lowering unemployment, providing affordable energy and alleviating poverty 

2.) Fear of undertaking costly mitigation action against green house gas emissions that 
might stifle its growth 

The new report by IPCC challenges these perceptions. The following are its suggestions: 
1.) Limiting the effects of climate change is required for sustainable development. 
Ignoring climate change will only lead to slow down of economic growth, make poverty 
alleviation difficult, decrease food security, all of which will only increase poverty 

2.)Apart from mitigation and reducing future impacts of climate change, adaptation to 
the changes is also important and the adaptation is subjected to limits. This is consistent 
with India's recent policy on emphasizing adaptation at state and global levels. 

For e.g. an adaptation to a 1 degree rise in temperature is bearable, whereas a 5 degree is 
something to worry about. 

3.) Though time is running out for effective mitigation, India should consider policies 
which integrate multiplte objectives like achieving energy security, air pollution 
reduction and less GHG emissions which all compliment each other. 
 
The IPCC suggests both that climate change is a real, and not abstract, threat to India‘s 
development, and that there are significant energy options that would allow India to 
develop and yet contribute significantly to global mitigation. 
 

GS3 

Q5) - Write a note on Prime Minister‘s Council on Climate Change. 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/pms-climate-change-council-

recast/article6569513.ece 

Ans: 

The report of Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change draws attention of all major 

economies towards the impact of climate change. In this context, it is necessary to 

discuss the Indian government‘s action.  

Prime Minister‘s Council on Climate Change that comprises of 18 members was 

constituted in 2007 under the chairmanship of the Prime Minister. It is established to 

assess, adapt and mitigate climate change. In the wake of the IPCC report, this council 

was reconstituted with 13 government members and 4 non-government members.  

The importance of this council draws from the inclusion of Shri R.K Pachauri, the 

chairman of IPCC. The panel which has been inactive for the past three years has been 

reconstituted to focus on the following tasks: 

1. To provide a national action on assessment, adaptation and mitigation of the climate 

change. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/pms-climate-change-council-recast/article6569513.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/pms-climate-change-council-recast/article6569513.ece
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2. To evolve a coordinated response to the impact of climate change 

3. To periodically assess key policies 

In addition it would coordinate the work of various ministries in countering the impact 

of climate change. 

 

GS3 

Q6) What do you understand by sustainable fishing? Write a note on its practice in India. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/clam-fishery-gets-global-

green-certification/article6569688.ece 

http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/encyclopedia/sustainable-

fishing/?ar_a=1 

Ans: 

Sustainable Fisheries may be defined as the stewardship of the fisheries resources so as 
to provide economic and social benefits for the present while conserving the renewable 
resource base for future generations. It is to be achieved through responsible fishing, 
which considers rational fishery management objectives such as status of the resource, 
the health of the environment, post-harvest technology and trade, as well as other 
economic concerns, social benefits, legal and administrative support. It is a shared 
resource, thus, a co-ordinated approach to responsible fisheries management is essential. 
For this to be a reality various actions can be performed such as: 

1. regulate fishing efforts 
2. Establish code of conduct for responsible fishing to guide management plan 
3. Establish and support regional/international fishery commissions and organisations 
concerned with management of shared resources 
4. Regular consultation among harvesting countries 
5. Protection of the environment 
6. Promotion of research 
7. Optimise social and economic stability, and 
8. Set agreed management objectives and related reference points, incorporating a 
precautionary approach. 

India has taken its stand on sustainable fishery management. 

1.The fisheries department under ICAR has vision of 'Fish for all' with the objective of 
sustainable growth of Indian fisheries and aquaculture by interfacing research, 
education and extension resulting in a proper fit between the human needs and the 
habitat, with an important role in global fisheries. 
2. The Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) has agreed to adopt more sustainable 
tuna fishing practices. The IOTC has also agreed to adopt more basic ocean-friendly 
practices, such as the protection of seabirds and sea turtles. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/clam-fishery-gets-global-green-certification/article6569688.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/clam-fishery-gets-global-green-certification/article6569688.ece
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/encyclopedia/sustainable-fishing/?ar_a=1
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/encyclopedia/sustainable-fishing/?ar_a=1
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3. The coastal fishing communities are encouraged to use traditional method of fishing 
to harvest inland and marine life as it cause much less damage to coral mangrove, 
wetland and sea-grass bed habitats, as compared to modern fishing equipment such as 
motorboats which cause pollution and destroy the natural environment.  
4. The Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI), Kochi, the Kerala State 
Fisheries Department and the World Wildlife Fund, had joined hands with the local 
fishing community to achieve Marine Stewardship Council certification. 

 

 

GS-2 

Q7) Discuss how India can benefit from a free trade agreement with Russia, if it is 

finalised and comes into force in future. 

 

Main Article 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-russia-agree-on-free-trade-

negotiations/article6569285.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/its-time-for-free-trade-pact-with-russia-

says-india/article4570802.ece 

 

Ans: 

 

Intro 

● The Eurasian Customs Union or the Customs Union of Belarus, Kazakhstan, 

and Russia came into existence on 1 January 2010.The Customs Union was 

launched as a first step towards forming a broader European Union-type 

economic alliance of former Soviet states. 

● Relations with Russia are a key pillar of India's foreign policy and Russia has 

been a longstanding time-tested partner of India. 

● There are regular high-level interactions between the two countries. Two Inter 

Governmental Commissions one on Trade,Economic,Scientific,Technological and 

Cultural Cooperation (IRIGC-TEC) and another on Military Technical 

Cooperation (IRIGC-MTC) . 

New Development 

● For the first time India and Russia have agreed on negotiations for a Free Trade 

Agreement (FTA) between India & the Customs Union of Belarus, Kazakhstan 

and Russia. 

● Other major decisions include proposals for establishment of a ‗Smart City‘ in 

India by the Russian company ―Sistema,‖ joint cooperation for development of 

Potassium and Magnesium deposits in Russia, Project for launching 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-russia-agree-on-free-trade-negotiations/article6569285.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-russia-agree-on-free-trade-negotiations/article6569285.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/its-time-for-free-trade-pact-with-russia-says-india/article4570802.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/its-time-for-free-trade-pact-with-russia-says-india/article4570802.ece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belarus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazakhstan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-Soviet_states
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Telecommunication satellites ―NextStar‖ in the geostationary orbit of the Earth 

on low cost platforms and projects in high end computing. 

● Focus was largely on boosting economic cooperation. 

Benefit of FTA 

● With only 6 billion USD trade achieved against a target of 15 billion, much is to 

be gained by both countries by the proposed FTA. 

● Investment-If free trade agreement materialize, investors of Russia would prefer 

India for investment.FDI will increase. 

● Service Sector-Indian service sector is emerging as major component of India‘s 

GDP. But it is also being highly competitive for India to sustain its place with 

entry of certain South-East Asian nation(Indonesia,Thailand etc). To protect its 

service sector India need to explore its market in Russia. 

● IT Sector-With implementation of free trade agreement IT services and 

movement of its professional would help India to gain encouraged 

momentum.Restriction of European Union on Russia over Ukraine issue will 

force them to look into Indian Market. 

● Manufacturing-India has set target of 25 percent growth under New 

Manufacturing Policy .India can grow in pharmaceutical, automobile, clothings, 

jewellery and other manufacturing sectors which have potential to boost India‘s 

manufacturing capacities. 

● Labour-As there is large availability of cheap labour in India, Russian companies 

can set up units here and avail benefits under "Make in India" campaign. 

● FTA will reduce barriers to exchange, thus leading to growth of trade as a result 

of specialisation. While russia could benefit from India companies in sectors like 

pharma, auto, textile & value added Agriculture products, India can benefit from 

Russian expertise in defence manufacturing, energy and mining sector. 

● Energy-India can avail the benefit of the vast oil and natural gas reserves in these 

countries. With a rising economy, we are energy starved to fuel our growth. 

 

 

GS2 

Q8).The recent proposal of introduction of self-certification scheme in industries to curb 

'inspector raj' has raised many issues. Critically examine them. 

Main Article: 

www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-limits-of-

selfcertification/article6569264.ece 

Ans: 

To make India a production hub through the Make in Indiamantra the government is 

reviewing the existing industrial policies. Indiaranks a poor 142 in Ease of Doing 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-limits-of-selfcertification/article6569264.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-limits-of-selfcertification/article6569264.ece
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Business. The introduction of self-certification scheme is a step in that direction to curb 

inspector raj. 

However, there are many concerns with this policy. 

a) India‘s track record with industrial machinery inspections is poor. The Bhopal Gas 

Tragedy and recent troubles with quality products of Ranbaxy are prominent examples. 

b)Free reign to industries may be counterproductive. It may lure factories to declare 

their compliance just on paper follow poor standards. 

c) This exposes workers to vulnerable conditions of industrial conditions which may 

increase industrial accidents Random checking schedule of 4-5 years will help the 

flouters. 

d) Under reporting of worker's grievances and accidents and non-adherence of safety 

standards is worrisome for workers. 

However with proper implementation and adherence through transparent frameworks 
this will benefit immensely through increased employment. Single window clearance 
will inhibit economic growth and decreases existing corruption and bureaucratic red 
tape. 
 

However this should be ensured through: 

a) Serious matters to be covered under the 'mandatory inspection list'. 

b) Computerized list of inspections will bring end to the discretion of inspectors and 

bring transparency. 

c) Judicial system and tribunals should be watchdogs. Auditing the inspectors may also 

be considered. 

d) Complaints based inspections will also be determined centrally after examination 

based on data and evidence. 

We need to ensure people‘s lives are at minimal risk while promulgating such forward-

looking schemes. Self-certification should not mean non-compliance to standards. 

Secure – 7th Nov 2014 
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GS3 -Economy 

Q1) ―The economic reforms need to be properly linked with social benefits.‖ Has India 

succeeded in this establishing this linkage? Critically examine 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/reforms-

need-social-acceptance-naidu-114110700038_1.html 

Ans: 

Economic reforms and social justice have always gone hand in hand since the leadership 

gave the 'garibi hatao' motto. Thus we saw liberalization, privatization and globalization 

go hand in hand with programs like integrated rural development program, Indira  

Awas  Yojna etc. Even in present time the reforms in the economy like the shramev 

yojna has been accompanied with reforms in rashtriya swasthya bima yojna.  

1. Redistributionist taxation policy that helped to address the gap between the rich and 

the poor to some extent. 

2. 'Make in India' Programme that has aided in attracting FDI in manufacturing sector 

creating jobs for the unskilled. This has also led to capital investment in R&D sector 

transforming the unskilled into skilled. 

3. Decreased tax rates has reduced instances of tax evasion and helped in channeling 

proceeds in social welfare schemes. 

4. Even the pre liberalization license raj policy that was intended to address economic 

disparity and equitable distribution of resources has elevated many families above BPL 

era. 

5. The call for FDI has gone along with the enactment of the land acquisition act 2014 

empowering the gram sabhas. 

Yet the following maladies persist, 

1. The social justice efforts have been followed by enactment of the laws and not in 

implementing them. (NFSA has not even come in force). 

2. The laws originally enacted have been gradually diluted by executive action (the 

dilution in environmental protection laws and the land acquisition laws). 

3. Social justice efforts in the health sector have produced sub optimal results. (India still 

has one of the highest IMR and MMR) 

4. Large section of the population is has either informal jobs or low skills.. 

5. Land redistribution efforts have largely been unsuccessful. 

6. Withdrawal of mismanaged and untargeted subsidies has only affected the poor. 
 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/reforms-need-social-acceptance-naidu-114110700038_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/reforms-need-social-acceptance-naidu-114110700038_1.html


INSIGHTS SECURE Q&A COMPILATION NOVEMBER-2014 FIRST WEEK 

 

http://insightsonindia.com                         INSIGHTS Page 60 
 

7. Disinvestment policy in the PSU has increased unemployment and the former 
employees find themselves in the middle of open competition. Hence, restraining is 
required. 
 
Thus, even though the intention of the legislature has been progressive. Yet the ground 

results have been below expectations and more needs to be done for better 

implementation and guaranteeing the constitutional ethos of social justice to people. 

 

GS – III – International Relation 

Q2) Critically comment on the impact of outcome of recent midterm polls in USA on 

India. 

Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/lame-duck-

114110601449_1.html 

Ans – 

In recent midterm polls in USA, the republican have won comprehensive victory over 

the democrats. Some of these republican leaders have advocated for stronger ties with 

India. 

The positive effects of the election results ma y accrue in the following sectors  

1) Defense and security- US govt will be more inclined to strengthen military ties 

between the two countries. Also, ties regarding international terrorism will receive boost 

while at the same time role of Pakistan in sponsoring terrorism against India and the 

world will come under attack. This will put pressure and serve Indian cause. 

2) Energy sector - India may be able to gain from newly discovered shale gas fields of 

america. Also, nuclear energy agreements might receive boost. 

The negative effects can be on 

1) Trade - The republican party is in favour of less barriers to trade. If India continues its 

toughened stand on trade issues, US might make trade treaties with countries and group 

of countries which exclude India which might be detrimental to the Indian interests. 

2) IPR- The republican party is also in favour of strong IPR which might not help India's 

cause and it may be degraded to Priority foreign country which will not be good for 

Indian pharma and other industries. 

Thus, India needs to actively engage with USA to promote its cause in defence and 

security, energy sector and strengthen economic ties without compromising its own 

health and development requiremetns. 
 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/lame-duck-114110601449_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/lame-duck-114110601449_1.html
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GS3 

Q3) Recently the United Nations-backed Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) released its fifth report on climate change and its effects on health and economies. 

Do you think these reports have had desired impact on policies of governments in favour 

of climate change mitigation? Critically comment on the outcome of these reports. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/for-cleaner-skies-

114110601447_1.html 

IPCC‘s 5th Annual Report Summary: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/8hydpzb6w0mlctx/IPCC_AR5_Summary%20for%20poli

cy%20makers.pdf?dl=0 

Ans: 

The  Intergovernmental  Panel  on  Climate  Change  (IPCC)  is  the  international  body  

for  assessing  the science related to climate change. The IPCC was set up in 1988 by the 

World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) to provide policymakers with regular assessments of the scientific 

basis of climate change, its impacts and future risks, and options for adaptation and 

mitigation. 

5th Annual report of IPCC enlists, 

The rise in temp should be contained to 2degree Celsius to prevent irreversible damage 

to Global climate. The phasing out of Fossil fuels in power generation to bring down 

Green House gas emissions to near zero by the end of this century. 

Following outcomes of IPCC underscore its importance, 

1).The first assessment report of the IPCC served as the basis for negotiating the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

2). The Second Assessment Report (SAR), issued in 1995, provided key input to the 

negotiations which led to the adoption of the Kyoto Protocol to the UNFCCC in 1997 

3).The 3rd and 4th reports have increasingly held environmentally destructive activities of 

nations responsible for global warming. 

Though IPCC‘s recommendations are backed by scientific evidence and consensus yet 

these reports have not achieved their desired goal because, 

1). IPCC report puts the facts to the table but there are many critical issues which 

governments really have to work out like how to fairly distribute emissions rights and 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/for-cleaner-skies-114110601447_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/for-cleaner-skies-114110601447_1.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8hydpzb6w0mlctx/IPCC_AR5_Summary%20for%20policy%20makers.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8hydpzb6w0mlctx/IPCC_AR5_Summary%20for%20policy%20makers.pdf?dl=0
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how to fairly share the costs. These issues require a political will and action which is 

seen lacking in most of them. 

2). IPCC‘s projections usually pertain to the distant future rather than to the hazards on 

hand, such as environmental pollution and weather-induced natural calamities. 

IPCC is recognised all over the world as a credible source of information regarding 

Climate change. Govts would be well served by formulating the policies which are in 

sync with these assessment reports. 

 

GS PAPER-2  

Q4) Some activists argue that some of the provisions of the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) 

Act (ITPA), 1956 are outdated and also violate rights of certain section of the society. 

Critically examine. 

Main Article:  http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/amend-immoral-

traffic-act-sex-workers/article6572701.ece 

Ans: 

India is a signatory to the United Nations protocol on suppression of trafficking and has 

accordingly enacted Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act or ITPA, 1956. The act has been 

amended twice and demand to amend it to suit the changing conditions have been for a 

long time. Some pertinent issues are: 

- section 4 of the Act punishes individuals over 18 years of age dependent on the income 

of a sex worker implying that all dependent relatives of sex workers shall be punishable. 

In case the children are over 18 and unemployed, this provision restricts them from 

perusing higher education as they are financially dependent on their mothers for fee. 

- section 8 of the Act does not make prostitution an offence per se, however, practicing it 

in a brothel or within 200 m of any public place is illegal. This creates confusion whether 

prostitution to be considered a legitimate way of earning a living if entered into by 

choice. 

- the law also confers power on police to search and raid brothel premises and arrest 

suspects. Often, this leads to harassment of sex-workers and result into 'regulation' by 

local police rather a complete ban. Besides police, they are also prone to vigilante 

groups. 

It is argued that the Act and successive amendments (in 1972 and 1986) have failed to be 

a deterrent.(Since the prostitution of underage girls has not stopped). 

Efforts to amend the ITPA in 2005 were halted by the disagreement in the health and 

women and child development ministry. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/amend-immoral-traffic-act-sex-workers/article6572701.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/amend-immoral-traffic-act-sex-workers/article6572701.ece
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 The Govt. has recently proposed to amend the law and legalize it. It would confer them 

labour rights and other social security benefits. Besides legalization, the long standing 

demand to fill only mother's name in schools forms also needs to be implemented. 

The govt‘s willingness to trash outdated laws might pave the path for amendments in 

the current law. 

GS1 

Q5: Some people believe that modern scientific inventions were known to the ancient-

most Indians. Do you buy this argument? Critically discuss. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/mythology-

science-and-society/article6572669.ece 

Ans: 

C Arthur writes, ―Any sufficiently advance technology is indistinguishable from magic.‖ 

This is true to some extent. A few centuries ago people could have only dreamt of 

airplanes or going on mars. But with technology, the magic of flying in air has become 

day to day reality. But Da Vinci created a design for flying machine which looked like 

the Zeppelins during the nineteenth century. 

Imagination has driven scientific technology as well has produced sci-fi literature. It is 

expressed in the lines of poet HarivanshRai ―jaha na pahuche Ravi, waha pahuche Kavi‖ 

meaning where Sunrays can‘t penetrate, a poet can easily reach. But there needs to be a 

scientific and rational analysis of literature to differentiate between imagination and 

actual scientific accomplishments of our forefathers. 

Da Vinci created a design for flying machine which looked like the Zeppelins during the 

nineteenth century but it was only a figment of imagination and rational analysis of facts 

and literature of that time shows that. Similarly, Centaurs, mermaids and other creatures 

were imaginations in Greek Mythology. Analysis of history and literature proves that 

winners write history and exaggeration of their rule and achievements are part of 

history writing. 

Claiming that in Ancient India, biotechnology was there and that there was a 

biotechnologist who could have fitted an elephants head on a human being and that 

other biotechnologist produced 100 Kauravas from a single flesh does not stand the test 

of rational thinking and there are no evidence to prove that such long and arduous 

technology existed. 

The only reasons for such statements seem to gain political mileage and religious 

chauvinism. This should be avoided at all cost. 

But there is ample proof of our heritage in algebra by Aryabhatta, medical and surgical 

achievements by Sushruta and others. Taking pride in achievements of our forefathers is 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/mythology-science-and-society/article6572669.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/mythology-science-and-society/article6572669.ece
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a good thing but taking it to a chauvinistic level will degrade and make us a joke to be 

not taken seriously. Also, it will take us away from the scientific and rational decision 

making. 

It is imperative that mythology and science and politics not be mixed as they create an 

explosive mixture and degrade the rational thinking ability of the masses. The effect of 

such propaganda might fetch some short term political and religious benefits to leader 

but in long run will adversely affect the religious unity and promotion of scientific 

temper in people of India as enshrined in constitution of India. 

GS2 

Q6) ‖ The inability to fully grasp and copy the most rudimentary of time-tested western 

— now Chinese — models for cities, highways, trains, bridge designs, auto and transport 

ideas, Bus Rapid Transit Systems (BRT), etc. has left the country‘s landscape a time warp 

of incompetence and despair.‖ In the light of India‘s slow growth in infrastructure sector, 

critically examine. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-failure-of-the-

indian-imagination/article6572667.ece 

Ans: 

Even after 67 years of Independence India is struggling hard to pace up the demands of 
infrastructure growth with that of economic growth as both are inter related. This 
highlights India's inability to implement the Chinese models.  

The failure indicates not only the stumbling blocks of development but also a lack of 
vision in implementing western development models according to the demands of 
specific Indian conditions 

Issues involved 
*unplanned Indian cities- mass migration to urban centres for better job opportunities- 
with half of unregistered citizens, poor housing due to increasing cost of land in urban 
centres due to which  poor people are thrown into slums 

 
*increase in population, large illiterate masses having a conservative and often a lack of 
civic sense. These people stand against development due to the fear of losing their 
livelihood- limited resources and space 

 
*government policies-instead of encouraging public transport, try to boost car 
manufacturing. 

 
*red tapism and under utilization of funds 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-failure-of-the-indian-imagination/article6572667.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-failure-of-the-indian-imagination/article6572667.ece
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The need of the hour is to understand the present scenario and then plan development. 
For that proper planning from the lowest level is essential .It is time to recognize and 
ensure the necessity of effective use of local self governments. Then only the far distant 
dreams like Smart cities and other world class facilities could be achieved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS-4 

Q7) What do you understand by artificial intelligence (AI)? Examine the need for ethics in 

the development of artificial intelligence. 

 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/artificial-intelligence-more-

dangerous-than-nukes/article6572668.ece 

 

Ans: 

What is AI ? 

● Intelligence exhibited by Machines/Software. 

● Resembles Human Intelligence. 

● Eg. Google Now,Siri. 

● John McCarthy, who coined the term in 1955,defines it as "the science and 

engineering of making intelligent machines". 

Ethics in AI 

● The possibility of creating thinking machines raises a host of ethical issues.  

● These questions relate both to ensuring that such machines do not harm humans 

and other morally relevant beings, and to the moral status of the machines 

themselves. 

● It is widely agreed that ―Current‖ AI systems have no moral status.  

Issues 

● The Threat to Privacy-If an AI program exists that can understand natural 

languages and speech (e.g.English), then, with adequate processing power it 

could theoretically listen to every phone conversation and read every email in the 

world, understand them and report back to the program's operators exactly what 

is said and exactly who is saying it. An AI program like this could allow 

governments or other entities to efficiently suppress dissent and attack their 

enemies. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/artificial-intelligence-more-dangerous-than-nukes/article6572668.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/artificial-intelligence-more-dangerous-than-nukes/article6572668.ece
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● The Threat to Human Dignity-AI technology should not be used to replace 

people in positions that require respect and care, such as:Judge,Police Officer etc. 

We require authentic feelings of empathy from people in these positions. If 

machines replace them, we will find ourselves alienated, devalued and 

frustrated. Artificial intelligence, if used in this way, represents a threat to human 

dignity. 

● Unintended Consequence-Many researchers have argued that, by way of an 

"intelligence explosion" sometime in the next century, a self-improving AI could 

become so vastly more powerful than humans that we would not be able to stop 

it from achieving its goals. It is being argued that Artificial Intelligence has the 

capability to bring about human extinction.There are claims that general 

superintelligence would be capable of independent initiative and of making its 

own plans, and may therefore be more appropriately thought of as an 

autonomous agent. Since artificial intellects need not share our human 

motivational tendencies, it would be up to the designers of the superintelligence 

to specify its original motivations. 

● Stephen Hawking wrote that successful AI ―would be the biggest event in human 

history. Unfortunately, it might also be the last.‖ 

Way Forward 

● We can hinder some of the potential chaos by following the lead of Google. 

Earlier this year when the search-engine giant acquired DeepMind, a 

neuroscience-inspired, Artificial Intelligence company based in London, the two 

companies put together an ―Artificial Intelligence Safety and Ethics Board‖ that 

aims to ensure these technologies are developed safely. 

 

 

Secure – 8th Nov 2014 

GS-1:-World history 

Q1) Critically examine how the fall of the Berlin Wall affected the Germany. 

Main Article: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/08/opinion/berlins-fractious-

unity.html?emc=edit_ae_20141107&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0 

Ans: 

The Berlin Wall was not just a physical wall which was built to separate West Berlin 

from East Germany but it was the physical representation of the Winston Churchill's 

metaphor of Iron Curtain during Cold War Era. 

It marked the boundary between two ideologies i.e. communism and capitalism. 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/08/opinion/berlins-fractious-unity.html?emc=edit_ae_20141107&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/08/opinion/berlins-fractious-unity.html?emc=edit_ae_20141107&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
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WHY WAS IT BUILT? 

People of East Germany started fleeing to West Germany because of good economic 

conditions there and also to escape from harsh Communist regime in East Germany. So 

to prevent the fleeing of East Germans this wall was built. 

 

POSITIVE IMPACT OF BERLIN WALL ON GERMANY  

(1) End of Cold War:-it initiated the end of Cold War between the U.S. and Soviet which 

ultimately ended in 1991. 

(2) Reunion of Germany:-It reunited the city of Berlin and once again Germany became a 

united nation. 

(3)Reunion of the Families:-With the reunion of the Germany, many families were 

reunited which were separated from each other when wall was built. 

(4)Dismantling of the Communist Bloc: The fall of Berlin wall also symbolizes the end of 

the Communist Bloc in Eastern Europe especially Eastern Germany. 

(5)Influence of communist parties:-The influence of Communist parties in Germany was 

very much reduced. 

NEGATIVE IMPACT :- 

(1) Unemployment :-The fall of Berlin wall brought the prosperous West Germany and 

poverty ridden East Germany together which resulted in the form of increased 

unemployment when people from East Germany started shifting to West Germany 

thereby putting strain on the resources of West Germany. 

 

(2)Raised taxes: - In order to revive the economy of East Germany, the taxes were raised 

on people of West Germany which ultimately led to the protests and violent clashes 

between people of West and East Germany. 

No doubt the fall of Berlin wall was one of the most remarkable incidents in the 20th 

century which not only prevented nuclear war between U.S and SOVIET with the end of 

Cold war but also in later years resulted in Germany becoming one of the economic 

power again. 

 

GS – 1 – World war 1 

Q2) Examine why Flanders Fields, the area straddling the Belgian provinces of West 

Flanders and East Flanders is significant to India. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/beyond-business/world-

war-i-i00-years-on 114110701119_1.html 

Ans – 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/beyond-business/world-war-i-i00-years-on%20114110701119_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/beyond-business/world-war-i-i00-years-on%20114110701119_1.html
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World war was not only fought in Europe but also in colonies especially in Africa which 

were at the heart of dispute being claimed by imperial powers for themselves. British 

Empire also served as a reservoir of manpower on an astonishing scale. 

India‘s contribution 

The British Empire‘s biggest contribution to the World War-1 was through India. 

1. 3.7 million tonnes of supplies 

2. Over 10,000 nurses, 170,000 animals, £146m of Indian revenue, and political support 

— including that of Gandhi, who helped recruit Indian volunteers in the face of 

nationalist opposition 

3. Most important of all was the Indian Army, the largest volunteer force in the world, 

which provided 1.1 million troops to serve overseas, principally in the form of six 

expeditionary forces labeled ‗A‘ to ‗F‘ 

a. Over 74,000 were killed — five times more than the combined death toll from every 

war that India has fought since independence — and 80,000 were held prisoner 

b. Indian soldiers won nearly 13,000 gallantry awards, including 12 Victoria Cross. India 

and the Empire as a whole provided Britain its strategic depth, something the Kaiser 

and his allies lacked leading to victory of allies. 

Most brutal and significant contribution of Indian army came in Flanders, Belgium in 

Battle of Ypres, here most of the fatality to Indian army occurred and first Victorian 

cross to Indian was given. Recently Belgium govt has decided to construct a museum 

honoring Indian soldiers‘ contribution. 
 

 

 

GS3 

Q3) ―One of the blunders in India‘s recent diplomacy was the decision to team up with 

China in the climate change negotiations that took place at Copenhagen in 2009.‖ 

Critically comment. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/t-n-ninan-win-win-

on-carbon-114110701338_1.html 

Ans: 

India and China no doubt have a lot of commonalities between them. The two most 
populous countries not only share common boundaries but also are going neck and neck 
in terms of growth rate and political clout in international arena. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/t-n-ninan-win-win-on-carbon-114110701338_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/t-n-ninan-win-win-on-carbon-114110701338_1.html
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 This roughly brings the two countries naturally closer to each other whenit comes to 
negotiations in international forums such as UNFCC. 

However it shouldn‘t be ignored that behind this closeness underlies a two altogether 
different growth stories, and that is where the Indian diplomacy failed to understand 
when it teamed up with China in the Climate Change negotiations against the 
developed nations and provided the biggest sinner country in terms of green house gas 
(GHG) emission a much sought after shield from making any tough commitment. 

A brief comparison makes it clear. China's share in global emission stands at 19% 
whereas India is far behind at 7%. In terms of emission per head India stands at 1.7 
tonnes per person whereas China is at whopping 7.2 tonnes per person. Last but the 
most important India‘s emission intensity ratio i.e. its GDP is far lower than its total 
emission whereas China emission exceeds its GDP. 

However that doesn‘t mean that India can get away from its responsibility of reduction 
at the next round of climate change talks. In fact what needs to be changed in indian 
diplomatic stand is to insist upon reducing the emission intensity. 

 If that is agreed upon by all nations, India would be fairly obliged to ensure that its own 
emission intensity also falls as well as it would be able to draw line of distinction 
between Indian and Chinese GHG emission trends. 

GS2 

Q4) Discuss the objectives of establishing Nalanda University in Bihar. Examine how 

different this University strives to be from other universities in India. 

 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-bhutan-to-

collaborate-on-nalanda-university/article6576594.ece  

Ans: 

Nalanda University was an ancient university which under auspices of Mahayana Sect 

imparted world class religious education and other traditional sciences at the time to all 

people coming to it. It was shining example of internationalization of Indian culture 

promoting its stature as knowledge based society, pluralism and tolerance. 

Current Nalanda University project has been modeled on the same objective of reviving 
an international level university which would contribute to studies of peace, 
environment comparative religion and other humanities subject in collaboration with 
Asian countries.  

It was envisaged by Amartya Sen and idea has received endorsement and funding from 
various countries like China, Singapore and recently Bhutan. 

The international project seeks to revive the cultural connect between old Asian 
civilizations which was earlier due to Silk route and Buddhism. Its difference from other 
universities in India is exemplified by - Separate legislation of Nalanda University Act 
by Parliament, giving it internationalist flavor. From beginning it is marketed and 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-bhutan-to-collaborate-on-nalanda-university/article6576594.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-bhutan-to-collaborate-on-nalanda-university/article6576594.ece
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popularized internationally on Buddhist heritage and quota of seats allotted to different 
countries rather than being predominant Indian institution. 

The university also seeks to make its mark by blending old and new practices by 
adopting sustainability as key tenet, depending on villages symbiotically around the 
campus. If the initiative is a success it would lead to increase in soft power of India and 
increase people to people contact with Asian neighbors. 
 

 

GS2 

Q5). Write a critical note on Russia‘s ―Eastern pivot‖ and the role of India in it. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/make-in-india-meets-russias-

eastern-pivot/article6565352.ece 

http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/139617/fiona-hill-and-bobo-lo/putins-pivot 

Ans: 

Russia‘s eastern pivot is a tactical manoeuvre of Russia to expand its ties to the east and 

have its influence circlethere. It represents growing appetite for global profusion, 

through increased trade, arms selling and multitudinal cooperation with East Asia.High 

dependence on the western sideeconomically and geostrategically has left her 

vulnerable to western play. FollowingUkraine episode and trade banning between west 

and Russia, she has look todiversify amid growing losses. 

SCOPE AND LIMITS OF RUSSIA‖S EASTERN PIVOT: 

a) Russia has large resources but faces stiff competition and less business friendly 

compared to other countries like US, Canada Turkmenistanin satisfying the demand of 

Asia-Pacific. 

b) Russia wants to strengthen economic cooperating with china where oil market 

matches perfect rather than containing China. Both are also strategically opposing US 

hegemony but concerns about domination remain. 

c) Opening up of new northern route adds advantage but it is prone to seasonal 

variability. 

d) Diversification of relations are still not gained either with Korea or Japan or China 

where the internal disputes like South China sea can tests Russia‘s eastern pivot. 

INDIA‘s ROLE: 

a) India enjoys long friendly relations with Russia free of disputes where its interests 

meets in ‗Make in India‘ campaign. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/make-in-india-meets-russias-eastern-pivot/article6565352.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/make-in-india-meets-russias-eastern-pivot/article6565352.ece
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/139617/fiona-hill-and-bobo-lo/putins-pivot
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b) Import independence and technology transfer in defense, nuclear, space and oil 

satisfy Russia‘s demand for markets and secure investments like GLONASS 

c) Further FTA or Customs Union can strengthen trade relationship to its strategy to 

diversify trade relations free from US influence. 

If consistent efforts are made in addressing the limits then Russia can integrate well with 

Asia-Pacific with increased opportunities for it. 

 

GS2 

Q5: Write a critical note on cultural relations between India and Bhutan 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-bhutan-to-

collaborate-on-nalanda-university/article6576594.ece 

Ans: 

India and Bhutan share a brotherly bond with each other and have symbiotic 

relationship, both learning & mutually gaining from it, whether in economic, political or 

cultural relations. Not only the political entities, famous personalities admired by the 

people of both countries, but also there is an existence of strong Buddhism link, which 

shelters and strengthens cultural liking and tolerance. The following points enumerate 

on maturing cultural relationship: 

1. Bhutan has been an avid supporter of Indian line of thought, whether its peaceful 

coexistence, NAM and various others. 

2. During the latest visit of President of India, an agreement has been concluded on 

Nalanda University, which paves the way for greater student and faculty participation 

from Bhutanese people. 

3. The concept of Gross National Happiness given by Bhutan has found ready 

acceptance in Indian echelons. Indeed it is the public happiness and mental satisfaction 

that best indicates the progress of a nation. 

4. Bhutan was an active participant in SAARC exhibitions on textile, music, food 

festivals etc. 

5. Indo-Bhutanese Friendship car rally started in 2007 is another annual affair that 

connects likeminded people & the cements the bond of friendship in its unique style. 

6. The literary festival sponsored by IBF has been very popular and renowned 

participants have enthralled audience with their performances. 

Thus it can be seen that India and Bhutan go hand in gloves when it comes to 

appreciating & being a part of each other‘s culture and festivals. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-bhutan-to-collaborate-on-nalanda-university/article6576594.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-bhutan-to-collaborate-on-nalanda-university/article6576594.ece
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GS3 

Q6) Critically discuss the strategies adopted and their outcome by India and 

neighbouring countries to conserve and protect wild elephants. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/conclave-on-

asian-elephants-for-conservation-think-tank-in-india-myanmar-

bhutan/article6576600.ece 

Ans: 

Sustainable development in human needs and wildlife conservation forms the very core 
philosophy of our environmental policy. Elephants form a very critical link in ecological 
system. However there is declining trend of their population due to viz. 

1. Fragmentation of their habitat. 
2. Rising man and elephant conflict 
3.Developmental projects. 
4. Illegal poaching 

Efforts by India and other countries:- 
1. Elephant task force was set up to evaluate the reason and ways to conserve elephant 
population. 

2. Project elephant was an initiative of Union government in collaboration with 
Myanmar and bangladesh to restore natural ecological corridors of elephant movement. 

3. Establishing Elephant reserves and demarcating them precisely. eg, singhbum district 
orissa. 

4. Poaching and illegal trade of of elephant or its body parts as a serious crime under 
MIKE(Monitoring of illegal killing of elephant) 

However some more concerted efforts through local community participation is needed. 

 

GS2 

Q7) Write a critical note on India‘s agreement with Israel to combat various security 

threats together. 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-israel-to-collaborate-in-

fighting-terror-cyber-threats/article6576886.ece 

Ans: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/conclave-on-asian-elephants-for-conservation-think-tank-in-india-myanmar-bhutan/article6576600.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/conclave-on-asian-elephants-for-conservation-think-tank-in-india-myanmar-bhutan/article6576600.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/conclave-on-asian-elephants-for-conservation-think-tank-in-india-myanmar-bhutan/article6576600.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-israel-to-collaborate-in-fighting-terror-cyber-threats/article6576886.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/india-israel-to-collaborate-in-fighting-terror-cyber-threats/article6576886.ece
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● Recognising the evolving global terror threats, India and Israel have resolved to 

deepen cooperation in fighting the menace and collaborate in the field of Cyber 

Security. 

● In February 2014, India and Israel signed three important agreements on Mutual 

Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, Cooperation in Homeland and Public 

Security, and Protection of Classified Material. 

● The way Israel guards its border with Palestine on the Gaza strip, India plans to 

implement some of these technologies to guard its sensitive border with Pakistan 

as Israel was "ready and willing" to share with India its technology for border 

protection. 

● India has invited Israel to become a partner in the 'Make in India' initiative in the 

defence sector even as Israel expressed its desire to share cutting-edge weapons 

technologies with India. Due to Israel‘s small size and incomplete industrial base, 

many of its defense industries actually manufacture Israeli defense products in 

third countries, particularly the United States. Having India as an additional 

option would help Israel diversify its manufacturing options. In return, India 

would gain valuable technological and defense transfers. This is, after all, the 

point of the ―Make in India‖ campaign to foster innovation and investment in 

India‘s industries. 

● However since India has 2nd largest Muslim Population in the world there are 

always protest from this section of population against ties with Israel. 

● It is also very important for India to balance its interest in Middle East for 

Oil/Energy Security. India cannot allow its ties with Iran & Saudi Arabia to go 

down. 

● Moreover with understanding relationship of Israel where it partners India 

overtly so as not to contribute to alienation of minorities of India has led to 

further goodwill towards it. 

 

 

 

GS2 

Q8) Few years after independence, the union government added ‗public order‘ among the 

reasons for which the right to free expression may be restricted under our Constitution. 

What do you understand by ‗public order‘? Do you think this particular clause should be 

deleted? Critically comment. 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/kiss-of-love-
arrests-and-the-hecklers-veto/article6576642.ece 

Ans: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/kiss-of-love-arrests-and-the-hecklers-veto/article6576642.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/kiss-of-love-arrests-and-the-hecklers-veto/article6576642.ece
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Freedom of expression, the most visible feature of a democracy, has been guaranteed by 

our constitution under Article 19. The first amendment in the constitution has restricted 

this right for the sake of ―public order‖. 

It was a Legislative measure, after national security as an excuse, was objected by 

judiciary for restrictions on freedom of expressions. However meant for other purposes 

it is misused everyday through harsh interpretations just like 66A and of the IT act and 

Sedition law at the behest of few. 

The amendment might have been made to keep a check on violent protests which 

disturb the public order. But looking at the humongous number of misuses like Aseem 

Trivedi cartoons, Twitter blocking, Kerala Kiss of Love protest campaign it surely raises 

many eyebrows.This needs clarity and immediate interpretation because: 

a) Harsh implementation in unwarranted cases has been held illegal by SC. SC has tried 

to redefine criteria for free speech and it should bring this to eye of the executive 

through defining the boundaries. This law helps the extremists and under pressure 

partisan authoritiesto take action against innocents. 

b) This creates imbalance in society where some powerful groups force their will 

threatening democracy in the long run and imposing hecklers veto. 

c) When public order becomes an excuse to silence free expression in a democracy the 

problem is not with the provision itself but its interpretation.The state should get those 

groups threatening the public order to book rather than banning the peaceful protest. 

d) Blot on Indian democracy: Dealing legitimate criticism with severe pecuniary and 

restrictive penalties in the name of rumor mongering and mischief making is 

undemocratic. 

e) Humans are rational and they express to enrich society dynamically. They have the 

insight and expertise to benefit society on whole. The laws of the land should reflect the 

changed realities of Indian societies with more liberal interpretation and 

implementation. 

Public order is a situation of society where peace, safety and tranquility prevail. Though 

reasonable restriction is necessary to safeguard harmony and peace in the society the 

misuse of the law is itself is against public order.  

Deletion would be extreme however the intention of the provision should be made 

clear to the implementing authorities. 

 Concerned authorities will be more proactive to take action impartially judging the 

intention of information. If authorities or institutions have some kind of apprehension 

regarding such expression, they must restrict.  
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Awareness campaigns and education would be more effective to combat hate 

mongering. We have to ensure that everyone knows dissenting is critical to a vibrant 

democracy. 

 

 


