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Man has been a curious being by nature. Starting from the discovery of fire, to invention 

of the revolutionary wheel, and then slowly progressing through Agricultural, 

Industrial, Medical and Technological Revolutions, mankind has reached a highly 

advanced stage of development today. His curiosity since time immemorial, has led 

him to unceasingly discover newer scientific principles behind natural phenomena and 

their application in daily life to make it smoother. ............................................................... 88 

In fact, mankind has progressed so much today that one of our satellites called Voyager 

has reached inter-galactic space having crossed the boundary of our solar system; 4D 

Printing has emerged, by which materials will adapt themselves to environment 

through coded algorithms meaning a significant step ahead of even 3D Printing; a chip 

can today be a contraceptive by releasing hormones to prevent pregnancy; our brain 

signals can trigger special glasses called Google glasses to click a picture and upload to 
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our networking sites; driverless cars can drive us around in hassle-free way and so 

many millions of such revolutionary changes have occurred and keep occurring each 

day. ............................................................................................................................................... 88 

Undoubtedly, development of science and technology (S&T) has helped mankind reach 

this unimaginably progressive stage of life. And what sustains newer and newer S&T 

innovations each passing day, is pumping resources into research and development 

(R&D) by the nations of the world. R&D means highly-skilled technical manpower like 

scientists, researchers etc. would work in well-developed laboratories to discover newer 

solutions to man's problems regarding health, infrastructure, connectivity, green 

technologies and so on, plus harness resources of the earth in the most efficient, safe 

and productive ways. Without R&D, mankind would not have achieved all the mind-

boggling progresses that it has and neither solutions to thousands of existent and 

emerging problems of a rapidly changing world would be achieved. .............................. 89 

Mainly there are two ways by which scientific R&D occurs in the world- private 

companies funded R&D and government funded scientific R&D. The primary 

differences between the two lie in the motives and areas of such funding. While private 

companies mainly fund R&D to maximise profits so that they can get patents and gain 

more by their inventions, government and other NGO funded R&D (such a s Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation, Rockefeller Foundation etc.) mainly focus on funding R&D 

with eye for maximum benefit of society, so that best and cheapest solutions to man's 

problems can be found which will benefit especially the poorest and marginalised 

sections of our 7 billion plus world population. .................................................................... 89 

For instance, private companies especially in developed countries have been making 

immense investments in pharma, technology, robotics, green technology etc. which 

have no doubt benefitted all people in the world, albeit at higher costs while the 

technology transfer takes place or patent periods continue. Profits for a long time are 

their driving force for such investment. Meanwhile especially developing countries' 

governments have invested in larger social benefit scientific R&D such as defence 

(DRDO of India has come up with many civilian uses like bio-toilets, night vision 

devices etc.), space (Cheap satellite technology by ISRO has made several satellites from 

world over to be launched by ISRO involved in weather prediction,communication 

etc.), vaccines (indigenous vaccines for Encephalitis etc. have been developed by 

Indian/Chinese scientists) , infrastructure (safety by railway signalling systems etc.), 

clean water detection (e.g. Indian Government agencies have recently come up with 

very cheap chemical toolkit to detect if water sample has fluoride in it) and so on. 

Developed countries' government funded R&D is also substantial especially in space 

technology and medicine e.g. NASA, ESA, CDC (Centre for Disease Control in USA) 

etc.................................................................................................................................................. 89 

Having said thus, however, no scientific R&D by any source can be undermined, as 

ultimately mankind benefits from all such efforts. Yet, role of government funding in 

R&D becomes more essential for incrementally lower-cost benefits to accrue equitably 

throughout the world. In this context, several issues in government funding scientific 

R&D across nations need to be analysed. Firstly, funds with governments is in short 
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supply especially in developing and less developed countries. They spend only 1 to 2% 

of GDP in research. Secondly, manpower availability is a problem across the world. In 

developed countries, populations are aging and their immense facilities remain 

underutilised. Meanwhile, developing countries are unable to invest in world-class 

technical/scientific institutions to develop scientific potential to full ability. Yet, the 

scientific manpower that does get built up in developing countries often leave for 

developed countries due to better facilities, recognition and earnings. Thirdly, 

international limitations on countries often bind their R&D capabilities in specific fields. 

e.g. Iran wants to develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes yet its hands are tied by 

untrusting greater powers of the world. ................................................................................. 89 

Yet, due to the pivotal role of government in R&D for sustainable development in a 

world plagued by human illnesses, poverty, tech transfer disagreements by North to 

South countries, climate change and impending destruction of our planet, all above 

issues with government R&D must be overcome. The governments must not only fund 

its own R&D institutions for conducting ground-breaking research by increasing 

allocation to R&D in their budgets, but they must also act as the foremost facilitator for 

private sector investment in R&D. Through tax incentives, depreciation benefits, 

providing resources like land etc. the government can significantly augment private 

companies' or foundations' R&D. Also, governments must jointly undertake research 

with private companies for betterment of human civilisation as a whole. ........................ 90 

The globalised world of today offers international collaborations in scientific R&D and 

these must be utilised to the hilt such as exchange programmes of research scholars, 

joint research papers, easier communication by Skype/Internet , global fellowships for 

scientific scholars, setting up funds like India Innovation Fund etc. Developed and 

developing countries' governments must bridge gaps. e.g. Indo-US collaboration on 

science and defence, Indo-Israel efforts in harnessing sustainable agricultural 

technologies etc. Products coming from such reasearch may be hundreds of times 

cheaper and would be advantageous to mankind as a whole. International awards like 

Longitude Prize which include finding answers to combating world problems like 

antibiotic resistance, ensuring clean water/nutritious food to all, carbon emission free 

travel by airplanes etc. give a boost to scientific R&D inititated by UK Government. .... 90 

Therefore, the need of the hour is for governments throughout the world to collaborate 

and solve mankind's collective problems through scientific R&D. World needs 

sustainable development now. Mankind's rapid progress has made climate change a 

reality. Yet S&T research holds the key to temper effects of this dangerous phenomenon. 

Nothing is more important than Planet Earth's survival for our future as a whole. Role 

of government is the most valuable in this direction, in an ever more inter-connected 

global village that the world is today. ..................................................................................... 90 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Sixteen (20th July 2014) ................................ 90 

Topic:  1) ―The best of mankind is a farmer; the best food is fruit.‖ –  Ethiopia ............... 90 

2) Are Social Networking Sites Good For Society? Comment. ............................................ 90 
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Man is by nature a social animal. Civilization is response of this virtue. In this era, 

society has advanced so much that people find little time to interact with their loved 

ones. Life has become very busy or seems very busy. Old interactions among people on 

chaupals, in festivals and in marriages have reduced. ―Knowledge is wealth‖. Man is 

using his knowledge to make his life comfortable and full fill his dreams. ...................... 90 

Social Networking sites are the outcome of the desire of the man to connect with the 

friends, relatives, colleagues in this busy life. The social networking sites become so 

integral part of human life that for many life seem impossible without it. Children, 

adults rush to their cell phone in the morning to check out the messages on social 

networking sites before seeing their parent faces. This much has been the influence of 

the social networking sites. So, what are these social networking sites, How did these 

sites gain so much importance in the lives of people and how do they affect the society 

as a whole, are few natural questions to come in mind........................................................ 90 

Social networking sites are online platforms where people can connect to each other, 

can share their personal information such as photos, videos, etc. These sites have 

become venues where people can share emotions, challenge each other‘s views, can 

support a common cause etc. Facebook, Twitter, Myspace, Orkut are few famous social 

networking sites. Facebook has more than 500 million active users. This number 

assumes significance where internet penetration is so low in developing and least 

developing countries. More and more people can be expected on social networking sites 

in future. ...................................................................................................................................... 91 

These sites have gained importance in last two decades only. In the era of globalization 

world has become very dynamic. Technology is changing with every increasing pace. In 

this environment, work culture has become very challenging and demanding. People 

have to keep themselves up to date with the latest developments and changes 

happening in academic as well as industry level to keep themselves employable. In the 

era of out-sourcing people are working in different time zones and find little common 

time to spend with their families. The rising cost of living forced people to migrate more 

and more to find better paying jobs so that they can raise the standard of their lives. In 

this race of betterment, people turn towards social networking sites to connect to their 

loved ones. .................................................................................................................................. 91 

Social Networking sites are influencing the society inside out. The information 

dissemination from these sites is immense and a global village is in development. The 

process of democratization has expedited with the help of social networking sites. ...... 91 

The Arab uprising, Shahbaag case, India Against corruption movement, Nirbhaya case 

are a few examples which could manage to mobilize people just because of social 

networking sites. People are able to make their elected representatives to hear their 

voices and demands using these sites. The Criminal Amendment Act 2013 is a example 

of this. This platform has increased the process democratization and making people 

aware about their rights. This rate of increase is healthy trend for the society. Political 

leaders are using these sites to connect with the people. Most of the political leaders are 

on twitter and Facebook. Through these sites they let people informed about their 
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activities and opinions on different issues. This medium has replaced the physical 

interaction to a great extent. ..................................................................................................... 91 

Social networking sites not only fulfill the demand of the people to connect with the 

people but also provide a tool to market their products and to find employment. Many 

companies are using these sites to promote their business and products. This is one of 

the cheapest medium to market the products and hence, corporate can maximize their 

profits and in turn, can contribute to country‘s tax revenue. The concept working from 

home has gained currency in recent era. People making many applications from home 

for these sites and are getting paid without moving outside. This concept is very useful 

for the house wives and disabled, who want to stay home yet remain employed. Even 

outsourcing through these sites has become easy as it does not require VISA. This 

economic aspect of these sites is proving very fruitful for all the sections of the society.

 ...................................................................................................................................................... 91 

Social networking sites have reduced the physical distances to one room‘s length. Now, 

people need to not to travel thousands of miles to meet their parents, wife, siblings, 

relatives etc. Most the sites provide audio-video chat option which feels like talking 

with each other without any barriers. This has reduced the fuel consumption on 

travelling and increased the disposable income in the hands of the individuals. The 

disposable income is invested in economy back as personal savings and increase the 

growth rate which helps the whole society to raise its standard of living and reduce 

poverty. ........................................................................................................................................ 92 

Swami Vivekanand has aptly said, ―Knowledge is the best tool to change the world‖. 

Social networking sites are also useful in education sector. Many open source 

organizations such as KHAN academy share their educational tutorials on these sites 

from which many people benefited. On the other hand this saves paper and help to 

keep the planet healthy and green. These initiatives have made people more educated 

and world a better living place.  One aspect of these sites can be found in health sector. 

People find these sites useful to relieve from their stress. The stress level in today‘s 

working culture has increased many folds and sharing the emotions with the people 

definitely provides relief. .......................................................................................................... 92 

These sites have blurred the physical boundaries of the nations. Huge number of people 

is getting acquainted about each other‘s countries. This is promoting harmony in the 

nations and boosting international corporations. So in a sense, these sites also 

benefitting the society by promoting international peace. ................................................... 92 

Social networking sites have become essential part of life but not without reason. People 

are appreciating the positive features of these websites. But every technology has its 

darker side as well and social networking sites are no exception. ..................................... 92 

People are sharing their personal information on these sites which in this digital era can 

be misused. The operation PRISM of USA, NETRA of India are monitoring the personal 

data of the people. This is gross violation of the right to privacy. The justification is that 

the data is used to thwart any terrorist activities. It is true to an extent but such a large 

scale operation as PRISM cannot justify that act when wikileaks exposed the hollow 
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claims. The snooping on political leaders, opposition parties, rival business corporations 

are few examples of misuse of the information collected from the servers of these 

websites. ...................................................................................................................................... 92 

In addition to that, most of the servers of these websites are located in developed 

countries specifically USA. Under government pressure and monetary and political 

incentives the personal data are being shared with government organizations. This data 

is used to predict the stand of other nations in important summits like UN, G20, G77 

etc., to know the business strategies of rival nation‘s companies etc. Moreover the 

information is used to study the human behavior and demands which gives undue 

advantage to MNCs of those nations to predict consumer behavior. ................................ 92 

Social networking sites have flamed the problem of isolation in teenagers. They spend 

lot of time on these sites and remain in virtual world. This hampers the growth of their 

social aspect. Many suicide cases are coming in the picture where love and break-up 

both happen on these social networking sites. Human traffickers are using these website 

to lure the young children on the pretext of lucrative job offers or other incentives. ...... 92 

Cyber crime has got shot in arm with the coming of these websites. The criminals can 

get the information about their targets easily with the help of these sites. Hacking of the 

personal pictures and videos and then, blackmailing has become a routine problem. The 

pictures are morphed and put on the pornographic sites. Many terrorist organizations 

are using these sites for their recruitment purpose also. They find the people who can be 

readily amenable towards their cause with their behavior on these sites. ........................ 92 

As the benefits of the social networking sites are many as the disadvantages also. But 

these advantages outweigh the disadvantages. The darker side of these sites can be 

tamed with international corporation and user awareness. People should avoid sharing 

too intimate photos, videos and personal information. Also, parents should prevent 

their teenager children to go online on these sites and make them aware about the 

potential danger of these sites. Instead parents should take them to play physical games 

with the children of their locality. It will develop the children holistically. ..................... 93 

The breach of privacy can only be prevented with the international corporation. 

International rules on internet governance should be adhered by all the countries and 

there should be strict provisions for violation of these rules. Developed countries should 

take lead in this front as they have required technology and man power to curb the 

menace. ........................................................................................................................................ 93 

Social networking sites can be very helpful for the societies if used judiciously and 

rationally. Every technology has two sides. It depend on us which side we want to use. 

The concept has its advantage and this only made it so popular among masses. We 

should harness it for betterment of the society. I will end with a quote from Nelson 

Mandela, ‖A good head and good heart is always formidable combination‖. ................. 93 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Seventeen (27th July 2014) ........................... 93 

Topic:  1) Does Indian Cinema Shape Our Popular Culture or Merely Reflect it? (CSE 

2011) ............................................................................................................................................. 93 
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2) Geography May Remain the Same; History Need Not (CSE 2010) ................................ 93 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Eighteen (03rd August 2014) ....................... 96 

Topic:  Judiciary In India – Its Role In Safeguarding Democracy ....................................... 96 

As Abraham Lincoln famously put it, ―democracy is the government of the people, by 

the people and for the people‖. That means in a democracy people gives to themselves 

the rules for their social, political and economic life. They also make institutions to 

frame, apply and safeguard these rules. ................................................................................. 96 

In most of the modern democracies, these institutions are: the legislature, the executive 

and the judiciary. Legislature frames the laws, Executive administers the laws, and 

judiciary upholds these laws against infringement by both the State and the citizen. 

These three branches of government are usually arranged in accordance with 

Montesque‘s theory of separation of powers. ........................................................................ 96 

Montesque developed his theory by studying the British Parliamentary model of 

democracy. According to him, for a really democratic government, these three branches 

should be separate from each-other. Every democracy, both Parliamentary and 

Presidential, adopts Montesque‘s model, but with some modifications to suit 

themselves. .................................................................................................................................. 96 

It is now understood that these branches cannot be watertight compartments. Such an 

absolute separation is not only impractical, but also detrimental to democracy. This is so 

because, in such absolute separation, the three branches will clash with each other for 

dominance. Such a clash would result in one of the branches dominating the other two, 

or a policy logjam. So, realistically, these three branches will have some 

interdependence in the top-end, and one branch will dominate others at least a little. 

For example, it is famously said that ―the British Parliament can do everything, but 

make a man a woman and a woman a man‖. To moderate such tendencies, the idea of 

Constitutionalism was brought in. It introduced ‗checks and balances‘ under an over-

arching law. ................................................................................................................................. 96 

The idea here is that of a ‗basic law‘. The people of a democratic state, in their birth as a 

democracy, give themselves a set of general principles that should govern the conduct 

of all the three branches. This basic law often contains ‗a bill of rights‘ available to the 

citizens against the government. Though the legislature can change it, the procedure to 

change this ‗basic law‘ is intentionally made difficult. And, Judiciary is entrusted with 

upholding this basic law. .......................................................................................................... 96 

So we can see that the functions of Judiciary in a democracy, is to:one, uphold the 

constitution, two, to adjudicate the laws framed by legislature, three, test those laws 

against the basic law, four, to safeguard the rights of citizens against the state. Any 

activity beyond this original scope can be called ‗judicial overreach‘. ............................... 96 

As in any other democracy, these are the functions that Indian judiciary performs. 

However, there are some necessary riders to these functions, on account of reasons 

specific to India. These we will deal later. .............................................................................. 97 
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Now we will asses the performance of Indian judiciary as a democratic institution. It 

should be remembered that a democratic institution safeguards democracy by doing its 

assigned job and not encroaching into others domain, though in exceptional situations 

such interference may be necessary. These also, we will discuss. ...................................... 97 

India has a ‗unified judiciary‘. That is, the state and union laws are adjudicated by the 

same system of courts. Supreme Court is at apex of that system. So to asses the 

performance of judiciary, it will suffice to assess the performance of the SC. However, 

we will be dealing with lower courts tangentially. ............................................................... 97 

The SC has rightly been dubbed ‗the watch dog of Indian constitution‘. When an 

executive action flouts the Constitution, the SC steps in to protect the Constitution. ..... 97 

In the S R Bommai case SC found that the authority of the president to remove a State 

Governor is not absolute. It established that any executive action is subject to the test of 

malafide(bad intention), absurdity, and due process. More recently, in the Bhullar case 

it has ruled that ‗executive clemency‘ provision does not provide total discretion to the 

executive. Instead, the exercise of clemency should be fair and with in a reasonable 

time. By fairness, it means that the yard-sticks applied to every case should be equal. In 

the Shah Bano, Daniel Latifi and Iqbal Bano cases it clearly established that the spirit of 

common justice and common civil law are the guiding principles of constitutionalism in 

India. ............................................................................................................................................ 97 

It has done admirably well in guarding against the abuse of constitution by other arms, 

especially the legislature. It is poignant to note here, that the top-executives are not only 

responsible to legislature, but also are legislators themselves. In the IndraSawhney case, 

the court did accept the amendment to Article 15, but imposed important caveats. It 

introduced the principle of ‗creamy layer‘ concept and recognized the 50% cap 

propounded in Balaji case. ........................................................................................................ 97 

But the most important of these judicial phenomena, is the KeshavanandaBharathi case. 

Here, the 13 member constitution bench of the SC, evolved the concept of ‗Basic 

structure of Constitution‘. It reasoned that ‗constituent power‘ and ‗amending power‘ 

are two different things, and the Indian Parliament has only amending power. So if it 

tries to bring changes that are beyond amending, then they may be constitutive, which 

is ultra vires its Power. What ever amendment that changes the ‗basic structure‘ is 

constitutive, and the SC alone has the right to decide what ‗basic structure‘ is. The court 

declared that the ‗basic structure‘ was a dynamic concept, thus leaving enough leg-

room for itself, in future. It has since been established that Federalism, independence of 

judiciary and Fundamental Rights are all part of basic structure. The SC has since used 

and upheld this doctrine in, Minerva Mills and I R Coelho cases and many others........ 97 

This is the same doctrine that serves to test any law that is contrary to the basic law. If a 

common law is found to be in violation of constitution, it is struck down without any 

difficulty. Many colonial era laws have been extinguished via that route. But, if it is an 

amendment or a constitutional device like the 9th schedule that is in question, then the 

‗basic structure‘ is called upon, and the law survives or perishes accordingly. ............... 97 
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Now let us examine the court‘s adjudication of laws enacted by the Parliament. The 

lower courts are charged with this function mostly, with appeals lying to the higher 

courts. Lately cases have arose where the incompetence and corruption in lower 

judiciary has been exposed. A journalist once succeeded in procuring an arrest warrant 

against one AvulPakkeerJalaluddin Abdul Kalam, from a magistrate. APJ Abdul Kalam 

was the then president of India! We will deal with the corruption in judiciary in detail, 

later. But, on the whole, Indian judiciary has done admirably well in adjudicating the 

law of the land. The fact that, of the three arms of government, the public reposes most 

faith in the judiciary, stands witness to that. .......................................................................... 98 

The SC has also endeavored to harmonize ‗law‘ and ‗justice‘ when they are in apparent 

disharmony. The legislative over-ruled the Shah Bano judgment. Then the court used 

deft judicial interpretation of the same law to provide ‗justice‘. Thus the Daniel Latifi 

and Iqbal Bano cases, went contrary to the legislative intention, but in the interests of 

justice. .......................................................................................................................................... 98 

Coming to safe guarding fundamental rights, its interpretations have been dynamic. In 

the ADM Jabalpur case, it held that ‗habeus corpus‘ is not available during emergencies. 

Even before that, the A K Gopalan and Satvant Singh judgments had been very 

‗positivist‘ and validated the ‗procedure established by law‘. It effectively meant that 

any fundamental right can be taken away, if there is a legally established procedure and 

that procedure has been adhered to. Courts would not test if the law is fair, just and 

reasonable. ................................................................................................................................... 98 

The situation dramatically changed in Maneka Gandhi case. The laws from now on 

would be tested for their fairness and reasonableness. The ‗procedure established…‘ 

acquired the meaning of ‗due process of law‘(Bachhan Singh case). That means 

fundamental rights cannot be taken away by arbitrary legislative action any more.  

Coupled with the ruling that the ‗Golden triangle‘ of Fundamental Rights (Articles 

14,19, and 21) is a basic feature, the courts have now assured fundamental rights for the 

citizens. In the Olga Tellis case, the SC interpreted the statutes to include ‗second 

generation rights‘ like housing, water etc. ............................................................................. 98 

So far we saw, the positive aspects of Indian judiciary, as a democratic institution. We 

saw, that it has been generally a success in all the four assigned functions. Now we are 

going to see if it has crossed its mandate, thus undermining democracy. Such 

encroachment is called Judicial Activism or Judicial overreach. We will also see the 

systemic issues of judiciary itself. ............................................................................................ 98 

In S R Bommai, the court encroached into exclusive executive territory. Governor is an 

agent of the Union, and Union having the power to dismiss governor ‗at pleasure‘ is a 

corner stone of the unitary bias in our federal system. It also alluded to concepts of due 

process, which was patently absent in the constitution. ...................................................... 98 

The judgment in the Bhullar case applied this doctrine to vitiate the explicit power 

granted to executive, to over-power judicial pronouncements in criminal cases. The 

reasoning is that in a democracy, people are the ultimate power. An elected executive is 

thus more representative of this ‗popular sovereignty‘, than the appointed judge. Now, 
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it is possible to appeal against a decision on ‗mercy petition‘. This clearly violates the 

constitutional system which envisaged the president advised by his ministers to be the 

final authority. Another example is the ‗creamy layer‘ judgment. It is patent judicial 

legislation. It is for the executive, not the courts, to decide on the matters of governance.  

While the Shah Bano judgment is defensible, the subsequent judicial undermining of 

MWA legislation, is undemocratic. ......................................................................................... 98 

The Keshavananda judgment is severely criticized. The concept of basic structure finds 

not even a remote allusion in the constitution. The judgment virtually rests the 

amending power on individual judges, and their whims and fancies. The constitution 

even includes on article on repealing itself. So it is absurd to argue that the Parliament‘s 

amending power is limited. The judgment, is counter-majoritarian. It tilts the 

democratric balance in favor of an unelected self-appointed body, the Supreme Court. 99 

By imparting the ‗due process‘ meaning to procedure established by law, it went 

directly against the wishes of the constituent assembly. The constituent assembly 

debates make it crystal clear that the members wanted only the electorate to 

substantively judge legislation. That is how it should be in a democracy. ....................... 99 

The SC interpretation of human rights is taking up the form of unwarranted Judicial 

Activism. The Olga Tellis case clearly demonstrates that. ................................................... 99 

Judicial Activism used to provide much needed relief in many cases. The best example 

is Jt. P N Bhagwathy and Jt. Krishna Iyer pioneering Public Interest Litigation in India. 

Judicial activism used to fill the silences in the text of the constitution. But now, it is out-

shouting the constitution. As illustrated above, judiciary is stepping into domains not 

destined for it. This judicial overreach usurps authority and undermines the separation 

of powers. It also leads to disastrous immediate outcomes, because the court is not 

equipped for the function it tries to perform. ........................................................................ 99 

In short, the judiciary has clearly established its hegemony over the legislature-

executive. Indian Supreme Court is perhaps the only court in this world, which has the 

power to review a constitutional amendment. Even if all the points discussed hither to 

be disregarded, this one point is enough evidence to the Judiciary placing itself at the 

top. ................................................................................................................................................ 99 

The corruption in Judiciary should be read with this. The lower judiciary is alleged to be 

widely corrupt. Anecdotal examples, like the ‗Abdul Kalam warrant‘ discussed above, 

are plenty. No statistics or academic study is available presently. The upper judiciary is 

patently and latently corrupt, albeit in rare occasions, judging by the outcomes. The 

NEET PG judgment by Jt. AltamasKabir, on his last day in office, Jt. K G Balakrishnan‘s 

judgments banning narcoanalysis and the judgement in Lalu Prasad Asset Case, and 

Munnar judgment of Jt. ManjulaChellur are only a few of the cases in point. These 

judgments go against justice and the long judicial tradition in India. A senior SC lawyer 

Adv. PrashantBhushan filed an affidavit in 2010 giving evidence as to why eight out of 

the sixteen previous CJIs were corrupt. The court is yet to open that Pandora‘s box...... 99 

It is easy to see why corruption in judiciary is very plausible. Judges appoint judges. 

There is no statutorily established system of vigilance and discipline. It is left entirely to 
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the discretion of judiciary. Removing Judges is extremely difficult. Though it is essential 

to ensure judicial independence, it breeds the feeling of ‗being insulated from penal law‘ 

There is no institutional mechanism to receive complaints from the public. In short, 

while there is law against corruption against executive and judiciary, there is none on 

the judiciary itself. Whatever meager legal remedy is available, the judiciary jealously 

guards it from any interference from executive-legislature. It is out of ambit of RTI, and 

acutely opaque. ........................................................................................................................... 99 

In a nutshell, we have discussed what the assigned functions of judiciary in a 

democracy are. Then we saw that until lately, the judiciary has performed those 

functions well, sometimes resorting to unconventional means. We then saw how those 

means undermine democracy. And finally we see the glaring wrongs in the Judicial 

system itself. .............................................................................................................................. 100 

The makers of the constitution believed in popular sovereignty. They believed that the 

people act through the parliament and therefore the substance of its actions – the 

legislations – should be judged by the people alone. The present system in India stands 

in contradiction. ........................................................................................................................ 100 

So, to conclude, the Judiciary has done comparatively well. But it is no guarantee that it 

will continue to. It has amassed an inordinate amount of power to itself. It is riddled 

with systemic ills that can lead to despondency, corruption and nepotism. There are 

already signs that it the disease has started. ........................................................................ 100 

A Kritarchy – rule by judges – is a dangerous proposition in itself. A corrupt kritarchy is 

disaster. If India does not strip the courts of their self-attributed and undemocratic 

powers, and make judicial appointment and function to be based on spelt-out rules, 

India stands a good chance of having such a disaster. At the same time the 

independence of judiciary should be preserved. Legislature should live up to the 

expectations, and take over the progressive-reformist tendency of current judicial 

activism. ..................................................................................................................................... 100 

In short, India needs to walk a tight rope. It is hoped that six decades of democracy has 

given it the agility to do so. .................................................................................................... 100 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Nineteen (10th August 2014) .................... 100 

Topic:  India‘s Internal Security Challenges – The Role Of Union and State 

Governments, Security Agencies and The Civil Society in Addressing These Challenges

 .................................................................................................................................................... 100 

References ................................................................................................................................. 100 

IDSA .......................................................................................................................................... 100 

IDSA-2 ....................................................................................................................................... 100 

Any organized movement within a country that seeks to destabilize the established 

government of a state may be construed as an ‗Internal Security Challenge‘, from the 

perspective of the said government. The narrative would be obviously different for the 

challengers or ‗rebels‘. For them, their rebellion is a legitimate movement for the 
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redressal of their legitimate grievances. So a bipartisan characterization of such 

movements is imperative, before any meaningful discussion can take place on the topic.

 .................................................................................................................................................... 100 

India is a democratic country. So, every section of people has a right to access the 

institutions of the government to voice their grievances and seek remedies. Also, the 

constitution of India assures the fundamental rights of all citizens. Therefore, 

democratic mechanisms – both electoral and legal – are available to every citizen, to 

obtain justice. While it a truism to say that the said access has not been fully realized ‗on 

the ground‘, that does not justify a movement aimed at destabilizing a democratically 

elected government. So, every undemocratic movement that is hostile to the state in 

India may be characterized as an ‗Internal Security Challenge‘ and that alone. ............ 100 

The implication of such a label is that such a movement does not qualify for sympathy 

or reconciliation by the state. The only justifiable offer would be a chance to reintegrate 

into the democratic mainstream; however, the section of people from which such 

movements originate, merit sympathy and reconciliation from the government. Why 

because, no real mass resistance can be organized on imagined oppression. ................. 101 

Most of such grievances can be traced back to aspects of Political Economy. We will be 

dealing with them in the context of separate insurgencies. ............................................... 101 

INDIA‘S INTERNAL SECURITY CHALLENGES: ............................................................. 101 

Going by the above definition, the major internal security challenges in India can be 

classified under four headings: Left Wing Extremism (LWE), Islamic Terrorism, 

Insurgency in North-East and Other Regionalisms and Miscellaneous Movements. The 

previous government declared LWE bas the foremost threat to internal security. Islamic 

Terrorism stands second, in both casualties and impact on state and society. Insurgency 

in North-East has been somewhat suppressed by the army. The threat from Other 

Regionalisms and Miscellaneous Movements are more potential than extant. Therefore, 

the above list is in the order of priority. It can also be noticed that all these movements 

are armed resistances. .............................................................................................................. 101 

LEFT WING EXTREMISM ...................................................................................................... 101 

In sharp contrast to its predecessor Naxalism, the current Maoist insurgency has a 

committed and definite ideology. They use guerilla warfare but are also known to 

engage in pitched battles. Why because, their fighters are organized in the lines of a 

conventional army. Their focus is on destabilizing regional governance structure (a 

block/district) and replacing them with their own. They believe that ―Power flows from 

the barrel of the gun‖. They also get financial support and weapons from abroad. ...... 101 

Both these movements were predominantly tribal and by default rural. The living 

conditions of these regions had not developed in-line with the rest of the country, even 

after independence. Government and its rule of law, along with the concept of ‗welfare 

state‘, had not penetrated into these regions. Land reforms where not a success in these 

areas. Caste based oppression was prevalent. ..................................................................... 101 
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An outflow of migrant labor from these areas, made them realize their relative 

deprivation. Also the indigenous populations saw large mines and power-plants 

coming up in their lands, with them being excluded from the benefits. From this 

political economy arose Naxalism and later, Maoism. While Naxals were suppressed, 

taking advantage of the extraordinary powers of ‗National Emergency‘, the political 

instability of 90‘s fuelled its growth. ..................................................................................... 101 

The current strategy against LWE is ―Clear, Hold, Develop‖. Recently it has been 

decided to implement this strategy on a block level and not district level. .................... 101 

Clearing a block of LWE is the function of CAPF forces. They are deployed by the 

Union govt. The union also stymies the stream of external assistance, through 

diplomacy and strengthened border patrolling. The CAPF launches ‗combing 

operations‘, to neutralize all armed cadres. The state police are supposed to help this 

exercise by providing critical intelligence. Of late, the CAPF has complained that the 

State Police is ‗leaking‘ information of the planned missions, and therefore be cut off the 

Standard Operating Procedures. This is a serious tactical issue and should supersede 

any concerns about political correctness of cutting the state-police off. The lives of our 

security-personnel should be the predominant concern, and state and union govt. 

should cooperate to ensure that. ............................................................................................ 101 

Holding is an exercise in which the armed presence is gradually replaced by institutions 

of civilian government. The CAPF do not leave, but leave a sizeable contingent, and 

park the rest of the force at someplace quickly accessible. The state govt. machinery 

takes charge of everyday governance and attempt is made to restore normalcy to public 

life. It is the state govt.‘s responsibility to make-sure that the mistakes of the past are not 

repeated, and fair, transparent and citizen-centric governance is instituted. It is equally 

important to make sure that it is perceived as such. So a targeted, well organized 

propaganda is another responsibility of the state government. The union govt. 

supervises the whole activity and provides requisite funds and expert functionaries; the 

Prime Ministers Fellows in Rural Development is a case in point. .................................. 102 

Here, the civil-society organizations can help. They can provide forums for the public to 

complain and criticize against the government. They can assist in propaganda, and 

educate and empower the citizenry to exercise their democratic entitlements. This way, 

they can also help to ensure transparency............................................................................ 102 

The responsibility of the administration as well as development of a district is 

coordinated by a ‗triumvirate‘: The District Collector, CAPF commanding officer and a 

representative of the state govt. The ―Integrated Development Plans‖ focus on welfare 

measures as well as empowerment and provision of lively-hoods. Public utilities and 

essential infrastructure are also built. The IDP is financed by the union govt. .............. 102 

The state‘s charge is to translate the plans on the drawing board to a reality, by using 

the allocated funds and the states‘ own functionaries efficiently. The civil society can 

inform the policy decisions, because they are more in touch with the common man. 

They can help in the process proper being a part of programs like cluster development 

and micro-finance. They can help in assessment by conducting social audits. They can 
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help the govt. to asses the ‗pulse of the people‘. Helping the govt. recalibrate its policies 

is an important function of the civil society. ........................................................................ 102 

The final step would be to cut the supply-chain of the rebels, assuage their sympathizers 

with tangible development and then – when they are crunched from all sides – invite 

them to join democracy. It is evident that this needs the forces, governments and civil-

society to work in close cooperation. This is a model that was employed in the North 

East with relative success. ....................................................................................................... 102 

ISLAMIC TERRORISM ........................................................................................................... 102 

Islamic Terrorism in India abides by the text-book definition of terrorism. They resort to 

‗public acts of terror‘ aimed at harming the civilian public and thus spread terror among 

the masses, causing a loss of faith in the government ........................................................ 102 

Islamic terror is an imported commodity. It is supplied through ‗bleed India through a 

thousand cuts‘ strategy of Pakistani military establishment. But any supply would be 

meaningful only if there is corresponding demand. As Sachar Committee pointed out, 

the socio-economic condition of the Indian Muslim is worse than the Dalit. This is so 

because the alleged minority appeasement by a section of the political class is the 

observation from a comparative assessment with the other party. In absolute terms, 

both sections are pro-majority community. That is why Jt.Sachar said that everyday the 

Indian Muslim lives through the twin challenges of earning a living and proving his 

loyalty to the country. It is from the political economy of this socio-economic 

vulnerability, that the demand arises for the exported commodity of terrorism. In 

Kashmir, where terrorism has taken the form of insurgency, besides the realities of the 

political economy, the concept of ‗Kashmiriyat‘ or Kashmiri nationalism is a major 

contributing factor. .................................................................................................................. 103 

The army has been successful in maintaining Kashmir relatively peaceful in the past 

decade. It has been able to drastically cut down infiltration. CRPF is tasked with 

maintaining law & order, which they are doing with laudable restraint. The Intelligence 

Bureau has been at the point in the attack on terrorism. NCTC is the logical next step. 

The long-term goal of the military should be disengagement at the earliest. It should 

cultivate camaraderie with the people of Kashmir, so as to obviate the need for AFSPA. 

Then the CRPF should gradually handover its functions to local police. ........................ 103 

The union govt. is running special scholarship schemes for the Kashmiri youth. Also, 

financial help and skill-training for self-employment are imparted. Many MSME 

schemes are in operation, in most of which the govt. ensures buy-back of products. All 

these schemes are implemented with the cooperation of the state govt., though they are 

fully or substantially funded by the union. In fact, any centrally sponsored program in 

Kashmir gets 90% central assistance. But the union govt. needs to provide untied funds 

and make the schemes indicative. The state govt. is better placed to formulate the 

methodologies. ......................................................................................................................... 103 

For the Muslim population elsewhere, the govt. is pumping in money for their 

education, employment and empowerment. The financial help to Madrassas, the 100 

crore corpus fund and the 20 point program for minorities, the scheme for self 
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employment of minority youth, and programs to increase education among them are 

cases in point. Minorities are often targets of communal violence and a bill to tackle this 

problem is in the pipeline. What needs to be added is the participation of minorities 

themselves. Any program for their benefit will succeed only if it is Muslim-led and 

Muslim-owned. ........................................................................................................................ 103 

The state govt. has a predominant role in minority welfare. Most of the aspects of public 

welfare – like education, public health, water-supply and sanitation – are in the state-

list. The lack of penetration of these public services into Muslim ‗Bastis‘ is a major 

problem, and it is for the states to tackle that. So are needed financial incentives, 

especially in education. The Kerala govt. scheme of scholarship to Muslim girl students 

is a case in point. ...................................................................................................................... 103 

Of all these agents, Civil Society has the yeoman role. The basic cause of vulnerability of 

the Muslims to religious terrorism is that the current Sunni interpretations of Islamic 

theology don‘t afford a separation between the ―Church and the State‖. Any attempt to 

force a reform would be resisted: the reaction to Shah Bano judgment stands witness to 

that. So, civil society organizations from with in the community should start the reform 

movement riding on popularizing secular education and reinterpreting religion. Only 

they can reconcile the Muslim identity the secular polity. They have the perfect example 

in the ‗Bengal Renaissance‘. Without this happening, no efforts by the govt. will bear 

fruit. ............................................................................................................................................ 103 

INSURGENCY IN NORTH-EAST ......................................................................................... 104 

‗Insurgency‘ in North-East is an armed insurrection, aiming at varying degrees of 

autonomy to tribal national identities. It is armed and fed by the Chinese security 

establishment. They fight a guerilla war. ............................................................................. 104 

The basic cause is labeling it as ‗Insurgency‘. It is actually a collection of ‗Insurgencies‘, 

each with their separate grievances and demands, while there is an underlying political 

economy to all of them. Delhi considered these regions as ‗outliers‘ for a long time, and 

the benefits of developments were denied to them; the same development which was 

fuelled by the resources buried in their patrimonial lands. The tribes wanted to preserve 

their autonomy. An attempt to force the institutions of Parliamentary democracy, 

coupled with the economic grievances to incite rebellion. ................................................ 104 

The Union govt. deployed army and legislated AFSPA. Army brought the armed 

rebellion to its knees. Now it needs to disengage. CRPF is tasked with law & order. 

They also need to go. ............................................................................................................... 104 

The union govt. formed the tribal councils and mollified the demand for autonomy. It 

actively engaged the partisans in dialogue and mainstreamed many factions. 

Diplomacy was used to annihilate rebel camps in Myanmar and Bhutan. Every CSP is 

financed 90:10, by the union. There are many tailor made plans like Watershed 

Development, for North-East. It has to sustain the gains made and ensure equitable 

development in the area, perceptive of tribal sensitivities. ................................................ 104 
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The state governments have done their part by accommodating the central intrusion. 

They finance the budgets of tribal councils. They need to sustain the good work and 

tackle corruption which is the main problem now. ............................................................ 104 

The civil society has work to do in mainland India. The racial-profiling (―Chinki‖) has 

to go, which is their task. Also, NGOs can significantly contribute to industrialization 

there, through clusters and micro-finance. The >90% literacy in Nagaland stands 

testimony to the commendable work already done by NGOs .......................................... 104 

OTHER MOVEMENTS ........................................................................................................... 104 

The Khalistan movement is still nurtured by a very small section of Sikhs. But there is 

scant chance of the movement resurfacing as a security challenge. Same is the probable 

fate of Tamil and Karnatic regionalisms, considering that those movements are within 

the democratic fold and the degree of integration of the regions into the national 

economy and polity. ................................................................................................................ 104 

We defined Internal Security Challenges, listed them and saw the present and future 

role of the security forces, union and state governments and civil society in each of 

them. What is to be added here is that the common thread of all these insurgencies are 

economic deprivation, socio-political exclusion and tensions arising out of accelerated 

acculturation. The final remedy lies in remedying these issues. We are on the right track 

as seen by the success in North-East. Islamic terror is on all-time low. A substantial part 

of ‗red corridor‘ has been reclaimed. LWE is now confined to its core areas, 

‗Dandakaranya‘ and ‗JangalMahal‘. But it is not yet time to pat ourselves in the back. 

There are still ‗Miles to go before we sleep‘ ......................................................................... 104 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty (17th August 2014) ....................... 105 

Topic:  Science and Spirituality: Are They Compatible? .................................................... 105 

Science without religion is lame and religion without science is lame – Albert Einstein.

 .................................................................................................................................................... 105 

Spirituality is a man‘s personal conception of God and his own personal relationship 

with God. All religions are built on the foundation of spirituality. While rituals, beliefs 

and scriptures are derivatives, spirituality is the first principle. While spirituality can 

exist on its own, religion cannot survive long without the foundation of spirituality. 

Therefore, Albert Einstein can be justifiably paraphrased: ‗Science without spirituality is 

lame and spirituality without science is blind‘. ................................................................... 105 

Science and spirituality have a ‗husband-and-wife‘ relationship: they love, they quarrel, 

and they live. In this essay spirituality and religion will be used interchangeably to fit 

the context; because they are like two atoms that bond together to form a molecule. As 

is well known, molecule is the smallest unit that retains the qualities of the matter. .... 105 

In India, the Sulva Sutras developed along with the ancient religion. They laid the 

foundation of geometry in particular, and mathematics in general. Mathematics being 

the ‗mother of all sciences‘, scientific progress should have followed through 

immediately. But we observe that chemistry, physics and astronomy developed after a 

few centuries interregnum, and once the flood-gates of science were opened, the rush 
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was swift and huge. Quickly, Indian‘s began perfecting alloys and conceptualizing, if 

not building, aircrafts. Many of the works from the period explicitly pay homage to 

Vedanta (Upanishads). ............................................................................................................ 105 

So, common sense dictates that some development that happened in the interregnum 

fuelled this ‗gold-rush‘ of science and scientists. The only major development in 

intellectual sphere during this period was the composing of the Upanishads. The Hindu 

spiritual philosophy was expounded through them. Most probably, they ushered in the 

exponential growth of scientific pursuit. Then the question arises, how this correlation 

can be construed as causation. ............................................................................................... 105 

It may be so construed because human mind is not compartmentalized into spiritual 

and material. Man cannot experience the spiritual and the material as mutually 

exclusive phenomena. He has one single mind and it experiences world as one single 

holistic totality. Spirituality arises when man tries to understand the world through 

meta-physics. Science is when he does the same through physics. Though an over-

simplification, this illustrates the ‗umbilical cord connection‘ between the two. It is 

therefore only logical to deduce that the metaphysical pursuit of the secrets of the 

universe resulted in the ‗physical‘ pursuit of the same. ..................................................... 105 

In Arabia, the ‗Jahiliyya‘ period was characterized by a very primitive conceptualization 

of Universe and God. The society was primitive, feuding and lawless. Then Islam 

arrived with a prophet who proclaimed, ―Go in quest of knowledge even unto china‖. 

What succeeded was the ‗golden age of Islam‘ whence mathematics, chemistry, physics 

medicine and philosophy not only made advances by leaps and bounds, but also spread 

to a Europe wallowing in dark ages and on a later date gave material for the 

‗renaissance‘ movement to build own. ................................................................................. 106 

In Europe during the classical antiquity, came up Socrates, Aristotle and Plato. They 

searched for the meaning of life and universe both within and without the framework 

of religion. Within the maneuvering room was little, without, it was philosophy. It 

would be poignant to note that science, then, was called ‗natural philosophy‘. In the 

context of the then extant materialistic religion, this we have to consider as spirituality. 

Along came the likes of Pythagoras and Archimedes. Optics, Mechanics, and 

Mathematics flourished phenomenally. To argue that the thought-revolution brought 

by the philosophers was unconnected to the scientific revolution would be shallow and 

blinkered. ................................................................................................................................... 106 

The stated thesis of this essay is that ‗science and spirituality have a husband-and-wife 

relationship‘. They love, they quarrel, and they live. We saw the love. Now we see the 

quarrel. ....................................................................................................................................... 106 

In Aryabhateeyam, we read: ―Solar and Lunar eclipses are caused respectively by the 

shadows of moon and earth. But since ‗Rahu‘ also is present at the time people think 

that it is his handiwork‖. A deliberate effort to assuage the priests and to conform to 

their scripture and liturgy is apparent. What is to be noted here is that the Upanishad 

Vedanta spirituality which proclaimed ―Ekam Sat, ViprahBahudhahVadanti‖ (Truth is 
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one, scholars interpret differently) had no quarrels with Aryabhatta. His problem was 

with the PoorvaMeemamsa(ritual canons) and the Smarthas who purveyed it. ........... 106 

In Islam, It was after the fall of ‗Umayyads‘, with the Mangols burning down their 

libraries and academic institutions, that Arabian science fell down. Then early Salafist 

tendencies arose and Science lost royal patronage in Islamic world. What we note here 

is that the issue was with the ‗Ulema‘ – the clerics – who purveyed Shariah, the Islamic 

law. Science always found a place with the spiritual Sufis. ............................................... 106 

Christianity is often seen as an adversary to religion. The dark ages, the witch-burnings, 

the infamous trial of Galileo and other inquisitions are often quoted as historical 

evidence. What is lesser known is that while the visible church indulged in this 

retrogression, many Christian monasteries were judiciously keeping the light of science 

alight. The monks sought liberation and God, the Church proper sought to lead the 

laiety. In other words, the monks were spiritual, the priests were religious. ................. 106 

What is to be noted here is that Religion is a social construct. The Smartha domination 

of Hinduism should be seen in the context of a Brahmanical society trying to grapple 

with the heterodox religions and a Gupta empire struggling to subdue the last of the 

republics. The Islamic revisionism should be seen in the context of a society trying to 

maintain some form of order in the wake of devastation left by the Mongols. In Indian 

context, it should be seen in the context of a foreign rule that desperately needed 

legitimization by the Ulema. In Europe, the reactionary tendencies of Christianity 

should be seen in the light of a resource crunched Holy Roman Empire trying to loot the 

Middle-East through crusades and at the same time trying to prevent the infusion of 

fresh creative thought from there. ......................................................................................... 106 

In the contemporary world the picture is not very different. Societal pressures and 

dynamics decide the religions‘ attitude towards science. A Catholic Church faced with 

the sad reality of having to auction off their European/American churches due to 

abysmal Mass attendance, is desperately trying to pull the laity back into its fold 

through movements like those against abortion(Pro-Life) and against stem-cell research. 

It has to be uncomfortably silent on issues like Evolution. ................................................ 107 

In the Islamic world, the clerics feared that spread of western liberalism will result in a 

massive loss in their power and prestige. They originated Salafism and Wahhabism - 

the puritan Islam that is spreading fast. Along with western values they deny the 

‗western‘ science. Little do they know that what they see today as ‗western‘ science is 

the legacy of greats like IbnSina!............................................................................................ 107 

Among Hindus, the Bengal Renaissance and its subsequent spread, reformed the fabric 

of Hindu society. The ever resilient Hinduism, with the added facility of the infinitely 

elastic Neo-Vedanta (of the said Bengal Renaissance kick-started by Raja RamMohun 

Roy), seems to have no current quarrels with science. But a future insurrection against 

science cannot be ruled out, what with the ‗Hindu Fundamentalist‘ factions 

mushrooming in the country. Little do they know, ‗Hindu Fundamentalism‘ is an 

oxymoron! One can be a Hindu or one can be a fundamentalist; never both, because the 

fundamental principle of Hinduism is non-fundamentalism!! ......................................... 107 
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Therefore, the thesis of this essay is wrong! Spirituality and Science are not ‗Husband 

and Wife‘. They are ‗Lover and Beloved‘. It is the ritualistic religion that is an abusive 

husband. But spirituality independent of religion, while being highly relevant on a 

micro – personal – level, it is still not relevant at a macro – societal – level, in most parts 

of the world. So any meaningful dialogue on spirituality at the level of society includes 

religion by default. Therefore, the thesis of this essay is right! That is the beauty of 

sociological paradigms; they can be right and wrong at the same time, without 

contradicting itself. .................................................................................................................. 107 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty One(24th August 2014) ................ 107 

Topic:  Preparedness of Our Society For India‘s Global Leadership Role ....................... 107 

Since time immemorial, leadership meant muscle power and this had been proved from 

time to time. For example we can look at military might of ancient and medieval period 

kingdom‘s and republics like Magadha kingdom, Alexander of Greece, India‘s Nanda 

dynasty, Mauryan dynasty, Chola dynasty, Gupta dynasty etc. All of them had wide 

influence because they had powerful militaries which can impose the will of king and 

his subjects. Even empires like Qing dynasty, Ottoman empire, British empire, Russian 

empire had huge standing armies at their peak. But after formation of various 

international bodies like United Nations, World Trade Organization, World bank, IMF 

etc. the impact of armies alone has reduced as we can see how NATO has failed in 

securing Afghanistan, Iraq, Vietnam even after securing military victories there. So with 

changing times inter country exchanges like direct interactions between populace, 

student exchange programmes, cultural exchanges have gained importance. Ancient 

Indian rulers like Asoka, Akbar have known the power of culture so they were able to 

rule peacefully over huge populations.  Indian society is a diverse mix of languages, 

cultures, age groups which caters rightly into needs of securing the direct exchanges. 

For example, Ancient Indian Yoga has found acceptance in huge parts of world and is 

continuing to influence many more. Yoga gurus have long preached about whole world 

as a family which fits right into ideologies of various left wing, right wing and centrist 

political groups, and it is one of the reasons why people from abroad had come to India. 

Indian culture avoids preaching using violent methods and hence we can see Krishna 

temples in Russia, Jain temples in United States, Buddhist Monasteries in China, Korea, 

Taiwan and Japan. The power of ‗Namaste‘ has been enormous as we see many head of 

states visiting India start with ‗Namaste‘ in their press conferences. We have huge 

student population eager to learn more and it is one to reasons we have one of the 

largest communities of students in United Kingdom, France, Germany, Canada, 

Australia, United States. With these community exchanges we have established firm 

contacts with people and various nations and hence Chief Executives of various 

Multinationals are Indians.  Indians have been making huge strides in Science and 

Technology as well. Having a well connected disaster management department which 

is aided by advance satellites in sky, India has been able to contain damage due to 

natural and man-made catastrophes. India provides advisory services to various 

neighboring countries like Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Maldives for disaster 

preparedness. India has provided accommodation to various separatists groups with 
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constitutional provisions. India has various articles like art. 370 which provides 

autonomy to State of Jammu and Kashmir as its accession was under special 

circumstances. India also protected tribal rights by enacting laws under articles 244 and 

Scheduled Areas Act. Since India herself has a history of forced colonialism, she had 

enacted laws for people who want to live in their primitive habitat. Various outfits like 

Tribal Bodo council, Naga outfits have pledged their loyalty towards Indian 

constitution after given assurances about encroachment on their cultures.  With these 

aspects it seems India is fit for a global role but there are certain areas where we are 

lagging like treatment of women as equals and not as subordinates, corruption, poverty, 

unemployment etc.  Since late Vedic period women are subjugated by men in our 

culture. With time horrifying practices like Sati, purdah, dowry have developed leading 

to lowered status of half of population. These practices are legally banned and there are 

various laws which guaranteed empowerment of women but even today, dowry is 

prevalent in backward areas and in areas where women are not aware of their rights.  

Social evils like molestation, rape and foeticide are still widely reported and the major 

cause of worry is that their ever increasing incidence in urban areas. It leads to loss of 

tourism, less economic activity and hence loss in rate of growth. Practices like manual 

scavenging, open defecation are still prevalent leading to various disease like diarrhoea, 

enteropathy which causes malnutrition and hence stunted growth among children. .. 107 

Even after various campaigns by government agencies and non-governmental 

organizations, we have failed to address the issue to sanitation and open defecation. 

Surveys have repeatedly indicated about abysmal sanitation conditions.  Majority of 

issues discussed are a baggage due to colonial past and if there are tackled effectively 

then are on our way to glory on international stage. Even now India has a huge 

following in world which can be observed if we look at the number of countries (189 out 

of 193) who voted for India‘s membership for non-permanent seat of UN Security 

Council ....................................................................................................................................... 109 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty Two (31st August 2014) .............. 109 

Topic:  1) Is India Still Burdened With Colonial Legacy? Critically Comment. .............. 109 

2) Is India A Truly Federal Republic? Critically Examine. ................................................. 109 

Recently somebody posted on youtube a video in which two policemen were brutally 

beating a boy on Delhi Street in day light in front of public, the boy was screaming and 

pleading badly, with his appearance he was looking like belonging to poor section of 

the society. The passerby were behaving just like mute spectator (since they also don‘t 

have any choice or voice when it comes to dealing with Police).  Is this brutality a part 

of our culture, its certainly cannot be the character of a tolerant society like India. So, 

what made those police men themselves violate the law and behaving like demons, this 

is not just one incidence, on numerous occasion we have seen similar incidence in and 

around our society. Some people say this behaviour is nothing but the legacy which we 

are carrying with us. Is this really true. Police brutality, suppression, torture etc. are not 

uncommon today. So many people die in the police lock up during interrogation and 

many during lathi charge. Doesn‘t it reminds us about Jatin Das who dies in lock up or 
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LalaLajpathRai who had been victimized by the police during British era. Not only 

Police but many other areas if we see, it makes us seriously think and think again are 

we carrying the legacy. Not to forget our political system. Numerous scan and scandals, 

can any nationalist indulge in such activity. It can only be done by people who want to 

drain out the wealth of this nation for their self-interest. Ours is a country where more 

than 30 percent people are below poverty line and still the politicians don‘t mind 

looting the nations wealth. The poor doesn‘t have the basic necessity like food, cloth 

and shelter but rich and corrupt won‘t mind living lavishly. How different it is from the 

British period, that time also we had the similar system. Poor used to pay huge taxes 

and the rich along with the Britishers, not only enjoy this but also used to suppress the 

poor wherever they can. Year after year we faced numerous drought and feminine, 

millions of people died in those feminine but the money lenders under the patronage of 

the exploitative regime, never missed the chance to put the poor under the debt, 

ultimately forced them suicide or ―Mad Made‖ natural death.  Have we improved and 

moved from those conditions or we still living in a similar society. If we look into the 

condition of poor and farmers, I don‘t think we have changed. People still sleep hungry 

and die without food. Every winter many poor die due to cold waves, as they don‘t 

have any shelter to protect themselves. Numerous farmers every year kill themselves 

under the burden of crop failure or money lenders debt.  I would mitigated the cloud of 

doubt from my mind about ―legacy‖, had the things would have been this much, 

thinking these are just abrasion cases in a huge, diverse country. But the diversity itself 

is under threat and have been regularly used by politicians to reap the political benefits. 

The Britishers always believed in divide and rule, they did it successfully for their self 

interest, they divided the society on communal lines and at the end the country. So, 

many people died in communal violence, this Frankenstein monster had even killed our 

true leader and father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi. The Britishers even tried to 

divide the society on the line of caste, it was the strong will power and leadership of our 

nationalists that prevented it from breaking on caste lines at least. But, have we changed 

now? Is our society free of all such malice, we don‘t believe on communal divide or our 

politician don‘t give hate speeches. Most of us will agree that no, we haven‘t changed 

much. Caste and Religion based politics is such common thing today. Before every 

election we see communal violence taking place, whether it was 1984 riot, 1990 riot or 

2002 riot innocent people including women and children have brutally killed. Parties 

have emerged on the name of caste, they ask for vote on these lines. There is certainly 

no harm in appealing a certain class of society for vote and represent them to protect 

their rights. But, have these politicians who do such ―divide and rule‖ politics done 

something for the poor or the lower caste of the society. Except a few exception, the big 

answer is again ―No‖. They don‘t forget to ask for the votes but they forget to do 

anything for the social mobility of the people belonging to suppressed caste and class. It 

is certainly the same legacy, fulfilling the self-interest, unfortunately, today we don‘t 

have great leaders like Gandhiji who can fight for these people.  The political arena is a 

macro area and we all see the legacy existing there but even at the macro level the 

British Legacy have shown its imprint. Take the example of any corporate office. Don‘t 

we see any difference between the office culture in west and one in India? Numerous 
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research have also shown these difference. This difference is about the Power distance 

and the application of McGregor theory.  The offices in western world is very open, the 

employee can easily approach any senior level management. But, in end it‘s taken as an 

offence if any intern or low level employee tries to reach upto the higher authority. This 

difference is due to the power distance which we have carried from the Britishers, it 

seems we still believe in the ―Master-servant‖ relationship.  Another area which can be 

looked upon to understand this legacy phenomenon is the application of Mc Gregor 

theory. The theory talks about ―theory X‖ and ―Theory Y‖. The theory X believes the 

employees are inherently lazy and should be treated with carrot or stick only. However, 

theory Y talks about trusting employees and giving them freedom and space to think. 

Most of the western office culture believes in Theory Y, contrary, we have not missed 

the chance of holding theory X philosophy tightly. This again seems because of the 

British legacy of not trusting Indians and treating them as mere slaves. The difference 

can be seen in our IT companies and the western product companies. We are still 

operating on the man and material mode like the erstwhile slave society and they work 

on the innovation in the capitalist mode. So, far it seems there is merit in the argument 

that we are following the legacy. But we should be so myopic and certainly loom into 

some more areas to understand if we are really in the Legacy mode. To understand this 

we should look into our science, defence, space, sports and economy to get a better 

picture. Our scientist and engineers are world class and most of the USA space centre is 

operated by these brilliant mind, who received education in our own prestigious 

institutes set up by free India during the 1960s period like IITs, NITs etc. We have 

achieved mile stone not only in software industry but also in animation areas. Another 

area where we have shown our excellence is the space science, ISRO set up a few 

scientists under the patronage of great leaders is doing wonders for the nation. Not only 

our own satellites are revolving the earth but we are also helping other nations and 

some of them are developed countries like Canada and Germany etc. we have also sent 

our spacecraft to Mars, which Britian have not been able to do so far. This certainly can‘t 

be the outcome of British Legacy, Britishers had left u with nothing more than chaos, 

violence and hunger. It was our self-belief and hard work that we have travelled so far.  

Not only space technology but also the atomic energy, we are among the very few 

countries who have pioneered in the field of atomic energy with minimal foreign 

support. Our sports person have also won numerous medals and trophies and many 

against English players themselves. For example England themselves never won the 

cricket world cup but we have won twice. In common wealth games we are among the 

top countries to win the medals. Not to forget Indian Economy, we are a promising 

country. Where England and other western world have reached to saturation point and 

future seems deem due to lack of resources, we have sky as the limit. India huge 

market, resources and demographic dividend have made us the world 4th largest 

economy ahead of England, this can certainly be not the British India character, when 

we had lost our trade to England, our resources, people everything was drained. But, 

today the same England want to foster economic ties with us. They understand what 

India is and what it can be.  Our higher educational institutes like IITs, Regional 

Engineering colleges and IIMs have produced some of the best professionals in the 
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world like SatyaNadela, who is heading the world biggest technology company. It 

seems we are no more the slaves but leaders of this world.  Our Doctors are world 

renowned, the pharma companies and medical tourism are helping many poor nation 

and people save their soul. While Britishers followed the pursuit of self-interest, India 

was never a country and society which believe in selfish gains. Our leaders and ancient 

culture always asked for justice, peace and prosperity for everyone. What Gandhiji said, 

similar wordings had been spread by Buddhism and Jainism also.  It seems there are 

many areas where the character of British legacy is still present and has covered it like 

mud and dust but inside soul is pure, developed over centuries, a beautiful, tolerant, 

diverse society. India can‘t be said following the British legacy blindly. What we need to 

do is to remove the dust and wash away the mud of that legacy and bring out the purity 

lying inside. ............................................................................................................................... 109 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty Three(7th September2014) .......... 111 

Topic:  1) Don‘t limit a child to your own learning, for she was born in another 

time.‖   ― Rabindranath Tagore ............................................................................................. 111 

2) If you cry because the sun has gone out of your life, your tears will prevent you from 

seeing the stars.‖ ― Rabindranath Tagore ............................................................................ 111 

Change is the inevitable thing in life. Perhaps, for this reason, someone has said that 

―Change is the only constant thing in life‖. Everything on this earth changes with time. 

Perhaps, universe is also changing with time. Society, politics, geographical features, 

government plans everything changes as time passes by. The same is the case with 

learning. The earlier generations were living in different time periods and had their 

levels, standards and understanding of learning as per their time and requirements. 

Now, we are living in a phase of life where mobile phones have become toys of 

children. The scenario is such that a 2 year child has its best toy as a mobile phone and 

hi/her best activity is saying ―hello‖ on phone. Learnings of the past have become 

obsolete. The earlier conditions of learning were devoid of any technological 

breakthroughs or inventions. Times have certainly changed from that of studying in a 

school with a board and chalk in hand to tablets, laptops in bags and smart phones in 

hands. These gadgets definitely help children learn in new innovative ways. If we 

emphasize on making children learn through chalk and board in this age, it would be a 

backward looking step and reflect an image of parochial thinking. With time, there is 

greater integration of different countries of world into one unit. This has led to changes 

in economic, societal, political etc structure of every country. These changes are both 

necessary and inevitable with time. The economic reforms of 1991 (Liberalization, 

Privatization and Globalization) were a step towards opening up of Indian economy for 

private sector involvement and better economic integration. These were the changes of 

time. If we would have stuck to the old narrow approach of a closed economy and 

government control over economy. India would have been a poor country. These new 

reforms were the result of independent learnings of the researchers and policy makers 

and wre according to the needs of the present. ................................................................... 111 
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The innovations in science and technology are a result of a child led to earn on its own 

only, not that of spoon-fed. If spoon-fed learning have been there, then we would have 

been devoid of aircrafts, watches, mobile phones, electric appliances, electricity, 

automobiles, social media etc, all of which have revolutionized our worlds. History is 

also testimony to the fact that a child led to learn on its own have led to invention of 

their own ways of tackling a situation. Mahatma Gandhi ji is the epitome of this. He 

shed the old methods of facing and challenging authorities. Instead, he invented/ 

developed his own in the form of Satyagraha, passive resistance, Boycott, Civil 

Disobedience, Non-cooperation etc. which led India to independence, otherwise India 

would still have been a nation subjugated by colonialism. A child learns from society 

which includes family, social media, sports, arts, religion, politics etc. these parameters 

of learning keep on changing constantly. For e.g earlier concept of living with ancestors 

or that of joint family was there. Now it is being taken over by nuclear families and a 

child learns accordingly. Earlier print media in the form of newspapers, monthly 

magazines was prevalent but it has ben taken over by social media such as facebook, 

twitter, youtube etc. similarly, ancient art forms of music such as Hindustani or carnatic 

music have been completely over taken by pop music, rap music, Jazz, trance etc, earlier 

where Hockey and cricket were most common sports in India, our performance in other 

sports sych as shooting (AbhinavBindra, GaganNarang), Boxing (Mary Kom, Vijendra 

Singh) etc is a proof that if a child is allowed to pursue his/her passions, a progressive 

person will be evolved. ........................................................................................................... 112 

The case of objectives of India‘s Five Year Plans (FYP) represents a great example of 

independent learning. Earlier seeing problems such as naxalism, Insurgency etc from 

the security point of view; modern policy makers see it from the development point of 

view. They see these problems as a result of development void in areas affected by 

these. This modern thinking given to think from a different perspective, quite different 

from what used to be followed earlier. ................................................................................. 112 

Though proponents of pro-changers may argue that a child should be left to learn alone, 

there are, on the contrary, certain elements of society which are universal in nature. The 

idea is that in this changing and fast moving world, one cannot learn those values on 

their own. For e.g the message of Vedas, Upanishad, Kuran, Geeta, Bible and other 

religious texts are losing their importance, though not radically, but in a piecemeal 

manner. These sanctimonious texts are written in such a language that it is not possible 

for present generation to understand them unless given special training. This special 

training can be impacted by parents, elders, teachers alone. The values contained in 

these reserved books are universal in nature and cannot change with time. For e,g the 

value of universal brotherhood, one god, honesty, love, peace, respect for elders, etc will 

remain their always, no matter how much a society may change. It is because of this 

value system, that the world we live in, exists today. Otherwise, this world have been 

left to the ruins as is evident from the massacre and huge loss of life because of the two 

(2) world wars. Thus, one may conclude by saying that though the value system will 

remain their forever with us, other surrounding things will keep on changing with time. 

To understand the change, one must be let free to learn on their own, in their own way 
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and style and contribute new avenues of learning to society. All major contributions of 

the world like Industrial, American, French, and Russian etc have contributed 

enormously to society in the form of Fundamental Rights, Fraternity, Justice, and Equal 

treatment of all, Socialism etc. these ideas are spreading to other parts of the world and 

helping substantially in establishing an egalitarian society. Thus, in the end, I would 

like to say that if Deepika Padukone, an Indian actress, would not have been allowed to 

pursue acting and instead forced by her father, a badminton player, to play badminton. 

She would have been a failure instead of being a top bollywood actress now and India 

would have been deprived of great acting talent. ............................................................... 113 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty Five (21st September2014) .......... 113 

Topic:  1) India‘s Role in Changing Global Order ............................................................... 113 

2) Coexistence of Religion and Science in India................................................................... 113 

1) India‘s Role in Changing Global Order ............................................................................ 113 

World politics is going under sea change. Unipolar world is appearing to emerge as 

multipolar where India, China, Brazil etc. are reshaping the world order. This changing 

world order is evident from the events such as Russian and Chinese veto against 

invasion in Syria by West; New Development Bank by BRICS; Top fastest growing 

countries of the world is in developing world; Ukraine crisis etc. Alibaba, a Chinese 

home grown company, has replaced Facebook in world‘s largest IPO. TATA group of 

companies has acquired a loss making firm Jaguar and turned it into a profit making 

organization in overnight. India is emerging as software giant. Her role in world politics 

is evolving and becoming a force to reckon with. ............................................................... 113 

Second World War ended with unipolar world where west dominated the world affairs 

for many decades. The only force which could challenge hegemony of West was former 

USSR but after its disintegration, unipolarity became stronger. However, 21st century is 

reshaping the world order where emerging economies are playing vital role in world 

affairs. ........................................................................................................................................ 114 

India is world‘s largest democracy with 1.2 billion population. It is the first country to 

retain its democratic values since independence. India‘s has given world ―Principles of 

Panchsheel‖ to maintain the peace. Indian constitution is enshrined with the values 

such as equality, secularity, fraternity, republic etc. India with its track record of 

upholding the democratic principles is set to play a major role in the world. ................ 114 

Many African countries are struggling for establishing their democratic institutions. 

Autocracy is still ruling many countries of not only this continent but also across the 

globe. The conflicts in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Sudan, Nigeria, Libya, Egypt, Tunisia 

etc. are the manifestations of the weak democratic institutions. Further situation is 

aggravated in these countries because a few powerful countries are using the weak 

democratic institutions for their own benefit on the cost of the people of those countries. 

India is home of the people professing almost all the religions of the world; thousands 

of languages are spoken here; constitution itself recognize 22 languages. What has India 
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which kept it integrated inspite of having multi-cultural, multi-religious, multi-lingual, 

multi-ethnicity? ........................................................................................................................ 114 

India‘s democratic values which gives fundamental rights to every citizen; its 

democratic institutions such as the Parliament, the Supreme Court, High Courts, 

Elections Commission, CAG, CVC, UPSC etc are behind the stability of India. India can 

help the war torn countries to establish the peace. Election commission of India is 

lauded for conducting free and fair elections on such a massive scale. It is helping many 

countries to conduct the free and fair elections. India can play a very vital role in this 

sphere in the world which is essential to establish harmony in the society and nations 

across the globe. ....................................................................................................................... 114 

On the health care and Medical front, India has remarkable progress. Despite of being 

such a large country in terms of demographic load, diversity and physical expanse, she 

is able to eliminate Polio which is haunting many developing nations. India‘s record in 

production of cheap generic medicines is laudable. It has strike a balance in its IPR 

regime and compulsory licensing which has become essential to produce affordable 

drugs. Least developed countries provide an opportunity to India to help them better 

their health care system by providing both technical and skilled workforce. India is 

producing one of the highest number of doctors, nurse and medical experts.  

Telemedicine can be used to help the countries in treatment of people. The role of its 

doctors and nurse in war affected countries with peace missions are world known. ... 114 

Medical tourism is growing in the country at a substantial rate which is veracity of the 

statement that India not only provides cheap medical care but also its quality is of 

international standard. Most of the people who is seeking treatment in India are from 

developed world where medical care has become too expensive. This offers India a 

chance to establish itself even in the developed world as net provider of medical 

services....................................................................................................................................... 114 

In ancient period, India made great progress in the field of education and science. 

―Gurukul‖ system of India is very old and effective in imparting the knowledge. In 

contemporary period India facing the shortage of teachers and taking help of IT 

(information technology) to solve the problem. Distance learning is catching up fast. 

Most of the institutions of the country are offering classes on their remote learning 

centers. There is no major hurdle which prevents India doing so for the countries in 

need of higher education such as Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, 

Pakistan and many African countries. .................................................................................. 115 

In the field of science, India‘s progress cannot be dwarfed compared to any country. 

Mission on Mars, PSLV, recent GSLV success, its high tech research in the field of Nano 

technology, Nuclear energy are a few examples which can help India emerge as world 

leader. The commercial arm of ISRO is using its work horse PSLV to launch satellites of 

various countries such as Japan, Australia, France, Canada etc. It has a track record of 

completing more than 100 flights successfully. It not only earned revenue to India but 

also established itself in the domain of space. Recently launched mission on Mars would 

be worlds cheapest Mars mission if succeed. Indian Prime Minister has talked about 
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―SAARC SATELLITE‖ to assist the neighboring countries to mitigate the adverse effects 

of bad weather and climate. The use of satellite system in disaster management during 

cyclone Phylin in Odisha is lauded by UN also where the loss of lives were reduced 

from thousands to double digit a few years ago. ................................................................ 115 

India can assist the developing nations with the services of its Satellite launch 

technology; its GAGAN and IRNSS (Indian regional navigation satellite system) for 

tracking etc. There is gap between developed and developing world in the field of 

technology which could be filled by India. .......................................................................... 115 

Another sector where India is certainly world leader is food production. India has 

changed its food dependent nation status at the independence time to food surplus 

country. The success of green revolution can be replicated in the countries which are 

facing the food shortage. According to FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) more 

than 870 million people across the world is suffering from the poverty. The problem of 

hunger and malnutrition can be mitigated with the experience of India in the field of 

agriculture and green revolution. Also, White Revolution, Yellow Revolution are 

remarkable in protein security. This is an opportunity for India which is facing land 

shortage and can use the vast land resources in other countries to both helping them in 

securing food for all and India also producing horticulture products for herself. ......... 115 

India has taken a very strong stand in WTO for saving its food security act which 

envisages providing food to 75 per cent of population at highly subsidized rates. Many 

developing countries are facing the same problem because of outdated laws of WTO. 

However, these countries are not in position to defy the powerful western block. India 

has shown the world that it can‘t be your way or no way. The act and implications are 

huge and cannot be done away with in any case. In this context, India can make a group 

of the concerned countries and put forward their demands in WTO. ............................. 115 

If we talk about in the economic sector, the Bretton Woods institutions dominate the 

world affairs. World Bank and IMF (International monetary fund) are powered by the 

western countries and tow their line when it demands. Also, IMF policies are pro-

capitalist which more than often affect welfare policies adversely. In turn, the poorest of 

poor are hard hit which they are supposed to protect. The new initiative by BRICS 

(Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) to establish NDB (New development bank) is 

welcome step. It is prudent to envisage NDB assisting not only member countries but 

also other developing nations and that too without reciprocity. This can be expected 

from NDB because the member countries are a mix of many political ideologies. ........ 116 

India‘s performance during the sub-prime crisis of the USA is commendable. India 

registered high growth despite of global slowdown. The sound financial system and 

international standard regulator (Reserve Bank of India) can be a lesson for the world to 

how to manage their financial institutions and not left wholly for market driven forces.

 .................................................................................................................................................... 116 

India has made strong strides in defense sector where led by DRDO (Defense Research 

and Development Organization) has developed many sophisticated missiles, tanks, 
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submarines.  India can supply the weapons to abolish hegemony of the powerful block 

of western countries. ................................................................................................................ 116 

India is also investing in the world in the peace mission led by UN. India is one of the 

largest contributors to peace missions of UN both in physical material as well as peace 

keeping forces. India is building roads, residential areas, hospitals, schools in war torn 

countries such as Sri Lanka, Afghanistan etc. ...................................................................... 116 

―No First Use Policy‖ of India in case of Nuclear arms are an example of peaceful 

existence. India has been supporter of nuclear arms free world but also disagree with 

the current provisions of NPT (Nuclear Proliferation Treaty) and CTBT (Comprehensive 

Test Ban Treaty) which are biased. This commendable track record of India, has led to 

culminations of nuclear deal with USA, Australia, France which were staunch 

supporters of anti-India group after Pokhran Nuclear Test. This is a win for India‘s 

Nuclear policy which is hard to come by. ............................................................................ 116 

With declining influence of west, India is expected to play leading role in world affairs. 

US led NATO forces are withdrawing from the Afghanistan. This region‘s stability is 

essential for India‘s energy as well as security. West Asia is major source of energy for 

India, China, Japan and these countries have huge stock in this region. India should 

take active part along with China and Japan to stabilize the region. India‘s role in 

creating basic infrastructure in Afghanistan is a welcome step. India should also use its 

experience of democratic institutions to solve the conflicts in amicably between different 

sects. Also, Middle East is a major destination for semi-skilled and unskilled work force 

which heavily contributes to India‘s foreign exchange. Stability of Iraq and Afghanistan 

is sine quo non for India‘s security. India should take proactive role to stabilize this 

region with the help of all the stakeholders. ........................................................................ 116 

India with its unity in diversity and harmony among three organs of the state is at a 

advantageous position to affect the changing global order positively. Its sheer size both 

in physical and demographic terms are added advantage. India is a developing nations 

and herself struggling with many problems. However, it should not detract her to avoid 

a major role in world politics because today‘s decision will make tomorrow‘s future of 

the country. In six decades of independence, India has achieved many milestones and 

this success will provide a strong platform to India to take off on the path of growth 

both economic and human. As Shiv Shankar Menon aptly described India as not 

emerging economy but re-emerging economy. India is home of oldest civilization and 

can teach the world lessons of civilization. India has all the potential to become world 

leader and it should not aspire to settle less than that. ....................................................... 116 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty Seven(05thOctober 2014) ............. 117 

Topic:  1) ―Democracy and socialism are means to an end, not the end itself.‖ – 

Jawaharlal Nehru ..................................................................................................................... 117 

2) Terrorism and Development .............................................................................................. 117 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty Eight(12thOctober 2014) .............. 119 

Topic:  Science without religion is lame. Religion without science is blind. ................... 119 
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Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014, Week One(6th April 2014) 

Topic: ―Education is a progressive discovery of our own ignorance.‖ – Will Durant 

Essay 1 

Education and ignorance go hand in hand since time immemorial. Ever since the first 
human being began to experience nature around him, he also began to associate cause and 
result to it. When he first saw day and nights , stars , rains, thunder , storms and other 
natural forces he associated them to a Godly power, and began finding solution to the 
problem associated with it, like praying God, offering him sacrifices. This is basic human 
nature to associate a cause to problem and then find solution to the same. When such 
practices failed , then some men began to search for other reasons and few started studying 
the nature. This over a long period created a knowledge pool that led to human evolution. 
Thus ignorance of some people led others to enquire into the matters and finally educate the 
next generation about it. 

After solving the basic question of natures, then humans began to discover societies for 
better chance of living and prospering. When societies gathered then some men began to 
enquire and discover methods of social structures and cooperation, this led to first rules of 
tribes, then kingdoms and then ultimately to democracy. 

Once a pool of knowledge is established , then people are educated about it, when they are 
educated then they don't enquire into established things, whereas they get interested into 
unanswered questions and begin looking answers for it. Sometimes the established truths 
begin to fail which leads many men to further discoveries and inventions. 

When the world was well satisfied with Almighty theory of natural forces, then people 
became ignorant and started following as per guidance of the theory, their ignorance led 
sometime to suffering of other people. At that time some others like Aristotle, Ptlomey 
began to enquire into the world and found answers to the natural phenomenon. 

When world was happy and content with Newtonian Physics then Einstein began searching 
for answers to unsolved problems left by Newton , which led to Relativistic physics, which 
enabled us to land on moon. 

Similarly when ignorance of kingdoms led to suffering of many people , then great thinkers 
like Karl Marx propounded new theories of society, which then reached the masses and 
people began to adopt the thoughts and question the existing system. 

In economics the ignorance of people towards mechanisms of trade and commerce led 
Adam smith to analyse the same and show the world new paths to economy. When in 
future world was content with his theories and was ignorantly following it, then it led to 
Great depression of 1930s and then Keynes began to look for the solution to the problems. 

Not only the ignorance of other people leads to progressive discovery of new ideas and 
theories, but also ones own ignorance leads one to suffering then he begins to discover the 
matters with education. 



Insights Essays Compilation - 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                                INSIGHTS Page 33 
 

In India general masses are totally ignorant of rules and laws, this is why they are generally 
abused by corrupt politicans, bureaucrats and police officials. When they suffer then they 
begin looking into books and try to solve the matters. 

Education is a never ending process, we learn things till the day we die. Hence the famous 
quote of William Durant is quite true and will stand true till the end of the world. 

 

Essay 2 

―Education is the progressive discovery of our own ignorance‖ 

When a child is born, it is a pure soul, totally ignorant of the worldly social affairs. Child 
learns from his surroundings, to grow, to survive and to make decisions. This may be called 
natural education. Later, systematic education is given in schools, colleges and many other 
institutions made for the purpose of making the child competent to pursue various 
occupations. With, passing time the children are able to differentiate between the right and 
wrong. Some, children even fear their ‗shadow‘ but when their ignorance is removed, then 
they appreciate the role of education, through which they came to know that ‗ shadow‘ is 
just a dark portion, which is formed due to impeding sun rays by their body. 

‗Ignorance‘ – How far is it true 

What is ignorance? What is humankind ignorant of, which needs to be corrected through 
education? And, is the ignorance, that a specific section shows is absolute and true in nature 
or is it just relative to other sections of humankind? 

To answer these, the following examples may help. Many South Asian countries have 
populations that love to eat ‗Dog meat‘. But, in western countries ‗Dogs‘ are not eaten, but 
domesticated and loved. So, according to many western people, the people who eat ‗Dogs‘ 
are barbaric, inhuman and uncivilized in nature. Similar, case could be taken of ‗cow meat‘. 
Cow is sacred for ‗Hindus‘, but its meat is a delicacy in western countries. So, are western 
people ‗barbaric‘ too!! 

There are stories that countries have fought wars on the question of breaking egg from the 
‗narrower base‘ or ‗wider base‘. Now, when we think about this case, we are amazed that 
people could be so ignorant that they fight on such petty issues. 

In 18th century France and its neighbouring countries had quite unique notion of beauty. 
Women had to wear special costumes, which were so tight at neck that they suffocated in it. 
Their waist was tightened by belts to keep it narrow. Gowns were heavy and huge, with a 
long cloth dragging on floor tied to it. Men also wore similar tight clothes. But, since this 
tradition was notion of beauty, so people practiced it. Now, we know that how ignorant 
they were about their notion of beauty which was affecting their health. How we know this 
and not them? Has education or study of history or medical science played any role in it? 

Let‘s take another example of ignorance. In, Ancient Rome, ‗Gladiator‘ fights were a big 
mode of entertainment, in which people enjoyed the fights done in ‗Arena‘. But, what was 
the speciality of such fights? Well, it was the participants, who were slave ‗humans‘ and 
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crowd cheered on such fights, where human blood was flown and humans were killed. They 
had no mercy for their own species. Today we condemn both slavery and bloodshed. 

We can also take example of ‗Sati‘ where widowed women were forced to burn, in their 
husband‘s pyre. Women were thought also be second to man, and were responsible for 
domestic works. Today, when we see women working and succeeding in every field as man, 
then can we call the former generation as ignorant? Isn‘t this was taught to them in society. 

Everyone knows about, World War-2 and the destruction and suffering it brought to the 
world. It was based on the Nazi propaganda, which thought a specific race ‗Aryans‘ as 
superior and other races ‗inferior‘. This was systematically taught to the people and through 
which Nazi party got a wide following. Holocaust of ‗Jews‘ was done through this 
propaganda. 

So, all the above examples do confuse me that; ―What is absolute ignorance‖? Many of the 
above societies were on high educational levels; still they had some very wrong perceptions, 
through which such extreme positions were taken. 

Then, after a little introspection, the answer becomes obvious. The answer lies in my 
education. What am I taught now, or had been taught throughout my college, school, and 
kindergarten or through society, parents, peers and elders. It was they who taught me what 
is right and what is wrong? 

But, this makes me worried, because all things that are taught to you may not be absolutely 
right. Nazi education, Sati, Caste system etc. are some of examples where education 
provided was detrimental to the society. Thus, ‗Ignorance‘ can be called our limited 
rationality. We need to look into various sources and knowledge available, and judge out 
what is the best for humankind and society. Education is just a medium to help us take the 
right decision. 

Progressive Discovery of Ignorance and Roll of Education:- 

People living in Germany were ignorant about the bad aspects of ‗Nazi propaganda‘ but, 
today all German people condemn and hate Nazi rule and Hitler. 

In India, ‗Sati‘ was a common custom in some parts, but people like ‗Raja Ram Mohun Roy‘ 
fought against it and were successful in abolishing it. ‗Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar‘ fought 
for ‗girl education‘ and ‗widow remarriage‘. Our freedom struggle is filled with examples, 
where people fought against social evil practices such as untouchability, casteism, 
communalism, superstitions etc. These people are known as ‗reformers‘. 

But, how these ‗reformers‘ were able to differentiate between right and wrong? Here, comes 
the role of education. These, people came in contact with modern western ideas, which 
condemned slavery, exploitation and were critical to equality of men and women. Then 
many great reformers looked back towards Indian society and were able to rationalise how 
the spiritual religious texts were manipulated and resulted in backward Indian society. 
Thus, through education they were able to reform the society. 

We have examples of many great people, who changed the course of history, through their 
‗independent‘ and ‗pioneering‘ ideas. We know ‗Karl Marx‘ who gave the ‗communist‘ and 
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‗socialist‘ ideals to the world, which had a huge and profound impact on many countries. It 
were these ideals which led to communist rule in a large part of the world.  
Then, we know about many religious leaders such as ‗Gautama Buddha‘, ‗Mahavira‘, ‗Jesus‘, 
and ‗Mohammad‘ which gave new direction and thought to the world. Culture, religion, 
freedom, piety, commerce, rationalism, philosophy, industrialization are many fields that 
had some independent thinker who added and contributed to the growth of education and 
also removed previous misconceptions thus effectively reducing ignorance from this world. 

Thus, we see that humankind is evolving and many new dimensions keep on adding to the 
education system, and the level of ignorance keeps on reducing. Humankind is ignorant in 
those areas, which it has no knowledge or false knowledge, but further discovery through 
educational system helps him to become more rational. 

Conclusion :- 

Education has a deep impact on the life of humans. It is through education, that humans are 
able to think about the righteousness and wrongness of their acts. Education empowers 
them to shed out their ‗wrong beliefs‘ which were right due to lack of education. Thus 
education also helps them in ‗self-discovery and introspection, through which new ideas are 
generated. These ideas further refine the base of education. Education system preserves and 
passes the knowledge from one generation to the other, and with each successive ‗discovery‘ 
the ‗ignorance‘ level drops and knowledge base of humans increase. Thus, Will Durant has 
rightly said that ―Education is the progressive discovery of our own ignorance‖. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014 – Week Two (13th April 2014) 

Topic: ―Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever‖ – 

Mahatma Gandhi 

Essay1: 

It is the law of nature that every living creature on this planet has to die someday. But the 
fact is human beings have taken life for granted.They either dwell too much in the past or 
keep thinking about the future. In doing so they are knowingly/unknowingly are wasting 
the precious present moment which would ultimately decide thier future.The people should 
realize the importance of today,it should only be used to work hard and gain knowledge 
and to correct past mistakes. 
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Mahatma Gandhi has said, "Live as if you were to die tomorrow, Learn as if you were to live 
forever". The first part of the quote can be understood by taking an example of a old man. A 
old man never craves for money or material things, he only wishes for the well being and 
happiness of his family,society and the world at large.The second part of the quote can be 
explained by taking a child as a example. For a child too money and material things does not 
mean much he is constantly trying to learn things in his surrounding.But It does not mean 
we have to be old or be a child to understand this. If we can even assume today as the last 
day of our life we would realize what matters most. It is not the money you have but how u 
helped your neighbour,or your colleague or any person you met. you would automatically 
would be nice to everyone. 

Life is indeed very short. we should make most of it. It is not important how successful you 
are but did that success helped others. Today getting knowledge is only seen as a means to 
achieve luxurious life. But knowledge should mean much more than this. It should be 
acquired for the well being of our environment, our people, our world etc. The importance 
of this can be known from gandhiji, he gave two things to our country peace and non-
violence which is helping our country even today.compare this with african countries where 
violence is a norm. 

Sharing what we have learned is the most important learning. Many great scientists spent 
their whole life to give the society something back.e,g thomas edison gave light, graham bell 
gave telephone. 
As a part of this world it is our duty to give back something in return and it could be done if 
we start working today. Everyone can contribute to the society in their own way. 

Therefore, If we start following this simple message from gandhiji it would make our life 
truly meaningful. We would know the true purpose of life and it stop us from taking life for 
granted and then even if we die tomorrow we would still live in people's mind 

 

Essay2: 

Live life as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever by Mahatma 
Gandhi reminds me of the few lines of poem by Robert Frost, ―Woods are lovely dark and 
deep, but remember the promises that I have to keep. Miles to go before I sleep, miles to go 
before I sleep.‖  

Now what I‘ve come to realize, is that we all waste a lot of time doing nothing worthwhile. 
Here time refers to life led by human beings. Every moment of life which we spend 
accomplishing worthless things signify every minute of our lives lost and gone forever One 
must not wait for a new year to bring new tidings as every moment is new. Always time 
must be used for right purposes which is the foremost duty of every man. We must live our 
life the way we want to, not the way anyone else says to. Gandhi is telling us to make the 
best of our life by making it enjoyable and educational for others.  

Everybody should accomplish one‘s daily tasks with integrity, sincerity and dedication. 
Moreover we should pursue our dreams with a fervour without making excuses and 
delaying things due to indecisiveness of the present moment. There are innumerable things 
in this world to explore and learn, but there is insufficient time to learn everything. We 
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should learn whatever we can and must not take our education for granted. We should learn 
ceaselessly to continue growing, evolving and to eventually reach our highest potential.  
 

There is always more to learn no matter how long you live, basically we must learn as much 
as we can by overcoming all our inhibitions because knowledge is mighty like the sky and 
ocean. We should not worry too much about tomorrow as no one has seen it. Everybody 
must live to enjoy the present moments as future is unpredictable. The quality of life is more 
significant than the number of days lived. Surprises in our life often bring about more of 
negative influences instead of positivity. Here one must not forget the perfect teaching of 
Ramayana which says always hope for the best and be prepared for the worst.  
During the lifetime we should live humbly and must not let pride or greed or any wrong 
value tarnish our impeccable soul. One must not end the day with bad words or bad deeds. 
We should dedicate ourselves to the peace on earth and be ready for death at any moment. 
A person who knows that he is going to die the next day will not crave for luxurious life and 
pass a simple life.  

Every day‘s experience moves a person‘s whole being with interest and enthusiasm. Person 
must daily enjoy the first grey of the dawn filing the east, the soothing caresses of the early 
morning breeze, and the re-emergence of the hidden earth and other hidden things of the 
earth which create in the mind feeling of world‘s rebirth. In today‘s competitive busy world, 
man has forgotten the ineffable wonder of the sunrise and sunset, mystery of the night with 
twinkling stars and the orb of moon.  

He has become the slave of unbearable misery, loneliness and implacable hate that inwardly 
throttles and strangles him. Now society‘s prosperity is dependent on how people use their 
time in the performance of good actions. The serious challenge for humanity is lack of 
clarity, motivation and laziness. In order to accomplish the task of bringing our future into 
the present, we need the correct thoughts, vision and motivation. 
Through innate learning and acquired learning we have come a long way in the 
advancement and progress of this current era but we fail to realize how many minutes of 
each day are spent on valueless things? 

 Life is too short for long-term grudges, vengeance and malice. Let us ponder over things 
such as advancement in science and technology, innumerable inventions and discoveries 
which have brought rich blessings to struggling humanity. Yet human beings do not call a 
scientist, IT expert or technologist and businessman as a moral hero. A moral hero is 
someone who actively influences millions of people by becoming a great social force to bring 
about great social changes in the society. 

  
Learning can be defined as the relatively permanent transformation in an individual‘s 
behaviour including knowledge, skill and attitude which can occur at any time or place 
during lifetime. The word life suggests to human beings religious piousness, chastity, 
integrity, benevolence and elimination of beastly nature through entire abstinence from 
causing any pain or harm to any living creature either by thought, word, or deed. Life must 
not be used in the popular sense of earning materialistic gains at the cost of other‘s 
happiness. However life is a spiritual attitude in which hatred is replaced by love.  
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Living life is an art but it also must be confined to the expression of creative skill in a visual 
form such as painting or sculpture, etc. In the teachings of Hippocrates, the Greek surgeon, 
life is referred to the art of healing as our life must provide inspiration and frameworks to 
support a wide spectrum of people on earth seeking to make the world a better place in a 
way that is uniquely right for them. Here one must quote Isaac Hayes who says, ―There's 
always hurdles. So I just keep moving, just constantly redefining myself. That's how you 
stay in the race.‖  

 
The learning from life experiences symbolizes persistence and a strong will. It is also 
thought to represent wishes coming true, cheerful love, and general happiness. Hurdles in 
our life are just similar to dandelions. These dandelions growing in lawn are regarded as a 
nuisance so it is considered as weed. The dandelion in its "puffball" state spreads billions of 
seeds with just the faintest of breezes. This mode of transportation is ingenious, and the 
sheer magnitude of seed spread is a guarantee of the plant's continued success on this 
planet. Human being ceaselessly complains about hurdles in life without understanding 
what beneficial lesson it can teach us in life. If we overcome such hurdles with persistence 
and a strong will then we can become an inspiration to bring smiles on millions of people in 
misery. Learning is an art which is the progressive enrichment of the human consciousness. 
Learning gives us inner satisfaction and the higher feeling of self-fulfilment. 

Every human being seeks peace and harmony, because this is what he lacks in life. From 
time to time people experience agitation, irritation, disharmony and agony. And when they 
suffer from such miseries, they don't keep these to themselves; they often distribute them to 
others as well. Unhappiness permeates the atmosphere around someone who is engulfed in 
misery, and whoever comes in contact with such a person also become affected. Certainly 
this is not a skilful way to lead life. We should live at peace with ourselves, and at peace 
with others as human beings are social animals, having to live within society by being 
interdependent on one another. How are we to remain harmonious within, and maintain 
peace and harmony around us, so that others can also live peacefully and harmoniously? 

In order to be relieved of our misery, we have to know the basic reason for it, the cause of 
the suffering. If we investigate the problem, it becomes clear that whenever we start 
generating any negativity or impurity in the mind, we are bound to become unhappy. A 
negativity in the mind, a mental defilement or impurity, cannot coexist with peace and 
harmony. How do we start generating negativity? Again, by investigation, it becomes clear. 
We become unhappy when we find someone behaving in a way that we don't like, or when 
we find something happening which we don't like. Unwanted things happen and we create 
tension within. Wanted things do not happen, some obstacle comes in the way, and again 
we create tension within; we start tying knots within. And throughout life, unwanted things 
keep on happening, wanted things may or may not happen, and this process of reaction, of 
tying knots- Gordian knots makes the entire mental and physical structure so tense, so full 
of negativity, that life becomes miserable. 

Either we must develop the power, or somebody else who will come to our aid must have 
the power, to see that unwanted things do not happen and that everything we want 
happens. But this is impossible. There is no one in the world whose desires are always 
fulfilled, in whose life everything happens according to his or her wishes, without anything 
unwanted happening. Things constantly occur that are contrary to our desires and wishes. 
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So the question arises: how can we stop reacting blindly when confronted with things that 
we don't like? How can we stop creating tension and remain peaceful and harmonious? 

If something unwanted happens and we react by generating anger, fear or any negativity, 
then at once we should divert your attention to something else. For example one must keep 
on repeating the name of a god or saintly person towards whom he has devotion; the mind 
is diverted, and to some extent he will be relieved from the wreath of anger and negativity. 
The difficulty is that we are not aware when negativity starts. It begins deep in the 
unconscious mind, and by the time it reaches the conscious level it has gained so much 
strength that it overwhelms us, and we cannot observe it. Self-observation shows us reality 
in its two aspects, inner and outer. Previously we only looked outward, missing the inner 
truth. We always looked outside for the cause of our unhappiness; we always blamed and 
tried to change the reality outside. Being ignorant of the inner reality, we never understood 
that the cause of suffering lies within, in our own blind reactions toward pleasant and 
unpleasant sensations. 

A pure mind is always full of love—selfless love for all others, full of compassion for the 
failings and sufferings of others, full of joy at their success and happiness, full of equanimity 
in the face of any situation. When one reaches this stage, the entire pattern of one's life 
changes. What is necessary, then, is to ―know thyself‖—advice which every wise person has 
given. We must know ourselves, not just intellectually in the realm of ideas and theories, 
and not just emotionally or devotionally, simply accepting blindly what we have heard or 
read. Such knowledge is not enough. Rather, we must know reality experientially. We must 
experience directly the reality of this mental-physical phenomenon. This alone is what will 
help us be free of our suffering. 

The next step is to develop some mastery over this wild mind by training it to remain fixed 
on a single object, the breath. One tries to keep one's attention on the respiration for as long 
as possible. This is not a breathing exercise; one does not regulate the breath. Instead, one 
observes natural respiration as it is, as it comes in, as it goes out. In this way one further 
calms the mind so that it is no longer overpowered by intense negativities. At the same time, 
one is concentrating the mind, making it sharp and penetrating, capable of the work of 
insight. These first two steps, living a moral life, and controlling the mind, are very 
necessary and beneficial in themselves, but they will lead to suppression of negativities 
unless one takes the third step: purifying the mind of defilements by developing insight into 
one's own nature. It can be practiced by one and all. Everyone faces the problem of 
suffering. It is a universal malady which requires a universal remedy. Gradually we should 
reject the received beliefs of our stereotypical society and embrace a startlingly 
unconventional worldview that shocks the next generation. 

We must excel in the ability and willingness to change our mind based on new experiences. 
We should display an unusual desire to step into the shoes of people whose lives are vastly 
different from ours. One could never understand the reality of such lives unless he had a 
taste of it himself. Everybody should make a notable effort to take practical action to 
alleviate other people's suffering. We must turn towards a life of spiritual and material 
austerity. The best way to challenge our assumptions and prejudices, and develop new ways 
of looking at the world, is to surround ourselves with people whose views and lifestyles 
differ from our own. If we want to question our beliefs and ideals, we need to follow the 
example of Tolstoy, spending time with people whose values and everyday experiences 
contrast with our own. Our task must be to journey beyond the perimeters of the circle.  
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In a dominant paradigm weighted towards self-interest and self-orientation, we must make 
a special effort to question our mode of being. Can we afford to be narrowly self-focused? 
Can we grow to anywhere near our true potential if we look out only for ourselves? What 
role do kindness and compassion play in bridging a world that is growing increasingly 
fragmented? What follows are five powerful reasons to be kind, articulated by some of the 
greatest minds and hearts from around the globe. Even the briefest touch of kindness can 
lighten a heavy heart. Kindness can change the lives of people. Kindness casts a different 
light, an evening light that has the depth of color and patience to illuminate what is complex 
and rich in difference. 

Despite all the darkness, human hope is based on the instinct that at the deepest level of 
reality some intimate kindness holds sway. This is the heart of blessing. To believe in 
blessing is to believe that our being here, our very presence in the world, is itself the first 
gift, the primal blessing. To be hopeful in bad times is not just foolishly romantic. It is based 
on the fact that human history is a history not only of cruelty, but also compassion, sacrifice, 
courage, kindness. What we choose to emphasize in this complex history will determine our 
lives. If we see only the worst, it destroys our capacity to do something. If we remember 
those times and places -- and there are so many -- where people behaved magnificently, this 
gives us the energy to act, and at least the possibility of sending this spinning top of a world 
in a different direction.  

And if we do act, in however small a way, we don't have to wait for some grand utopian 
future. The future is an infinite succession of presents, and to live now as we think human 
beings should live, in defiance of all that is bad around us, is itself a marvellous victory. 
When we focus on our individuality, humanity inevitably suffers, each one of us will suffer.  

The Dalai Lama also reminds us: ―Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible.‖ With all 
of this inspiration, how can we put it all into action, increasingly remembering this 
possibility of kindness? Grow and learn through your own experience by inviting kindness 
into your life. Watch as the ripples spread around you, to friends, family, and even strangers 
ultimately creating a better world one kind act at a time by not forgetting to live life as if you 
were to die tomorrow by ceaseless learning as if you were to live forever. 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge-2014 Week Three (20th April 2014) 

Topic: Strength does not come from physical capacity. It comes from an indomitable will. 

- Mahatma Gandhi 

Essay: 

There is a famous quote ―Pen is mightier than sword‖. This wonderful quote drives us to 
think that how could it be possible? If we think about a fight between two persons, one 
wielding sword and other wielding pen, who could possibly win? Obvious answer will be 
the person wielding sword. But, still the above quote holds its significance because it‘s not a 
time bound quote specific to a certain condition. It holds considerable value in its true 
essence as it is comparing free thoughts and brute force and suggesting that thoughts and 
values have prevailed much more than strength. It was the knowledge, never to die spirit. 
Humanity kept pushing and learning which culminated in modern society. Humanity was 
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neither the strongest, nor the largest but it has proved to be the fittest race to survive, 
dominate and withhold the mother Earth. 

Our history is filled with great achievers, who showed enormous willpower to achieve their 
dream. Raja Ram Mohan Roy, who reformed derogatory ―Sati‖ system from India, was 
opposed even by his own mother, who took part in a procession against him. How, could 
Ram Mohan survive the wrath of his own mother who gave birth to him? It would have 
certainly taken a lot of courage and willpower to speak against the wrong practices and to 
oppose it firmly. 

Famous revolutionaries of Indian Independence Movement, Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar 
Dutt, threw bombs in Central Legislative Assembly and gave self-arrest after that as 
planned. They could have fled easily, but they chose not to do so, and face a trial during 
which they could present their case to the whole world. The courage and willpower shown 
by them in doing so, could make anyone wonder, which is sharper willpower or gun power.  
Thomas Alva Edison tried to make bulb and he failed more than 1000 times before he 
succeeded. Someone asked him, that ―weren't you tired or demotivated during such 
tiresome process?‖. He replied, ―No, my friend. During those 1000 failures I learnt 1000 
ways of how not to make an electric bulb‖. Such positivist approach and willpower made 
him succeed and produce more than 1000 patents in his name.  
Then we have examples of famous scientist ‗Stephen Hawkins‘ and famous musician 
‗Mozart‘. Both of them were physically disabled. But, they produced some of the finest 
discoveries in science and music which we know.  
Abraham Lincoln who became president of America failed in business, lost all his property 
in trials in court, lost his wife, had nervous breakdown, lost election to senator post, speaker 
post, vice president post, before finally being selected directly for president. He abolished 
slavery, led America united and strengthened government in its history‘s bloodiest civil war 
and is regarded as one of the greatest presidents of America. Had he given up during any 
stage of his life, or lost hope, then world would have lost a great leader and reformer.  
We have our history filled with examples of such valor and courage, where willpower alone 
made impossible things possible. It was the ‗never give up‘ spirit which made them 
successful. During battle of Longewala, in 1971, Pakistan launched a huge offensive mission 
against India, in which more than 60 tanks and 3000 infantry participated. But, they were 
held back by a group of 100 Indian soldiers who fought with them until reinforcements 
arrived and gained one of the biggest victories world has ever seen. If those soldiers would 
have fled seeing the numerical superiority of Pakistan and strength of their weapons, then 
India would have been in a big trouble. They showed that willpower can make your 
strength grow numerous times.  
Napoleon said that, ―there is no word impossible in my dictionary‖. Even Impossible says 
that I‘m possible. U.S.A invaded Vietnam, and was defeated their after fighting for more 
than a decade. Vietnam was nothing in compared to USA in terms of weapons and strength 
but, still they had the courage to face the enemy and never to give up.  
So, all these examples clearly show that, we should never give up. It‘s not the physical 
strength that matters in most of the cases. It‘s the willpower and the ability to keep up the 
sustainability. It‘s the ability to survive for longer duration and to keep going even when 
you are not the smartest, strongest or fastest. Tortoise and rabbit story is common in which 
tortoise won the race just because he had consistency. 

Since, we know that willpower is an essential component of success and it is stronger than 
physical strength, then question arises, why we see so many failures in society? Why people 
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are not able to follow the righteous path.  
The answer lies in the lives of great people such as Mahatma Gandhi, Jesus Christ, Lord 
Buddha and many other great peoples. Mahatma Gandhi advocated non-violence. He told 
that non-violence is not easy to follow. Human nature is very intimidating to the path of 
violence, and taking non-violent path against a violent oppressor won‘t seem right to many. 
But, still it‘s the right method as violence has time and again proved that it‘s not a 
permanent solution for any conflict. The strength lies in forgiveness rather than punishment. 
Non-violence doesn't mean that the person adhering to such path is weak or he can‘t fight. 
But following this path means that you are giving conformity to your inherent strength and 
willpower, as it requires much more strength to be non-violent even when you have more 
strength and numbers.  
Jesus Christ was crucified but, still he forgave all those who were against him. Lord Buddha 
renounced his entire kingdom in order to gain true knowledge and deliver it to humans. 
Prophet Muhammad when gained power, then he forgave all those who once chased him to 
death. They showed that willpower is also a form of strength, just that it‘s mental strength 
which is much greater, wider and powerful than the physical strength that most people are 
proud of.  
We could wonder that the above quote of Gandhi Ji has proved itself from time to time in 
history. But how much is it relevant in the present context of the world? But we could also 
wonder, how much it holds true in today‘s advanced modern world. Today, entire cities can 
be wiped out of face of earth by just dropping a nuclear bomb. Today, persons siting miles 
apart can rob a bank, disrupt electricity supply, or crash into national defence system of a 
country just by using certain computer codes.  

Today, havocs such as terrorism, global climate change, difference between rich and poor 
and growth of unrest like Arab spring and incurable diseases like AIDS and cancer have 
changed the face of the world, and gave definition to the order of force where the mighty 
and powerful will rule the world.  
We know that we need to act on these problems timely. But, what‘s the solution. Most 
countries are afraid to talk about climate change, as if they press hard towards climate 
concerns, then their economies may get affected and they could lose the dominant strength 
they possess today. So, what will happen of us when we will be hit hard by worsening 
climate? Well, the solution lies in the indomitable will of humans, to survive and sustain 
themselves.  

They know that they have to take hard decisions otherwise humanity will perish. Global 
climate talks are the step in right direction. Earth summit, Kyoto protocol, MARPOL(Marine 
Pollution) and many other regulations have come into force to fight climate change. As, the 
destruction from climate change will increase, so will proportionally increase the willpower 
of humans to fight back and get the things under control before it‘s too late. Until then, they 
will be in a blur that strength is mightier, but sooner or later they will have to take the 
tougher stand.  
We have similarly been fighting the medical problems and constantly have been improving. 
Life expectancy has reached a new height in India and rest of the world. World population 
has proliferated a lot. Arab spring and many other movements keep on happening in 
modern societies but they also bring with them the charm of modern democratic 
institutions, and popular governments which could work for different sections in tandem to 
their willpower to rule themselves. Internet, social media, blogs are the new instruments 
where people fearlessly and independently communicate. Such, mediums have given 
strength to normal people, who thinks itself more powerful with the will to change the 
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world through such modern instruments.  
Acts such as Right to Information have unearthed many irregularities and corruptions. They 
have empowered people. Rule of law in India, is another testament of willpower, which 
states equality of law and equal treatment of law for all citizens of India. Our constitution 
empowers every citizen freedom of religion, thought, expression, faith, protest. These values 
are not based on strength of any monarch or army, but they are based on collective 
willpower of the citizens of this great country.  
Thus, willpower has proved to be more varied, omnipotent, and universal holder of power 
in comparison to physical strength. It has many examples in past and present time, where 
great people have performed unbelievable feats. The statement by Gandhi Ji also holds true 
in solving the various problems that world is facing today. Here a famous 1980‘s movie 
dialogue holds true. In that scene a father says to his son that, ―The world is not a fancy 
place. It‘s not all sunshine and rainbows. It‘s a very mean and cruel place which will hit you 
hard and keep you to your knees if you let it. But, it‘s not about how hard you get hit, it‘s 
more about how hard you get hit and keep moving, how much you can take and still keep 
moving forward. So, just go outside and take risks, and keep moving no matter what. Stop 
blaming others, and giving excuses that you are not successful because of him or her or 
anybody. Cowards do that and that isn‘t you. You are better than that‖. So, we have to keep 
moving forward and triumph our journey of life through our indomitable will. Physical 
strength will be indeed needed to achieve our targets, but it will be our willpower and never 
to give up spirit that will make sure that we are able to make world a better place before we 
die. 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Four (27th April 2014) 

Topic: Green Growth, Poverty and Gender Equality 

 

Essay: 

Introduction: 
―Water table fall by 40 feet‖, ―Poverty alleviation made one of the eight Millennium 
Development Goals‖ or ―Female to male ration fall to sub 930 mark in India‖ are not 
figments of imagination but common headlines from present day news paper. 

The human race is face with myriad challenges and yet few issues stand out to be most 
important and crying for a long term solution. 

What are the basic questions that any civilization should as to itself in order to evaluate its 
success and to answer the most crucial problems faced by it? The first question should about 
sustainability and equity. As an unsustainable civilization cannot continue to grow for long 
and will die out soon. Also, an unequal, unjust society will lead to social unrest, which 
inturn will make social harmony impossible. Equity has many connotations. Two that can be 
taken right now are: poverty and gender equity. There are other aspects as well, but the 
present essay tries to look into these two only. 
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Green Growth: 

Sustainable growth has been the key word for almost all policy makers across the globe. As 
the human population has risen to astronomical numbers, the resource crunch and over-
exploitation has already started to put a question mark on our consumption patterns. Can 
we continue to use our resources with same mindlessness as before and still continue to 
grow on this planet earth? We need to define a judicious way of development that does not 
jeopardise the potentials of future generation while we live, reproduce and die. Our use of 
natural resources should be such that we do not leave the generations to come without 
drinking water, fuel, fresh air, trees and forests, irrigable land fit for agriculture among other 
crucial inputs that make this planet liveable. At the same time, we also have to develop so 
that we can meet our needs. This calls for a balance. 

Green Growth is a growth model in which these concerns are at the heart of such questions 
and concern. As the name suggests, Green Growth revolves around sustainable and 
pollution free ways of development. 

Today, economists have started giving natural capital a renewed focus. Sir Partha Dasgupta, 
has extensively written in this field of emerging economics. He argues that there is an 
overarching framework today, and the policy makers can take help from that to draw plans 
for judicious use of our natural capital. He argues that, political will the most important 
factor in finding solutions to such issues. In his paper, title ―Nature of economic growth and 
economy of nature‖, he presents a model of growth in which nature itself can be seen as a 
capital that can be improved upon and which in turn fuels the economy. So far we have seen 
nature as a store house for resources that can be used to fuel the economic engines. 

Green growth is aligned along such ideas. Paper for example, can be made from wood as 
well as from recycled material. Plastics, which are known to be non-biodegradable, can be 
reused and refined to make them bio-degradable. Biomass and biochar can be used as fuel. 
Fuel emission can be brought down by improving the quality of engines and making them 
compatible with less polluting fuels. Water can be used more judiciously using sprinklers or 
drip irrigation techniques. Food security can be addressed by promoting kitchen agriculture. 
Rain water harvesting, solar panels and wind mills can together help in conserving our non-
renewable resources. 

Recent IPCC reports suggest that the temperature of earth is on the rise. Infact in the past 
decade the nine out of ten years were the hottest ever since temperature records are being 
kept. These are disturbing facts. Temperature rise has atleast two impacts on us: 

a) Sinking of coastal areas 
b) Shifting of agricultural patterns from tropics to temperate zones 

Together these translate into, large scale displacement of people, leading to social tensions 
and pressures on land resources and concerns of food security. This explains why climate 
change and food security emerge as important questions of global forums of discussions and 
policy making.  
Poverty: 

Talking about a balanced growth and food security brings us to another glaring social issue 
that humanity has faced since time immemorial: Poverty. 
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Gandhiji rightly argued that, poverty is the worst form of violence. But why is it that some 
sections of society are left to live with precarious means while many go on living in 
opulence? Why is it that some do not have food to eat and some have enough to eat? Why is 
it that developed nations, which constitute for only 20% of world population, use 80% of 
earth‘s resources? 

These questions on unjust treatment of a large portion of humanity makes us agree with Pip 
from Charles Dickens‘ Great Expectation when he says: ―In the little world in which children 
have their existence whosoever brings them up, there's nothing so finely perceived and so 
finely felt, as injustice.‖ 
What makes us entitled to the life that we live? Amartya Sen wrote a book titles: Poverty 
and Famine, in which he argues that entitlement has labour at its lowest rung. He gives an 
example of an umbrella. The person who gave bamboo for the handle was entitled to some 
money as the bamboo grew on his farm, which he inherits from his successors or he bought 
from someone. The person who made the umbrella is entitled to some money as he gave his 
labour. This common sense was known to Adam Smith as well and he had argued much 
earlier that it is not from the benevolence of the brewer that we get our wine. 

But is this model of entitlement and social order, why do some people live a life that is 
below poverty line? And how to define such a line? Amartya Sen argues that a person 
should be able to live a life that he values and has reason to value. The first part of his 
conviction is understandable and the second part is even more important. One may want to 
live in Taj Mahal, but then does he have the reason to value such a whim? 

How to judiciously divide our resources among ourselves? Free India cannot be applauded 
for successful land distribution laws and their successful implementation. The centuries old 
caste divides, make some sections without property. Scriptures of religious nature have 
taken the right to own property away from them. The Constitution of India did provide for 
Right to Property, but was later repealed from the statute books, but that would be another 
debate. 

 The perpetual nature of poverty, that is, the son of a poor father has more chances to grow 
into a poor man, has to some extent, its roots in this social divide that has continued since 
ages. Affirmative action have been given a try and reservation system in India is more like 
an experiment which after years of its implementation has become a political tool of 
polarising vote banks. Yes, it has its own plus points but poverty is a bigger question. 

Poverty leads to hunger and hunger leads to deprivation. Death due to hunger and 
starvation is not just a shameful indictment on own growth stories but also a spiritual 
question for nation builders without answering which, no nirvana is possible. A sense of 
responsibility of a leader, makes him feel that his inaction is the cause of someone‘s poverty. 

Today education has become a means to the end of finding a job. As the society is growing 
more individualistic and with food inflation and rising competition due to population rise, 
the incidences of ethic neutrality in human society are on the rise. People show less interest 
in the questions of nation building and poor are left out to die on the fringes of urban 
societies. In this age of entertainment, poverty has become an out dated question for the 
masses. 
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Popular cinema in India, was known for movies that raised labor issues of issues of poverty 
through various songs and stories in the 70s and 80s. Today, songs like ―sada haq, etthe 
rakh‖ (may rights, my first concern) or advertisements like ―jo chahe wo tabhi kyun nahi‖ 
(what ever one desire one should get then and there) resonate with our young nations heart 
beats. We do not have time to read Munshi Prem Chandra or to go to rural India and see 
people living with precarious means. Doctors refuse to accept rural location postings. The 
rural people have to come to cities and many atimes, diseases that can be cured are left un 
addressed, leaving many dead. 

Urbanization is also linked with poverty alleviation. If we do not find the answer to slums, 
many people will continue to live in unhygienic conditions. Crime and anti-social elements 
are also related to poor upbringing. A society gets a criminal it deserves, is a powerful tenet 
of law books. 

Though the State runs various schemes of poverty eradication, with high food inflation, the 
very definition of poverty keeps changing. Undoubtedly, the standard of living but poverty 
eradication remains a distant dream. 

Climate change is also known to be a cause of concern for the poor. They are the most 
severely hit in instances of natural disaster and calamity. Food unavailability and resource 
crunch finds their first victim in the poor. 

Poverty does not only weakens the bodily strength, it breaks the person from inside as well. 
Agyey a famous Hindi novelist, in his book Shekhar, once wrote, ‖yaatna vyakti ko drashta 
bana deti hai‖ (torture, makes a person an observer). Poverty can be said to be a torture as to 
come out of it one needs resources, atleast bodily strength and opportunity to work. Both are 
lost with time. The foot soldiers on the street of Kolkata running with rikshaws are live 
example to what a hungry stomach can lead to. And the passengers are live example of how, 
inhumane treatment of fellow humans is accepted as norm in our society. 

Gender Equality:  

Having talked about Climate Change and poverty, we now come the a third segment of the 
present essay – Gender equality. 
Any debate on Gender equality is many atimes seen as female rights debate. Which will be 
wrong to start with. Gender equality has a larger canvas. This canvas has the colours of 
LGBT, women and men. Should people be discriminated on the basis of their gender? 
Identity starts with gender. Should the start itself be discriminatory? And should the gender 
be the reason for not even allowing the start (foeticide)? 

The recent movements for LGBT rights and protests against Section 377 of the IPC and on 
constitunionalizing of ―unnatural sex‖ of Supreme Court‘s view that there should be 
honorarium for house wives or falling female-male ration all are question on gender equity. 

Gender has been a crucial decider of the kind of life one will live while the person is alive. 
Throughout history, women had to live in silence and courtrooms were for men. Though 
there are instances of female voices getting louder in big gatherings of men, whether that be 
a disrobed Draupadi or an aggrieved Kanaggi whether those be the question of Maitri or 
Gargi or whether that be a Rani Laxmi Bai, women have their protagonists in many such 
figure – mythical and real. But ours is a patriarchal society. Women rights are very late in 



Insights Essays Compilation - 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                                INSIGHTS Page 47 
 

their coming and the fact the women suffrage movement was started in the developed 
world, highlights that women subjugation is not a local issue. Just like Climate Change or 
poverty. 

Gandhiji believed that the degree of civilization of any society can be measured by the way 
it treats its animals. And yet a question arises, what will we say about a country in which a 
young student is raped in a moving bus and thrown out on the street to later die in a foreign 
land? What will we say about a society, where a Malala lives with a bullet mark on her 
forehead for having raised voice for women education? What will we say about a society, 
where the way one has sex is decided by the judiciary and by its verdicts a section of our 
society are left virtually as stateless citizens? What can be said about a society where 50% of 
the population has little voice and questions of 33% of women reservation in Parliament are 
snowballed by men? 

Also, it is pertinent to note here, that men are not always the reason behind such inequal 
treatments. Many atimes, they can be victims as well. Strict laws and the fact that they are 
men, leaves them with little safeguard at times. This can be an irony but to leave this aspect 
while pondering on gender equity, will leave us with half truth. 

Education is a big enabler. An educated women can educate a family, is an African proverb. 
And how true it is indeed! An educated woman can understand the importance of hygiene 
and good nutrition also of education. She can stand against exploitation and be independent 
if she wants to. She can work. And this brings us to sexual violence at workplace. 
Discrimination in promotions and prejudiced mindsets like women being less talented than 
men can go only through active women participation. Emancipation is rarely given; it has to 
be cultured and nurtured trough active movements. 

 

Essay2: 

When we think about the major problems that the world is facing today and about making it 
a better place, we can't miss the discussion on the topics of Green Growth, Poverty and 
Gender Equality. 

What is growth? In the context of development, it means the increase in the quality of life of 
the people. But this growth shouldn't come at the cost of nature or other organisms that exist 
on the earth. Hence, the concept of 'Green Growth' is born. Since the industrial revolution, 
the society has been developing at a rapid pace. But this quest for rapid growth has led to 
the over exploitation of natural resources. The effects of disregarding the nature are 
becoming visible. The latest report of the Inter Governmental Panel on Climate Change has 
warned about the serious repercussions of climate change if we don't move towards 
sustainable development. 

It has been argued at various international forums about whose responsibility it is to do so. 
But it is not a question of whether it is the duty of the developed or developing nations to 
shift to eco-friendly practices, unless everyone plays their role, we won't be able to achieve 
the objective. Disregarding nature has led to various calamities like floods, the most recent 
being in Uttarakhand and other disasters like droughts, extinction of various species, 
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pollution, global warming etc. If we move towards green growth then not only the future 
generations but we will also benefit. 

The governments have to play their role by taking effective measures to ensure environment 
friendly practices and make the best use of the latest technology to cut down on the 
exploitative practices. This will not only make our environment better but also improve the 
quality of life of people. An example of this is the promotion of public transport system 
which helps people to reach their destinations in an economic way while keeping the 
emission levels under control. But it is not only the government who has to change but each 
of us can bring a huge change. The simplest example is that by using cloth or jute bags 
instead of polythene bags we can help in preventing pollution of river waters which 
ultimately leads to shortage of portable water. Hence we would be taking care of ourselves 
in the long run. 

The second issue is of poverty or lack of inclusive growth. The Gini coefficient, which 
measures the inequality among values of a frequency distribution, has been on the rise for 
income levels. This means that there is a big disparity in the income levels of the people all 
over the world. This points to the stark reality that although we are developing as a whole 
but there is a large section of society which is not even able to fulfil the basic necessities of 
life. 

There are a lot of reasons for the growing poverty. Some of them are increasing population, 
lack of jobs, increasing prices etc. If we carefully analyse then we will see that poverty is a 
vicious circle. The poor families try to have a lot of children in order to get more helping 
hands but which eventually lead to more mouths to be fed. They don't get facilities like 
education, healthcare. Due to this it is hard for them to come out of poverty and in effect one 
poor couple creates a lot of poor children who would go on to become poor adults. 

 These are the people who have to resort to practices like begging and doing unhygienic jobs 
like manual scavenging due to lack of proper skills to find a meaningful job. In extreme 
cases, they find solace in criminal activities. So, in effect poverty is the reason for a lot of 
other problems as well. 

The solution to this lies in looking for long term solutions rather than short term populist 
measures. Like it is said that, 'If you give a fish to a person, you give him food for a day but 
if you teach him how to fish then you give him food for the entire lifetime'. Hence instead of 
giving subsidies our focus should be more on imparting skills and education to the people 
along with a healthy environment so that they are able to fetch for themselves. It has been 
observed that in spite of implementing so many pro-poor policies, the rich are becoming 
richer and the poor remain as they were if not worse. The reason is the short sightedness 
and the inability to analyse the ground level effect of the policies.  

We need to imbibe the concept of inclusive innovation to promote low cost innovations 
which help the poor. India, in particular has a lot of potential in this area as is seen by the 
number of new inventions made by people of villages related to their day to day lives in 
order to improve them. An example is the zero emission high efficiency cook stove which is 
not only economical but also less polluting and hence better for the health of the person who 
is cooking. 
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The third problem which also has it roots in the inclusive growth agenda is of gender 
inequality. The problem of gender inequality arises from the biological difference between a 
man and a woman. Due to the existence of a patriarchal society, women are considered 
inferior and supposed to look after the household chores. They are not given an 
independent say even in the matters which are directly related to their lives. For instance, in 
certain villages women have to take the permission of their husbands to visit a doctor and 
they don't even have a say in their marriages. 

But gradually this notion is changing and there are women empowerment drives all over the 
world. It has been proven that women are in no way inferior to men and are even better in 
certain spheres. Despite this we are still far away from creating an environment where 
women enjoy equal rights as men. Women have started focussing on their careers but they 
are also expected to do the household work and look after the children due to which a lot of 
women have to quit their jobs in the middle, a concept termed as 'leaking pipeline' or 'glass 
ceiling effect'. Even the work environment doesn't support them in terms of privacy and 
safety and they are not able to work in offices during late hours. The sex ratio is abysmal 
even in the states which have shown high economic growth. Women can't compete with 
men unless an atmosphere is created where they get the freedom to live upto their potential. 

We need to create a secure environment for women so that they can go out of their houses 
even at night. The Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill 2013 is a progressive step in this 
direction given the increasing occurrences of rapes and sex related crimes. But the important 
thing is that it is implemented properly and doesn't remain a dead letter. Even the 
representation of women in the legislature is very low despite the increasing percentage of 
women voters. This can change only when the political parties which are also male 
dominant realise the importance of having women candidates in order to address the needs 
of women. The change has to start from the grass root level of our primary institution that is 
the family where the attitude has to change to give equal status to the girl child as the boy. 

All the above issues of green growth, poverty and gender equality are not isolated but are 
connected to each other. When one section of society starts growing at the expense of 
another it leads to poverty and when we are not concerned about our fellow human beings 
then how can we care for nature and other organisms. Poverty in turn leads to deteriorating 
condition of women as poor families are less likely to send the girl children to schools and 
make them do household chores which are an impediment to their development. Hence it is 
required that we look for integrated solutions to these issues.  

The people who are better off have the responsibility to take care of others as well as the 
nature. The developed nations should lead the change and the developing nations should 
also play their part. Improving the status of women is the need of the hour as an educated 
mother ensures the education of her children and also is more aware about her own rights. 
People are not poor because of lack of resources but because of inequitable distribution. 
Mahatma Gandhi had summed it up in one line - 

'The world has enough for everyone's need but not enough for even a single man's greed' 
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Insights Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – Week Five (4th May 2014) 

Topic: ―Poverty is the worst form of violence‖ – Mahatma Gandhiji 

 

Essay: 

Violence is any form of intentional action taken towards anyone, which results in injury, 
harm or other kinds of deprivation to the latter. Although, every form of violence brings 
pain, insult or difficulty to an individual, but poverty is the worst form of the same. It is 
repeated, merciless, multi-faceted, and has diversified sources. A non poor person may well 
revive of the violence. His wounds heal easily as compared to a poor. But a poor is attacked 
from various sides and even nature releases wrath on him. His being a poor only is a 
violence for him. 

Poverty can be defined as basic deprivation of a person, which disables him access to food, 
drinking water, health, safety, shelter, clothing, and other basic amenities. Poor has to suffer 
all forms of violence , be it , physical or non physical, psychological or mental. His rights are 
a mere joke on him, as they are rarely enforced or protected. He has to suffer violence in 
different aspects of his life and survival. These include various spheres- economic, health, 
education, livelihood, social, political, administrative, legal, natural disasters, international. 

Economic poverty 
It deprives a poor from all basic necessities like food, drinking water, shelter, clothes, 
sanitation, education, health, transport etc. India has around 25% population below the 
poverty line. Food insecurity is rampant and still a large number of people survive on one 
meal per day. 40% of the children are malnourished. A famine releases its wrath on this 
segment of the population only. They generally live ‗hand to mouth‘ and survive on the 
edge of hunger. Other aspects mentioned above arise from this basic economic deprivation 
only. 
 
Taking the first aspect of Health 
 It includes food, drinking water and sanitation too. A poor person is most prone to diseases. 
This is a result of unhealthy food and water available to him, especially in the cities. In rural 
areas too, their traditional sources have been polluted. Unhygienic sanitation, a compulsion 
to them, leads to various other diseases. According to a survey, still 56% of India‘s 
population thrives on open defecation. Almost every poor is included in this share.  
Further, due to this, they fall sick repeatedly. Then comes next issue of access to health 
facilities. Lack of public facilities and costly health treatment in private sector, ensures that 
he remains outside the purview of ‗Right to health‘. Also the basic drugs have become 
expensive owing to collusion of various forces. The doctors, nurses and other hospital staff 
also treats a poor person with apathy, as revealed in most cases, especially in urban areas. 
 
Effect is Education 
Education leads a person to dignity, self respect, knowledge, livelihood and prosperity. 
Being a poor, also comes as a violence in this form. A poor is unable to send his ward to 
schools. One reason is economic and other is need for help from children in their households 
and livelihoods. Seen in most cases, large number of children drop out from schools at 
primary or elementary level only.  
Lack of education reflects in other violence or abuses against him too. He is unable to reap 
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benefits of government schemes. He fails to get his rights protected. He is harassed by the 
rich and powerful. He falls in the trap of money-lenders. Even shopkeepers/ dealers loot 
him owing to his illiteracy. Administrative and Legal dimensions shall be covered later, 
although they also rise from this deprivation. 
 
Issue of livelihood 
A poor owing to his limited power and innate deprivation and dependency on livelihood, 
lacks to urge to resist to inhuman or wrong treatment meted to him. Poor working 
conditions, low salaries and wages, long working hours are some common things which are 
associated with a poor‘s employment. The casual labour allows the employer to fix his own 
terms and also remove the person on his wish. Child labour and forces labour have still not 
been eradicated from the country. Even Manual Scavenging continues.  
Poor children, fall in the trap of employers and work as domestic maids for low wages and 
long working hours. Even other forms of abuse life trafficking of women, prostitution and 
sexual assaults follow from it. Powerful are easily able to escape the law, after committing 
such crimes against poor, due to latter‘s weakness and inability to fight for their rights. Also 
their voices are not heard by society and administration. 

Fourthly, social violence is to be taken by the poor. He is viewed with apathy, disrespect, 
hostility, pity and charity. He fails to lead a life of dignity. Social boycotts and isolation is 
frequent for him and his children. Generally it is seen, parents of rich often restrict their 
wards to befriend children of poor and stop them from playing with them, if they do so. 
Society as whole hesitates to engage with these people. In a festival like Holi, no one likes to 
share their happiness with poor community and colour their faces too. A poor has to live 
with a downtrodden status.  
A road argument between a rich and a poor always results in the defeat of the latter. Even if 
the former is at fault, he shall not ask for apology and later has to compensate for it. But if 
the same scenario occurs with another dignified personality, he would not hesitate to ask 
pardon. He feels cheated and unwanted in various walks of life, be it education, 
employment, friendship, relationship, marriage etc. 

After this comes the state deprivation. It includes all the political, administrative and legal 
apathy towards a poor. Although poor are an important vote banks for the politicians, but 
they remain important only in the election year. Although much is done by the government, 
various schemes, programmes, rules, subsidies etc are given but still a politician remains 
inaccessible to his constituency‘s poor. A poor cannot walk to his MP/MLA and ensure the 
work done. Politicians feel the freebies, given once in 5years is sufficient to gain their trusts 
and so is the case. Poor people‘s land is treacherously transferred and sold to big companies. 
Tribals are pushed off their traditional forests. Their resettlement, rehabilitation finds much 
less importance, once the work is completed. Large tracts of people are estranged from their 
hutments and their homes are demolished by bulldozers. They are left to wonder. Politics is 
played over humanity and there is no follow up of the tall promises made in the election 
manifestoes.  
Similarly, administrators who are considered to be public servants, rarely remain so. On the 
other hand, they are the ones, who are seen to be imposing most harsh treatment on the 
poor.  

Case of police 
 They have maintained their British legacies of atrocities . They regularly target the poor for 
money and if refused, impose heavy punishment on him. Street Vendors, Rickshaw drivers, 
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tea stalls, beggars etc, all have to bear this brunt by their public servants.  
Administrators like patwaries, district officials, fair price shop owners, corporation workers 
etc all are included in this violence. Patwaries are often found colluding with rich person, in 
offering him his services. Poor‘s marginal land is transferred and he is left to wonder. 
District officials take regular bribe for petty jobs like ration card, birth certificate, death 
certificate, etc. Public Distribution System has failed to ensure food security, because one 
prominent reason is leakages by public officials. Food seldom reaches the poor. Other rights 
of poor are also neglected. Corruption comes as a violence to poor. 

Legal dimension also needs a mention here. Although Judiciary has an image of protector of 
poor and given landmark judgments like bringing PIL‘s or starting Mid Day meals etc. But 
still, a poor if wants to enforce his rights, is unable to do so owing to his lack of legal 
knowledge and inaccessibility of lawyers. The languid and lackadaisical judicial system 
often breaks the back a prosperous citizen, then what to say about a poor. Despite the 
fundamental right given to every citizen to seek remedies from court, a poor either does not 
know his right or is unable to apply for it or is not heard owing to large number of cases. 

Then comes the wrath of disasters. In cases of disasters, both human and natural, it is the 
poor which gets pressed under the force. Be it the case of droughts or cyclones or 
earthquakes. It is the poor, who loses his unrecoverable shelter and employment. Despite 
relief from authorities, he is left with limited resources and forced to migrate under distress. 
Many people are left homeless, stranded, without food and water, and left to wonder and 
die. Lack of relief further accentuates their woes. 
Even in case of human disasters like Industrial accidents or Construction failures. The poor 
is the worst affected and loses the most. Large casualties and fatalities occur due to these 
accidents. Casual Labour working at site, or workers in factories and their families in the 
vicinity, are the most vulnerable and often have to sacrifice their lives in such scenario. 
Instances such as Bhopal Gas Tragedy or recent failure of a large building in Mumbai can be 
quoted.  
The diseases and epidemics also affect to poor worst. In the event of famines, malaria, and 
other communicable diseases, they remain most vulnerable to be effected by it. 

International dimension 
 Prosperous countries often exploit and neglect the poor countries. Poverty is one of the 
reasons for propelling of colonialism and imperialism. Poor countries are often not heard 
when important international commitments are finalised. Decisions are taken to their 
disadvantage. Although much has changed in recent decades, when bodies like UN, WHO, 
UNICEF and concepts like Human Development, Millennium Development Goals have 
come, but still it is found that poor countries have to often face exploitation. Climate Change 
is one such example. It is bound to affect the poor countries, the most. Rich countries have 
reaped the luxuries of industrialisation, and continue to do so, without any thought for these 
countries. 

Therefore, it can be seen that poverty leads to various forms of violence at various levels and 
different degrees. Every walk of their life is affected by poverty. They face violence in 
different forms from different people throughout their existence. They suffer from 
indifference such as physical, social, educational, health, livelihood, politico-administrative, 
legal and international, as mentioned above. This violence gives scars their lives. A poor 
person fails to live with dignity and feel the power of rights. Thus it can be concluded that 
Poverty is the worst from of violence that needs to be eliminated from this world. 
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Insights Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – Week Six (11th May 2014) 

Topic: ―Age considers; youth ventures‖ – Rabindranath Tagore 

 

Essay: 

The journey of life is fascinating. Its like a river that keeps changing and meandering its very 
flow but yet so constant in its ability to maintain itself. Such is life and its various courses. 

For me it certainly resembles a river. Full of energy when young. Ferocious and energetic. 
Defining its own path and taking everything that comes in its path along for a ride. Not 
bowing down to the topography of its surrounding. Rather, shaping it. The energy, so 
infectious that everyone is awe struck. The gullies, the fountains, the gorges, high velocity 
and enjoyment of its natural course are its characteristics. 

And as it becomes old, it adapts to its surroundings. Using its wisdom and learning through 
ages and experience of its long walk, in the lap of nature, it adjusts to its surrounding. 
People increasing begin to rely on it for their daily needs. The flood plains help feed people 
while its calmness helps navigation. 

Such is life defined by youth and age. Youth is the defining period of life, The course of life 
and the way it shapes the future of an individual and his/her surroundings. Their 
restlessness, spontaneity and insatiable appetite to learn are so infectious that everyone 
around rejoices the charms of it. 

Youth enjoys every moment of life.Whether it be Jumping off roofs while playing or making 
boats in the rain and watching them sail in the narrow gullies, enjoying every moment of 
first love and the repentance of failing in it; everything about youth is amazing. It loves 
everything and wants to venture into every lane of life, that is the bloodstream of youth. 

It shapes everything along with itself. The joy of the parents when a child enters their life, 
when it first walks, when he/she receives the degree in college and the joy of the family 
during marriage ceremony are everlasting. This is the power of the youth, affecting 
everything and everyone around. 

It is also a period of intense thinking. Brain works at its optimal level and great innovations 
happen. It is not surprising then that most Nobel winning works have generally been done 
by scientists in their youth. Many a scientific discoveries have taken place during this 
venturing phase of life. Whether it be Ramanujan or Archimedes or Einstein, the best 
innovations took place in their youth. 

Youth is also an asset for a nation. The energy of the youth can catapult nation to a wholly 
different plane. It is this force that boost the GDP of Asian nations in the 1970s. Recognition 
of the same force projects a bright outlook for our nation in decades to come. 

But this venturing ability of the youth has to guided with patience and perfection; just like a 
potter moulds his pot. Youth is vulnerable. It is easily influenced by the surroundings and 
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what was once an asset may turn into a liability. Even slightest imperfections have to 
removed so that a perfect vessel is created that can hold the nectar for societal well being. 

Elders play a great role in shaping the youth. Age brings experience and this experience is 
their lighthouse. They set examples for the youth to follow. While a child who is trained to 
steal is more likely to become a robber when he grows, a child who is trained to study well 
and work hard to earn his living is more likely to act accordingly. Though other factors may 
be at play, this is one of the reason why children in several African nations are dragged into 
terrorism, but not in our nation where they are taught about non - violence 

In the absence of proper guidance the youth may venture into the wrong road. Bad 
company leads to bad growth. What a child sees is what it learns. But this is the unique 
venturing nature of the youth. It is instinctive. This is the reason why more than them the 
increasing crime among young in any nation is reflective of the national environment. Don't 
we accuse parents of poor guidance even when children indulge into petty crimes like 
cheating or stealing or lying? And didnt we question the morals of our society during 
Nirbhaya gang rape? But this is the nature of youth - it ventures and reflects the society at 
large. 

Great teachers, impressive leaders and elders at home are the role models of the young. 
They want to be seen as an image of their role models. Who didnt want to be a superman or 
Shaktiman in his childhood? Almost everyone. We look at our parents and want to follow 
their footsteps. I used to follow the actions of my elder brother and was generally called his 
secretary in childhood. But today I am self dependent and can my own shots. 

This also shows that somewhere youth may be characterized by improving judgement. 
Experience helps us develop our own understanding of our society and slowly we develop a 
solid ethical and moral base. 

The same youth that was once characterstic of being a follower turns into a dynamic leader. 
With experience it becomes hardened like a pot in the sun. Students who sat beside Gandhi 
never knew that one day the simple man would became the man to take down the mighty 
British Empire. He used his experience and understanding of the powers of the society and 
moulded the energy of the youth into active resistance that ultimately led us to freedom. 

It is these small things that, over time, helps us develop. We strengthen our morals and 
contribute back to the society. We reason and analyze our surroundings. We become risk 
averse in the old age 
but probably that is because of our own learnings over time. We consider every facet and 
calculate our risk returns more judiciously. 

Experience is values immensely since time immemorial. Leaders of tribes were almost 
always the oldest people of the tribe. This was because of their ability to sense the flow of 
nature and their experience which taught them how to battle with forces intrinsic and 
extrinsic to nature. 

But as time passed on and human beings started to understand nature in a better way, their 
traditional roles have been taken by technology. This is one of the reasons why the 
traditional family systems are breaking down. But this has created several issues that were 
earlier ignored. 
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Today, the coexistence of the young and the old is being studied like never before. As the 
traditional system of family broke, social fabric and morals have continuously degraded. 
Due to lack of proper guidance the energy of many youth is being wasted in harmful 
activities like crime and drugs. Increased stress has led to psychological pressure and 
diseases. There is an increased realization all over the world that social structures need to be 
rebuilt. 

Old age homes where old people provide guidance to young is now a common sight in 
Germany. Retired executives provide active guidance to decision makers in the government. 
Even the ex CEOs and chairpersons like Ratan Tata have taken roles as mentors. There 
judgement is being valued even more as they age. While majority of innovations are done by 
young, experience still holds a key criterion while promoting people. This is because the 
experienced are the ones who are very effective during any crisis. Even in armies, it is the 
youth that fight the war but the decisions are taken by those who have witnessed wars. 

Just like the river follows a natural life cycle transitioning from its youth to old, human 
beings also transition through various phases of life. At each phase we learn and teach. 
People around us benefit in immense ways. 

To summarize the essence of life these lines come to my mind 

When you're young, you say what you feel 
When you're adult, you speak what you think 
When you grow old, you listen to what nature says. 

 

Essay2: 

Youth is endowed with lot of energy & aspirations. It has more to gain than to loose in most 
of its endeavour. One is raw & more inclined to act than to ponder upon various 
consequences of his/her actions. This characteristic attitude of youth owes its origin in need 
of survival , which has been by now hard wired in its genes through the process of 
evolution.  

This is the phase in development of human behaviour where an individual is more than 
often indulge in learning by doing. For example taking a leap of faith & start believing that 
one could be a rockstar,international cricketer, etc. . What one is actually doing is hypothesis 
testing.  
On the contrary as one grows old, one have had already indulged in such endeavours for 
long enough to understand oneself. One has already made some core rigid belief about who 
one is. So, by now the incentive to venture indiscriminately compared to earlier phase has 
been greatly reduced. One has become used to some set pattern of living. Digressing from 
which will need lot of effort for which our evolutionary process usually denies us the 
permission. 
But is there a purpose which behind more of considering than venturing at ripe age? The 
answer is in affirmative. 

 As an individual grows old he gathers lot of experience in the process. His strenth & mental 
competence declines. He starts saving his energy either consciously or otherwise. 
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Considering is definetly a cheaper option as compared to venturing. One ventures only 
when overall gain is certainly higher than effort spent.  
But as true with most generalisations, this proposition also falters at times & situations. Here 
we must make no mistake in believing that chronological age is one which we are referring 
to. Rather old age has been essentially characterised by a certain level of maturity, 
knowledge , integration of thought process & so on. Maturity is very individual issue & can 
come at different chronological age for different person. 

 
How does it affecte eryone's life? Indian cricket team maintains a healthy mix of youngsters 
& experienced players. Youth embues he team with energy & experience tells where to stop. 
Most of inventors & entrepeneurs produced there best in early 20s or 30s. Whereas most of 
the literary masterpieces were produced in there late 40s 0r 50s. Most politicians at the peak 
in there 50s & 60s. 

 
Possibility Mahabharata's occourence could have been reduced if decision making power 
were in hands of elders rather than youngsters . World wars would have been averted if not 
only for immature materialistic desire of human race which reflects that our society had't 
come of age & we're behaving in more of a childish fashion rather than in matured & 
responsible way. 
It will be a service to humanity if we can keep our spirits high as in youth & minds cool 
enough as in senility. 

Insights Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – Week Seven (18th May 2014) 

Topic: The Role of Science in Public Policy – The Indian Context 

 

Essay: 

Suppose there was a time machine and you were to move 10000 of years back in time. Man 
still is a wanderer hunter. He eats whatever he finds. Settled life is still not a part of his ways 
of living. One day one of these 'Darwinian adaptable' minds sees a seed germinating and 
curiosity leads him to find the mystery of agriculture. Some of these Darwinian men also 
saw sense in organizing themselves into herds and hunting like lions. But their skills and 
weapons were still primordial.  

They sit together and analyze and ideas on optimal utilization of resources emerge. Soon a 
leader is chosen whose job is to ensure coordination, resource allocation and monitoring. 
Strong will go and hunt and the weak would develop some or the other skill or perish. Each 
step he took was a learning process. He learned equally from nature as well his own 
mistakes and successes. Science had taken firm roots into governance and was here to stay. 

Science is the systematic collection and analysis of data. This data can be anything from the 
simple looking movement of ants to the complex rockets and satellites launched into outer 
space. It is this science backed by reason and analysis that has helped man in his quest to 
understand, rationalize and simplify things. As man was able to have more control over his 
life and shield himself more from the vagaries of the nature, he could focus more on 
observing and learning. He learnt various things.  
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Various sciences developed over time. Astronomy, Medicinal science, Engineering, Social 
Sciences, the art of developing a script and hence writing, managing businesses, running 
government with the help of various institutions like bureaucracy, military and elections etc. 
Today all governments formulate policies on all of these spheres and in turn use them to 
make policies effective. 

Science and public policy are intertwined. Although both facilitate the growth of the other, it 
is the former which is a keystone for the latter, Without science public policy would be as if 
a man who has never been out of the safe walls of his house were to be left alone in the Thar 
desert and asked to come back home safely!! It may look like an exaggeration but this is not 
be very far from reality. To put it in perspective, take the case of a pride of lion chasing a 
herd of cattle. Even if in thousands, a small number of lionesses can hunt a few cattle out of 
these thousands. And why is it so? The lionesses know how to organize themselves but the 
cattle don't. The same is true with public science. The more scientifically designed the policy 
is, the better it is to withstand the challenges that rise before it. 

Creating a policy is no easy task. Especially for a nation that has such a vast size as to be 
called a sub-continent. A nation whose history has been a history of diversity. A nation 
which has a birthplace of a number of religions and assimilated all those religions that had 
anything meaningful to offer. A nation that believes that religion and nation can not be 
separated but have to work together for the benefit of all. A nation that is also a land of 
ironies - messages of non violence and communalism have flourished side by side, higher 
education for girls and yet a higher crime against them too, a nation that lives in its villages 
and yet has neglected them, a nation that believes in universal brotherhood and still is 
bathed in divisions based on caste, class and religion. This is our nation - India; and for all its 
diversities to be protected and contradictions to be solved, rational and scientific public 
policies are a must. 

Public policy is a way to address the various problems that are present in the society, in a 
rational, scientific and public centered way, keeping in view the end results of the actions 
taken. Clearly, the aim is to solve or simplify a problem. This can be done in two ways. 
Taking an action and then leaving the rest to the almighty. In the current situation of vast 
nation states with responsible governance this is certainly not acceptable. The other way is 
to understand and articulate the problem, analyze and research the various scenarios that 
could emerge, with active involvement of the stakeholders at all levels and then 
implementing, monitoring and correcting it, whenever need be. This is the scientific way. 
Clearly of the two the second is not only more desirable but experience and even basic 
understanding tells us is the better option. 

For example take the case of the recent Uttarakhand disaster that took place due to flash 
floods. While clearly the nature was not just to  
the people who lost their lives or those who lost their relatives, the government was not able 
to fulfill its role too. The lack of a coherent and scientific public policy on ecological 
sustainability of the region led to massive deforestation, building of dams, increased tourism 
etc. On top of these there was a lack of quick and adequate response from the NDRF, mostly 
because the IT and coordination policies are not adequately designed. This was the prime 
reason why many who could have been saved lost their near and dear ones. 

On the other hand, the effect of science backed public policy was clearly visible when 
Phailin hit the Eastern coast of India. The scale of the cyclone was enormous. But the state 
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administration had adequate scientific proof about the time and place where the cyclone 
was about to hit. This was resonated by an effective disaster management team, a sound 
public awareness campaign, effective transportation. The result being it called as one of the 
most successful disaster management in the history of India. 

IT A CASE STUDY 
To understand the complexity of the current world and the need for an effective scientific 
policy, the much cliched synonym of science - IT, provides a fertile ground. It is true that we 
live in the age, the contours of which are is defined by information technology. IT has made 
our life so dependent on it that it is hard to imagine that one can live a day without it. Ask a 
netizen and he would tell how hard life is without 'Googling' . Ask a youngster and he 
would talk about the irresistible urge to log in on facebook just to update his status! 

Even for public policy making governments are increasing using the platforms provided by 
IT and the multiple benefits (real time access, transparency, audit trail etc) it provides. IT has 
today become a synonym of good governance. The Indian government has for long been 
worried of the widespread corruption that has grown like a cancer in the society. Red tapism 
and nepotism has become the ulcer of governance.  

The government on its part has come up with an IT backed project Direct Benefit Transfer, to 
fight this menace and at the same time for effective and accountable transfer of funds to the 
grass root level. Today the emphasis for good governance is through e governance. Whether 
it is the policy to improve agricultural productivity (agricultural channels, SMS service for 
information etc) or industrial accounting (MCA21) or e schools programs IT forms their 
backbone. 

But this is not just true for IT, science of all colours are important. Take for example 
agriculture. Suppose you were to again take that time machine to the 1950s, sit at a chaupal 
and listen to the conversations of the people. The biggest worry would have invariably been 
that of food security. A person talking about a bad monsoon would probably be looked at 
with anger. But today we have managed to come a long way from being dependent on 
foreign nations for our food security to exporting it to the needy nations. All the hue and cry 
of an El Nino has hardly any effect on the urban youth. 

But how has the situation changed so dramatically? It was only possible because our 
government analyzed the ways to increase the production of food grains from a scientific 
mindset and then designed a public policy that was visionary. The food security of the 
nation was ensured through Green Revolution. The effective utilization of PDS and mass 
storage of food by FDI has led to adequate supply of grains even in worst of calamities 
preventing any chance of famines. 

But this food security led to other problems, that of regional inequality and environmental 
sustainability of the project. This shows how important it is to look at public policies from all 
angles including those that may initially look irrelevant. Various sciences have to come 
together in a coherent manner to ensure that public policies are sound and can stand the test 
of time. 

This example is especially significant. This shows how the diversity of our nation can make 
it complex to set up a policy. A policy that may work for any other nation in the world, may 
not in our nation. Our diversity calls for special analysis. Our policies need to be centered 
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around these studies. A policy that may be well spirited may end up in creating several 
social problems. A policy may well lay the foundations of a strong economic growth but 
what use it may be if environmental impact is not taken into account. Thus for effective 
policy making, science has to be the lighthouse of the ever sailing ship of governance. 

Would it be possible to ensure the sustainability of Western Ghats without the use of 
satellites to map the land use patterns? Would it be possible to manage imports and exports 
effectively without real time data of food crops produced? Would it be possible to deliver 
good farm gate prices to the farmers if technology does not provide them access to market 
prices? Would it be possible to create a budget for the nation without economics? The list 
would probably complete a book and yet there is not a single aspect of governance that can 
be facilitated without the use of some science or the other. In fact today a single science may 
not even suffice as is clear from the example of the Green Revolution. 

Science is a facilitator. It is a source that enables inventions that simplify our life. Public 
policy is one such sphere that has come into existence due to science. This is the reason it is 
not possible to understand the art of public policy making without understanding the 
various sciences that facilitate it. 

 Whether it be the Ashokan empire of the medival period or the British Empire of the 
modern times, the high correlation between science and public policy making took these 
empires to the heights that made others jealous. But the most important example of the 
contemporary world where science has most effectively met public policy is that of USA. No 
other nation has achieved it to the extent that US has. All of it began with the Declaration of 
independence that made it a federal nation with a democratic governance with a set of rights 
granted in the constitution. This ensemble of political science and governance was 
magnificent and what results it has achieved!! 

Our own experience suggests that for effective governance various sciences need to 
collaborate to provide effective and efficient public policies that fulfill the needs of the 
society and is inclusive too. The government must also look at science as an important 
element of policy making. 

Essay2: 

Introduction: 
> What is science ? 
Science is collaboration of many fields like physics, chemistry, biology etc. It also includes 
emerging sciences like Biotechnology, space science etc. 
>> How do science help in framing public policy ? 
It is the public policy which affects directly the lives of millions of people. Giving scientific 
inputs in public policy will enhance the lives of people. 

Body: 

> propounding science and technology as a panacea for existing problems by Nehru. 
> Generalists have a more say in framing public policy related to science.....is it right ? 
should scientific personnel be given more preference than generalists.......if so why ? what r 
the implications ? ............. 
> Revamping of the existing scientific framework and de bureaucratisation of scientific 
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institutions 
> Environmental challenges relating to some developmental projects like "vedenta " in 
odisha ( related to mining in tribal areas ).........is it fair to disturb the ecology?............ 
> Flawed inputs taken into public policy in some cases like western Ghats i.e. not 
considering the Madhav Gadgil report........ 
> present system of relying more on conventional sources ( fossil fuels ) as a primary source 
of energy.......concerns expressed by scientific think tank.....what are the initiatives taken by 
govt to increase the renewable sources of energy ?............. 
> Alternative source of energy in the form of nuclear energy and its implications.......is it safe 
to run.......? views expressed by experts regarding the efficacy n safety of nuclear 
technology....... 
> what are the policy decisions taken to contain climate change adversities.........Kyoto 
protocol........... 
> debate on the use of GM crops...........inputs from the scientific community regarding the 
usage and more number of clinical trails..... 

 

 

Conclusion: 

> How the existing policy think tank must be overhauled to increase the bong between 
science and public policy ? 
> Increasing the coordination between public policy think tank and scientific community to 
make sound scientific polices...... 
> Merging of scientific departments whose functions overlap so as to save time and money 
and do away with red tape.......... 
> Generalists should think some out of the box solutions regarding the implementation of 
scientific policies.......capacity building of generalists over scientific issues 

 

 

 

 

 

Insights Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – Week Eight (25th May 2014) 

Topic: Crony Capitalism – A Threat to Democracy 

Essay: 

Crony capitalism is an economic system is an economic system in which the businesses gain 
benefits through their political connections. Politicians in turn get their work done by 
business community. The work may relate to the flow of large amount of capital to sustain 
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the liquidity crunches of the respective nations, setting up of large scale industries in which 
govt cannot invest or it may relate to the development of infrastructural facilities for the 
access of common people. 

 
In fact, crony capitalism emerged from the so called capitalism. While capitalism produces 
some economic activity, crony capitalism stagnates the economic production in the sense 
that the businesses are busy to lobby the govt to get the desired projects or tenders. This 
tendency of lobbying some businesses may provoke the remaining sections of business 
community to enter into lobbying, who otherwise has no intention to lobby, there by 
stagnating the economic production which shifts the focus from production oriented 
capitalism to lobby oriented cronyism. 

 
Before further proceeding to the components of crony capitalism, first let us discuss the 
evolution of capitalism and how it turned into crony capitalism. The emergence of 
capitalism can be traced back to the so called " Industrial Revolution ". This industrial 
revolution created some section of capitalists who entered into the economy of Europe by 
producing goods. Later on, they captured the means of production and distribution of 
goods, which came to be known as the alternative power of production i.e., Market. 
However, with the emergence of democracies in US, French, Britain, India etc., the 
capitalism turned into crony capitalism in the sense that the businesses in a bid to capture 
the whole market, lobbied the govts for their own benefits. This resulted into the blockade of 
economic activity there by increasing the scarcity of goods, further increasing the existing 
inequality among people. 

 
Now let us turn to the components of crony capitalism i.e., what are the ways in which 
cronyism can be spread. They include rent seeking, regulatory capture and interest group 
politics. 
Rent seeking means spending wealth on lobbying political establishments to further the 
existing wealth. The businesses in a bid further their interests rent seek the govts through 
their political connections. For example, a business firm which lobbies for the development 
of infrastructural facilities like roads, earn further profits by levying toll taxes. The govt at 
the helm earns the revenue through lobbying. In fact, lobbying is legal in the advanced 
western countries. 
Regulatory capture means capturing of regulatory bodies by vested groups to turn their 
course. many govts around the world established regulatory bodies to monitor the activities 
of market. But the staff of regulatory bodies being generalists , the vested groups in the 
respective industries or fields where there is regulation captures the regulatory bodies by 
giving false data to them, there by paving way for the vested groups to further their 
interests. 

 
Interest group politics means the framing of govt polices according to the whims and fancies 
of these interest groups or pressure groups. In a democracy, there bound to emerge pressure 
groups over a period of time, as democracy meant mandate of majority. Hence, while 
framing policies govt is definitely influenced by these interest groups. 
In addition to the above mentioned flaws in a democracy which permit rent seeking, 
regulatory capture and interest group politics, there are many reasons which promote the 
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cronyism. The breakdown of USSR and adoption of capitalism by many of the former soviet 
states sent a strong message to the international community that capitalism has indeed won, 
which created a room for the expansion of cronyism. the globalisation of economy which 
was started in 1990s further increased the crony capitalism. 
On the other hand, the increase in the number of " Big Govts " all over the world indicates 
the enhanced expenditure in the budget, increase of regulatory nature of govt. Big govt 
creates a room for the entry of interest groups to pressure govt to frame policies as per their 
wishes. There has been false claim across some sections of economic think tank, that big govt 
reduces crony capitalism. But, in reality, this big govt increases the interests 
of rent seekers paving way for enhancing cronyism. 

 
Now, let us consider how cronyism stifled the Indian economy as a case study. India 
adopted a democratic form of govt and since independence 
, there was a strict state control created a path for entry of cronyism in the form of License 
Raj quota. The corporate sector in a bid to get the required License lobbied the govt. This 
encouraged cronyism. In 1980s, India witnessed liquidity crunch and the economy was in a 
backfire. In the early 1990s, the economy was liberalised, what we call LPG, which increased 
the flow of foreign capital. In a lighter vein, we can say that, after the era of LPG, cronyism is 
happening legally. We can see directly, how various businesses in a hurry to earn ransom 
money, rent seek the Indian govt for awarding of projects like " Augusta west land deal" , 
which relates to the purchase of VVIP helicopters, scam of Tata trucks in the high profile 
Indian military etc. 

 
While the developed countries face severe challenges from the guise of crony capitalism, the 
developing countries like India face different challenges like sustaining higher rate of 
growth, containing the deficits, counterfeit currency etc. whatever may be the causes of 
spread of cronyism, countries around the world suffer from the ills of crony capitalism. 

 
In case of India, the constitution of India mentions India as a sovereign, socialist, secular, 
Democratic, Republic nation. but, the emergence of crony capitalism rendered these novel 
ideals as a mere words n our preamble. In fact, we can say that crony capitalism overridden 
these ideals. However, the subsequent govts at the helm made efforts to achieve these noble 
ideals. the welfare programmes that are offered by the central and state govts are a case in 
point. these programmes are implemented to protect the common man from the ills of neo-
liberal policies. 
On the other hand, many argue that democracy paves the way for the spread of crony 
capitalism. It may be true, as democracy meant mandate of majority ( majority being the 
vested groups and interest groups). But, the euphoria for crony capitalism is not the result of 
adoption of democratic form of govt. It is indeed, the nexus among the babus-political class-
businesses which spread crony capitalism. 

 
However, there are many ways and means to control crony capitalism. One of the means to 
control is sound " Fiscal constitution ", which means following fiscal policies which limits 
the direction of those in political power. Also, following the constitutional obligations by the 
govt in awarding projects, allowing resources etc., is a way to mitigate cronyism. 
It is said that " cronyism and democracy practically converge but theoretically diverge: The 
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govts around the world must strive to reverse the above statement i.e., "cronism and 
democracy practically diverge but theoretically converge. Further, the real beneficiaries of 
crony capitalism are govt and businesses.  

Hence, there is a need for adoption of a small govt (as small govt meant lesser role for 
interest groups) and manning of professionals for regulatory bodies instead of generalists 
gives an edge for the lesser discretionary role of vested groups ( as it is said above that, 
considering the lack of expertise on the part of generalists about technical issues in 
respective fields, the vested groups take advantage and may provide false information for 
the regulator to further their interests ). Experiences of Scandinavian countries where there 
exists inflexible fiscal constitution that limits the discretionary role of political class, can be 
taken into consideration while framing policies to mitigate the menace of crony capitalism. 

 
Last but not least, democratic decentralisation of governance can reduce the scope for 
cronyism (as cronyism exists where there is centralisation of power ). Also, there is a need to 
create awareness about the concept of "crony capitalism" among common people so as to 
mitigate its spread and effects. In this way, we can reduce the threat to democracy from 
crony capitalism and indeed we can separate both, if we follow sound policies and by 
pragmatically resolving the problems. 

 

Insights Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – Week – Nine (1st June 2014) 

Write an essay on each of the following topics in not more than 1500 words. 

1. Women in Globalized India 

2. India’s Look West Policy 

 

Topic1: 

Introduction 
- globalised india offers a mixed environment to the women of this country. On one hand, 
we witness ' empowered' women - some of them at the helm of affairs both in the govt and 
industry. 
On the other hand, we witness women who are insecure, vulnerable and subdued. 
This topic shall be analysed in the aforesaid milieu. 

The extant state of affairs 

- India post 1990 - reforms - higher economic growth - but not inclusive - women in 
developed areas v. women in rural areas - the former enjoys more job opportunities + aware 
of rights  
women in rural areas - complete antithesis 

- violence against women - has acquired altogether different dimensions in the light of 
technological growth and interdependence - cyber crimes - pornography 
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- also with growth in medical science - gender test 

Reasons and Remedial measures 

a)- lack of inclusive growth - therefore, need for inclusive growth addressing both inter-
regional and intra regional disparities 
b)-social empowerment and economic empowerment connected 
- patriarchal framework - doesnt offer a salubrious environment for women empowerment - 
need for education + gender sensitivisation thereby bringing a change in attitude - to bring 
social empowerment 
-economic empowerment - more jobs - entrepreneurships - ajeevika is a good program 
c)- legal loop holes + lack of effective implementation - therefore need for framing laws + 
effective implementation + adequate training of police forces 

- as a cumulative effect, women sidelined - their health and education neglected - thereby 
forming a vicious cycle - this to be addressed 

Conclusion 
the extant state of affairs goes against the ethos of our constitution - there should be a 
change -this issue to be addressed in a comprehensive manner - it has different facets - 
genuine efforts will bring in the desired changes 

Topic 2: 

Why Central Asia Matters: -India has had its eye on Central Asia for a long time. Its primary 
interests there are in energy, minimizing Pakistan‘s influence, and establishing itself as a 
significant player in the interplay of outside powers that is taking shape. The main 
difficulties lie in connecting Central Asian resources to the Indian market. (a) Economic 
Interests and Geo-strategic Importance: Central Asia‘s abundant energy resources and 
India‘s relentless energy needs, combined with India‘s aspirations to be a major regional and 
global player, have been the key driving forces behind India‘s growing presence in the 
region. Central Asia is also important as an avenue for access to Afghanistan, where India 
wants to be a significant player and to blunt Pakistan‘s influence. 

 India‘s involvement in Central Asia includes energy ties, trade and investment, and the 
beginnings of a military relationship. (b) Energy first: Diversifying and expanding its 
international sources of energy has been a major Indian policy thrust for the past decade, so 
it is no surprise that energy co-operation is at the heart of India‘s engagement of Central 
Asia. Kazakhstanhas substantial oil; Turkmenistan has gas; Uzbekistan has more modest 
hydrocarbon resources; and Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan have surplus hydro power. The big 
challenge that remains unresolved, however, is how to get Central Asian energy resources to 
the Indian market. (c) Infrastructure Needed: Outside the energy area,transportation 
infrastructure is a major focus, since poor transport links are a major impediment to 
expanded economic ties. India has made substantial contributions to the trans-Afghan 
roadway and railroad. India is also interested in the proposed North-South trade corridor, 
which if it is completed would build road linkages from the Iranian port of Chabahar 
through Afghanistan into Tajikistan. It has also signed a deal to fund an Iran-Turkmenistan-
India roadway. (d) Modest trade and investment: India‘s trade with Central Asia is to the 
tune of approximately US $200 million, a negligible portion of India‘s overall international 
trade. India is also trying to foster bilateral economic relations with several Central Asian 



Insights Essays Compilation - 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                                INSIGHTS Page 65 
 

states; it has extended lines of credit to Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and has supplied 30 percent of 
Kazakhstan‘s pharmaceutical needs. 

 The Road Ahead: The potential is there for an expanded Indian role in Central Asia that 
would increase the economic and political options for Central Asians without coming into 
direct conflict with the interests of Russia or China or Pakistan.  

Cursory Read: 

http://www.thehindu.com/2004/06/17/stories/2004061700831000.htm 

 

Insights Weekly Essay Writing Challenge, Week – Ten (8th June 2014) 

Write an essay on each of the following topics in not more than 1500 words 

  

1. Social Media and Violence 
2. ―You must be the change you wish to see in the world.‖ – Gandhiji 

 

Topic 1: 

Our social systems are such that they provide security, stability and rules and regulations to 
the society. But, social media is entirely a different concept, where society and media 
amalgamate into each other to produce something entirely different. Here, people do 
socialize according to the principles of a normal society, but the rules and regulations that 
hold people to do or not to do certain acts and behavior are not present in this new 
adventurous technology. The pace with which this technology has developed and spread in 
entire world is amazing and it has biggest impact on the life of individuals effected by them 
and society as a whole. Since, every new discovery has pro's and con's so does the social 
media, where virtual violence and effectual physical violence take place. These, relations 
need to be analyzed in deep. 

First, we will take examples of social media and how they operate. Social media pertains to 
sites such as facebook, orkut, twitter, wordpress, google+, instagram and many more sites 
where people can socialize and interact with known persons or strangers who hold accounts 
on those specific sites. Now, these interactions are of varying nature, such as in twitter the 
tweets can be followed or retweeted, in facebook the posts can be viewed, liked and 
commented and in wordpress a focused blog could be made, where people can comment 
and interact in more focused way. 

Understanding the basics of these sources will make us understand what effect they have on 
society and individual's life in the modern world. Earlier, people used to chat on telephones 
with other persons whom they needed to talk to. Those conversations were brief and too the 
point in most of the cases, as call charges were higher. After, that mobile technology came, 
and charges dropped down with more easiness to interact through chat and talk. After, that 

http://www.thehindu.com/2004/06/17/stories/2004061700831000.htm
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Social media tools came which made it even more easier to remain in touch with each other, 
and most of these sites are free. Thus, user needs to just posses a medium and net connection 
to interact. 

So, we can see that technology did help in bringing down the costs and making it easier to 
be in contact and touch with each other. But, these created another aspect, where, the social 
media popularity and false virtual world had negative impact on an individuals mind too. 
The number of likes on a photograph of self, the comments, cut off from outside real world, 
emotions being converted to texts and constant urge to be popular on social media created 
such a situation where, any individual who is not so popular on social media could feel 
mentally harrased and depressed. This further leads to tension, guilt, neglect, loss of health 
and leisure. So, social media has increased mental violence. 

Then, the other aspects comes such as individual freedom of expression being unchecked 
and without regulations, where one can force his views on others, even if they don't like so. 
Such acts also result in different types of violence. A person getting bullied and abused on 
social media through messages may feel helpless. Although, Section-66 of IT act has banned 
any such interactions and made them punishable criminal offense, but still such things are 
happening due to easiness of creating fake identity through fake accounts and doing 
malicious acts which one couldn't perform in a free society directly due to fear of society and 
law. 

Another, form is related to posting of content which is offensive to an individual section of 
population and can hurt their sentiments. Acts such as posting of derogatory pictures of 
Shivaji and Bala Saheb Thakare created communal tension and violence resulting in 
subsequent death of an innocent youth from a particular religious community. Also, during 
riots hate comments, speeches, videos shared through social media, work as strong helping 
winds to spread the fire of violence in a peaceful social jungle. 

But, no one could deny that social media is revolutionary and has created positive violence 
events. Arab spring and the spread of democracy, free thoughts, expression and speech, and 
instant closeness of world and connectivity has revolutionized the thinking of a common 
person who now feels attached to world events and doesn't feel himself an isolated part of 
the society with limited reach. 

Now, people have became more aware of their rights, and can come to roads to protest 
against any injustice being done in society. The Anti-corruption crusade of social activist 
Anna Hazare became extremely popular through popular support of social media. People, 
demanded democratic government in Arab nations not because they were intimidated to do 
so, but because they came to know the pro's and con's of various systems of governance, and 
they debated, argued, countered various statements and views through such free systems, 
and judged for themselves which system is best for them. So, democracy got vindicated not 
because its the best system, but because people consider it best. They can effectively bring 
revolutions by having solidarity through such virtual connecting tools and create a virtual 
elusive front which is hard to crush by any unjust power, unless it has control over this free 
medium and is able to manipulate it. 

Talking about manipulation, which is the biggest tool of propaganda creating people, the 
social media is a potent tool to spread a particular thought through proper strategy and 
campaigning. So, these can easily spread the rumors, false news like death of any eminent 
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personality, personal news of individual lives, derogatory comments and most of all 
creating a sense of fear towards something which doesn't exists, such as religious animosity 
and hatred among particular religions and need to take up arms to protect our own culture 
and religion. 

So, we can see that social media has both positive and negative aspects which are governing 
the fast changing world. Now, lets talk the nature of these changes and if they are good/bad 
and reversible/irreversible. Also, what are the solutions to the problems commonly faced by 
the society due to this new technology. 

If we look at history, any technology which brings drastic changes does stabilize only after 
going through a transitory period. None, of these technologies becomes obsolete just 
because they had bad effects, but only because society advanced to either more advanced 
systems or either because their effects were drastic in nature and the need to control such 
technologies was necessary for survival of earth. Ex- Nuclear technologies and the use of 
force by powerful countries to stop the spread of this for military usage in world after 
watching the disasterous effects in Nuclear bombings of Heroshima and Nagasaki in Japan 
during WW-2. 

So, social media is also irreversible and will keep on growing despite having many side 
effects which lead to spread of individual and social violence. Then, what's the solution? Is it 
banning these sites or making strict regulations to curb the freedom enjoyed by netizens. 
The answer is a "big NO". Yes, some form of restrictions are necessary to maintain law and 
order situation, but curbing such useful tool which spreads knowledge, awareness, free 
interaction in society and truly provides freedom of thought and speech will be like 
adopting feudal society so that we could evade the ill effects of industrial revolution. 

 So, social media should never be banned. But, in fact it should be made more powerful to 
deal with the menaces that society is facilities by creating efficient moderation by the groups 
of users who use these services. Ultimately its the users of these services who will have to 
take the responsibility to uphold the sanctity of Social Media which has made world a single 
entity with no particular focus on caste, creed, color, social status or boundaries which 
divided the humans from being human and spreading humanity. 

Topic 2: 

The process of Change is defined by the two contrasting statements , that is 'it is continuous 
and inevitable' and 'there is certain amount of inertia associated with any attempt for 
change' . Both the statements are true vis a vis the process of change. Change is a natural 
process as far as natural systems are concerned but to bring a change in any man made 
system or society requires effort . The change is any existing system or pattern in the society 
is not an easy task because the prevailing systems have some inertia and due to human's 
nature of hedonism which makes him to swim with the tide than against it. And such 
change can't occur just because there is requirement for that change or the people wish for it 
. It occurs when significant actions are taken towards it whether by an individual , family , 
society , nation or the whole world. Gandhi ji saw this pattern and told that 'You must be the 
change you wish to see in the world'. The basis of this statement is an understanding that 
the world , country or society is nothing but an amalgamation of individual human beings . 
And no change can be brought at the whole level until units comprising that whole are 
changed. 
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The first level of socialization for any individual is a family . It is the basic level from where 
one is indoctrinated in to ones culture and value system . Here if a child sees there is a 
difference between preaching given to him/her and actions followed by the elders , he/she 
will learn that the teachings given to him/her has no practical relevance . And would 
develop a value system that would be contradictory to what was intended. 

The next level of the interaction is with the society . Here one comes under the influence of 
various models like leaders , film stars etc . And when one sees that the same leader who 
preaches non violence or honesty is engaged in violent speeches or an affluent life style , the 
lectures or preachings don't make any sense . When the same child grows up he/she is 
engaged in same type of behavior . And since he forms family , society , nation or world , the 
existing systems or culture don't go through a change and the vicious cycle is never broken . 

Moreover when an individual or a nation demands something from others but to not follow 
its own demand, the credibility of that individual or nation is lost and no one likes to adhere 
to those demands. These are the basic reasons due to which any change intended in the 
direction of removing corruption, violence; global warming or free world market seems so 
difficult. Because preachers in these cases rarely show their willingness via action. 

Corruption is one of the most persistent and omnipresent problem. It seems that every 
person , society and nation want to solve this problem . But somehow it gets worsen. This 
paradox between effort and result is because everyone is in the process of making the other 
individual / nation honest and not itself. 

Another problem, violence seems ubiquitous in nature. The violence, against women, 
children, lower caste/class or nations, is present in some or other form . Here also, when a 
woman is brutalized the whole society comes forward to condemn it but the same very 
society does not see any need to change the way it treats its women. Similarly a nation does 
not see any conflict of values when it preaches peace and engages in a war killing lakhs of 
innocent people. And also assumes that its lectures on the need to protect environment 
would be heard after being one of the largest polluter itself .The results show that all these 
assumptions are wrong. 

There can be an argument that the change of a single individual or nation would not have 
any impact until the society as a whole changes and Gandhiji's statement may have a 
romantic appeal but in reality, things do not work like this way. But the history shows that 
the people who have brought any substantial change in the society were not preachers but 
doers. 

 From Galileo to Nelson Mandela , the men who changed the existing systems were those 
who had the courage to put their thoughts in to action.And the greatest among them can be 
said to be Mahatma Gandhi who before asking his disciples to follow any of his principles , 
himself became its exemplary follower . While the recent incidences like of Narendra 
Dabholkar or Majunath show that there may be a heavy price to try to bring a change in the 
society by becoming a follower of the intended principles . But these people only acts as an 
agent of the change and not the preachers. 
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Insights Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – Week Eleven (15th June 2014) 

Write an essay on each of the following topics in not more than 1500 words 

India and Malnutrition  

―An Eye for an Eye Only Ends up Making the Whole World Blind.‖ – Gandhiji 

Topic 1: 

"Two families lived in a small village of Maharashtra.One day a boy belonging to one family 
molests a girl belonging to other family.In order to avenge the misdeeds of the boy and 
teach him a lesson,the girl's family eventually beats him up leading to his death.This starts a 
bloody feud between the two families and ultimately ends up when everyone from both the 
families are killed." Though a fictional story , it has resemblece to many such incidents 
occurring in india and the world elsewhere. The moral of the story is that the revengeful 
nature doesn't help us to gain anything but only to loose everything in the end. 

 
Similar was the case with Germany . After First World War , Germany was treated harshly 
by the allied victors. The treat of Versailles was imposed on her . It denied Germany the 
rightful place in the world's geopolitics at that time. In order to take revenge of it,Germany 
often took up aggression in the neighbouring territories eventually resulting into world war 
-2. At the end allies do win but only at the cost of widespread destruction to life and 
property on both the sides. Thus the very idea of taking revenge defeated her. 

 
Such a revengeful nature is an aberration on the part of Hunan being and community at 
large. There are various causes for the development of such qualities. 
The foremost comes the failure of the institution of family. The family teaches us the basic 
quality of life ie. socialisation,cooperation,forgiveness ,etc. Even if the family doesn't teach 
the child ,being a silent spectator he/she assimilates whatever they see around 
themselves.for ex. If the father talks of taking revenge on someone,the child will see it as a 
normal behaviour and will learn such qualities. 
The second most important cause is the faulty education and illiteracy. Often the school 
curriculum is such that it perpetuates hatred amongst communities such as that of Hindu 
and Muslims.this leads to development of suspicion within them whenever they come 
across persons belonging to other community. As you can see during gujarat riots of 2002 
both the community were after each other to avenge the deaths of their fellow men. This 
results into anarchy and chaos and communal disharmony. On the other hand, an illiterate 
person often doesn't think of any alternative solutions to solve a problem but only to inflict 
injury on the other. 
Another common agent is the media. It has profound influence on the kinds of people and 
helps them to frame opinion. Hence if the media often prapogates the policy of tit for tat,the 
people imbibe such a policy into their lives to solve their own problems. 

 
The other important institution that plays an important role is the government.for ex. 
Recently,along the line of control,Pakistani army beheaded our soldiers. Reacting to this 
incidents,many of our political leaders also proposed to do the same to teach them a 
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lesson.hence such stance taken up by the government helps to mobilise the people in 
support of the same. 
Such an vindictive behaviour often has many adverse impact on both the individual and the 
community at large. 
First of all ,it preoccupies the mind of the person till the revenge is taken. It leads to loss of 
precious energy and time. Also , it leads to a sense of mental insecurity because the person 
might think that he/she might be the target of some other individual in this policy of tit for 
tat. 
However on the larger part,it leads to communal disharmony,anarchy,lack of security of life 
and ultimately political instability. 

 
On the other hand if there is some good part abut taking revenge if taken in a positive 
light.such a behaviour may lead to development of killer instinct in a person which is 
helpful in competitive sports. But there is a precondition that the person should put this bad 
quality for good purpose. 
In order to prevent development of such qualities,many institutions should play important 
role in various phases of life. The two most important are that of family and school. Family 
being the first level of interaction should inculcate in child good habits of forgiveness. 
Examples should be set before them. In school the moral value based education should be 
imparted. The teaching of our great leaders such as Buddha,Mahavira,Gandhiji should be 
imparted into them. It will help them to build a strong character in life. 
At last in order to forgive a person it requires great will power and determination. It will 
lead to saving of our time and energy and the most important our mind will be at peace 
which is the best thing in life. Otherwise it will lead to loss of everything -peace,character 
and soul. Hence it is rightly said by M.K.Gandhi,"an eye for an eye will make the whole 
world blind." 

 

Topic 2: 

Introduction: 

The recently released report of UNFAO revealed that malnutrition accounted for a loss of 5 
% of world GDP by way of lost productivity and expenditure on treatment. Hence, ensuring 
nutrition is far more important than just belly filling. The report of World Bank also 
confirms the same and placed India among the highest malnourished countries of the world 
along with sub Saharan countries. This can be an evidence to show the pathetic situation of 
India in reducing malnutrition. 

What is malnutrition: 

Malnutrition is a situation in which the people of a particular country do not consume 
sufficient nutritious food and as result suffer from many diseases like pneumonia, 
tuberculosis, cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, obesity etc. In case of India where there is 
rapid growth all round the corner, the menace of malnutrition is spreading faster than SMS. 
While the rich suffer from over nutrition, the poor suffers from under nutrition. There are 
many factors which influence the spread of malnutrition viz., socio-economic status, region, 
religion, caste, gender etc. 
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Factors which influence the spread of malnutrition: 

Socio-economic status: 

It has far reaching affect on malnutrition. In case of India, the BPL segment is the worst hit 
by under nutrition, while the better-off suffer from over nutrition. It may be noted that, 
under nutrition refers to non- availability of sufficient nutrients, where as over nutrition 
refers to excess intake of nutrients which lead to cardiovascular diseases, obesity, diabetes 
etc. 

Region: 

The region where one resides also influences the existence of malnutrition. The rural areas 
have high persistence of under nutrition, while the urban areas have high persistence of over 
nutrition. In case of India, the states like Madhya Pradesh , Jharkhand and Bihar are highly 
prone for malnourished children, whereas the states like Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura etc are 
less prone. 

Religion: 

Considering the conservative nature of Indian society, religion has far reaching implications 
on malnutrition. Many Hindus do not consume meat due to their superstitious beliefs and in 
turn cannot have a chance to get rich nutrients from meat like fish. on the other hand, 
Muslim communities take excess of meat and neglect consuming cereals, ultimately losing 
the valuable nutrients from cereals. Compared to Hindus and Muslims , Sikhs, Christians 
and other religious communities suffer less malnutrition as they consume balanced diet. 

Caste: 

As many of the downtrodden segments i.e., SCs and STs are under BPL category, they are 
thrown into a vicious cycle of poverty and hence suffer from undernourishment. 

Gender: 

basically India is a patriarchal society and hence there is a general negligence on the part of a 
typical Indian family about the nutritious food taken by the girl child. 

Besides the above stated reasons, there are many factors that come into play for the 
proliferation of malnutrition in India. The first and foremost factor that come into play is the 
existence of gender inequality. Many families of India view girl child not as an asset but as a 
burden- this can be said by the continued prevalence of female foeticide in India even after 
the enactment of the so called PNDT ACT.  

So, being born as a girl makes her disadvantageous on two counts- one is the lack of 
sufficient intake of nutritious food and other is the girl child do not get an opportunity to 
study on par with male counterpart - the statistics of GOI about the school dropout rates 
reveal this fact. recognising this anomaly, government introduced " National Mid day meal 
scheme" on pilot basis in 2001 restructuring the 1995 law i.e. programme on provision of 
Nutritious food to primary school students, so that the students get attune to government 
schools. But, there are several implementation challenges that come in the way for achieving 
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the said objectives. For instance, there is diversion of funds granted under the scheme to non 
priority areas like administrative costs etc. On the other hand, there is lethargy on the part of 
implementing agencies as can be seen from the recent food poisoning in Bihar. 

Another initiative launched by the government to reduce anaemia among the children 
particularly girls is the supplying of Iron and Folic Acid tablets. Many women suffer from 
anaemia i.e., deficiency of iron in blood, during their pregnancy, thereby giving birth to an 
undernourished child. This is the main reason for the prevalance of malnutrition among 
children aged 0-6 years. Launched with a novel idea i.e, to reduce incidence of anaemia 
among children, this initiative kick started well, but ended up as just a great scheme which 
is not able to attract girl child to school. The main reason is the lack of sanitation facilities in 
governmnent schools for girl child. Hence, the role of saitation is instrumental in mitigating 
malnutrition not only among girl child but also for other sections of society who are 
malnourished. 

It is said that, the population growth breeds the ground for the expansion of malnutrition. 
But, the most populous country of th world i.e., china effectively dealt malnutrition by its 
magnificent policies like increasing the productivity of agricultural yield per hectare, 
promoting nutritious crops etc. India recently enacted " Food security Act" mainly targetting 
the BPL segment. But in order to implement this Act effectively, the production of 
agricultural commodities should be enhanced from the present level . This gives a chance for 
the policy think tank not only to frame policies to increase food production but also embrace 
producing nutritious food crops. 

Government programmes for controlling malnutrition: 

There are many government programmes to control the menace of malnutrition viz., Mid 
day meal scheme, ICDS ( 1975 ), national child's Fund, National plan of Action for children, 
NRHM etc. Mid day meal scheme is already being discussed above in gender inequality 
topic. 

ICDS (1975 : 

it is instrumental in improving the health of mothers and children under age 6 by providing 
health and nutrition education, health services, supplementary food and pre-school 
education. 

 

National children's Fund : 

This is created during International year of child in 1979. This fund provides support to 
voluntary organizations that help for the welfare of kinds. 

National Plan of Action for children: 

It has been integrated into national Development plans. A monitoring committe under the 
chairpersonship of secretary ( women and child development ) reviews the achievement of 
goals set in National Action plan and all concerned central Ministries / Departments are 
represented on the committee.\ 
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National Rural Health Mission (NRHM ) : 

This is created for the years 2005-12 and its goal is to improve the availability of and access 
to quality helath care for the people, especially for those in rural areas, the poor, women and 
children. 

The recent initiatives include the framing the framing of National policy for children ( 2013 ) 
and " Sneha Shivir Scheme " during the twelth five year plan, which provides a special diet 
to the malnourished children in all the 60 priority districts at a cost of RS. 150 crore. It is a 
community based approach for dealing with the issue of malnourishment among children 
and women and is a part of the process of sterngthening and restructuring of ICDS. 

Conclusion: 

There may be many programmes for mitigating malnutrition. But, these are successful only 
if there is political will to change the state of affairs of health paradox in India. The creation 
of awareness about governmental programmes among coom people is a prerequisite for the 
success of the same. Bureaucracy must play a crucial role in addressing the problems that 
arise, as we move towards sustainable development. 

Besides these, there are small things that government has to do. increasing th expenditure on 
health care in GDP is a case in point. Also, it can formulate " Universal health care policy", 
which can drastically reduce many problems faced by marginalised communities. 

In the recent period, " Inclusive growth" has gained salience since its induction during 
eleventh five year plan. The concept of " inclusive growth" should embrace the issue of 
malnutrition, so that inclusive growth can be really inclusive. 

Further, the new yet to be created government programmes like " Pradan Mantri Gram 
Samchaya Yojana " for increasing the productivity of agriculture and providing irrigation 
facilities to all agricultual fields, should include the issue of eliminating malnutrition, by 
producing nutritious foos for the needy. 

In the recent time, there is an increase in the populist policies for gaining political benefits. 
This should be done away with the policies which enriches the lives of millions of people. 
Mainstreaming the children and women issues should be urgently done on a pilot basis 
taking into consideration the ground realities. 

Last but not least, transfering functions, functionaries and funds to local self governments so 
as to enable to deal with the emerging complexities of health related issues as per their local 
needs. This not only fulfils the essence of 73rd and 74th amendments, but also fulfils the 
aspirations of founding fathers of the constitution to see nutritious rich India, as mandated 
under Article 47 of the constitution.‘ 

Insights Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – Week Twelve (22nd June 2014) 

Write an essay on each of the following topics in not more than 1500 words 
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1.  Should the World get rid of all Forms of Nuclear Energy? Critically Comment.  
2.‖Everyone thinks of changing the world, but no one thinks of changing 
himself.‖ -Leo Tolstoy 

Topic 1: 

One of my favorite mythical stories, since my childhood, has been "Ali Baba and 40 Thieves" 
from Arabian Nights. In the story the treasure looted by thieves that Ali finds becomes the 
reason for doom of his elder brother whereas the same treasure becomes as reason for 
prosperity and happiness of Ali and the community. 

The story gives us a lesson that with honest attitude and capability it is possible to 
successfully use and exploit a risky treasure for the betterment of the society for treasures 
themselves are value neutral. One such ―treasure‖, the testimony to human ingenuity, is 
Nuclear energy. Though it has the record of inflicting greatest cruelty and destruction to 
human race but simultaneously it holds great potential to solving needs of human 
civilization. So the billion dollar question arises what should be our approach to this 
"treasure"? Should it be abandoned for the harm it has done or it may do which may even, in 
the worst case, wipe out the human race completely or should it be used to solve impending 
problems that we face which are likely to get worse in future? 

Nuclear energy may be, on the basis of use it is put to, categorized in military and civilian 
form of nuclear energy. Military form of energy, currently, includes weapon such as bombs, 
missiles, nuclear powered submarines etc. For civilians it is largely used as a source of 
power, currently viable in generating electricity on large scale. 

Let us consider military use of nuclear energy. It has been argued that nuclear weapons have 
put the world in greatest danger ever known to human civilization. Any nuclear war 
between countries in possession of such weapons is likely to be the last war in human 
history and will lead to extinction of the species. 

Second threat comes from anti-social organizations that if they come to posses such weapons 
the catastrophe is going to be unimaginable. Both threats are legitimate and serious. 

But the solution that the nuclear weapons, leave aside nuclear energy altogether, be given 
up due to such threats is practically impossible and in-fact sub optimal. It is not easy to 
comprehend that a third world war may have been avoided because of nuclear weapons 
itself for they form a deterrent to big wars among the nuclear states because a nuclear war is 
a no win war for any country. 

Secondly the possession of nuclear weapons is irreversible. The reason being that the pay 
offs for a cheater in-case the world decides to get rid of all nuclear weapons are so high that 
cooperation at global level cannot work. It is only a competitive solution, which is 
maintaining sufficient deterrent that can provides equilibrium. In other words world is 
better off in competing for nuclear weapons than cooperating in their destruction. Further 
critics who argue that world is always at war and in such scenario having nuclear weapons 
would be fueling the fire need to understand that one major reason of such wars is the 
strategic importance of oil and gas in global economy. Diversification of sources of energy is 
likely to reduce the importance of such resources and associated tensions thus aiding in 
world peace. 
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The only argument that holds merit, against nuclear energy in this form, is minimizing 
investments in such deterrents. It is so because the world has better avenues where the 
returns on investments are higher both socially and economically such as in poverty 
alleviation, provision of basic needs, growth and development. And it is these sectors which 
should be the focus and not piling up of the stocks of nuclear weapons. 

This brings us to the second form of nuclear energy which is in civilian sector in the form of 
electric power and fuel. Incidents such as Chernobyl and Fukushima has always armed 
nuclear energy critics with justifiable position that nuclear energy be completely done away 
with. They also argue that with the availability of multiple sources of energy both 
conventional and renewable the need for nuclear energy is redundant in benefits but 
abundant in risks as it is prone to disasters and also to misuse by diversion of the enriched 
fuel for military weapons. 

The sufficiency of availability of power cannot be assessed from supply side alone but is 
determined by interplay of both supply and demand. About 85% of population of the world 
lives in developing or even poorer countries. Their present per capita consumption is a 
fraction of what developed country is consuming. According to one estimate if all the 
population of the world were to consume per capita power as is being currently consumed 
in US we would require 5 times the current power generating capacity of the world! Add to 
this the fact that the population of the world continue to rise and may increase by 50% by 
the end of the century. Moreover the conventional sources such as coal, oil, natural gas are 
limited and may get exhausted in next 50 to 60 years. Neither do they help the cause of 
environment protection that has become so urgent for sustainable development that is 
inclusive and equitable. 

Given this context it becomes absolutely clear that it is imperative to generate energy from 
all available resources so that such huge demand is timely met and process of sustainable 
development is not affected. The criticism that nuclear power is expensive also does not 
hold ground if a comprehensive cost benefit analysis including the environment and 
opportunity costs are taken into consideration. Also the processed fuel from power 
generation needs further enrichment before it may be used is making weapons. Such 
enrichment plants are traceable and international agreement is already working in 
regulating the process. 

What, on the other hand, is required is that investments be made in research that further 
encourages and diversifies the use of nuclear energy as a substitute of fuel in motor 
transport, robotics, space and other possible sectors. It is nobody‘s cases that threat of 
nuclear incidents are not real. Appropriate solution to the problem is stronger and scientific 
safety standards regulating use of nuclear fuel. This has already been taken up in many 
countries including India. 

We must be proud of that we as humans have believed in our capacities and have 
repeatedly achieved the ―impossible‖. Nuclear energy is a treasure which holds great 
potential. We may exploit it to our benefit especially when its needs are now more than ever 
or be cowards and discard it altogether. I, for one, would definitely say as Ali would have 
said ―Khulja Sim Sim‖ 
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Topic 2: 

Changing the whatever wrong things,which come infront of us is a human nature to make 
this earth more peaceful and ideal.Change is the first and foremost important law of the 
nature.Since the existence of human on the earth.It changes the society,economy,political 
structure,technology as perceived by him as good and better.It is the mightier and powerful 
individual or tribe or kingdom or nation-state which imposes its ideal system over the other 
less developed,weaker and defeated societies.This defeats the very purpose of the change to 
bring more sustainable and efficient system than the earlier one. 

 
It is very correct that change is inevitable.Since the inception of human civilization or even 
before,the world is changing.It is a continuous and never ending process.When the existing 
order of the day is not able to fulfilling the growing aspirations of the people or any better 
alternative order is possible.People want change to become better person 
philosophically,politically,economically and as a human being and human civilization. 
But,this change needs some person or group who will bring this infront of the people.This 
group would become the new dominant class by replacing the existing elite class.But,this 
replacement could be stopped if the earlier dominant class could see and tame its own 
wrongs. 
Human child is just like a blank slate as he don‘t know any worldly things.Since the 
childhood days,human comes across many ideas,cultures,values either human-values or 
societal values,etc.He interacts and inquires about these cults and values with his 
parents,teachers and members of his society.This leads to form his own opinion based on the 
values,taught by his society members.And,this is the period where he intakes and establish 
his own value-system based on which he will judge all the future events and society,without 
much introspecting and questioning his own value system. 
As adult,human sees and judges the world based on his firm value system which he has 
acquired in the past.Human always interacts with so many people and judge them and their 
actions as good or bad.But,never interacts with himself in this busy world.He never sees 
himself in-front of himself.As a self is always with you,not in-front of you who you can 
think and judge. 
Someone is true to say that there is two world : one is internal at mental level while other is 
external that we see.There are many thing in this world which we see and say this is bad or 
good or react harsly on any event.For ex.we react very harsely by seeing a traffic jam in 
which we are caught and start blaming the system.Rather than call the traffic police to tackle 
the jam.This attitudinal change our time as well as others and reduce my stress level which 
has risen uselessly. 
History is full of such kind of self imposed good thing over others without considering the 
weakness and strength of our own system. For ex. Aryans came in India which leads to 
extinction of Vedic civilization in which the tools and techniques evolved by the vedic 
people were subdued in-front of the superior Aryan race.Similarly,when the British 
conquered India,they established their own so called superior institutions to replace the 
decentralized village economy which in future led to so many famines and wide-spread 
human atrocities.Similarly ,in China Mao tries to establishing his own system by Great-Leap 
Forward and Cultural Revolution which stagnated the chinese economy and its institutions 
were degenerates and there were wide spread unrest and hostilities among the people for 
the govt. 
Change is vital for the existence of human civilization but it should be based on 
introspection as well as participation.As we used to forget the introspection part.Although 
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participation is there so our problem is only half solved and it will again hit the setback in 
the near future. 
We need to understand what are the internal changes are? An dhow it could be changed? 
Internal changes consist of changes in our attitude,perception,belief-system,value-
system,orientation and inclination,etc.Unlike external changes like institutional change and 
restructuring,reorienting our policy towards liberalism,etc.The internal changes are the real 
source of change in our actual world.As to bring a change,we set objectives and goals along-
with the alternative paths to pursue these goals.But,our decisions are based on our internal 
values and perception regarding our goals,our path,etc which we called as the best possible 
path and make our policy.So,changing internal values and belief are very crucial for 
changing the structure and functioning of the society and make it more sustainable,peaceful 
and inclusive. 

 
But, the most important thing is how we could change our internal behaviour or perception? 
As in external world Govt. make committees to introspect the problems in different 
departments.But,for internal introspection,we needn't some other people but ourselves.We 
need to look at our own response on any situation.Just look at the situation in absolute sense 
neither good or bad but just experience and notice your response.This way you could judge 
yourself better and bring the neccessary change to heed towards perfection.Also,meditation 
and putting yourself in silence for few minutes help in analyzing problems multi-
dimensionally rather then sticking to a particular belief system. 

 
From implementation point of view applying the change is quit easy as we have to convince 
to ourselves only.Rather than convincing and fighting with other to implement such 
changes.This has many advantages as we adopt the change we come across the 
shortcomings and we could tackle it at our individual level. For ex.Gandhiji practiced 
satyagrah and non-violence(ahimsa) himself before preaching it. Likewise our prime 
minister Lal Bahdur Shastri had fasted along-with his family before preaching the country to 
do fast on Monday during 1965-66 food crisis due to drought. This also saves time and cost 
of doing pilot project on any society after convincing them to adopt it.It also encourages the 
fellow being to adopt it by seeing the results. So,personal changes have far reaching 
advantage in implementation process too.  
We see the world as we want to see. As events and problems happen in absolute sense but 
we put our perception to see it as good or bad. So,to make the world more prosperous and 
our system to be more sustainable. We need to change ourselves within. Then tries to change 
the world as world is made up millions of individuals only who will change themselves. 
Then there is no need to change the world at all. 

 

Insights Weekly Essay Writing Challenge, Week – 13 (29th June 2014) 

Write an essay on following topics in 1500 words: 
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Secularism and Development in India 

Global Terrorism and Peace in Twenty First Century 

Topic 1: 

People don’t just talk they live religion here – Oprah Winfrey 

I am Parsee, which is a religious minority not just in India but throughout the world and yet I went 
on to become the Chief Justice of India – Justice S. H. Kapadia (on his retirement) 

Societal fabric is woven over a period of time. The fabric has threads of religious beliefs, 
political system, cultural fragrance and above all a mutual accord between different beliefs 
and practices. People when start living together, history shows, they tend to long for a 
settled life. No warring tribe or clan wanted to go on fighting till the end. India was no 
different a place and today‘s India is an amalgam of myriad colors. Ours‘ is a cultural 
melting pot which has given us a truly secular identity. We are seen as a country where 
there is no monolith of religion and where the State does not differentiate amongst the 
subjects on the basis of religion. 

Secularism and development are two important strands running parallel to each other. 
Whereas the former gives us our identity the later promises to preserve it for a longer period 
of time. Development gives endurance to all the principles and precepts we believe in. 

Having said that, its important to underline the complexity of any such conviction under the 
light of the population of India. Ours‘ is a country that houses one sixth of the humanity. 
How secular we really are and how development has been taking place in India, become 
two crucial questions to look into if one wants to foresee the challenges and possibly venture 
a solution to the emerging problems. 

The 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976 inserted the word ‗Secular‘ in the Preamble 
of Constitution of India. Though Ambedkar had once said that a constitution is as good as 
the people to run it and as bad as them (I do not recall the exact quote. ), this insertion was a 
bold reassertion from the people of India of the values the forefathers used to believe in. 
Also, the Fundamental Rights provided to the citizens in India by the Constitution make it 
clear that religion, caste, creed etc cannot be made the basis of discrimination among the 
people. But when seen in the erstwhile political scenario, this small amendment actually 
made the basis structure of the Constitution formally Secular by not just intending to mean 
so but also by boldly stating it in the Preamble itself. Later the Keshavnanda Bharti vs Union 
of India case made it obligatory for the Parliament to not tamper with the basic structure of 
the Constitution. And thus one can say, we formally became secular. 

But the Right wing voices, on this land of religions and Gods, were never too weak. Riots, 
especially Hindu-Muslim, have never been out of news. The creation of Bangladesh, the 
tensions in North East India over the issue of Bangladeshi immigrants, the Bodo-Muslim 
conflicts and the Neillie massacre carry the painful memories even today.  
The Right wing ideology which sees the nation as an organic whole brings the nation to a 
conflicting belief from the individualistic approach when it says that the nation is an organic 
whole and ―nation first‖. The idea that for a village, sacrifice the individual, for the city 
sacrifice the village and for the nation sacrifice the city is from religion books. Though it 
might seem unrelated to the sectarian and religious conflicts that we see sometimes, it has to 
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do a lot with the differences that get created in the society amongst the stakeholders. In a 
country where the majority follow Hindu way of life, and they themselves do not a form a 
monolith, the ideas such as Ram mandir construction, uniform civil code and abrogation of 
Article 370 do trifle many and unnerve a considerable number of people even when they 
have the Constitutional guarantee of Secular treatment by the law of the land. 

Connecting the scattered dots, one may see that though we are developing and even when 
our economy is surging forward at a great pace, we are still to see the building up of 
national consensus on the questions of how secular are we and after partition, does a 
Muslim in India enjoys real freedoms as he would have in case there were no partition. As 
per Jaswant Singh, the a general Muslim in India are yet to taste the secular flavour of our 
societal fabric. Disentitlement goes unreported. And while we try to weave a success story 
around the statistical figures from Finance Ministry, many cases of social segregation, 
political subjugation, cultural isolation and societal oppression remain hidden. These give 
rise to resentment and the internal security of the country comes under threat when outside 
source start dealing in drugs and weaponry inside the country. One should see the rise of 
terrorism, cyber crime, smuggling, naxalism, wahabism etc from the lens of such separation 
that takes place even when a secular Constitution is in place.  
Development is not a monochrome light coming from the fountainhead of the State. Its more 
like a spectrum of colors and it has many facets to it. 40% of our children are malnourished, 
we do not perform well in HDI ranking, our health infrastructure is very fragile, we are 
experiencing the problem of jobless growth, the demographic dividend and lack of skills in 
the youth is ironical, in agriculture we could manage a 4.% growth last fiscal but 
mechanisation as been slow and water table has been going down in various parts of the 
country, then the declining female-male ratio, crime against women etc all show the dark 
side of our success story. These are the fundamentals which cannot remain weak for a long 
time if we wish to come out of poverty and become a developed nation in true sense. Our 
higher educational institutions do not appear in the international rankings. If we have to 
continue to grow, we will need a second generation institutional reforms. And as all this 
happens, we also need to accept the darkness that shrouds the secular identity of the nation 
is many nooks and corners of our vast nation. 

Amartya Sen argues that development should be seen as freedom. As more development 
gives more freedom and more freedom brings more development. Somewhere in between, 
the Secular identity of India plays a major role is helping the wheel of development move 
forward. Secularism is not the denial of religions. It is about looking at all religions with 
same importance. It is about keeping the State machinery impartial towards all religions. 
Gandhiji termed it as – sarvdharmasambhaav (seeing all religions with same view), whereas, 
Nehru saw it as – dharmnirpeksha (religiously impartial). Though there is a slight difference 
in both the views. Our history as a free nation shows that we have imbibed both the ways of 
looking at it in our understanding. But our understanding about these terms begins from 
school and NCERT books have seen tempering with the content with changing 
governments. This brings us affront to another vice of our State – spreading propaganda 
through educational institutions. Propaganda and rhetoric are not new to the print, 
electronic and these days‘ social media but all such challenges can be severe to our existence 
as a peaceful nation. 

Secularism is just a word. And Secular is what we call ourselves in the Constitution of India. 
But the psyche of a common-man is not captured in laws books. Any wave of violence 
against a particular community cannot be overruled in near future just because we define 
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ourselves as secular. The Shia-Sunni strife in the Middle East, the conflict between Buddhists 
and Muslims in Sri Lanka and Mayanmar, the conflicts in North East India and last but not 
the least militancy in the J&K all can have grave impact on our society if we do not 
constantly put effort in keeping the anti-social forces at bay. 

Development too cannot happen unless we have guaranteed a safe and secure place for one 
and all inside our borders. Growth can happen only when there is peace. Also, no 
development is development in true sense in a large section of the society is left in darkness. 

 

Topic 2: 

Global Terrorism has become the most unnatural, dehumanizing and politically 
destabilising brutal phenomenon of the 21st century. Such terrorist movements are neither 
radical nor revolutionary but are destructive and usually stem from conservatism and 
feeling of revenge. Global Terrorism seems to have become endemic to the modern society. 
It is generated by recurrent social crisis arising out of the increasing marginalization of 
section by indiscriminate spread of capitalism and frèe market economy through vaunted 
process of globalization, rising Islamic Fundamentalism, availability of latest technology, 
close Interaction between separatist groups, availability of large finances through drug 
trafficking and other illegal means. Hitherto, lack of cooperation between various nation 
states has led to a need to draft a stringent policy to combat such brutal menace. 

Global Terrorism is a post cold war phenomenon, when forces driven with sentiments and 
factional sub nationalism appeared in the aftermath of bipolarity. State sponsored terrorism 
received a fillip due to advanced military hardware. Global Terrorism acquired a different 
face post 1990's era. It's extension of field of action from physical space to cyber space and 
from land,sea and air to human body. 

Since 09/11, Global Terrorism has shown a face like never before. Terrorism became the 
focus of global attention , since blowing up of Twin Towers of the World Trade Center in 
New York,killing around 5000 people and leaving more 10 times more abunded. It 
established the fact that terrorist have access to almost every weapon ranging from 
biological,chemical and cyber and aired the substantial doubt of Nuclear Technology, 
probably. The US President Mr. George W Bush, emphasized that US Would respond as if it 
is a war and rolled out the action plan to combat the very terrorist group. People conceive in 
other way, as planned attacks on pentagon and twin tower marked the beginning of war on 
civilized humanity itself and substantiated that the problem has acquired International 
dimension. Attack on London, Recent political instability in Russia due to Chechnya 
separatists also pushed the war against International Terrorism with certain momentum. 

There are number of terrorist organizations recruiting and training militants against India 
particularly to disturb peace in Kashmir.Since 1989. Kashmir valley has been under the 
shadow of militancy. Here, a new phenomenon of Fidayeen attacks has been added to the 
operating method of terrorists. Various suicidal mission were carried out by them which 
includes attack on Temple of Indian Democracy i.e. Our Parliament, attack on the one of the 
cultural religious symbol, Akshardham Temple, Mumbai 2008 attack and many more. 
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Ongoing insurgency and massive brutal acts in West Asia region has again Opened the 
channel of debate over dire need to design and implement the master plan to combat 
Terrorism. As the bloodiest 100's of years in recorded history, 20th century is replete with 
example of how policy and practice foment war. The proliferation of biological, chemical 
and nuclear weapons and constantly mutating dynamism of terrorism inform our current 
dangerous reality. Amidst this backdrop of destruction there are lesson for those who are 
looking for them. Seeds of peacemaking and conflict resolution are already planted which 
we must germinate in order to halt and then reverse the tend towards violence and chaos. 

Perhaps the 21st century could be the first 100 year, in which nations will invest more in 
building peace and making war. As famous linguistic Noam Chomsky quoted, 
"Everybody is worried about stopping Terrorism, well there is a really easy way: Stop 
participating in it". 

 

Insights Weekly Essay Writing Challenge, Week Fourteen (6th July 2014) 

Write an essay on the each of the following topics in about 1500 words 

―A room without books is like a body without a soul.‖ ― Cicero 

―Be yourself; everyone else is already taken.‖ ― Oscar Wilde 

India’s Fight Against Poverty – Policies and Pitfalls 

Topic3: 

The suicide of farmers due to their distress financial condition, or inability of a laborer to 
provide a decent two time meal to his family is an example of the most conspicuous and 
talked about form of poverty. This type of poverty is called absolute poverty. And normally, 
the government policies are framed keeping this particular form of poverty in mind. But 
poverty can be also relative, moral and of thoughts and ideas. Though these forms of 
poverty are less conspicuous but nevertheless not less important for the betterment of the 
people and nation. 

The aim and purpose of any government is betterment of its people. And in this process of 
betterment, a move towards helping the most vulnerable section of the society gets 
precedence. This thought is not an invention of the new system of governance but trace its 
origin to the ancient times. The rigveda talks about a concept of ‗daan‘ which implies 
helping the destitute. Kautilya in his ArthaShahtra says that the greatest duty of any king is 
to work towards the welfare of his subjects. Ashoka appointed the officers called ‗Gopa‘ to 
help the poors. Thus the approach to tackle poverty via a helping hand of the government 
has been practiced since the ancient times. But the real efforts towards policies tackling 
poverty can be traced to the period after independence. 

British left India with a shattered economic structure and millions suffering in the poverty. 
The Indian government then started a programme of growth and development based on the 
heavy industries. And hoped that this growth will trickle down to the masses and will be 
helpful in eliminating poverty. This hoped proved a fallacy and from fourth plan onwards, 
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India embarked on the policies directly tackling poverty with slogan ‗Garibi Hatao‘. The 
programmes like national social assistance programme, Indira awas yojana, public 
distribution shops etc were started with the same aim of removing poverty. And since then 
the government has started myriads of schemes like Rajiv awas yojna, food security bill etc. 
But the anticipated benefit of these schemes has not been achieved. And India remains one 
of the poorest nations of the world. Apart from the faulty implementation and corruption 
involved in these schemes, the major reason for their inability to get rid of the poverty is due 
to the inherent philosophy of the schemes themselves. Most of the schemes are based on the 
concept of increase in consumption rather than production. Thus their basic philosophy is of 
charity rather than the development of human potential. And this type of approach is bound 
to fail in the long run. As goes a Chinese proverb that ‗ if you want to feed a person for a day 
give him a fish but if you want to feed him for the life time teach him to fish‘. But 
unfortunately, the philosophy of India‘s poverty reduction framework is heavily tilted 
towards giving than teaching. 

Apart from the above factor, a major reason for the relative failure of the poverty reduction 
policies is an existence of the colonial mindset among the administrators and ‗mai-baap‘ 
attitude of the masses. Even after 67 years of the independence and democratic form of the 
government, democracy in its true sense is not present in the Indian scene. Thus the policy 
framers have an attitude of charity rather than responsibility towards the poor masses. And 
the people on the other side believes that it is large heartedness of their masters rather than 
their right. This attitude strips the administration of any responsibility and accountability 
which is the basis of the success of any policy in a democratic framework. 

The above factors are for the absolute poverty, but a more dangerous and existing form is 
that of the relative poverty. IMF in its report has pointed that in the last 12 years, the number 
of billionaires in India has increased 15 times. And they have enough money to remove the 
poverty from India two times. In human development terms even poorer nations like 
Bangladesh ,whose per capita income is well below India‘s, has better record. This model of 
development has been referred as ‗Islands Of California in the sea of Africa‘ by Amratya Sen 
in his ‗ An Uncertain glory‘. Though the relative poverty is a bigger problem than absolute 
poverty, and the constitution via directive principle 38 envisages its removal, significant 
steps in this direction have not been taken. Another dimension of poverty from which nation 
is presently grappling is moral poverty. 

Once a British officer commented that he has seen no civilization as morally upright as India 
in same economic situation. He further added that in India even man of the extreme 
depravity will not think to dishonor a woman. Though the statement may be an 
exaggeration. But it is in tandem with Indian culture which teaches the virtue of spiritual 
satisfaction rather than materialistic satisfaction, and which gives status of a goddess to the 
woman. But the reality todays shows that India has moved far away from these teachings 
and unfortunately in the wrong direction. The Nirbhaya and Badun case, GII rank of India, 
the report which keeps India at the bottom of G20 countries regarding the security of 
woman are a and transparency international‘ report which put India at the bottom in the 
matters related to corruption are a testimony of the moral poverty of the Indians. And in the 
present scenario when the whole focus of the education system and society is towards the 
materialistic gain, the removal of this poverty is far more challenging than the other two. 
The removal of this poverty will require a total restructuring of the value system of the 
society. And this will require a change in the education system, child rearing practices and 
socialization. This require a long term and an ambitious policy which is as if now is absent 
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from the scene. An another poverty which is India of today is suffering can be regarded as 
the poverty of knowledge. 

Any nation does not become great because of any infrastructure but because of its human 
resources. And the efficacy of the human resource is decided by its knowledge. India‘s 
greatness in the ancient time was primarily due to the scientific knowledge of the nation. 
The institutes like Nalanda and Takshila were a proof of its knowledge superiority. But 
unfortunately the nation which gave algebra and geometric system to the world has no 
presence in the knowledge community of the world. Today no educational institute of India 
is even in the top 200 institutions of the world, and India‘s contribution to the scientific 
discoveries is virtually non exist ant. This can be attributed to the promotion of an 
educational system in the country with focus on only rote learning and no focus on 
knowledge generation. Thus policies for the improvement on the educational sectors have 
serious flaws in this direction. 

All the above described forms of the poverty should not been seen in isolation but one 
effecting the other. Thus India can‘t afford to take piece-meal approach but a comprehensive 
approach towards them. For eg: The absolute poverty which inhibits a child growth and do 
not allow proper education, predisposes him to a path of moral corruption also. This can be 
seen in an increase in juvenile delinquency and most, not all, of the children involved in 
these crimes are from the lower strata of the society.  
India can learn from the nations like Japan and China, the approach towards elimination of 
poverty. Japan after Meiji restoration embarked on the path of developing itself and its basic 
focus was on the education and health of its people. And China took a similar path in 1970s. 
And results are there for all to see. India also need to focus its approach towards health and 
education as the instruments to tackle poverty. 

Further the approach towards formulation and implementation of any policy must be 
bottom-up rather than top-down. This will ensure better participation and accountability. 
Here the examples of success of public health care and education systems in Tamilnadu and 
Kerala can act as models. 

Apart from this the policies should encourage more inclusive growth. This is only possible 
via growth of the sectors like agriculture and manufacturing. Unfortunately the agriculture 
sector which employs nearly 60 percent of the population has been neglected by the 
consecutive governments and its contribution to the GDP stands at a mere 14%. Similarly 
India‘s manufacturing suffered which can be a employment generator has not shown 
performance up to the mark. The 12th plan aims for a 4 percent growth in the agriculture 
sector and 10 percent in the manufacturing sector to achieve its aim of faster, sustainable and 
more inclusive growth. If this happens it will be the most sustainable poverty elevation 
programme. 

The policies should also be formed with an aim to get away with red tapism, this will 
encourage both efficiency and transparency. The use of information technology can be very 
useful is this direction. The efficient PDS system of Chattisgarh can be a motivation in this 
direction for others. 

The government has always taken steps and formed policies to take people outside the 
poverty. But its approach has been mainly constrained to the provision of food and housing. 
Though the efficacy of this approach in the condition when millions are suffering from 
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hunger can‘t be doubted. As Gandhi ji said that ‗For millions suffering with hunger, the god 
can‘t appear except in the form of bread‘. Thus talk of education, moral will be a futile 
exercise for an empty stomach. But at the same time this should not be the final aim of any 
poverty reduction policy. The final aim should be enable people to develop their potentiality 
and become the part of the development of the nation rather than being a dependent on it. 

The schemes like right to education, and MGNREGS can be regarded as positive steps in this 
direction. And their effective implementation will be a boost in the process of poverty 
removal. 

Further the enabling policies which focus on the human development will also help in 
harnessing the benefits of demographic dividend of the nation. If India is able to positively 
utilize this demographic dividend, it will become the workhouse of the world. But if it fails, 
India will be a home of a unemployment, and crimes. And it will depend on the policies of 
the government, which of the two courses India follow. 

Thus, it is not just important to succeed but it can be dangerous to fail. And this require the 
development of an education system which impart both knowledge and develops character. 

Concluding it can be said that the policies of the poverty reduction should be such that they 
take people out of the culture of poverty, and develop in them a will to works towards their 
own upliftment both monetary and spiritual. The role of the government should slowly shift 
towards being an enabler rather than a provider. As it is said employment is the best 
poverty reduction programme. And this should be the final motive of any policy. 

 

Topic 2: 

The quote captures aptly the importance of individuality. It candidly conveys a very strong 
reason for being oneself. One should strive to be oneself- for this is the way God intended it 
to be. There is no second choice. But what does it mean to ―be oneself‖? It means following 
one‘s heart, saying out loud what one believes in, following one‘s own ambition, and so on. 
One can excel in life only by realizing one‘s desires, talents, likes and dislikes, personality 
and above all values. And only then can societies and nations prosper. 

Why is it that we increasingly find it difficult to realize the importance of individuality? 
Why is it that certain societal institutions try to impose their views on people contrary to this 
ideal? How has this trend impacted the developmental course? In this essay we explore 
these questions. We would begin by understanding the importance of being oneself. We 
would then examine in what ways people are moving away from the individuality ideal 
followed by analysis of reasons responsible for this trend. In the subsequent sections we 
would see how this is impacting nations and the world at large. We would conclude this by 
suggesting how this trend can be reversed. 

To begin with, let‘s explore how children are discouraged from pursuing their interests and 
the impact of this trend. When a child is asked what she / he wants to become in life, one 
gets a myriad of answers ranging from dancer to singer, from engineer to doctor, from 
sportsperson to soldier, from architect to pilot and so on. But by the time he has to choose a 
degree course he finds himself surrounded by just two to three options. The result is 
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students pursuing degrees just for the sake of completing it and getting some job. This is 
followed by a lifetime of unsatisfactory professional life. Even in the premier institutes such 
as IITs and IIMs, we see people joining the rat race for hefty pay packages. The percentage of 
students who choose to pursue studies and later research has gone down drastically. And so 
are the number of research papers and international recognitions in the field of Science that 
Indian scientists of the likes of Hargobind Khurana and Jagdish Chandra Bose earned. 

Not only science, in many other fields we see a decline in excellence. Let‘s take music for e.g. 
Hindustani and Carnatic classical music had so many proponents excelling in varied styles 
of music. Today‘s contemporary music is reduced to just one kind- the one that gets more 
likes on YouTube. In the field of sports, our country excels in a handful of sports with the 
money attracting cricket occupying most of the eyeballs. We have not even been able to 
maintain our supremacy in our national game Hockey let alone medals in Olympics. Fields 
may change but the underlying reason remains children not being able to pursue careers in 
diverse fields. Next, we would look at the reasons that compel children to join the rat race 
and not pursue what they want to become. 

The basic reason is the increased importance given to money and fame- everything else has 
taken a back seat. The usual thinking of parents is which is the easiest and the least risk 
prone way to ensure that their ward is able to get high paying jobs. Their child‘s interest, 
talent, aptitude; everything takes the back seat. All they are concerned is how much marks 
their ward is scoring in science and maths. Even 99% seems to be a compromise! Driven by 
demand, the schools steer their syllabi away from music, sports and crafts in line with 
parental expectations. Colleges similarly focus their efforts towards placements, as that is 
what earns them more admissions. In this way the rat race gets institutionalized! 

Children not being allowed to pursue their passions is just one aspect to this issue- if we 
look around we‘ll find myriad of other occasions where people trying to be themselves face 
resistance. The debate on LGBT rights also revolves around the issue of denial of expression 
of one‘s individuality. It has been scientifically proven that sexual orientation is biologically 
determined, yet our society continues to roll eyes upon finding someone being gay. The 
Supreme Court verdict on article 377 has furthered this disappointing state of affairs. The 
very court that interpreted article 19 of our constitution (fundamental right to freedom of 
speech and expression) so liberally missed an opportunity to end the curb placed by this 
article on individuality of certain people. Imagine the trauma that a person undergoes when 
he cannot be open about what his sexual orientation is and has to live a pretentious life. 
These prejudices have forced the transsexual community into living into ghettoes and living 
a life of unending misery. Imagine their grief upon seeing just male/female option in every 
other form that they need to fill to avail any facility. 

It is ironical how the very land that used to take pride in being a tolerant society and gave 
the concept of ‗aham brahmasmi‘ (core of my being is the ultimate reality) has become so 
intolerant that it is suffocating those who want to express their individuality beyond the 
miniscule circumference of normality. Women wearing modern clothes are looked down 
upon and are blamed for ―calling for‖ being raped. Government is every now and then 
forced to ban this book or that movie in the name of ―hurting the sentiments‖ of some 
community. 

Moving beyond personal individuality, nation-states also tend to behave contrary to their 
traditional world view- often under the influence of more powerful nations. Formations of 
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twin power blocs in the cold war era is one such example when nations mindlessly joined 
one or the other blocs without realizing how this is a recipe to War. It is fortunate that India 
stood the ground and paved way for the Non-aligned movement. Even today, while taking 
a stand on international issues- be it climate change or protection of global commons, 
countries are compelled to tow the line of other more powerful nations rather than keeping 
their individual viewpoint for consideration. It is due to this collective apathy that global 
commons get reduced to properties of few nations (e.g. the Arctic council) and wars are 
waged by developed nations in the name of one thing or the other (e.g. Afghanistan, Iraq) 
which becomes the bedrock of the menace of terrorism. 

Human life starts from a single pluripotent cell, which eventually gets differentiated to give 
birth to thousands of types of cells forming various tissues and organs. Individuality of each 
cell and decision each cell takes (influenced by growth factors) to turn into another cell type 
is so important to give birth to a normal healthy body. Nature has its own methods. And we 
continue to put hurdles in the natural course due to the veil of ignorance cast upon by our 
greed for money, fear of what would people would say and obsolete norms that society has 
set for normalcy. It is only logical to break these norms to pave way to a more tolerant and 
vibrant world where every individual has a place for. 

 

Topic 1: 

Man is a social animal. He needs friends for company and to enrich his life. Still, if a person 
has books in his room, then he can delve into a world of knowledge entirely on his own. He 
need not be dependent upon any physical person to spend his time with. Rather, what is 
written in the books make him aware, keep him busy and give meaning to his life. Infact, a 
good book may rivet his attention so much, that he may actually prefer reading it than doing 
other activities for which he may need to depend on his friends! So, books become his close 
friends- the ones from where he gains knowledge and enriches his life. No wonder it is often 
very rightly said- "Books are a man's best friends"! 

Books have been written since centuries. Every culture in the world has diverse things to be 
written about and stored for generations ahead. Books capture not just history, geography, 
politics, culture, science, technology and various subject matter. They also imbibe the 
essence of life in them by encompassing human emotions, inspiration, motivation, ethics, 
philosophy and touch the deepest parts of our soul by stirring our emotions. We start 
thinking in new dimensions or start feeling strongly about issues by reading the right books. 
Indeed, if our bodies need physical food to survive day after day, our souls need 
enlightenment, knowledge and the right 'food for thought' to live a fulfilling life. 

Maslow's Need-Hierarchy theory talks about fulfilling our basic physiological needs (food, 
housing, clothes, sex etc.) first. Then we go for fulfilling higher needs like respectability in 
society and self-actualisation. To climb up this hierarchical ladder successfully, books hold 
the key as they open the floodgates of possibilities in life. No doubt hard work, practical 
knowledge and experience play a pivotal role in shaping our life journey. Yet, a well-read 
person is always wiser and holds the edge compared to vast swathes of people who have 
not read much. Such a person learns from historical mistakes, from mistakes of others, from 
other people's inspirational life stories and goes on to not commit such mistakes in his own 
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life, to carve a successful path from the start or to get inspired and achieve greater things in 
life. 

Novels, self-help books, mythologies, biographies, comics, classics, subject books, 
magazines, journals- each of these enrich people reading them, make them better informed 
and better assets for growth of economy, society and humanity as a whole. Without books, 
the world would indeed be in the 'Dark Ages'- for, the light of knowledge would not spread 
across humanity to improve every human's life. Humanity would not have crossed from the 
Agricultural Revolution to the Industrial, Medical and Information Revolutions. Even now, 
there are several tribes in the world which remain isolated and un-exposed to the 
improvements in the world e.g. primitive tribal groups like Jarawas, Kondhs etc. in India; 
Bedouins, Eskimos, Pygmies etc. around the world. Lately, medicine and some other 
modern things/facilities may have reached them, yet till education reaches them they would 
be limited within their shells. 'Human Development Index' of countries thus have literacy 
level as a major component, apart from per capita income and life expectancy in years. 

 
Having dwelled upon the importance of books in shaping aware, intelligent, broad-minded, 
empathetic citizens of the world, it is also necessary to consider the accessibility of books to 
all so that all people can equally gain knowledge and develop themselves to their full 
potential. In this light, vulnerable groups in society such as persons with disabilities, 
economically weaker sections, educationally and socially backward people etc. must be 
given special importance. International efforts in this direction such as Marrakesh 
Agreement are praiseworthy.  

According to it, member countries can freely get access to books printed in Braille for benefit 
of blind people, can translate it to local languages and spread such books across borders by 
joining hands with NGOs working in the field. India has become the first country to ratify it. 
When nineteen other countries ratify it, then this treaty will become operational and open 
doors to a world of knowledge for millions of visually impaired people across the world.  

Also, Government of India is implementing several schemes for building a knowledge 
society in India such as National Libraries Mission, National Archives Mission, Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan (primary education for children between age six to fourteen), National 
Literacy Mission, Adult education schemes and so on. The aim remains to give basic reading 
and writing skills, so that people can then use state libraries, internet and so on to get access 
to more books, e-books and information. The curious mind knows no limits. Once the mind 
is ignited, it can go on to achieve wonders. Only an initiation to books fuels children in 
remotest schools to read more and achieve more in life. 

Also, as there is no age limit to the gaining of knowledge, many people keep reading books 
throughout their lives. Age is but a number. A man will finally be judged on the basis of his 
knowledge, skill, values and ethics- all of which can be continuously improved by reading 
more and more worthy books. Like a jeweler polishes his diamonds, a person can polish his 
personality by reading good books. In several cultures, knowledge is held as the top-most 
priority in life. So also in India, a person‘s collection of books and his understanding of 
diverse topics shows him to be an erudite individual of society.  

Often homes in India have cupboards, shelves and libraries full of books- which have been 
passed on since generations. Books have been carefully preserved so that future generations 
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can also enrich themselves. When guests visit others‘ homes, they form an immediate 
impression about the host based on his collection of books which acts like a signature of his 
personality. 

However, one must also realise that only bookish knowledge will not shape his personality 
in the best way. He must also be outgoing in life to build a balanced personality by 
socializing with people, exercising enough for good health and building lasting relationships 
with family and friends. Books must act not as the centre-stage of life, but as the enabler of a 
balanced, fulfilling and value-based life. 

Therefore, an individual must have enough good books which can help him become 
knowledgeable, form balanced opinions and inculcate good values in life like honesty, 
integrity, discipline, empathy, humility, never-say-die attitude and so on, in his living space. 
This will not only help achieve national goals of high GDP growth and socio-economic 
prosperity of the country, but also help the individual reach the higher personal objectives of 
realization of the meaning of life and power of the soul, self-actualisation and fullest 
possible progress of the individual. Through such realization, man can channelize his 
endless energy for the maximum progress of mankind. 

 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Fifteen (13th July 2014) 

Topic:  1) Scientific Research and Development and the Role of the Government 
(Reference) 

2) Crimes Against Women in India (Reference-1, Reference-2, Reference-3) 

Essay: 

Scientific Research and Development and the Role of the Government 

Man has been a curious being by nature. Starting from the discovery of fire, to invention of 
the revolutionary wheel, and then slowly progressing through Agricultural, Industrial, 
Medical and Technological Revolutions, mankind has reached a highly advanced stage of 
development today. His curiosity since time immemorial, has led him to unceasingly 
discover newer scientific principles behind natural phenomena and their application in daily 
life to make it smoother. 

In fact, mankind has progressed so much today that one of our satellites called Voyager has 
reached inter-galactic space having crossed the boundary of our solar system; 4D Printing 
has emerged, by which materials will adapt themselves to environment through coded 
algorithms meaning a significant step ahead of even 3D Printing; a chip can today be a 
contraceptive by releasing hormones to prevent pregnancy; our brain signals can trigger 
special glasses called Google glasses to click a picture and upload to our networking sites; 
driverless cars can drive us around in hassle-free way and so many millions of such 
revolutionary changes have occurred and keep occurring each day. 

http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/themes/chemistry/karle/
http://ncrb.gov.in/CD-CII2012/cii-2012/Chapter%205.pdf
http://www.countercurrents.org/ranjan300113.htm
http://164.100.47.134/intranet/Crimeagainstwomen.pdf
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Undoubtedly, development of science and technology (S&T) has helped mankind reach this 
unimaginably progressive stage of life. And what sustains newer and newer S&T 
innovations each passing day, is pumping resources into research and development (R&D) 
by the nations of the world. R&D means highly-skilled technical manpower like scientists, 
researchers etc. would work in well-developed laboratories to discover newer solutions to 
man's problems regarding health, infrastructure, connectivity, green technologies and so on, 
plus harness resources of the earth in the most efficient, safe and productive ways. Without 
R&D, mankind would not have achieved all the mind-boggling progresses that it has and 
neither solutions to thousands of existent and emerging problems of a rapidly changing 
world would be achieved. 

Mainly there are two ways by which scientific R&D occurs in the world- private companies 
funded R&D and government funded scientific R&D. The primary differences between the 
two lie in the motives and areas of such funding. While private companies mainly fund R&D 
to maximise profits so that they can get patents and gain more by their inventions, 
government and other NGO funded R&D (such a s Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Rockefeller Foundation etc.) mainly focus on funding R&D with eye for maximum benefit of 
society, so that best and cheapest solutions to man's problems can be found which will 
benefit especially the poorest and marginalised sections of our 7 billion plus world 
population. 

For instance, private companies especially in developed countries have been making 
immense investments in pharma, technology, robotics, green technology etc. which have no 
doubt benefitted all people in the world, albeit at higher costs while the technology transfer 
takes place or patent periods continue. Profits for a long time are their driving force for such 
investment. Meanwhile especially developing countries' governments have invested in 
larger social benefit scientific R&D such as defence (DRDO of India has come up with many 
civilian uses like bio-toilets, night vision devices etc.), space (Cheap satellite technology by 
ISRO has made several satellites from world over to be launched by ISRO involved in 
weather prediction,communication etc.), vaccines (indigenous vaccines for Encephalitis etc. 
have been developed by Indian/Chinese scientists) , infrastructure (safety by railway 
signalling systems etc.), clean water detection (e.g. Indian Government agencies have 
recently come up with very cheap chemical toolkit to detect if water sample has fluoride in 
it) and so on. Developed countries' government funded R&D is also substantial especially in 
space technology and medicine e.g. NASA, ESA, CDC (Centre for Disease Control in USA) 
etc. 

Having said thus, however, no scientific R&D by any source can be undermined, as 
ultimately mankind benefits from all such efforts. Yet, role of government funding in R&D 
becomes more essential for incrementally lower-cost benefits to accrue equitably throughout 
the world. In this context, several issues in government funding scientific R&D across 
nations need to be analysed. Firstly, funds with governments is in short supply especially in 
developing and less developed countries. They spend only 1 to 2% of GDP in research. 
Secondly, manpower availability is a problem across the world. In developed countries, 
populations are aging and their immense facilities remain underutilised. Meanwhile, 
developing countries are unable to invest in world-class technical/scientific institutions to 
develop scientific potential to full ability. Yet, the scientific manpower that does get built up 
in developing countries often leave for developed countries due to better facilities, 
recognition and earnings. Thirdly, international limitations on countries often bind their 
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R&D capabilities in specific fields. e.g. Iran wants to develop nuclear energy for peaceful 
purposes yet its hands are tied by untrusting greater powers of the world. 

Yet, due to the pivotal role of government in R&D for sustainable development in a world 
plagued by human illnesses, poverty, tech transfer disagreements by North to South 
countries, climate change and impending destruction of our planet, all above issues with 
government R&D must be overcome. The governments must not only fund its own R&D 
institutions for conducting ground-breaking research by increasing allocation to R&D in 
their budgets, but they must also act as the foremost facilitator for private sector investment 
in R&D. Through tax incentives, depreciation benefits, providing resources like land etc. the 
government can significantly augment private companies' or foundations' R&D. Also, 
governments must jointly undertake research with private companies for betterment of 
human civilisation as a whole. 

The globalised world of today offers international collaborations in scientific R&D and these 
must be utilised to the hilt such as exchange programmes of research scholars, joint research 
papers, easier communication by Skype/Internet , global fellowships for scientific scholars, 
setting up funds like India Innovation Fund etc. Developed and developing countries' 
governments must bridge gaps. e.g. Indo-US collaboration on science and defence, Indo-
Israel efforts in harnessing sustainable agricultural technologies etc. Products coming from 
such reasearch may be hundreds of times cheaper and would be advantageous to mankind 
as a whole. International awards like Longitude Prize which include finding answers to 
combating world problems like antibiotic resistance, ensuring clean water/nutritious food 
to all, carbon emission free travel by airplanes etc. give a boost to scientific R&D inititated by 
UK Government. 

Therefore, the need of the hour is for governments throughout the world to collaborate and 
solve mankind's collective problems through scientific R&D. World needs sustainable 
development now. Mankind's rapid progress has made climate change a reality. Yet S&T 
research holds the key to temper effects of this dangerous phenomenon. Nothing is more 
important than Planet Earth's survival for our future as a whole. Role of government is the 
most valuable in this direction, in an ever more inter-connected global village that the world 
is today. 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Sixteen (20th July 2014) 

Topic:  1) ―The best of mankind is a farmer; the best food is fruit.‖ –  Ethiopia 

2) Are Social Networking Sites Good For Society? Comment. 

Essay: 

Man is by nature a social animal. Civilization is response of this virtue. In this era, society 
has advanced so much that people find little time to interact with their loved ones. Life has 
become very busy or seems very busy. Old interactions among people on chaupals, in 
festivals and in marriages have reduced. ―Knowledge is wealth‖. Man is using his 
knowledge to make his life comfortable and full fill his dreams. 

Social Networking sites are the outcome of the desire of the man to connect with the friends, 
relatives, colleagues in this busy life. The social networking sites become so integral part of 
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human life that for many life seem impossible without it. Children, adults rush to their cell 
phone in the morning to check out the messages on social networking sites before seeing 
their parent faces. This much has been the influence of the social networking sites. So, what 
are these social networking sites, How did these sites gain so much importance in the lives 
of people and how do they affect the society as a whole, are few natural questions to come in 
mind. 

Social networking sites are online platforms where people can connect to each other, can 
share their personal information such as photos, videos, etc. These sites have become venues 
where people can share emotions, challenge each other‘s views, can support a common 
cause etc. Facebook, Twitter, Myspace, Orkut are few famous social networking sites. 
Facebook has more than 500 million active users. This number assumes significance where 
internet penetration is so low in developing and least developing countries. More and more 
people can be expected on social networking sites in future. 

These sites have gained importance in last two decades only. In the era of globalization 
world has become very dynamic. Technology is changing with every increasing pace. In this 
environment, work culture has become very challenging and demanding. People have to 
keep themselves up to date with the latest developments and changes happening in 
academic as well as industry level to keep themselves employable. In the era of out-sourcing 
people are working in different time zones and find little common time to spend with their 
families. The rising cost of living forced people to migrate more and more to find better 
paying jobs so that they can raise the standard of their lives. In this race of betterment, 
people turn towards social networking sites to connect to their loved ones. 

Social Networking sites are influencing the society inside out. The information 
dissemination from these sites is immense and a global village is in development. The 
process of democratization has expedited with the help of social networking sites. 

The Arab uprising, Shahbaag case, India Against corruption movement, Nirbhaya case are a 
few examples which could manage to mobilize people just because of social networking 
sites. People are able to make their elected representatives to hear their voices and demands 
using these sites. The Criminal Amendment Act 2013 is a example of this. This platform has 
increased the process democratization and making people aware about their rights. This rate 
of increase is healthy trend for the society. Political leaders are using these sites to connect 
with the people. Most of the political leaders are on twitter and Facebook. Through these 
sites they let people informed about their activities and opinions on different issues. This 
medium has replaced the physical interaction to a great extent. 

Social networking sites not only fulfill the demand of the people to connect with the people 
but also provide a tool to market their products and to find employment. Many companies 
are using these sites to promote their business and products. This is one of the cheapest 
medium to market the products and hence, corporate can maximize their profits and in turn, 
can contribute to country‘s tax revenue. The concept working from home has gained 
currency in recent era. People making many applications from home for these sites and are 
getting paid without moving outside. This concept is very useful for the house wives and 
disabled, who want to stay home yet remain employed. Even outsourcing through these 
sites has become easy as it does not require VISA. This economic aspect of these sites is 
proving very fruitful for all the sections of the society. 
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Social networking sites have reduced the physical distances to one room‘s length. Now, 
people need to not to travel thousands of miles to meet their parents, wife, siblings, relatives 
etc. Most the sites provide audio-video chat option which feels like talking with each other 
without any barriers. This has reduced the fuel consumption on travelling and increased the 
disposable income in the hands of the individuals. The disposable income is invested in 
economy back as personal savings and increase the growth rate which helps the whole 
society to raise its standard of living and reduce poverty. 

Swami Vivekanand has aptly said, ―Knowledge is the best tool to change the world‖. Social 
networking sites are also useful in education sector. Many open source organizations such as 
KHAN academy share their educational tutorials on these sites from which many people 
benefited. On the other hand this saves paper and help to keep the planet healthy and green. 
These initiatives have made people more educated and world a better living place.  
One aspect of these sites can be found in health sector. People find these sites useful to 
relieve from their stress. The stress level in today‘s working culture has increased many 
folds and sharing the emotions with the people definitely provides relief. 

These sites have blurred the physical boundaries of the nations. Huge number of people is 
getting acquainted about each other‘s countries. This is promoting harmony in the nations 
and boosting international corporations. So in a sense, these sites also benefitting the society 
by promoting international peace. 

Social networking sites have become essential part of life but not without reason. People are 
appreciating the positive features of these websites. But every technology has its darker side 
as well and social networking sites are no exception. 

People are sharing their personal information on these sites which in this digital era can be 
misused. The operation PRISM of USA, NETRA of India are monitoring the personal data of 
the people. This is gross violation of the right to privacy. The justification is that the data is 
used to thwart any terrorist activities. It is true to an extent but such a large scale operation 
as PRISM cannot justify that act when wikileaks exposed the hollow claims. The snooping 
on political leaders, opposition parties, rival business corporations are few examples of 
misuse of the information collected from the servers of these websites. 

In addition to that, most of the servers of these websites are located in developed countries 
specifically USA. Under government pressure and monetary and political incentives the 
personal data are being shared with government organizations. This data is used to predict 
the stand of other nations in important summits like UN, G20, G77 etc., to know the business 
strategies of rival nation‘s companies etc. Moreover the information is used to study the 
human behavior and demands which gives undue advantage to MNCs of those nations to 
predict consumer behavior. 

Social networking sites have flamed the problem of isolation in teenagers. They spend lot of 
time on these sites and remain in virtual world. This hampers the growth of their social 
aspect. Many suicide cases are coming in the picture where love and break-up both happen 
on these social networking sites. Human traffickers are using these website to lure the young 
children on the pretext of lucrative job offers or other incentives. 

Cyber crime has got shot in arm with the coming of these websites. The criminals can get the 
information about their targets easily with the help of these sites. Hacking of the personal 
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pictures and videos and then, blackmailing has become a routine problem. The pictures are 
morphed and put on the pornographic sites. Many terrorist organizations are using these 
sites for their recruitment purpose also. They find the people who can be readily amenable 
towards their cause with their behavior on these sites. 

As the benefits of the social networking sites are many as the disadvantages also. But these 
advantages outweigh the disadvantages. The darker side of these sites can be tamed with 
international corporation and user awareness. People should avoid sharing too intimate 
photos, videos and personal information. Also, parents should prevent their teenager 
children to go online on these sites and make them aware about the potential danger of these 
sites. Instead parents should take them to play physical games with the children of their 
locality. It will develop the children holistically. 

The breach of privacy can only be prevented with the international corporation. 
International rules on internet governance should be adhered by all the countries and there 
should be strict provisions for violation of these rules. Developed countries should take lead 
in this front as they have required technology and man power to curb the menace. 

Social networking sites can be very helpful for the societies if used judiciously and 
rationally. Every technology has two sides. It depend on us which side we want to use. The 
concept has its advantage and this only made it so popular among masses. We should 
harness it for betterment of the society. I will end with a quote from Nelson Mandela, ‖A 
good head and good heart is always formidable combination‖. 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Seventeen (27th July 2014) 

Topic:  1) Does Indian Cinema Shape Our Popular Culture or Merely Reflect it? (CSE 
2011) 

2) Geography May Remain the Same; History Need Not (CSE 2010) 

Essay: 

Does Indian Cinema Shape Our Popular Culture or Merely Reflect it? 

Created in the middle of 20th century, cinema is by far the worlds most complex, 
collaborative and costly form of art. It has an innate ability to move its viewers with a web of 
emotions, in a short span of time and make them attain a perspective different from before 
the view. Started off as a cheap source of entertainment, over the years, cinema‘s 
contribution to the life - of a layman in a society to a high flying businessman – and the 
society‘s contribution to cinema has attained newer dimensions, making one question the 
relation between the two. 
Though India might have been a late starter in terms of modern economic and social 
development, its tryst with cinema was as per contemporary events and today has emerged 
as the producer of the largest number of films per annum. The fact that India is the biggest 
democracy yet to attain full maturity – whose masses r still ruled by sentiments more than 
economic or political logic - and the heterogeneous character of its democracy – with scores 
of languages and regional distinctiveness – make this relation more complicated . 
Indian cinema – be it of any regional language, began with the portrayal of popular cultures 
– local folklores or the national heroes in mythological stories woven around the societal 
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belief of goodness triumphing over the evil. Art - in the form of paintings, sculptures, music 
- and literature have been an indispensable part of the composite Indian culture since ages 
and this richness helped contemporary artistes in the 1950s to display existing ideas and 
thoughts into moving pictures or movies. Though the moral values of mythology depicted 
in such fashion urged the viewers to follow the path of truth with perseverance, it never 
bolstered the social culture to change accordingly - as the society did not turn on to 
monarchical system or started wearing fanciful and scintillating outfits. This tradition - of 
existing present situation impacting the storyline – continued for decades – like the movies 
in 60s (purabaurpaschim, mother indiaetc) - depicted patriotic heroes glorifying our 
traditions and struggles against the newly introduced western thoughts in the country. 
Interestingly, the powerful performances of the artistes in such roles were had such a firm 
footprint in the young minds of the time that it led to the start of reciprocity in the relation 
between cinema and culture – now cinema began to play a role in the latter, with the 
artistes‘ way of dressing to actions found a resonance in the minds of a fledgling democracy 
trying to get its ground against formidable western nations and rapidly spreading ideas like 
imperialism. 
The relation of equal reciprocity continued right upto the end of 1980s. Script writers 
contemplated on the pressing issues facing the nation - be it corrupt politicians or prevailing 
bane of government regulation of the economy or simply the helplessness of a common 
citizen. The disabled actor reflected the popular perceptions about disability while women 
adorned in beautiful sarees – docile obedient and sacrificing – an expression of prevailing 
view about an ideal Indian woman. In almost all movies made in Hindi, a quintessential 
hero would fight the malicious intent of the villains who could be merciless industrialist to a 
power hungry politico, and end up victorious – sweeping its audience with a fleeting 
emotion of joy and success. It helped the poor but hard working school teacher to transcend 
his daily woes into a world of a just society where his hard work is rewarded aptly while his 
son would be enthralled to the beauty of the female actor and try to imitate the ways of the 
hero to impress upon his peers in real life, his energy finding an expression in the ways of 
―the angry young man‖. Slowly but surely, the passionate Indian populace got exposed to 
the modern avatar of hero worshiping – the lifestyle of the famous actors became topic of 
contemporary debate and films affecting our daily life in a significant way, most significant 
being in the way of dressing. However, owing to India‘s protectionist import policy at that 
time made sure this reach was limited in scope and so for most of its poor masses who could 
not afford their hero‘s materialistic aspect, felt content in copying his hairstyle or voice.  
The 90s was a watershed decade for Indian cinema. The henceforth liberal policies adopted 
by the government brought the world of movies into our drawing rooms. Consumerism got 
a boost and so did the impact of cinema on our lives. Probably as a product of interface with 
a strong wave of globalization that glorified western ideas on food to clothing, our cultural 
world, with its unique and varied take on life faced an upheaval and the result was the birth 
of conflicting ideas – while there were some who wanted to stay true to the roots – the 
conservationists – there were many who welcomed the changes with a blind eye – thinking 
it to be all beneficiary. This period of cultural turmoil got reflected in our movies – they lost 
touch with the problems of common citizens and limited themselves to mundane storylines 
based on love between young minds and their tribulations. Often the depiction of the female 
role echoed western sensibilities; beauty was commodified as per the latest rock chick 
regalia in the West though Indian ethos that included family values, traditional and 
orthodox views of female sexuality also prevailed. . Heroes were valorous but instead of 
dealing with pressing issues of society, they fought lecherous villains for their love. 
Gradually, , Indian Cinema has nudged hip-hop dances into the social functions and 
ceremonies - simultaneously drifting Dandia and other folk dances away from the culture 
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that once adorned our society on a day-to-day basis.  
Thus by the end of twentieth century, the balance seemed to tilt in favour of the cinema, for 
it started to bear a stronger influence on our culture, be it our music, dance or food. There 
was nothing new for the audience to ponder upon – except for the fashion probably – and 
nothing which could stimulate young minds in a positive way. In an adverse, acts like 
stalking women or eve teasing was seen being performed by the hero to win over his 
women and one might argue that for a patriarchal country like India inhabited by illiterate 
masses, such songs and plays affected women safety. This may be true in some cases, given 
the fact that India has a history of hero worshipping – be it popular culture or movies- but to 
call it as the only reason – would be stretching the matter too far. In fact, this debate of 
movies influencing our popular consciousness started from this time and exists even today. 
The major bone of contention has been the portrayal of violence and women in films and 
their effect on our culture. 
Conservationists argue that modern cinema promotes consumerism instead of moral values 
like respect for kin in joint families, that violence against women is a consequence of vulgar 
clothes and songs in movies and lament the fact that it is impossible to keep young minds 
away from such movies in the internet age. However, if one ponders keenly, would find that 
issues like violence against women prevailed even before cinemas got introduced in or 
culture- be it in the form of polygamy or sati or child marriage. Orthodox values based on a 
biased gender view against women – whose role is relegated household chores and family 
rearing – are against individual liberty which have been upheld by traditions long back and 
need not be continued for traditional namesake. True, portrayal of women in suggestive 
gestures and standardizing her appearance is equally wrong but they have to be dealt with 
maturity – spreading awareness, shunning such songs and making our girls realize its 
pitfalls which would need an active role of parents and teachers. Already, many in the 
movie industry has started experimenting female centric stories, that go against 
stereotypical valuation of women and have been commercial hits. As more filmmakers 
realize the importance in a cinema loving society like India, one can be hopeful of a 
changing trend. 
New age cinema makers have also taken note of reports where cinema has been blamed of 
causing death of children trying to copy stunts by their favorite heroes or how violence in 
action movies affect teenagers or that smoking gets glorified by portrayal of protagonists. 
While they argue such scenes r necessary for artistic creativity and such criticism 
demonstrates dual standards of our society – where drinking and smoking is followed by 
large sections of society; the truth lays someone in between. Given the immense impact 
cinema has on our society, cinemakers have to be careful of what they portray and at the 
same time prohibiting such display suffocates a story of its theme and goes against the basic 
tenets of freedom of speech and expression. Empathizing the dual needs of society and 
cinema, the government hs institutionalized certification of commercial movies, that grades 
movies as per its desired audience as well as carries a warning before any dangerous stunt 
or act.  
Though cinema in India has touched almost every aspect of our lives today, redefined the 
ways we think and view this world – be it our opinion on marriages or citizens role in 
demanding justice , there r many areas which have hitherto remained unexplored by our 
moviemakers. Issues like disability rights, climate change and female infoeticide need to be 
dealt extensively. These r issues where cinema has gone the stereotypical way, weary of 
taking a strong stand – it is here that the confluence of cinema ad culture is maximum, with 
the former reflecting existing prejudices.  
Culture is a dynamic entity and its composition is under constant change – be it from cinema 
or ay form of art. How such change affects the composition of a society – should be matter of 
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informed debate. With cinema influencing our culture in a big way, one would do well to 
use this opportunity to scourge our culture of its ill effects – the traditional treatment 
towards the marginalized of our society - dalits, women, disabled - instead of prodding over 
the everlasting debate on cinema shaping our culture or vice versa. 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Eighteen (03rd August 2014) 

Topic:  Judiciary In India – Its Role In Safeguarding Democracy 

Essay: 

As Abraham Lincoln famously put it, ―democracy is the government of the people, by the 
people and for the people‖. That means in a democracy people gives to themselves the rules 
for their social, political and economic life. They also make institutions to frame, apply and 
safeguard these rules. 

In most of the modern democracies, these institutions are: the legislature, the executive and 
the judiciary. Legislature frames the laws, Executive administers the laws, and judiciary 
upholds these laws against infringement by both the State and the citizen. These three 
branches of government are usually arranged in accordance with Montesque‘s theory of 
separation of powers. 

Montesque developed his theory by studying the British Parliamentary model of democracy. 
According to him, for a really democratic government, these three branches should be 
separate from each-other. Every democracy, both Parliamentary and Presidential, adopts 
Montesque‘s model, but with some modifications to suit themselves. 

It is now understood that these branches cannot be watertight compartments. Such an 
absolute separation is not only impractical, but also detrimental to democracy. This is so 
because, in such absolute separation, the three branches will clash with each other for 
dominance. Such a clash would result in one of the branches dominating the other two, or a 
policy logjam. So, realistically, these three branches will have some interdependence in the 
top-end, and one branch will dominate others at least a little. For example, it is famously 
said that ―the British Parliament can do everything, but make a man a woman and a woman 
a man‖. To moderate such tendencies, the idea of Constitutionalism was brought in. It 
introduced ‗checks and balances‘ under an over-arching law. 

The idea here is that of a ‗basic law‘. The people of a democratic state, in their birth as a 
democracy, give themselves a set of general principles that should govern the conduct of all 
the three branches. This basic law often contains ‗a bill of rights‘ available to the citizens 
against the government. Though the legislature can change it, the procedure to change this 
‗basic law‘ is intentionally made difficult. And, Judiciary is entrusted with upholding this 
basic law. 

So we can see that the functions of Judiciary in a democracy, is to:one, uphold the 
constitution, two, to adjudicate the laws framed by legislature, three, test those laws against 
the basic law, four, to safeguard the rights of citizens against the state. Any activity beyond 
this original scope can be called ‗judicial overreach‘. 
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As in any other democracy, these are the functions that Indian judiciary performs. However, 
there are some necessary riders to these functions, on account of reasons specific to India. 
These we will deal later. 

Now we will asses the performance of Indian judiciary as a democratic institution. It should 
be remembered that a democratic institution safeguards democracy by doing its assigned 
job and not encroaching into others domain, though in exceptional situations such 
interference may be necessary. These also, we will discuss. 

India has a ‗unified judiciary‘. That is, the state and union laws are adjudicated by the same 
system of courts. Supreme Court is at apex of that system. So to asses the performance of 
judiciary, it will suffice to assess the performance of the SC. However, we will be dealing 
with lower courts tangentially. 

The SC has rightly been dubbed ‗the watch dog of Indian constitution‘. When an executive 
action flouts the Constitution, the SC steps in to protect the Constitution. 

In the S R Bommai case SC found that the authority of the president to remove a State 
Governor is not absolute. It established that any executive action is subject to the test of 
malafide(bad intention), absurdity, and due process. More recently, in the Bhullar case it has 
ruled that ‗executive clemency‘ provision does not provide total discretion to the executive. 
Instead, the exercise of clemency should be fair and with in a reasonable time. By fairness, it 
means that the yard-sticks applied to every case should be equal. In the Shah Bano, Daniel 
Latifi and Iqbal Bano cases it clearly established that the spirit of common justice and 
common civil law are the guiding principles of constitutionalism in India. 

It has done admirably well in guarding against the abuse of constitution by other arms, 
especially the legislature. It is poignant to note here, that the top-executives are not only 
responsible to legislature, but also are legislators themselves. In the IndraSawhney case, the 
court did accept the amendment to Article 15, but imposed important caveats. It introduced 
the principle of ‗creamy layer‘ concept and recognized the 50% cap propounded in Balaji 
case. 

But the most important of these judicial phenomena, is the KeshavanandaBharathi case. 
Here, the 13 member constitution bench of the SC, evolved the concept of ‗Basic structure of 
Constitution‘. It reasoned that ‗constituent power‘ and ‗amending power‘ are two different 
things, and the Indian Parliament has only amending power. So if it tries to bring changes 
that are beyond amending, then they may be constitutive, which is ultra vires its Power. 
What ever amendment that changes the ‗basic structure‘ is constitutive, and the SC alone has 
the right to decide what ‗basic structure‘ is. The court declared that the ‗basic structure‘ was 
a dynamic concept, thus leaving enough leg-room for itself, in future. It has since been 
established that Federalism, independence of judiciary and Fundamental Rights are all part 
of basic structure. The SC has since used and upheld this doctrine in, Minerva Mills and I R 
Coelho cases and many others. 

This is the same doctrine that serves to test any law that is contrary to the basic law. If a 
common law is found to be in violation of constitution, it is struck down without any 
difficulty. Many colonial era laws have been extinguished via that route. But, if it is an 
amendment or a constitutional device like the 9th schedule that is in question, then the ‗basic 
structure‘ is called upon, and the law survives or perishes accordingly. 
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Now let us examine the court‘s adjudication of laws enacted by the Parliament. The lower 
courts are charged with this function mostly, with appeals lying to the higher courts. Lately 
cases have arose where the incompetence and corruption in lower judiciary has been 
exposed. A journalist once succeeded in procuring an arrest warrant against one 
AvulPakkeerJalaluddin Abdul Kalam, from a magistrate. APJ Abdul Kalam was the then 
president of India! We will deal with the corruption in judiciary in detail, later. But, on the 
whole, Indian judiciary has done admirably well in adjudicating the law of the land. The fact 
that, of the three arms of government, the public reposes most faith in the judiciary, stands 
witness to that. 

The SC has also endeavored to harmonize ‗law‘ and ‗justice‘ when they are in apparent 
disharmony. The legislative over-ruled the Shah Bano judgment. Then the court used deft 
judicial interpretation of the same law to provide ‗justice‘. Thus the Daniel Latifi and Iqbal 
Bano cases, went contrary to the legislative intention, but in the interests of justice. 

Coming to safe guarding fundamental rights, its interpretations have been dynamic. In the 
ADM Jabalpur case, it held that ‗habeus corpus‘ is not available during emergencies. Even 
before that, the A K Gopalan and Satvant Singh judgments had been very ‗positivist‘ and 
validated the ‗procedure established by law‘. It effectively meant that any fundamental right 
can be taken away, if there is a legally established procedure and that procedure has been 
adhered to. Courts would not test if the law is fair, just and reasonable. 

The situation dramatically changed in Maneka Gandhi case. The laws from now on would 
be tested for their fairness and reasonableness. The ‗procedure established…‘ acquired the 
meaning of ‗due process of law‘(Bachhan Singh case). That means fundamental rights 
cannot be taken away by arbitrary legislative action any more.  
Coupled with the ruling that the ‗Golden triangle‘ of Fundamental Rights (Articles 14,19, 
and 21) is a basic feature, the courts have now assured fundamental rights for the citizens. 
In the Olga Tellis case, the SC interpreted the statutes to include ‗second generation rights‘ 
like housing, water etc. 

So far we saw, the positive aspects of Indian judiciary, as a democratic institution. We saw, 
that it has been generally a success in all the four assigned functions. Now we are going to 
see if it has crossed its mandate, thus undermining democracy. Such encroachment is called 
Judicial Activism or Judicial overreach. We will also see the systemic issues of judiciary 
itself. 

In S R Bommai, the court encroached into exclusive executive territory. Governor is an agent 
of the Union, and Union having the power to dismiss governor ‗at pleasure‘ is a corner stone 
of the unitary bias in our federal system. It also alluded to concepts of due process, which 
was patently absent in the constitution. 

The judgment in the Bhullar case applied this doctrine to vitiate the explicit power granted 
to executive, to over-power judicial pronouncements in criminal cases. The reasoning is that 
in a democracy, people are the ultimate power. An elected executive is thus more 
representative of this ‗popular sovereignty‘, than the appointed judge. Now, it is possible to 
appeal against a decision on ‗mercy petition‘. This clearly violates the constitutional system 
which envisaged the president advised by his ministers to be the final authority. Another 
example is the ‗creamy layer‘ judgment. It is patent judicial legislation. It is for the executive, 
not the courts, to decide on the matters of governance.  



Insights Essays Compilation - 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                                INSIGHTS Page 99 
 

While the Shah Bano judgment is defensible, the subsequent judicial undermining of MWA 
legislation, is undemocratic. 

The Keshavananda judgment is severely criticized. The concept of basic structure finds not 
even a remote allusion in the constitution. The judgment virtually rests the amending power 
on individual judges, and their whims and fancies. The constitution even includes on article 
on repealing itself. So it is absurd to argue that the Parliament‘s amending power is limited. 
The judgment, is counter-majoritarian. It tilts the democratric balance in favor of an 
unelected self-appointed body, the Supreme Court. 

By imparting the ‗due process‘ meaning to procedure established by law, it went directly 
against the wishes of the constituent assembly. The constituent assembly debates make it 
crystal clear that the members wanted only the electorate to substantively judge legislation. 
That is how it should be in a democracy. 

The SC interpretation of human rights is taking up the form of unwarranted Judicial 
Activism. The Olga Tellis case clearly demonstrates that. 

Judicial Activism used to provide much needed relief in many cases. The best example is Jt. 
P N Bhagwathy and Jt. Krishna Iyer pioneering Public Interest Litigation in India. Judicial 
activism used to fill the silences in the text of the constitution. But now, it is out-shouting the 
constitution. As illustrated above, judiciary is stepping into domains not destined for it. This 
judicial overreach usurps authority and undermines the separation of powers. It also leads 
to disastrous immediate outcomes, because the court is not equipped for the function it tries 
to perform. 

In short, the judiciary has clearly established its hegemony over the legislature-executive. 
Indian Supreme Court is perhaps the only court in this world, which has the power to 
review a constitutional amendment. Even if all the points discussed hither to be disregarded, 
this one point is enough evidence to the Judiciary placing itself at the top. 

The corruption in Judiciary should be read with this. The lower judiciary is alleged to be 
widely corrupt. Anecdotal examples, like the ‗Abdul Kalam warrant‘ discussed above, are 
plenty. No statistics or academic study is available presently. The upper judiciary is patently 
and latently corrupt, albeit in rare occasions, judging by the outcomes. The NEET PG 
judgment by Jt. AltamasKabir, on his last day in office, Jt. K G Balakrishnan‘s judgments 
banning narcoanalysis and the judgement in Lalu Prasad Asset Case, and Munnar judgment 
of Jt. ManjulaChellur are only a few of the cases in point. These judgments go against justice 
and the long judicial tradition in India. A senior SC lawyer Adv. PrashantBhushan filed an 
affidavit in 2010 giving evidence as to why eight out of the sixteen previous CJIs were 
corrupt. The court is yet to open that Pandora‘s box. 

It is easy to see why corruption in judiciary is very plausible. Judges appoint judges. There is 
no statutorily established system of vigilance and discipline. It is left entirely to the 
discretion of judiciary. Removing Judges is extremely difficult. Though it is essential to 
ensure judicial independence, it breeds the feeling of ‗being insulated from penal law‘ There 
is no institutional mechanism to receive complaints from the public. In short, while there is 
law against corruption against executive and judiciary, there is none on the judiciary itself. 
Whatever meager legal remedy is available, the judiciary jealously guards it from any 
interference from executive-legislature. It is out of ambit of RTI, and acutely opaque. 



Insights Essays Compilation - 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                                INSIGHTS Page 100 
 

In a nutshell, we have discussed what the assigned functions of judiciary in a democracy 
are. Then we saw that until lately, the judiciary has performed those functions well, 
sometimes resorting to unconventional means. We then saw how those means undermine 
democracy. And finally we see the glaring wrongs in the Judicial system itself. 

The makers of the constitution believed in popular sovereignty. They believed that the 
people act through the parliament and therefore the substance of its actions – the legislations 
– should be judged by the people alone. The present system in India stands in contradiction. 

So, to conclude, the Judiciary has done comparatively well. But it is no guarantee that it will 
continue to. It has amassed an inordinate amount of power to itself. It is riddled with 
systemic ills that can lead to despondency, corruption and nepotism. There are already signs 
that it the disease has started. 

A Kritarchy – rule by judges – is a dangerous proposition in itself. A corrupt kritarchy is 
disaster. If India does not strip the courts of their self-attributed and undemocratic powers, 
and make judicial appointment and function to be based on spelt-out rules, India stands a 
good chance of having such a disaster. At the same time the independence of judiciary 
should be preserved. Legislature should live up to the expectations, and take over the 
progressive-reformist tendency of current judicial activism. 

In short, India needs to walk a tight rope. It is hoped that six decades of democracy has 
given it the agility to do so. 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Nineteen (10th August 2014) 

Topic:  India’s Internal Security Challenges – The Role Of Union and State Governments, 

Security Agencies and The Civil Society in Addressing These Challenges 

References 

IDSA 

IDSA-2 

Essay: 

Any organized movement within a country that seeks to destabilize the established 
government of a state may be construed as an ‗Internal Security Challenge‘, from the 
perspective of the said government. The narrative would be obviously different for the 
challengers or ‗rebels‘. For them, their rebellion is a legitimate movement for the redressal of 
their legitimate grievances. So a bipartisan characterization of such movements is 
imperative, before any meaningful discussion can take place on the topic. 

India is a democratic country. So, every section of people has a right to access the 
institutions of the government to voice their grievances and seek remedies. Also, the 
constitution of India assures the fundamental rights of all citizens. Therefore, democratic 
mechanisms – both electoral and legal – are available to every citizen, to obtain justice. 
While it a truism to say that the said access has not been fully realized ‗on the ground‘, that 
does not justify a movement aimed at destabilizing a democratically elected government. So, 

http://idsa.in/strategicanalysis/IndiasInternalSecurityChallenges_vmarwah_1003.html
http://www.idsa.in/terrorisminternalsecurity/articles.html
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every undemocratic movement that is hostile to the state in India may be characterized as an 
‗Internal Security Challenge‘ and that alone. 

The implication of such a label is that such a movement does not qualify for sympathy or 
reconciliation by the state. The only justifiable offer would be a chance to reintegrate into the 
democratic mainstream; however, the section of people from which such movements 
originate, merit sympathy and reconciliation from the government. Why because, no real 
mass resistance can be organized on imagined oppression. 

Most of such grievances can be traced back to aspects of Political Economy. We will be 
dealing with them in the context of separate insurgencies. 

INDIA‘S INTERNAL SECURITY CHALLENGES: 

Going by the above definition, the major internal security challenges in India can be 
classified under four headings: Left Wing Extremism (LWE), Islamic Terrorism, Insurgency 
in North-East and Other Regionalisms and Miscellaneous Movements. The previous 
government declared LWE bas the foremost threat to internal security. Islamic Terrorism 
stands second, in both casualties and impact on state and society. Insurgency in North-East 
has been somewhat suppressed by the army. The threat from Other Regionalisms and 
Miscellaneous Movements are more potential than extant. Therefore, the above list is in the 
order of priority. It can also be noticed that all these movements are armed resistances. 

LEFT WING EXTREMISM 

In sharp contrast to its predecessor Naxalism, the current Maoist insurgency has a 
committed and definite ideology. They use guerilla warfare but are also known to engage in 
pitched battles. Why because, their fighters are organized in the lines of a conventional 
army. Their focus is on destabilizing regional governance structure (a block/district) and 
replacing them with their own. They believe that ―Power flows from the barrel of the gun‖. 
They also get financial support and weapons from abroad. 

Both these movements were predominantly tribal and by default rural. The living conditions 
of these regions had not developed in-line with the rest of the country, even after 
independence. Government and its rule of law, along with the concept of ‗welfare state‘, had 
not penetrated into these regions. Land reforms where not a success in these areas. Caste 
based oppression was prevalent. 

An outflow of migrant labor from these areas, made them realize their relative deprivation. 
Also the indigenous populations saw large mines and power-plants coming up in their 
lands, with them being excluded from the benefits. From this political economy arose 
Naxalism and later, Maoism. While Naxals were suppressed, taking advantage of the 
extraordinary powers of ‗National Emergency‘, the political instability of 90‘s fuelled its 
growth. 

The current strategy against LWE is ―Clear, Hold, Develop‖. Recently it has been decided to 
implement this strategy on a block level and not district level. 

Clearing a block of LWE is the function of CAPF forces. They are deployed by the Union 
govt. The union also stymies the stream of external assistance, through diplomacy and 
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strengthened border patrolling. The CAPF launches ‗combing operations‘, to neutralize all 
armed cadres. The state police are supposed to help this exercise by providing critical 
intelligence. Of late, the CAPF has complained that the State Police is ‗leaking‘ information 
of the planned missions, and therefore be cut off the Standard Operating Procedures. This is 
a serious tactical issue and should supersede any concerns about political correctness of 
cutting the state-police off. The lives of our security-personnel should be the predominant 
concern, and state and union govt. should cooperate to ensure that. 

Holding is an exercise in which the armed presence is gradually replaced by institutions of 
civilian government. The CAPF do not leave, but leave a sizeable contingent, and park the 
rest of the force at someplace quickly accessible. The state govt. machinery takes charge of 
everyday governance and attempt is made to restore normalcy to public life. It is the state 
govt.‘s responsibility to make-sure that the mistakes of the past are not repeated, and fair, 
transparent and citizen-centric governance is instituted. It is equally important to make sure 
that it is perceived as such. So a targeted, well organized propaganda is another 
responsibility of the state government. The union govt. supervises the whole activity and 
provides requisite funds and expert functionaries; the Prime Ministers Fellows in Rural 
Development is a case in point. 

Here, the civil-society organizations can help. They can provide forums for the public to 
complain and criticize against the government. They can assist in propaganda, and educate 
and empower the citizenry to exercise their democratic entitlements. This way, they can also 
help to ensure transparency. 

The responsibility of the administration as well as development of a district is coordinated 
by a ‗triumvirate‘: The District Collector, CAPF commanding officer and a representative of 
the state govt. The ―Integrated Development Plans‖ focus on welfare measures as well as 
empowerment and provision of lively-hoods. Public utilities and essential infrastructure are 
also built. The IDP is financed by the union govt. 

The state‘s charge is to translate the plans on the drawing board to a reality, by using the 
allocated funds and the states‘ own functionaries efficiently. The civil society can inform the 
policy decisions, because they are more in touch with the common man. They can help in 
the process proper being a part of programs like cluster development and micro-finance. 
They can help in assessment by conducting social audits. They can help the govt. to asses the 
‗pulse of the people‘. Helping the govt. recalibrate its policies is an important function of the 
civil society. 

The final step would be to cut the supply-chain of the rebels, assuage their sympathizers 
with tangible development and then – when they are crunched from all sides – invite them 
to join democracy. It is evident that this needs the forces, governments and civil-society to 
work in close cooperation. This is a model that was employed in the North East with relative 
success. 

ISLAMIC TERRORISM 

Islamic Terrorism in India abides by the text-book definition of terrorism. They resort to 
‗public acts of terror‘ aimed at harming the civilian public and thus spread terror among the 
masses, causing a loss of faith in the government 
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Islamic terror is an imported commodity. It is supplied through ‗bleed India through a 
thousand cuts‘ strategy of Pakistani military establishment. But any supply would be 
meaningful only if there is corresponding demand. As Sachar Committee pointed out, the 
socio-economic condition of the Indian Muslim is worse than the Dalit. This is so because 
the alleged minority appeasement by a section of the political class is the observation from a 
comparative assessment with the other party. In absolute terms, both sections are pro-
majority community. That is why Jt.Sachar said that everyday the Indian Muslim lives 
through the twin challenges of earning a living and proving his loyalty to the country. It is 
from the political economy of this socio-economic vulnerability, that the demand arises for 
the exported commodity of terrorism. In Kashmir, where terrorism has taken the form of 
insurgency, besides the realities of the political economy, the concept of ‗Kashmiriyat‘ or 
Kashmiri nationalism is a major contributing factor. 

The army has been successful in maintaining Kashmir relatively peaceful in the past decade. 
It has been able to drastically cut down infiltration. CRPF is tasked with maintaining law & 
order, which they are doing with laudable restraint. The Intelligence Bureau has been at the 
point in the attack on terrorism. NCTC is the logical next step. The long-term goal of the 
military should be disengagement at the earliest. It should cultivate camaraderie with the 
people of Kashmir, so as to obviate the need for AFSPA. Then the CRPF should gradually 
handover its functions to local police. 

The union govt. is running special scholarship schemes for the Kashmiri youth. Also, 
financial help and skill-training for self-employment are imparted. Many MSME schemes 
are in operation, in most of which the govt. ensures buy-back of products. All these schemes 
are implemented with the cooperation of the state govt., though they are fully or 
substantially funded by the union. In fact, any centrally sponsored program in Kashmir gets 
90% central assistance. But the union govt. needs to provide untied funds and make the 
schemes indicative. The state govt. is better placed to formulate the methodologies. 

For the Muslim population elsewhere, the govt. is pumping in money for their education, 
employment and empowerment. The financial help to Madrassas, the 100 crore corpus fund 
and the 20 point program for minorities, the scheme for self employment of minority youth, 
and programs to increase education among them are cases in point. Minorities are often 
targets of communal violence and a bill to tackle this problem is in the pipeline. What needs 
to be added is the participation of minorities themselves. Any program for their benefit will 
succeed only if it is Muslim-led and Muslim-owned. 

The state govt. has a predominant role in minority welfare. Most of the aspects of public 
welfare – like education, public health, water-supply and sanitation – are in the state-list. 
The lack of penetration of these public services into Muslim ‗Bastis‘ is a major problem, and 
it is for the states to tackle that. So are needed financial incentives, especially in education. 
The Kerala govt. scheme of scholarship to Muslim girl students is a case in point. 

Of all these agents, Civil Society has the yeoman role. The basic cause of vulnerability of the 
Muslims to religious terrorism is that the current Sunni interpretations of Islamic theology 
don‘t afford a separation between the ―Church and the State‖. Any attempt to force a reform 
would be resisted: the reaction to Shah Bano judgment stands witness to that. So, civil 
society organizations from with in the community should start the reform movement riding 
on popularizing secular education and reinterpreting religion. Only they can reconcile the 
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Muslim identity the secular polity. They have the perfect example in the ‗Bengal 
Renaissance‘. Without this happening, no efforts by the govt. will bear fruit. 

INSURGENCY IN NORTH-EAST 

‗Insurgency‘ in North-East is an armed insurrection, aiming at varying degrees of autonomy 
to tribal national identities. It is armed and fed by the Chinese security establishment. They 
fight a guerilla war. 

The basic cause is labeling it as ‗Insurgency‘. It is actually a collection of ‗Insurgencies‘, each 
with their separate grievances and demands, while there is an underlying political economy 
to all of them. Delhi considered these regions as ‗outliers‘ for a long time, and the benefits of 
developments were denied to them; the same development which was fuelled by the 
resources buried in their patrimonial lands. The tribes wanted to preserve their autonomy. 
An attempt to force the institutions of Parliamentary democracy, coupled with the economic 
grievances to incite rebellion. 

The Union govt. deployed army and legislated AFSPA. Army brought the armed rebellion 
to its knees. Now it needs to disengage. CRPF is tasked with law & order. They also need to 
go. 

The union govt. formed the tribal councils and mollified the demand for autonomy. It 
actively engaged the partisans in dialogue and mainstreamed many factions. Diplomacy 
was used to annihilate rebel camps in Myanmar and Bhutan. Every CSP is financed 90:10, by 
the union. There are many tailor made plans like Watershed Development, for North-East. It 
has to sustain the gains made and ensure equitable development in the area, perceptive of 
tribal sensitivities. 

The state governments have done their part by accommodating the central intrusion. They 
finance the budgets of tribal councils. They need to sustain the good work and tackle 
corruption which is the main problem now. 

The civil society has work to do in mainland India. The racial-profiling (―Chinki‖) has to go, 
which is their task. Also, NGOs can significantly contribute to industrialization there, 
through clusters and micro-finance. The >90% literacy in Nagaland stands testimony to the 
commendable work already done by NGOs 

OTHER MOVEMENTS 

The Khalistan movement is still nurtured by a very small section of Sikhs. But there is scant 
chance of the movement resurfacing as a security challenge. Same is the probable fate of 
Tamil and Karnatic regionalisms, considering that those movements are within the 
democratic fold and the degree of integration of the regions into the national economy and 
polity. 

We defined Internal Security Challenges, listed them and saw the present and future role of 
the security forces, union and state governments and civil society in each of them. What is to 
be added here is that the common thread of all these insurgencies are economic deprivation, 
socio-political exclusion and tensions arising out of accelerated acculturation. The final 
remedy lies in remedying these issues. We are on the right track as seen by the success in 
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North-East. Islamic terror is on all-time low. A substantial part of ‗red corridor‘ has been 
reclaimed. LWE is now confined to its core areas, ‗Dandakaranya‘ and ‗JangalMahal‘. But it 
is not yet time to pat ourselves in the back. There are still ‗Miles to go before we sleep‘ 

 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty (17th August 2014) 

Topic:  Science and Spirituality: Are They Compatible? 

Essay: 

Science without religion is lame and religion without science is lame – Albert Einstein. 

Spirituality is a man‘s personal conception of God and his own personal relationship with 
God. All religions are built on the foundation of spirituality. While rituals, beliefs and 
scriptures are derivatives, spirituality is the first principle. While spirituality can exist on its 
own, religion cannot survive long without the foundation of spirituality. Therefore, Albert 
Einstein can be justifiably paraphrased: ‗Science without spirituality is lame and spirituality 
without science is blind‘. 

Science and spirituality have a ‗husband-and-wife‘ relationship: they love, they quarrel, and 
they live. In this essay spirituality and religion will be used interchangeably to fit the 
context; because they are like two atoms that bond together to form a molecule. As is well 
known, molecule is the smallest unit that retains the qualities of the matter. 

In India, the Sulva Sutras developed along with the ancient religion. They laid the 
foundation of geometry in particular, and mathematics in general. Mathematics being the 
‗mother of all sciences‘, scientific progress should have followed through immediately. But 
we observe that chemistry, physics and astronomy developed after a few centuries 
interregnum, and once the flood-gates of science were opened, the rush was swift and huge. 
Quickly, Indian‘s began perfecting alloys and conceptualizing, if not building, aircrafts. 
Many of the works from the period explicitly pay homage to Vedanta (Upanishads). 

So, common sense dictates that some development that happened in the interregnum fuelled 
this ‗gold-rush‘ of science and scientists. The only major development in intellectual sphere 
during this period was the composing of the Upanishads. The Hindu spiritual philosophy 
was expounded through them. Most probably, they ushered in the exponential growth of 
scientific pursuit. Then the question arises, how this correlation can be construed as 
causation. 

It may be so construed because human mind is not compartmentalized into spiritual and 
material. Man cannot experience the spiritual and the material as mutually exclusive 
phenomena. He has one single mind and it experiences world as one single holistic totality. 
Spirituality arises when man tries to understand the world through meta-physics. Science is 
when he does the same through physics. Though an over-simplification, this illustrates the 
‗umbilical cord connection‘ between the two. It is therefore only logical to deduce that the 
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metaphysical pursuit of the secrets of the universe resulted in the ‗physical‘ pursuit of the 
same. 

In Arabia, the ‗Jahiliyya‘ period was characterized by a very primitive conceptualization of 
Universe and God. The society was primitive, feuding and lawless. Then Islam arrived with 
a prophet who proclaimed, ―Go in quest of knowledge even unto china‖. What succeeded 
was the ‗golden age of Islam‘ whence mathematics, chemistry, physics medicine and 
philosophy not only made advances by leaps and bounds, but also spread to a Europe 
wallowing in dark ages and on a later date gave material for the ‗renaissance‘ movement to 
build own. 

In Europe during the classical antiquity, came up Socrates, Aristotle and Plato. They 
searched for the meaning of life and universe both within and without the framework of 
religion. Within the maneuvering room was little, without, it was philosophy. It would be 
poignant to note that science, then, was called ‗natural philosophy‘. In the context of the 
then extant materialistic religion, this we have to consider as spirituality. Along came the 
likes of Pythagoras and Archimedes. Optics, Mechanics, and Mathematics flourished 
phenomenally. To argue that the thought-revolution brought by the philosophers was 
unconnected to the scientific revolution would be shallow and blinkered. 

The stated thesis of this essay is that ‗science and spirituality have a husband-and-wife 
relationship‘. They love, they quarrel, and they live. We saw the love. Now we see the 
quarrel. 

In Aryabhateeyam, we read: ―Solar and Lunar eclipses are caused respectively by the 
shadows of moon and earth. But since ‗Rahu‘ also is present at the time people think that it 
is his handiwork‖. A deliberate effort to assuage the priests and to conform to their scripture 
and liturgy is apparent. What is to be noted here is that the Upanishad Vedanta spirituality 
which proclaimed ―Ekam Sat, ViprahBahudhahVadanti‖ (Truth is one, scholars interpret 
differently) had no quarrels with Aryabhatta. His problem was with the 
PoorvaMeemamsa(ritual canons) and the Smarthas who purveyed it. 

In Islam, It was after the fall of ‗Umayyads‘, with the Mangols burning down their libraries 
and academic institutions, that Arabian science fell down. Then early Salafist tendencies 
arose and Science lost royal patronage in Islamic world. What we note here is that the issue 
was with the ‗Ulema‘ – the clerics – who purveyed Shariah, the Islamic law. Science always 
found a place with the spiritual Sufis. 

Christianity is often seen as an adversary to religion. The dark ages, the witch-burnings, the 
infamous trial of Galileo and other inquisitions are often quoted as historical evidence. What 
is lesser known is that while the visible church indulged in this retrogression, many 
Christian monasteries were judiciously keeping the light of science alight. The monks sought 
liberation and God, the Church proper sought to lead the laiety. In other words, the monks 
were spiritual, the priests were religious. 

What is to be noted here is that Religion is a social construct. The Smartha domination of 
Hinduism should be seen in the context of a Brahmanical society trying to grapple with the 
heterodox religions and a Gupta empire struggling to subdue the last of the republics. The 
Islamic revisionism should be seen in the context of a society trying to maintain some form 
of order in the wake of devastation left by the Mongols. In Indian context, it should be seen 
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in the context of a foreign rule that desperately needed legitimization by the Ulema. In 
Europe, the reactionary tendencies of Christianity should be seen in the light of a resource 
crunched Holy Roman Empire trying to loot the Middle-East through crusades and at the 
same time trying to prevent the infusion of fresh creative thought from there. 

In the contemporary world the picture is not very different. Societal pressures and dynamics 
decide the religions‘ attitude towards science. A Catholic Church faced with the sad reality 
of having to auction off their European/American churches due to abysmal Mass 
attendance, is desperately trying to pull the laity back into its fold through movements like 
those against abortion(Pro-Life) and against stem-cell research. It has to be uncomfortably 
silent on issues like Evolution. 

In the Islamic world, the clerics feared that spread of western liberalism will result in a 
massive loss in their power and prestige. They originated Salafism and Wahhabism - the 
puritan Islam that is spreading fast. Along with western values they deny the ‗western‘ 
science. Little do they know that what they see today as ‗western‘ science is the legacy of 
greats like IbnSina! 

Among Hindus, the Bengal Renaissance and its subsequent spread, reformed the fabric of 
Hindu society. The ever resilient Hinduism, with the added facility of the infinitely elastic 
Neo-Vedanta (of the said Bengal Renaissance kick-started by Raja RamMohun Roy), seems 
to have no current quarrels with science. But a future insurrection against science cannot be 
ruled out, what with the ‗Hindu Fundamentalist‘ factions mushrooming in the country. 
Little do they know, ‗Hindu Fundamentalism‘ is an oxymoron! One can be a Hindu or one 
can be a fundamentalist; never both, because the fundamental principle of Hinduism is non-
fundamentalism!! 

Therefore, the thesis of this essay is wrong! Spirituality and Science are not ‗Husband and 
Wife‘. They are ‗Lover and Beloved‘. It is the ritualistic religion that is an abusive husband. 
But spirituality independent of religion, while being highly relevant on a micro – personal – 
level, it is still not relevant at a macro – societal – level, in most parts of the world. So any 
meaningful dialogue on spirituality at the level of society includes religion by default. 
Therefore, the thesis of this essay is right! That is the beauty of sociological paradigms; they 
can be right and wrong at the same time, without contradicting itself. 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty One(24th August 

2014) 

Topic:  Preparedness of Our Society For India’s Global Leadership Role 

Essay: 

Since time immemorial, leadership meant muscle power and this had been proved from 
time to time. For example we can look at military might of ancient and medieval period 
kingdom‘s and republics like Magadha kingdom, Alexander of Greece, India‘s Nanda 
dynasty, Mauryan dynasty, Chola dynasty, Gupta dynasty etc. All of them had wide 
influence because they had powerful militaries which can impose the will of king and his 
subjects. Even empires like Qing dynasty, Ottoman empire, British empire, Russian empire 
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had huge standing armies at their peak. But after formation of various international bodies 
like United Nations, World Trade Organization, World bank, IMF etc. the impact of armies 
alone has reduced as we can see how NATO has failed in securing Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Vietnam even after securing military victories there. So with changing times inter country 
exchanges like direct interactions between populace, student exchange programmes, 
cultural exchanges have gained importance. Ancient Indian rulers like Asoka, Akbar have 
known the power of culture so they were able to rule peacefully over huge populations.  
Indian society is a diverse mix of languages, cultures, age groups which caters rightly into 
needs of securing the direct exchanges. For example, Ancient Indian Yoga has found 
acceptance in huge parts of world and is continuing to influence many more. Yoga gurus 
have long preached about whole world as a family which fits right into ideologies of various 
left wing, right wing and centrist political groups, and it is one of the reasons why people 
from abroad had come to India. Indian culture avoids preaching using violent methods and 
hence we can see Krishna temples in Russia, Jain temples in United States, Buddhist 
Monasteries in China, Korea, Taiwan and Japan. The power of ‗Namaste‘ has been 
enormous as we see many head of states visiting India start with ‗Namaste‘ in their press 
conferences. 
We have huge student population eager to learn more and it is one to reasons we have one 
of the largest communities of students in United Kingdom, France, Germany, Canada, 
Australia, United States. With these community exchanges we have established firm 
contacts with people and various nations and hence Chief Executives of various 
Multinationals are Indians.  
Indians have been making huge strides in Science and Technology as well. Having a well 
connected disaster management department which is aided by advance satellites in sky, 
India has been able to contain damage due to natural and man-made catastrophes. India 
provides advisory services to various neighboring countries like Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, 
Maldives for disaster preparedness. 
India has provided accommodation to various separatists groups with constitutional 
provisions. India has various articles like art. 370 which provides autonomy to State of 
Jammu and Kashmir as its accession was under special circumstances. India also protected 
tribal rights by enacting laws under articles 244 and Scheduled Areas Act. Since India herself 
has a history of forced colonialism, she had enacted laws for people who want to live in their 
primitive habitat. Various outfits like Tribal Bodo council, Naga outfits have pledged their 
loyalty towards Indian constitution after given assurances about encroachment on their 
cultures.  
With these aspects it seems India is fit for a global role but there are certain areas where we 
are lagging like treatment of women as equals and not as subordinates, corruption, poverty, 
unemployment etc.  
Since late Vedic period women are subjugated by men in our culture. With time horrifying 
practices like Sati, purdah, dowry have developed leading to lowered status of half of 
population. These practices are legally banned and there are various laws which guaranteed 
empowerment of women but even today, dowry is prevalent in backward areas and in areas 
where women are not aware of their rights.  
Social evils like molestation, rape and foeticide are still widely reported and the major cause 
of worry is that their ever increasing incidence in urban areas. It leads to loss of tourism, less 
economic activity and hence loss in rate of growth. 
Practices like manual scavenging, open defecation are still prevalent leading to various 
disease like diarrhoea, enteropathy which causes malnutrition and hence stunted growth 
among children.  
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Even after various campaigns by government agencies and non-governmental 
organizations, we have failed to address the issue to sanitation and open defecation. Surveys 
have repeatedly indicated about abysmal sanitation conditions.  
Majority of issues discussed are a baggage due to colonial past and if there are tackled 
effectively then are on our way to glory on international stage. Even now India has a huge 
following in world which can be observed if we look at the number of countries (189 out of 
193) who voted for India‘s membership for non-permanent seat of UN Security Council 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty Two (31st August 

2014) 

Topic:  1) Is India Still Burdened With Colonial Legacy? Critically Comment. 

2) Is India A Truly Federal Republic? Critically Examine. 

Essay: 

Recently somebody posted on youtube a video in which two policemen were brutally 
beating a boy on Delhi Street in day light in front of public, the boy was screaming and 
pleading badly, with his appearance he was looking like belonging to poor section of the 
society. The passerby were behaving just like mute spectator (since they also don‘t have any 
choice or voice when it comes to dealing with Police).  
Is this brutality a part of our culture, its certainly cannot be the character of a tolerant society 
like India. So, what made those police men themselves violate the law and behaving like 
demons, this is not just one incidence, on numerous occasion we have seen similar incidence 
in and around our society. 
Some people say this behaviour is nothing but the legacy which we are carrying with us. Is 
this really true. Police brutality, suppression, torture etc. are not uncommon today. So many 
people die in the police lock up during interrogation and many during lathi charge. Doesn‘t 
it reminds us about Jatin Das who dies in lock up or LalaLajpathRai who had been 
victimized by the police during British era. 
Not only Police but many other areas if we see, it makes us seriously think and think again 
are we carrying the legacy. Not to forget our political system. Numerous scan and scandals, 
can any nationalist indulge in such activity. It can only be done by people who want to drain 
out the wealth of this nation for their self-interest. Ours is a country where more than 30 
percent people are below poverty line and still the politicians don‘t mind looting the nations 
wealth. The poor doesn‘t have the basic necessity like food, cloth and shelter but rich and 
corrupt won‘t mind living lavishly. How different it is from the British period, that time also 
we had the similar system. Poor used to pay huge taxes and the rich along with the 
Britishers, not only enjoy this but also used to suppress the poor wherever they can. Year 
after year we faced numerous drought and feminine, millions of people died in those 
feminine but the money lenders under the patronage of the exploitative regime, never 
missed the chance to put the poor under the debt, ultimately forced them suicide or ―Mad 
Made‖ natural death.  
Have we improved and moved from those conditions or we still living in a similar society. If 
we look into the condition of poor and farmers, I don‘t think we have changed. People still 
sleep hungry and die without food. Every winter many poor die due to cold waves, as they 
don‘t have any shelter to protect themselves. Numerous farmers every year kill themselves 
under the burden of crop failure or money lenders debt.  
I would mitigated the cloud of doubt from my mind about ―legacy‖, had the things would 



Insights Essays Compilation - 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                                INSIGHTS Page 110 
 

have been this much, thinking these are just abrasion cases in a huge, diverse country. But 
the diversity itself is under threat and have been regularly used by politicians to reap the 
political benefits. The Britishers always believed in divide and rule, they did it successfully 
for their self interest, they divided the society on communal lines and at the end the country. 
So, many people died in communal violence, this Frankenstein monster had even killed our 
true leader and father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi. 
The Britishers even tried to divide the society on the line of caste, it was the strong will 
power and leadership of our nationalists that prevented it from breaking on caste lines at 
least. But, have we changed now? Is our society free of all such malice, we don‘t believe on 
communal divide or our politician don‘t give hate speeches. Most of us will agree that no, 
we haven‘t changed much. Caste and Religion based politics is such common thing today. 
Before every election we see communal violence taking place, whether it was 1984 riot, 1990 
riot or 2002 riot innocent people including women and children have brutally killed. Parties 
have emerged on the name of caste, they ask for vote on these lines. There is certainly no 
harm in appealing a certain class of society for vote and represent them to protect their 
rights. But, have these politicians who do such ―divide and rule‖ politics done something for 
the poor or the lower caste of the society. Except a few exception, the big answer is again 
―No‖. They don‘t forget to ask for the votes but they forget to do anything for the social 
mobility of the people belonging to suppressed caste and class. It is certainly the same 
legacy, fulfilling the self-interest, unfortunately, today we don‘t have great leaders like 
Gandhiji who can fight for these people.  
The political arena is a macro area and we all see the legacy existing there but even at the 
macro level the British Legacy have shown its imprint. Take the example of any corporate 
office. Don‘t we see any difference between the office culture in west and one in India? 
Numerous research have also shown these difference. This difference is about the Power 
distance and the application of McGregor theory.  
The offices in western world is very open, the employee can easily approach any senior level 
management. But, in end it‘s taken as an offence if any intern or low level employee tries to 
reach upto the higher authority. This difference is due to the power distance which we have 
carried from the Britishers, it seems we still believe in the ―Master-servant‖ relationship.  
Another area which can be looked upon to understand this legacy phenomenon is the 
application of Mc Gregor theory. The theory talks about ―theory X‖ and ―Theory Y‖. The 
theory X believes the employees are inherently lazy and should be treated with carrot or 
stick only. However, theory Y talks about trusting employees and giving them freedom and 
space to think. Most of the western office culture believes in Theory Y, contrary, we have not 
missed the chance of holding theory X philosophy tightly. This again seems because of the 
British legacy of not trusting Indians and treating them as mere slaves. 
The difference can be seen in our IT companies and the western product companies. We are 
still operating on the man and material mode like the erstwhile slave society and they work 
on the innovation in the capitalist mode. 
So, far it seems there is merit in the argument that we are following the legacy. But we 
should be so myopic and certainly loom into some more areas to understand if we are really 
in the Legacy mode. 
To understand this we should look into our science, defence, space, sports and economy to 
get a better picture. Our scientist and engineers are world class and most of the USA space 
centre is operated by these brilliant mind, who received education in our own prestigious 
institutes set up by free India during the 1960s period like IITs, NITs etc. We have achieved 
mile stone not only in software industry but also in animation areas. Another area where we 
have shown our excellence is the space science, ISRO set up a few scientists under the 
patronage of great leaders is doing wonders for the nation. Not only our own satellites are 
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revolving the earth but we are also helping other nations and some of them are developed 
countries like Canada and Germany etc. we have also sent our spacecraft to Mars, which 
Britian have not been able to do so far. This certainly can‘t be the outcome of British Legacy, 
Britishers had left u with nothing more than chaos, violence and hunger. It was our self-
belief and hard work that we have travelled so far.  
Not only space technology but also the atomic energy, we are among the very few countries 
who have pioneered in the field of atomic energy with minimal foreign support. 
Our sports person have also won numerous medals and trophies and many against English 
players themselves. For example England themselves never won the cricket world cup but 
we have won twice. In common wealth games we are among the top countries to win the 
medals. 
Not to forget Indian Economy, we are a promising country. Where England and other 
western world have reached to saturation point and future seems deem due to lack of 
resources, we have sky as the limit. India huge market, resources and demographic 
dividend have made us the world 4th largest economy ahead of England, this can certainly 
be not the British India character, when we had lost our trade to England, our resources, 
people everything was drained. But, today the same England want to foster economic ties 
with us. They understand what India is and what it can be.  
Our higher educational institutes like IITs, Regional Engineering colleges and IIMs have 
produced some of the best professionals in the world like SatyaNadela, who is heading the 
world biggest technology company. It seems we are no more the slaves but leaders of this 
world.  
Our Doctors are world renowned, the pharma companies and medical tourism are helping 
many poor nation and people save their soul. While Britishers followed the pursuit of self-
interest, India was never a country and society which believe in selfish gains. Our leaders 
and ancient culture always asked for justice, peace and prosperity for everyone. What 
Gandhiji said, similar wordings had been spread by Buddhism and Jainism also.  
It seems there are many areas where the character of British legacy is still present and has 
covered it like mud and dust but inside soul is pure, developed over centuries, a beautiful, 
tolerant, diverse society. India can‘t be said following the British legacy blindly. 
What we need to do is to remove the dust and wash away the mud of that legacy and bring 
out the purity lying inside. 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty Three(7th 

September2014) 

Topic:  1) Don’t limit a child to your own learning, for she was born in another time.‖   ― 

Rabindranath Tagore 

2) If you cry because the sun has gone out of your life, your tears will prevent you from 

seeing the stars.‖ ― Rabindranath Tagore 

Essay: 

Change is the inevitable thing in life. Perhaps, for this reason, someone has said that 
―Change is the only constant thing in life‖. Everything on this earth changes with time. 
Perhaps, universe is also changing with time. Society, politics, geographical features, 
government plans everything changes as time passes by. The same is the case with learning. 
The earlier generations were living in different time periods and had their levels, standards 
and understanding of learning as per their time and requirements. Now, we are living in a 
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phase of life where mobile phones have become toys of children. The scenario is such that a 
2 year child has its best toy as a mobile phone and hi/her best activity is saying ―hello‖ on 
phone. 
Learnings of the past have become obsolete. The earlier conditions of learning were devoid 
of any technological breakthroughs or inventions. Times have certainly changed from that of 
studying in a school with a board and chalk in hand to tablets, laptops in bags and smart 
phones in hands. These gadgets definitely help children learn in new innovative ways. If we 
emphasize on making children learn through chalk and board in this age, it would be a 
backward looking step and reflect an image of parochial thinking. 
With time, there is greater integration of different countries of world into one unit. This has 
led to changes in economic, societal, political etc structure of every country. These changes 
are both necessary and inevitable with time. The economic reforms of 1991 (Liberalization, 
Privatization and Globalization) were a step towards opening up of Indian economy for 
private sector involvement and better economic integration. These were the changes of time. 
If we would have stuck to the old narrow approach of a closed economy and government 
control over economy. India would have been a poor country. These new reforms were the 
result of independent learnings of the researchers and policy makers and wre according to 
the needs of the present. 

 
The innovations in science and technology are a result of a child led to earn on its own only, 
not that of spoon-fed. If spoon-fed learning have been there, then we would have been 
devoid of aircrafts, watches, mobile phones, electric appliances, electricity, automobiles, 
social media etc, all of which have revolutionized our worlds. 
History is also testimony to the fact that a child led to learn on its own have led to invention 
of their own ways of tackling a situation. Mahatma Gandhi ji is the epitome of this. He shed 
the old methods of facing and challenging authorities. Instead, he invented/ developed his 
own in the form of Satyagraha, passive resistance, Boycott, Civil Disobedience, Non-
cooperation etc. which led India to independence, otherwise India would still have been a 
nation subjugated by colonialism. 
A child learns from society which includes family, social media, sports, arts, religion, politics 
etc. these parameters of learning keep on changing constantly. For e.g earlier concept of 
living with ancestors or that of joint family was there. Now it is being taken over by nuclear 
families and a child learns accordingly. Earlier print media in the form of newspapers, 
monthly magazines was prevalent but it has ben taken over by social media such as 
facebook, twitter, youtube etc. similarly, ancient art forms of music such as Hindustani or 
carnatic music have been completely over taken by pop music, rap music, Jazz, trance etc, 
earlier where Hockey and cricket were most common sports in India, our performance in 
other sports sych as shooting (AbhinavBindra, GaganNarang), Boxing (Mary Kom, Vijendra 
Singh) etc is a proof that if a child is allowed to pursue his/her passions, a progressive 
person will be evolved.  

 
The case of objectives of India‘s Five Year Plans (FYP) represents a great example of 
independent learning. Earlier seeing problems such as naxalism, Insurgency etc from the 
security point of view; modern policy makers see it from the development point of view. 
They see these problems as a result of development void in areas affected by these. This 
modern thinking given to think from a different perspective, quite different from what used 
to be followed earlier. 
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Though proponents of pro-changers may argue that a child should be left to learn alone, 
there are, on the contrary, certain elements of society which are universal in nature. The idea 
is that in this changing and fast moving world, one cannot learn those values on their own. 
For e.g the message of Vedas, Upanishad, Kuran, Geeta, Bible and other religious texts are 
losing their importance, though not radically, but in a piecemeal manner. These 
sanctimonious texts are written in such a language that it is not possible for present 
generation to understand them unless given special training. This special training can be 
impacted by parents, elders, teachers alone. The values contained in these reserved books 
are universal in nature and cannot change with time. For e,g the value of universal 
brotherhood, one god, honesty, love, peace, respect for elders, etc will remain their always, 
no matter how much a society may change. It is because of this value system, that the world 
we live in, exists today. Otherwise, this world have been left to the ruins as is evident from 
the massacre and huge loss of life because of the two (2) world wars. 
Thus, one may conclude by saying that though the value system will remain their forever 
with us, other surrounding things will keep on changing with time. To understand the 
change, one must be let free to learn on their own, in their own way and style and contribute 
new avenues of learning to society. All major contributions of the world like Industrial, 
American, French, and Russian etc have contributed enormously to society in the form of 
Fundamental Rights, Fraternity, Justice, and Equal treatment of all, Socialism etc. these ideas 
are spreading to other parts of the world and helping substantially in establishing an 
egalitarian society. Thus, in the end, I would like to say that if Deepika Padukone, an Indian 
actress, would not have been allowed to pursue acting and instead forced by her father, a 
badminton player, to play badminton. She would have been a failure instead of being a top 
bollywood actress now and India would have been deprived of great acting talent. 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty Four(14th September2014)—link 
broken on insight page 

 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty Five (21st 

September2014) 

Topic:  1) India’s Role in Changing Global Order 

2) Coexistence of Religion and Science in India 

Essay: 

1) India‘s Role in Changing Global Order 

World politics is going under sea change. Unipolar world is appearing to emerge as 
multipolar where India, China, Brazil etc. are reshaping the world order. This changing 
world order is evident from the events such as Russian and Chinese veto against invasion in 
Syria by West; New Development Bank by BRICS; Top fastest growing countries of the 
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world is in developing world; Ukraine crisis etc. Alibaba, a Chinese home grown company, 
has replaced Facebook in world‘s largest IPO. TATA group of companies has acquired a loss 
making firm Jaguar and turned it into a profit making organization in overnight. India is 
emerging as software giant. Her role in world politics is evolving and becoming a force to 
reckon with. 

Second World War ended with unipolar world where west dominated the world affairs for 
many decades. The only force which could challenge hegemony of West was former USSR 
but after its disintegration, unipolarity became stronger. However, 21st century is reshaping 
the world order where emerging economies are playing vital role in world affairs. 

India is world‘s largest democracy with 1.2 billion population. It is the first country to retain 
its democratic values since independence. India‘s has given world ―Principles of 
Panchsheel‖ to maintain the peace. Indian constitution is enshrined with the values such as 
equality, secularity, fraternity, republic etc. India with its track record of upholding the 
democratic principles is set to play a major role in the world. 

Many African countries are struggling for establishing their democratic institutions. 
Autocracy is still ruling many countries of not only this continent but also across the globe. 
The conflicts in Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Sudan, Nigeria, Libya, Egypt, Tunisia etc. are the 
manifestations of the weak democratic institutions. Further situation is aggravated in these 
countries because a few powerful countries are using the weak democratic institutions for 
their own benefit on the cost of the people of those countries. India is home of the people 
professing almost all the religions of the world; thousands of languages are spoken here; 
constitution itself recognize 22 languages. What has India which kept it integrated inspite of 
having multi-cultural, multi-religious, multi-lingual, multi-ethnicity? 

India‘s democratic values which gives fundamental rights to every citizen; its democratic 
institutions such as the Parliament, the Supreme Court, High Courts, Elections Commission, 
CAG, CVC, UPSC etc are behind the stability of India. India can help the war torn countries 
to establish the peace. Election commission of India is lauded for conducting free and fair 
elections on such a massive scale. It is helping many countries to conduct the free and fair 
elections. India can play a very vital role in this sphere in the world which is essential to 
establish harmony in the society and nations across the globe. 

On the health care and Medical front, India has remarkable progress. Despite of being such a 
large country in terms of demographic load, diversity and physical expanse, she is able to 
eliminate Polio which is haunting many developing nations. India‘s record in production of 
cheap generic medicines is laudable. It has strike a balance in its IPR regime and compulsory 
licensing which has become essential to produce affordable drugs. Least developed 
countries provide an opportunity to India to help them better their health care system by 
providing both technical and skilled workforce. India is producing one of the highest 
number of doctors, nurse and medical experts.  
Telemedicine can be used to help the countries in treatment of people. The role of its doctors 
and nurse in war affected countries with peace missions are world known. 

Medical tourism is growing in the country at a substantial rate which is veracity of the 
statement that India not only provides cheap medical care but also its quality is of 
international standard. Most of the people who is seeking treatment in India are from 
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developed world where medical care has become too expensive. This offers India a chance 
to establish itself even in the developed world as net provider of medical services. 

In ancient period, India made great progress in the field of education and science. 
―Gurukul‖ system of India is very old and effective in imparting the knowledge. In 
contemporary period India facing the shortage of teachers and taking help of IT 
(information technology) to solve the problem. Distance learning is catching up fast. Most of 
the institutions of the country are offering classes on their remote learning centers. There is 
no major hurdle which prevents India doing so for the countries in need of higher education 
such as Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Pakistan and many African 
countries. 

In the field of science, India‘s progress cannot be dwarfed compared to any country. Mission 
on Mars, PSLV, recent GSLV success, its high tech research in the field of Nano technology, 
Nuclear energy are a few examples which can help India emerge as world leader. The 
commercial arm of ISRO is using its work horse PSLV to launch satellites of various 
countries such as Japan, Australia, France, Canada etc. It has a track record of completing 
more than 100 flights successfully. It not only earned revenue to India but also established 
itself in the domain of space. Recently launched mission on Mars would be worlds cheapest 
Mars mission if succeed. Indian Prime Minister has talked about ―SAARC SATELLITE‖ to 
assist the neighboring countries to mitigate the adverse effects of bad weather and climate. 
The use of satellite system in disaster management during cyclone Phylin in Odisha is 
lauded by UN also where the loss of lives were reduced from thousands to double digit a 
few years ago. 

India can assist the developing nations with the services of its Satellite launch technology; its 
GAGAN and IRNSS (Indian regional navigation satellite system) for tracking etc. There is 
gap between developed and developing world in the field of technology which could be 
filled by India. 

Another sector where India is certainly world leader is food production. India has changed 
its food dependent nation status at the independence time to food surplus country. The 
success of green revolution can be replicated in the countries which are facing the food 
shortage. According to FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) more than 870 million 
people across the world is suffering from the poverty. The problem of hunger and 
malnutrition can be mitigated with the experience of India in the field of agriculture and 
green revolution. Also, White Revolution, Yellow Revolution are remarkable in protein 
security. This is an opportunity for India which is facing land shortage and can use the vast 
land resources in other countries to both helping them in securing food for all and India also 
producing horticulture products for herself. 

India has taken a very strong stand in WTO for saving its food security act which envisages 
providing food to 75 per cent of population at highly subsidized rates. Many developing 
countries are facing the same problem because of outdated laws of WTO. However, these 
countries are not in position to defy the powerful western block. India has shown the world 
that it can‘t be your way or no way. The act and implications are huge and cannot be done 
away with in any case. In this context, India can make a group of the concerned countries 
and put forward their demands in WTO. 
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If we talk about in the economic sector, the Bretton Woods institutions dominate the world 
affairs. World Bank and IMF (International monetary fund) are powered by the western 
countries and tow their line when it demands. Also, IMF policies are pro-capitalist which 
more than often affect welfare policies adversely. In turn, the poorest of poor are hard hit 
which they are supposed to protect. The new initiative by BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, South Africa) to establish NDB (New development bank) is welcome step. It is 
prudent to envisage NDB assisting not only member countries but also other developing 
nations and that too without reciprocity. This can be expected from NDB because the 
member countries are a mix of many political ideologies. 

India‘s performance during the sub-prime crisis of the USA is commendable. India 
registered high growth despite of global slowdown. The sound financial system and 
international standard regulator (Reserve Bank of India) can be a lesson for the world to 
how to manage their financial institutions and not left wholly for market driven forces. 

India has made strong strides in defense sector where led by DRDO (Defense Research and 
Development Organization) has developed many sophisticated missiles, tanks, submarines.  
India can supply the weapons to abolish hegemony of the powerful block of western 
countries. 

India is also investing in the world in the peace mission led by UN. India is one of the largest 
contributors to peace missions of UN both in physical material as well as peace keeping 
forces. India is building roads, residential areas, hospitals, schools in war torn countries such 
as Sri Lanka, Afghanistan etc. 

―No First Use Policy‖ of India in case of Nuclear arms are an example of peaceful existence. 
India has been supporter of nuclear arms free world but also disagree with the current 
provisions of NPT (Nuclear Proliferation Treaty) and CTBT (Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty) which are biased. This commendable track record of India, has led to culminations of 
nuclear deal with USA, Australia, France which were staunch supporters of anti-India group 
after Pokhran Nuclear Test. This is a win for India‘s Nuclear policy which is hard to come 
by. 

With declining influence of west, India is expected to play leading role in world affairs. US 
led NATO forces are withdrawing from the Afghanistan. This region‘s stability is essential 
for India‘s energy as well as security. West Asia is major source of energy for India, China, 
Japan and these countries have huge stock in this region. India should take active part along 
with China and Japan to stabilize the region. India‘s role in creating basic infrastructure in 
Afghanistan is a welcome step. India should also use its experience of democratic 
institutions to solve the conflicts in amicably between different sects. Also, Middle East is a 
major destination for semi-skilled and unskilled work force which heavily contributes to 
India‘s foreign exchange. Stability of Iraq and Afghanistan is sine quo non for India‘s 
security. India should take proactive role to stabilize this region with the help of all the 
stakeholders. 

India with its unity in diversity and harmony among three organs of the state is at a 
advantageous position to affect the changing global order positively. Its sheer size both in 
physical and demographic terms are added advantage. India is a developing nations and 
herself struggling with many problems. However, it should not detract her to avoid a major 
role in world politics because today‘s decision will make tomorrow‘s future of the country. 
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In six decades of independence, India has achieved many milestones and this success will 
provide a strong platform to India to take off on the path of growth both economic and 
human. As Shiv Shankar Menon aptly described India as not emerging economy but re-
emerging economy. India is home of oldest civilization and can teach the world lessons of 
civilization. 
India has all the potential to become world leader and it should not aspire to settle less than 
that. 

 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty Six—Link broken on insight page 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty Seven(05thOctober 

2014) 

Topic:  1) ―Democracy and socialism are means to an end, not the end itself.‖ – Jawaharlal 

Nehru 

2) Terrorism and Development 

Essay:  

Democracy and Socialism are means to an end , and not the end itself. 

The Science governing means to achieve end of a just human society has been an evolving 

one. It has no definite theory and any new theory is tested in the light of its effect during the 

course of its implementation. There is no laboratory to conduct social experiments and then 

let them be used in society at large. Further the new theories proposed at times are generally 

influenced by results of existing social structure . Also the effects of one social structure in a 

foreign country cannot be judged and examined in contemporary times. Its results are 

generally examined and proposed by historians.  

The human society has evolved from rule of Kingdoms which lasted for nearly 2 millenias , 

to mercantilism which lasted for four centuries , to imperialism and colonialism which 

lasted for nearly 2 to 3 centuries. Each form of rule or governance is generally shaped by 

existing demands and experience of society at large . 

Democracy is a form of government in which majority is allowed to govern over all people. 

It provides a means to people to say and participate in the process of governing themselves. 

But majority decisions are not always good and acceptable to all, they tend to favor populist 

decisions . The aim of any form of government is to provide freedom , prosperity and justice 

to all subjects being governed. Democratic form of social structures tend to give illusion to 

all that they are in control of all functions and decisions of governments . Democracy has 

been most of the times successful in pacifying the protest of majority and give opportunity 

to people to have a participation in achieving goal of humanity. However in democracy 

there is always a fear of majority dictatorship. Democratic elections have at times given rise 
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to Hitler, which resulted in majority frustration and anger of a country to ultimately lead to 

world war II. Therefore democracy is like a tool which may be suitable at one time and may 

not be suitable at others . As exemplified by a famous story of a ship without a captain 

which goes as follows : 

" In a ship without a captain : In times of enemy attack and storm fear , all the participants of 

ship responsibly performed their duties to fight the impending trouble . The people 

responsible for steering ship , steered it justly, others responsible for firing engine , kept 

firing , people responsible for managing sails managed rightly to take the ship out of trouble 

. But after the trouble was over , every department succumbed to majority decisions and 

soon a quarrel among different department sued , which caused an impasse and heavy 

problem to all the passengers of ship which then condemned the democracy in ship and 

exhorted the need of a captain of ship. " 

If a social structure is completely led by democracy then it may lead to complete 

dictatorship of majority , in which every thing of an individual choice like food, house, 

cloths, religion and etc may be decided by majority decision and in the long run may coerce 

its decision upon all people. 

Hence democracy is a tool in the hands of public to achieve ends of humanity which can be 

summarized as , freedom , equal opportunity, equitable justice, rule of law and protection of 

human rights. 

Socialism is another form of government whose aim is to provide equal growth to all by 

controlling all means of production and distribution of social and economic goods . It 

doesn't specifies the need of rule of law, participatory government and freedom of 

expression speech . Socialism is very populist in its nature , it attracts popular imagination 

without understanding the dynamics of individuality. Russia was the first socialist country , 

which achieved remarkable successes in prosperity of its citizen during an era which was 

immediately followed by autocratic form of government . But the form was not sustainable 

in the long run as is evident from fall of USSR. 

Similarly China has adopted communism , which is extreme form of socialism in which all 

factors of production and ends are controlled by State, including manpower. This has led to 

serious consequences in the form of loss of human lifes in millions during the Great Leap. 

Socialism is also a tool which gives importance of government in controlling economic life of 

a country , to ensure sustainable and equatable growth for all. 

Our forefathers while making our nation had rightly identified the problem of both the 

social structure and given a combination encompassing virtues of both the social strutures. 

While they allowed for democratic form of government but limited its scope within 

boundaries of our constitution. They upheld the necessity of rule of law , independence of 

judiciary , separation of executive and judiciary , for providing justice to all . They also gave 

importance to socialist outlook for fighting large scale poverty and inequality in Indian 

society . They rightly identified the concerns of minorities and provided proper safeguards 

in constitution . They used both concept of democracy and socialism as guiding factor in 

achieving ends of society. 
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Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty Eight(12thOctober 

2014) 

Topic:  Science without religion is lame. Religion without science is blind. 

Essay:  

The search for the truth/knowledge has been a common quest of science and religion. The 

differences arise in the methodologies used to reach it. While science uses rationality, reason, 

evidence and empiricism, religion uses faith, revelation and sacredness to address the issue. 

The big bang theory in science and revelation of God in religions try to answer the same 

question, i.e the origin of the universe. In modern times religion has been losing out to 

science as new breakthroughs have been shattering the myths and superstitions of religious 

teachings. But the moral teachings still form the basis of the ethics and value system we 

espouse to reach. Without these values and morals, science can prove to be a potent weapon 

to rational and intelligent but selfish beings. 

Religion has been in the human civilization from time immemorial. The Egyptian 

civilization and Mohenjo-Daro present evidences of early religions. These religions had 

many gods. With changing time, the religions tried to keep up with changing needs. 

Religions like Buddhism and Jainism discarded the concept of God and worship, giving a 

feeling of atheism and based their teaching on rationalism, morality and values. But dogmas 

of the followers subdued their original teaching making Buddha and Tirthankara their 

Gods. In the west Judaism, Christianity and Islam flourished and taught monotheism. They 

discarded each others religions and their followers. Though now most of the prominent 

religions consider God to be one, but there is an incessant war for the proliferation of their 

respective religions. 

Science also developed during these civilization. Making fire, wheel and agriculture can be 

considered to be the earliest scientific discoveries. Astronomy, algebra and medical sciences 

were well developed in India. Shushruta ,Aryabhatta are some of the famous names in 

development of science and math. With the advent of science in Europe, the battle for 

supremacy between science and religion began. Greek philosophers like Aristotle and Plato 

were among the first to discuss it. Galileo and Copernicus proved that earth revolves around 

the sun and challenged the dictum of the Bible for which Galileo was forced to drink poison. 

The church was not ready to take a subordinate position to science. 

Eventually, science caught up and with the advent of industrial revolution and protestant 

Christians, rationality and reason took center stage. Superstitions started to fade away. Great 

progress in science was made. With new means of transportation like fast moving vehicles, 

ships and airplanes the world shrinked into global village. Colonialism was one of the side 

effects of industrial revolution and science. Religion complemented the efforts of 

colonalisation by propogating the myth that Christian religion was supreme . The British 
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came to India with gun in one hand and Bible in other. The missionaries forced conversion 

by making laws that lapsed land inheriting rights to non Christians. 

But not all was well. There was a constant tussle between the science and the religion for the 

supremacy. Many reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy said that they have important things 

to do than to get into debate over existence of God. Religious reform movements like 

BrahmoSamaj, Arya Samaj etc. They tried to reform religious attitudes through their 

movement against Sati and promoted widow remarriage and education of girls. Rituals and 

superstiotions of orthodox Hinduism were discarded. In western world Darwinism was 

promoted and other myths of bible like movement of sun around earth was broken. The 

world war 2 presented an opportunity for reconciliation between science and religion. 

The use of Atom bomb against Japan in Hiroshima and Nagasaki brought in the question of 

morality and religion in use of science. The killing of hundreds of thousands of people with 

just one bomb shocked the world and its use was condemned. The two pilots who dropped 

the Atomic bombs left their service and devoted their life to serve the victims of the nuclear 

holocaust. Though many other countries since then have acquired the atomic bomb, the 

pictures of mushrooming clouds of its use during WWII have somehow prevented an all out 

nuclear war. But many new issues regarding morality of science has been arisen. 

Gandhi has said that the most heinous and most cruel crimes of which history has record 

have been committed under the cover of religion or equally noble motives. Marx has 

described religion as the opium of people. Most wars have been fought in the name of 

religion. Even nationalism has been a manifestation of the religion. Prosecution of Jews by 

Christ believer Hitler in Germany and prosecution of Arabs in Palestine by Jews has proved 

Marx right. A mild difference between religion has led to division and creation of sects in 

the same religion. Protestant, orthodox, oriental, eastern, catholic are some denomination of 

same religion called chirstianity. Shia and Sunni are sects of Islam and Hinayana and 

Mahayana of Buddhism. In spite of belief in same God, hostility among sects of same 

religion is widely known. Prosecution of Shia by Sunni is widely known. In current era after 

revivalism movement called Wahabism, the Islam has taken to arms and their aim seems to 

push the world towards dark ages. September eleven attack on World Trade Center by 

Taliban and subsequesnt attack on Afganistan and Iraq are manifestiation of proving 

supremacy of respective religions and has helped proved Marxian theory about religion. 

Rationalism has taken a back seat and science has been used as a tool to promote jingoism. 

The world of science has come a far way and many new achievements have been made. The 

cold war led to fast proliferation of applied sciences and fast development in nuclear, 

chemical, biological fields mostly to use science to make weapons rather than their peaceful 

use. The space wars led to man reaching the moon and satellites and rovers were sent 

outside the earth‘s orbit. Chemical and biological weapons like mustard gas and anthrax 

were developed. Star Wars was a pet project of the American President which aimed to 

launch weapons from the space. Though the inventions of most of the research institute 

were intended to be used for war, many peaceful uses of the discoveries and inventions 

were also done. Nuclear power plants, vaccines, airplanes, satellites, supercomputers, 
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consumer products etc were all byproducts of the rivalaries. One wonders how the end of 

Cold war has led to slow down in new research around the world. But wars are not yet over. 

New moral and religious questions arose with the advent of new technologies in genetics. 

With the cloning of the sheep Dolly, the religious leaders became vociferous and rebuked 

scientific community for ―playing God‖. This is akin to the muslimsulemas during the 

Wahabi movement when art such as painting and singing was criticized as it led to creation 

which they argued challenged the creationist power of God. The scientific community 

claims that genetic research will help in increasing productivity of crops, treatment of 

incurable diseases and may help man to regenerate and prolong their lives. Designer babies, 

where the parents can pick genes to give their offsprings desired qualities, are a reality. The 

movie Gattacca captures the theme effectively. The protagonist, who is not a produced in a 

dish, beats the odd against genetically engineered almost perfect human beings to make his 

dream come true. But, who were to stop these scientists to produce a Frankenstien‘s 

Monster. The religious community is rightly worried. 

These questions were answered using regulatory mechanism made by respective 

governments mostly under pressure from the NGOs and the religious community. But legal 

solutions to such questions are not enough. Many governments constantly bypass these 

regulation and are secretly conduct research to produce genetically modified soldiers. The 

movie Star Trek: Into the darkness, captures this theme when a genetically engineered 

soldier goes rogue. The answer does not lie in stricter regulations but the right moral values 

imparted during education so that every person has the right ethics to know the difference 

between right and wrong. 

Education is a key to produce better human beings who has the right moral values and can 

take the right decision in face of adversity. It‘s easy to inculcate right moral values during 

childhood than in later parts of life. Use of parables from one‘s religion can serve to act as 

moral lessons to teach the right and the wrong. Aesop‘s fables and stories from Panchtantra 

and other religious texts can help provide moral teachings like courage, diligence, prudence, 

compassion, empathy, contentment, humility, gratitude, sincerity, faith, tolerance, honesty, 

unselfishness and self scrutiny. But caution needs to be taken to prevent religion from taking 

over education. Darwin‘s theory of evolution was banned in Christian missionary schools 

for many years as they believed in Creationism rather than evolution. Saffronisation of 

NCERT text books of history is another example. Though the constitution gives privately 

funded institutions right to decide the course material for education, its duty of the teachers 

to not mix dogmas and superstition with moral and scientific teachings of subjects. 

Objectivity and rationality which form the basic framework of philosophy must be 

inculcated during the school life. Science can be a tool for dispelling religious dogmas. Also 

it can be used to provide education to remote parts of country. Use of computers and 

mobiles for teaching can be a great use of science and technology. Also, internet connectivity 

can help open up sea of knowledge. The rational and objective teaching of science and moral 

values of religious teaching can help produce efficient and morally superior workforce. 
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The morally superior and efficient workforce will help in better management of 

administration. Administration which is beset by stories of graft, corruption, immoral use of 

discretionary powers, criminalization of politics, scams etc need moral and ethical code of 

conduct. Chanakaya has said that one who handles honey cannot be prevented from tasting 

it. Transparency and accountability can be enhanced by using both moral values and 

scientific advancement. Right to information, citizen charters, cutting back on discretionary 

powers can used to curb cases of corruption. These can be enhanced by using latest 

Information technology to provide correct information. Use of one stop kiosks and 

standardization of forms to deal with paper work and objective criteria for providing 

environment and other clearance for project will go long way in imparting corruption free 

governance. 

Use of science has also made us aware about the ongoing changes in the environment. 

Ozone layer depletion, greenhouse effect etc has been brought to the foray. Sattelites data 

has helped us predict the climate and has helped prevent many lives. Also, data on forest 

cover, increasing sea levels, retreating glaciers and decreasing productivity has led us to 

rethink about exploiting resources in a sustainable way. A moral and holistic response to 

environment is needed. 

Science, on one hand, has made our life easier and safer and has increased the chances of 

perpetuation of our species by working day and night to mask off the mysteries of the 

universe and its laws. It has helped in better understanding of the world around us. At, the 

same time it has provided us with biological, chemical and nuclear weapons to destroy the 

world thousand times over. The only thing that has kept us from using science as weapon 

and destroying the world and human race has been our morals and value for life which we 

mostly derive from religion. So, in the words of Mahatma Gandhi, all religions are true and 

all has some error in them. Our innermost prayer should be that a Hindu should be a better 

Hindu, a Muslim a better Muslim and a Christian a better Christian. 

 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Twenty Nine(19thOctober 

2014) 

Topic:  The Rise of Asia and the Decline of America – Analyse. 

Essay:  

It is often said that while 20th century belonged to America 

21st century will go to Asia, our own Prime Minister in his recent 

visit to USA quoted the latter half while addressing Indians in America at Madison 

Square. These words are not without reasons or wisdom, as, America proved their 

dominance in last century not once, twice but multiple times. Whether it was 

WWI, WWII, Salvaging Europe from post war disasters or winning cold war over 

Russia, America always proved their mettle. Their systems, technology, space 
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dominance, political order were way ahead when majority of Asia was in limbo 

and struggling to stand on its feet independently. 

But, the 21st century is different for variety of reasons. 

After more than 50 years of independence to majority of Asian nations, the 

world order seemingly changing on almost all the front (Political, Economic, 

Technological etc.). While the last century saw many draught, famine and one of 

the worst recession in East Asia, this century saw the turbulence in America in 

form of the subprime crisis; even though the ripple effect due American 

dominance shaken the entire world. But is the time like tide changing in Asia‘s 

favor? Can the blanket statement that Asia is the growing dragon be used? There 

are many issues and challenges which made us think deeply over this; the problems 

in Middle East, terrorism, dictatorship, communism and corruption have still 

kept the tight grip over Asian desire to be the order of this century. The 

opportunity, strength and weakness of Asia vis-a-via America can be seen on 

multiple levels and conclusion can be drawn over the claim if Asia is rising 

and America is declining. 

Political 

Most of the countries in Asia have adopted democracy, which is providing 

the much needed freedom, liberty and space to innovate. As, a result many entrepreneurs, 

scientists and researchers are coming up with new ideas. India itself is 

housing some of the biggest business houses and institutions of great 

scientific endeavor like TIFR and IISC, these were a distant dream half a 

century ago. Asian dominance can be observed not only domestically but also 

internationally. While China strength and say can be seen as UNSC permanent 

member, Indian claim for the same and support world over is noteworthy. Whether 

it is UN Peacekeeping force, action against chemical weapon, helping Food and 

Agriculture Organisation or WHO efforts, Asian contribution deserves bigger 

applause than America. 

However, Asian political order and endeavor can‘t be said as on the 

right path when we see the growing conflict in West Asia where religious 

fanatics have turned brutal in their desire to create a theological dystopia of 

medieval orders. The communist vs democratic war may have disappeared from the 

larger global space but still surviving in Asia and have the innate desire to 

resurrect, Chinese attempts to control the Hong Kong pursuit of democracy have 

shaken the world once again. On the other hand, when we see America, they are 

free from any such political malice and set on the path of development 

unanimously; America‘s hold on UN, NATO and other international organisation is 

still way ahead of any other country, which is unlikely to change in coming 

many decades. This continent haven‘t seen or are not likely to see much 

ideological imbalances compared to Asia, which make their case of dominance 

over world political order much stronger. 
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Economic 

Asia currently is the house and engine of growth while witnessing the 

three fastest growing and largest economy of the world. Their pursuit of 

economic growth are not only running a marathon but also at a very fast pace. 

There are multiple reasons which favors Asian countries pledge of economic 

growth; Asia have the world largest energy reservoirs and mineral resources, it‘s 

an attractive destination for foreign investments due to relative economic 

stability and growth rate, huge foreign reserves held by many countries like 

China, number of free trade agreement within themselves and upsurge as a self-sustaining 

economic model. Asia is not only turning out to be the largest manufacturing 

hub but also world food basket. Our unmatched young demographic dividend will 

remain unchallenged for coming many decades. But, it would be wrong to assume 

that America have lost the economic race compared to Asia. USA is still world 

largest economy, American continent have huge crude as well as shale gas reservoirs 

which has shaken the Middle East petroleum dominance recently. USA alone have 

largest vote share in IMF which virtually makes impossible for any IMF move 

without USA nod. The world dependence over USA dollar can be observed not only 

during Sub Prime Crisis but subsequent Fed Tapering as well. At the same time, 

the economic growth for Asian countries is not a cake walk; this is largely due 

to their own created regional conflicts, war on religious lines and precedence 

of conflict over cooperation. 

Technology 

This is one area where many Asian countries have reached way ahead 

western hemisphere on many fronts. India have recently reached Mars Orbital and 

became the first country which achieved the goal in the first attempt itself, 

at a minuscule cost compared to USA. And it‘s not just Mars, the much 

unchallenged USA dominance over Global Positioning System is likely to see 

stiff competition from IRNSS and Chinese Beidou in the coming few years. China 

is also not much behind with space station already in place and working 

aggressively towards stepping on Moon through Chaang series. The large Asian 

countries have not only touched the success feet in space but also on many 

other technological developments. One such is the defence technology with Asia 

have four nuclear weapon states and supersonic missile technologies. Asian 

shipping yards through put is way ahead of Americans. Asia is house of some the 

best technology institutes producing best brains year after year. However, 

America can‘t be misjudged as declining on technology, especially with their 

space programs already achieved what Asians are lining up for. Many of the 

world best product companies like Apple, Microsoft, Google and social medias 

like Facebook have flourished in recent times while Asians are at most just 

providing IT services to their companies. USA capability to cyber espionage 

have shaken the entire world, they have the capacity to monitor and track 

almost any individual on the planet at any given time. 
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Sociological 

Asia in past few decades have seen rise in the middle class, the growth 

in per capita income which is helping the people at large to afford better and 

healthy life styles. Asia is home of almost 75% of the world population but the 

Sociological challenges are innumerable amid this rosy picture of numbers. Much 

of our population is suffering from poverty, malnutrition and diseases. The 

demographic dividend instead of becoming a boon is becoming bane due to lack of 

adequate training facilities and employment opportunity. Middle East and Far 

East have become the breeding ground for terrorism and blood bath in absence of 

political order and development opportunities. On the contrary America have 

overcame many of these challenges decades ago. In words of Structure Functionalists 

like Talcott Parson, their society is more structured and evolving like an 

organism with interdependence on various institutions without much conflicts. 

Environment 

Franklin D Roosevelt had said, ―A nation that destroys its soils 

destroys itself. Forests are the lungs of our land, purifying the air and 

giving fresh strength to our people‖. Asian nations being a late starter in the 

growth story have shown the hunger in the recent past to grow, to compete with 

the west they need to grow at much faster rate. The consequences can be seen 

with China and India are already among the largest emitter of Greenhouse gas. 

However, America itself is not less and are the largest polluter of the 

environment. The tussle over the cutting down emission and greed for money, 

even in this desperate time, by not sharing technologies would result in win or 

loss will be decided by time and diplomacy, but it will certainly ensure the 

degradation of the humanity in totality. The reducing forest cover, growing 

pollution and distorting the natural flow of rivers is result of not only 

American but also the Asian moral values decline. What is more shameful, that 

America is looking for Profit opportunity even in this situation when some of 

the Island nations have literally cried and begged to save them against the 

rising sea! 

Geopolitical Challenges 

Asia have certainly emerged as a much independent and group of patriotic 

nations in the last few decades, every Asian nation have learnt to protect 

their boundary, sovereignty and national interests like they never did before. 

But, these interests and ambitions for protected boundaries are itself causing 

serious geo political tensions among them. The altercations over Seiku Island 

and ADIZ between China and Japan have given a chance to America to bite a piece 

from the pie. Chinese conflict with East Asian countries over South China Sea 

has created a whole lot of trouble for the small nations in the region. 

Similarly, China India boundary dispute has proved to be the strongest deterrence 

against the hope of becoming good neighbors and the great visions behind Panchsheel 
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Principals. America on the other hand were always sensitive about their 

neighborhood due to variety of reasons including ideological, peace and economic 

benefits. No wonder they took any intervention by Europe and Russia in this 

region very seriously. They have successfully ensured that their geographically 

isolated continent is free from any kind war. The 21st century Asia 

need to learn from this, the success can‘t be achieved without a cooperative 

and peaceful neighborhood. 

Conclusion 

As Herbert H. Humphrey had said, ―Asia is rich in people, rich in 

culture and rich in resources. It is also rich in trouble‖. He wasn‘t wrong 

Asia holds huge potential due to vast swathes of resources and creative people 

to optimize it for wellbeing of humanity. It‘s a continent with huge economic 

potential and cultural diversity but what is missing is tolerance for ideology. 

The way west have learnt the principals of democracy, liberty, freedom Asia 

need to learn the same. It cannot come from outside but it has to come from 

within. Asia can be next superpower and dominate the World if and only if they 

learn the basic principles of humanity and tolerance. America on the other hand 

understood it very wisely that one can only win the world when they win 

themselves first. America have certainly seen a slight decline in their 

dominance in the world place recently but not because of their own fall but the 

isolated rise of a few Asian nations. 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Thirty(26thOctober 2014) 

Topic:  India’s Internal Security Challenges – Evolution, Nature and State’s Responses 

Essay: 

Background and Evolution 

In the Arthashastra, Kautilya wrote that a state could be at risk from four types of threats 
internal, external, externally-aided internal, and internally-aided external. He advised that of 
these four types, internal threats should be taken care of immediately, for internal troubles, 
like the fear of the lurking snake, are far more serious than external threats. The most 
dangerous enemy is the enemy within. 

The long struggle with the British and the arduous efforts to consolidate British provinces 
and Princely states into a federal India generated considerable anxiety about sustainability 
of Indian state, particularly when the country was marked by numerous ethnic groups, 
varied culture, innumerable languages, multitude of religion, castes and tribes, etc. It was a 
challenging task for the constitution makers to build the effective institutions and 
constitutional framework in this regard. 
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The Republic of India took the challenge of internal security with all earnestness. The 
Constitution of India envisaged a federal framework of polity with clear demarcation of 
powers entrusted to the Union and the Units in the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution. It 
is noteworthy in this context that the Constitution allotted public order and police to the 
States and put criminal law, criminal procedure, preventive detention, etc. in the concurrent 
jurisdiction in view of their relevance to the Centre‘s responsibility for national security and 
the need to maintain uniformity of criminal law and procedure across the country. 

For extraordinary situation which demand extraordinary interventions, Article 352 was 
provided which dealt with the ‗Emergency Situation‘- A potential bearer on Internal 
Security as felt by our forefathers. Similar provisions were provided in other articles. Article 
352, constitutional break-down of state machinery under Article 356 and financial 
emergency under Article 360 provided such possibilities. Article 355 empowers the Union 
Government to deploy central paramilitary forces in a state where public order is in 
jeopardy and outside the control of the police as it shall be the duty of the Union to protect 
every State against external aggression and internal disturbance. Article 257 (1) provides 
that in case of conflict, the valid exercise of Union executive power must take priority over 
the valid exercise of state executive power. 

Then, came The 42nd Amendment to the Constitution (1976), which inserted in the Union 
list "Deployment of any armed forces of the Union or any other force subject to the control of 
the Union or any contingent or unit thereof in any State in aid of the civil power; powers, 
jurisdiction, privileges and liabilities of the members of such forces while on such 
deployment‖. The State list was also altered to make additions to ‗Public Order‘ and ‗Police‘. 
The Constitution also carried a strong centralist thrust and enabled. Thus, the internal 
security challenges were visioned at the very outset and there were provisions to deal with 
it, but sadly, because of the last three decades witnessing multiple violences in different part 
of country, posing internal security threats, it was perceived to make several laws which 
could provide measures to deal with them. They were: Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety 
Act, 1978, Assam Preventive Detention Act, 1980, National Security Act, 1980, amended 1984 
and 1987. Anti-Hijacking Act, 1982, Armed Forces (Punjab and Chandigarh) Special Powers 
Act, 1983, to just name a few. 

Thus, it may be seen that India‘s readiness to deal with the internal security challenges 
witnessed organic growth, and was continuous in the sense that, in the last 6 decades after 
independence, several measures were taken by Government, Policy makers and Strategic 
thinkers in this direction. 

Nature and components 

Basically, the Government of India faces major internal security threat emanating from three 
area: Naxalism, Urban Terrorism and Cyber Attacks. This list is not exhaustive but inclusive. 
These three are the major components of the security threat, which time and again, are 
posing serious threat on India, its territory and its people. But sadly, our preparations to 
deal with them are not up to mark. They are adhoc and they lack in pro activeness. 

a) Naxalism: The former Prime Minister of India, Dr.Manmohan Singh, prioritized 
Naxalism as the biggest threat to Internal Security. He said that it is imperative to control 
Left-wing extremism for the country‘s growth. 
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Making a beginning in Naxalbari in West Bengal and Telengana in Andhra Pradesh in the 
1970s, the movement has since spread to many states: Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh and Orissa. The root cause for the rise in Left extremism is the inability of the 
states to address the many genuine grievances of the people. The gap between the 
unrealistic expectations, fuelled by populist rhetoric, and their actual fulfilment has 
increased and not decreased over the years. 

Effective steps to reduce ethnic and social inequalities, disparities in educational and 
employment opportunities, and for creating an effective machinery for the redressal of 
public grievance, are absolutely essential to improve the environment in which extremist 
violence flourishes. Steps to reduce economic deprivation and improve the delivery of 
essential services can erode the base of public support on which the extremist movements 
survive. 

Also, the need for a well co-ordinated security apparatus can hardly be over emphasised. It 
should include the police, the paramilitary forces, the army and the intelligence agencies. A 
composite force on the lines of the National Security Guards (NSG) should be organised in 
all the states, even in those states where the internal security situation is not so serious. 

b) Urban Terrorism: The term ‗terrorism‘ is exceedingly difficult to explain. A Chinese 
philosopher describes it as, ―to kill one and frighten a thousand‖. In simple words, 
―terrorism is the indiscriminate use of force to achieve a political aim‖. 

India has been grappling with the risk of urban terrorism since many decades, but, in the 
recent past it has witnessed a series of strikes in many parts of the country. The last decade 
has witnessed lethal strikes on the Indian Parliament on 13 December 2001, synchronized 
series of attacks in the economic hub of India, Mumbai on 26 November 2008, and the bomb 
blast in the technology, educational and real estate hub of India, Pune on 13 February 2010. 

More recently, on 27 October 2013, a series of bomb blasts rocked the city of Patna, Bihar at a 
massive election rally for BJP Prime Ministerial candidate NarendraModi, but even this was 
not enough for the government to learn lessions and correct its machinery in dealing with 
the terrorists. 

Thus, citing the varied impacts of urban terrorism, it can be well placed as second most 
prominent threat to India‘s Internal Security. 

c) Cyber Attack: With the dawn of 21st Century, India has witnessed yet an another kind of 
threat to its security. The modern era of Internet has made it even more vulnerable in its 
impacts. ONGC oil rigs using SCADA (Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition) 
industrial 
systems were found to be infected by worm, massive infections in a mega power project in 
Gujarat using SCADA systems controlling the generation and transmission network in 
western India, knocking off signal and control systems on Delhi Metro‘s crucial links, 
throwing the capital‘s most used public transport system into chaos, were some of the severe 
revelations in this regard. India is quickly becoming the second-largest victim of 
cyberattacks after the United States. 

In addition to this, India faces other challenges too which are more of a local nature. These 
may be summed up under the following sub headings: 
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1) Security Scenario in Jammu and Kashmir- Internal security has persistently been a 
challenging issue in Jammu and Kashmir. However, security concerns assumed alarming 
proportions in the late 1980s, when militancy in Jammu and Kashmir became a major source 
of tension for the Indian state. Kashmir problem has been blamed upon a wide range of 
factors, from the ISI operations to the failure of the Indian government to respect the wishes 
of Kashmiris—to institute democracy and create a framework for effective self-rule and 
autonomy for the people of Kashmir. 

2) Security Scenario in the North-East- In the North-East- Different states face different 
security challenges. Assam has witnessed increased ULFA violence; Manipur continues to 
be affected by ethnic conflicts and insurgent activities of a large number of militant groups, 
inter-factional clashes in Nagaland continue to be a source of tension and Meghalaya and 
Arunachal Pradesh continue to suffer from violence. 

3) Communal clashes- The communal fight between Hindus and Muslims is another severe 
blow to our security. The recent clashes between the Hindu and Muslim communities in 
Muzaffarnagar district, Uttar Pradesh, in August–September 2013 killing 62, injuring 93 and 
leaving 50000 people displaced expose our preparedness in dealing with such grave 
situations. 

State‘s response & Recent governmental interventions 

As far as Naxalism is concerned, The Central Government has taken various measures to 
control Left Wing Extremism which includes augmenting the strength of Central Armed 
Police Forces; establishment of National Security Guard (NSG) hubs at Chennai, Kolkata, 
Hyderabad and Mumbai; strengthening and re-organizing of Multi-Agency Centre to enable 
it to function on 24x7 basis; and sanctioning of new Specialized India Reserve Battalions 
(SIRB). The Central Government also proposes release of funds under the Special 
Infrastructure Scheme to the States of Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Odisha to raise 
Special Task Force to combat LWE. The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 has been 
amended to strengthen the punitive measures. 

In the field of Urban Terrorism, India‘s response is very pathetic. India‘s experiments with 
POTA, TADA and UAPA have failed to deliver the desired results. The recent steps to bring 
NCTC met with no success, with large number of states opposing the establishment of the 
same. Indian Military continue to suffer from obsolete equipments, outdated technologies, 
shortage of military personnel, poor investment from abroad. There is a lack of effective 
training to para-military forces like CRPF, too. 

In the area of Cyber Security, our country is early to realize its concerns. National Cyber 
Security Policy 2013, is a proposed law by Department of Electronics and Information 
Technology (DeitY), Ministry of Communication and Information Technology, Government 
of India, which is due to be passed by parliament, aimed at protecting the public and private 
infrastructure from cyber attacks. The policy also intends to safeguard "information, such as 
personal information (of web users), financial and banking information and sovereign data". 
The urgent need is to strengthen Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) and the 
Regulatory Framework for ensuring a SECURE CYBERSPACE ECOSYSTEM. 

What is needed: There is a immediate need to bring the ‗Police Reforms‘. What is it who 
fights with the Naxals? It‘s Police. But sadly, or policing system is the same as was 
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introduced by the British. Notwithstanding, the recent Supreme Court order of 2006 to bring 
reforms in this direction, nothing substantial took place. On security fronts, All cities must 
establish a network of mohalla committees and housing societies to monitor all suspicious 
movement in their own locality. Each city must have a dedicated police officer to man this 
24x7. Also, the State-Of-Art technology should be introduced in the Indian Defence and 
Para-military set up. The Intelligence agencies like IB, R&AW, NIA need to reformed. More 
importantly, the government should change its policy that it has with respect to naxalites 
and terrorists. Also, it should take pro-active approach in dealing with them. The politics 
should be segregated from the development. Including all the stakeholders in any decision 
with respect to new initiatives will bring more insights into the problems and the remedies. 
If these things are strictly adhered to, India will gain considerably on security related 
aspects. 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Thirty One(02ndNovember 

2014) 

Topic:  ―Non-violence is the first article of my faith. It is also the last article of my creed.‖ 

– M. K. Gandhi 

Essay: 

Non-violence is the personal practice of being harmless to self and others under every 

condition. It comes from the belief that hurting people, animals or the environment is 

unnecessary to achieve an outcome. It forms an integral part of India‘s rich cultural heritage 

and its religious philosophies, having been propounded by many religions like Buddhism, 

Jainism and Hinduism. It is necessary in current perspective to revisit the concept and 

understand its meaning and relevance in current scenario. 

Ashoka 

The value of ―Ahimsa‖ or non-violence was realised initially by Asoka, who after his war 

with Kalinga, seeing the terrible human tragedy that was left in its wake, decided to follow it 

and took his rule and his kingdom to new levels of human progress and achievement. 

However, he also took stringent measures to ensure that people would not rise up in 

rebellion against him and though he did not wage another war, he was not 

against utilising force to maintain peace. 

Mahatma Gandhi 

Non-violence was one of the biggest philosophies re-taught to us by Mahatma Gandhi 

which resulted in people from all walks of life coming together and protesting against the 

colonial rule as one entity, something which nobody thought was possible. It was possibly 

the 

most radical approach that could have been adopted in face of oppression and strength of 

British colonial force, which was at its peak during the time. This philosophy catapulted the 

struggle for India‘s independence from the level of collection of a disorganised, 
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unsynchronised and localised efforts to the shape of a nation-wide mass movement with a 

wide base, a common goal and a common demand. 

But as time progressed and disillusionment with the British grew, be it for being mocked in 

respect to demands after extending support to British in World War I, during the multiple 

round table conferences, or the continuing policy of Divide & Rule followed by British, as 

well as their use of force in making India a part of World War II without considering the 

demand of local population, even Mahatma Gandhi shifted away from his long-standing 

condemnation of violence. In 1942, a few months before the Quit India resolution was 

announced, ―Gandhi argued that under certain conditions the use of violence would not 

injure the national cause, however much he might prefer a different form of service‖. 

Gandhi had 

always argued that violence was acceptable to use in immediate self-defense such as against 

murderers and rapists, and by 1942, he had decided that violent resistance to British rule 

could also fit underneath this category, as a form of immediate and instinctual resistance 

against criminal acts. These excerpts from our history serve the purpose of exemplifying that 

non-violence in its pure form is not always advisable. While it did a tremendous job of 

weaving different threads of people in same cloth of Indian nationalism, it fell short of 

expectation when it came to actually moving British into developing a favorable stance 

towards India. 

Non-violence as First article of Faith 

Non-violence is still the first article of faith when it comes to India‘s domestic as well as 

foreign policy. 

This is visible in the way India deals with its neighbours, despite multiple 

provocations and aggressions, since its Independence. Even in case of internal treats like 

those of Left Wing extremism, the policy has more focus on increasing the level of 

development in these areas and facilitating surrender by extremists rather than following an 

all-out policy of warfare. That we do not believe in responsing to violence by violence until 

made necessary was also reflected in the Supreme Court‘s verdict against ―SalwaJudum‖, 

due to its questionable means of achieving success in LWE affected areas. 

The ill-effects of war and violence are easily noticeable in the world around us. Countries in 

Africa which are war-torn are decades, even centuries behind the developing and developed 

countries in terms of their infrastructure and human development. Most of the focus of 

policy makers is in securing themselves by being a part of the Arms Race for which they are 

heavily reliant on Western Superpowers. Even in India, 12% of our GDP is spent on Defence 

while only 7% of it is spent on health and welfare measures for the general public. This 

shows the enormous 

difference that peace can make to the world around us. Even internally, the difference in 

growth between violence affected areas of central India and peaceful areas are glaring. 

Violence on a smaller scale has become much more common in the garb of peaceful 

measures. We often see protests turning violent, communal hatred being instigated and riots 

being fuelled in the name of achieving results which could never justify such means. Such 
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violence is detrimental to the very fabric of society and leaves wounds which keep festering 

unseen for a long time. 

Not the Last Article of Creed 

But in the current global scenario where countries are armed to teeth to protect their 

interests as well as safeguard themselves against external and internal aggressions, non-

violence cannot be the final article of one‘s creed. Today India is being threatened on 

multiple security fronts and issues range from known external and internal threats to 

external state sponsored terrorism. Despite multiple efforts being made in the direction, the 

armed conflicts-both internal and external-show no 

sign of abating, and are a big threat to nation‘s sovereignty as well as 

economic and social progress. Surely some efforts outside the bounds of 

non-violence are necessitated under such circumstances. 

On a global perspective, we can see countries in Middle East and Africa who are being war-

torn and no solution can be seen in sight, in these cases non-violence is not the answer in 

their current state of affairs. Militant Organizations like ISIS and Boko Haram 

cannot be controlled by non-violence and affective stringent measures are required to 

control them before they create more chaos and blood-shed. Over the last century several 

such outfits have and genocides have wreaked havoc on humanity. Senseless violence is not 

the answer to such transgressions on human life and property but controlling them is 

necessary before corrective steps could be taken. 

There exists a strong correlation between peace, prosperity and non-violence. In areas 

having high growth rates, we seldom find violent measures being undertaken to achieve any 

results. It is 

necessary to ensure that the fruits of growth and development are shared with all. The 

philosophy of non-violence cannot stand on its own, it needs the support of crutches of 

pillars of equality, brotherhood and respect for all. These values need to be imbibed by 

current as well as future generations to make a positive change in global scenario. The world 

is an inter-connected village today and as long as there will be poverty, under-development 

and dissatisfaction in one area or the other, it is not possible to eliminate the cause of 

violence from our society and truly take the path of non-violence. This can only be done if 

we start trying to achieve results by using non-violence as the first measure of solving 

things. Only then can we progress as a society and make it as a final article of creed in true 

sense. 
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Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Thirty Two(09thNovember 

2014) 

Topic:  ―How to End Violence in the World?‖ 

Essay: 

We can stop violence by first understanding the root cause.  Many violent acts are caused by 
anger.  Anger is an emotional energy.  Emotional energies are not physical 
energies.  Emotional energies are created in each of us on nonphysical levels of our 
being.  Some people call this level the Spirit.  Some people call this level the Soul.  There are 
two essential parts to our being.  The physical and the nonphysical.  Call it what you may, 
they both exist.  They are both functional.  Both are alive.  Two essential parts to us, the 
physical is a temporary experience, the nonphysical is indestructible and eternal.  There are 
physical sciences, as well as non-physical sciences.  In that nonphysical part of each of us, is 
where our emotions begin. 
 
 
That nonphysical part of us generates many kinds of energies and energy fields, all the time, 
24 hours a day, while awake or sleeping.  We generate emotional energies from the very first 
day we are born.  Among the many energies we generate, one energy field is called the 
aura.  The aura is a protective shield, generated by that nonphysical part of us, and is meant 
to protect us from negative or harmful emotional energies from others. 
 
 
Many people for many reasons generate negative or harmful emotional energies like 
rage,anger and hatred. All three have slightly different energies to them, and 
intensities.  Anger can be healthy, when used and released appropriately as energy.  When 
it's not released appropriately or not released at all, it can have devastating effects upon the 
individual, and those who come into contact with the individual. Because we are taught to 
hold in our feelings, we do.  We can also hold in the emotional energies that accompany 
these angry or hostile feelings towards ourselves or others. 
 
Few Causes of Violence are:Lack of Meaning  

A lack of meaning is a lack of love ... of work that makes a difference ... of a reason to be ... 
and become better each day. Meaningless relationships, jobs, and schooling all add up to a 
lack of caring about themselves and the people and world around them ... and that fuels the 
cycle of violence. 
The critical task is to find and infuse meaning into the lives of violent people ... who act out 
because they do not know what else to do, or where to turn.  
  
Lack of Resources  
Those without power often lack the very resources they need to make their lives better in a 
meaningful and real way. Without enough money to buy the education, housing, clothing, 
food, and medical care every person needs to not only survive, but thrive ... violence 
becomes a viable option when nothing better comes along. 
Those without resources are stressed, increasing the need for the things they can not afford. 
And a lack of ideas and ignorance leads to the few resources they do have being used in 
ways that do not make a big enough difference to change things. Coping, instead of 
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climbing out of the pit of despair, becomes the norm. And generation after generation 
become stuck ... and are held down. 
Starved for the resources they need, the critical task becomes getting the resources flowing 
into the lives of those who will thrive because of it. Creating the good and services that will 
connect the resources with those who will be transformed by it ... and in turn seed the 
resources to transform other lives and the urban or rural landscape that is struggling. 
   
Lack of Love  
Love turned inside out sparks violence. And most people end up hurting the ones they are 
supposed to love and protect. Not feeling loved ... or loved in the right way ... can and does 
drive people crazy. And like hitting the stone instead of talking to it, they lose the keys to 
paradise when they belittle, scare, abuse or hit the ones they love. Some turn their anger on 
total strangers ... or strike out hoping someone will notice and know how to help them. 
Some turn the violence against themselves. 
   
  
Lack of Hope  
When every hope is lost, people give up ... and some turn to the only thing that will change 
things ... waking other people up or working actively on their own destruction. 
The critical task is to renew hope and revive it with action ... action that changes things, that 
lets light start peeping under the door. The opening doors, to let more hope in and show the 
way to ... a brighter day, a better future, an opportunity to transform things in a meaningful 
way. The challenge is overcoming years of neglect, hopelessness, thoughtlessness, 
depression and the inertia of having given up ..from those you help and the ones around 
them.  
 
 
 
So many people have great amounts of trapped emotional energies locked inside of their 
energy fields, causing the physical and nonphysical systems to improperly function.  Too 
much trapped emotional energy in our system can cause the mind to be distracted towards 
negative thoughts and feelings, towards ourselves and others.  Acting as a lightning rod, 
new negative events and feelings experienced by the individual, activates the trapped 
emotional energies stored in that person's energy fields, causing small emotional events to 
become large ones.  Negative emotional events occurring on a larger scale, can also have a 
quick and severe impact upon the national and world consciousness.  We can stop violence 
by exercising personal energetic self-control. 
 
 
By understanding the energetic properties of violence, the individual can control the body's 
energy fields, greatly reducing the risk of violence.  Learning how to release negative 
emotional energies like anger is scientific and practical in its procedure and 
application.  Our energy fields do not really want to hold in excess and negative emotional 
energies. We need only learn how to access our own energy fields, in order to clear and 
release them on a daily basis.  Releasing negative emotional energies can be accomplished 
by an experienced practitioner that works with energy fields.  Also, by clearing much 
accumulated excess and negative emotional energies, our bodies are naturally retrained to 
continue to release harmful emotional energies that we come to contact with everyday and 
emotional energies from our past. 
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Too much trapped emotional energies in our bodies energy fields can lead to inner stress, 
anxiety, sleep problems, health issues, anger and violence, and a host of other issues that 
arise when the physical and nonphysical systems are not functioning properly. 
 
 
The responsibility to end violence lies with the individual.  We each are capable of taking 
care of our nonphysical systems as well as our physical bodies. We also need to learn how to 
protect ourselves from harmful emotional energies generated by others we come into 
contact with at work and social situations.  There are practical methods to strengthening our 
auras and emotional energy fields. There are simple, yet effective methods that work, and 
will make a difference. 
 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Thirty Three(16thNovember 

2014) 

Topic:  ―India Needs Smart Villages, Not Smart Cities – Critically Comment‖ 

Essay: 

1. It is known to all that India lives in villages 

2. as per 2011 census 68% of our population lives in more than 6 lakh villages 

3. Gandhiji's vision-antodaya, sarvodaya, development of agriculture, cottage industries 

4. DPSP: state's duty to reduce inequality 

5. Therefore, if development is to be taken to the masses then villages need to be developed 

6. Smart city is one in which ICT is used to develop social and intellectual capital by 

engaging citizens, reducing environmental usage, participation of citizens in governance 

thru IT, people-led innovation etc. 

7. All the above mentioned points are needed more in villages than in cities if India is to 

develop in real sense. 

8. There are lots of problems in villages today: social problems include- oppression and 

isolation of backward sections and vulnerable persons like women, children and disabled, 

presence of blind beliefs and superstitions. 

Economic problems like widespread poverty and inequality, agricultural stagnation, 

exploitation of farmers by moneylenders and APMC traders etc 

Technological problems like lack of access to modern IT technologies, agri tech etc 

Infrastructural problems like lack of sanitation, drinking water, electricity, primary schools, 

quality education 

Political problems such as polarization on the basis of religion leading to riots, apathy of 

local administration and political leadership towards ppls problems. 

Today India lags behind even developing countries of the world in various critical indicators 

of development such as HDI, GGI etc. due to its backward villages. 

9. On the other hand urban areas of India are developing. Big cities have availability of 

industries, technology, internet, jobs, public infra etc. leading to overcrowding, rise in crime, 

fall in the availabality of resources and so on. growth in urban areas leading to decrease in 

availability of land for agriculture and so on. 
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10. Therefore, if technological revolution is to be spread to the masses then it should begin 

with the villages. 

11. Smart village would be the one wherein children are made available ICT and interactive 

softwares in learning, institutions of higher education are made available with online 

material include lectures by eminent professors and researchers from world over. 

Farmers being given online information about seed prices, MSP prices, value of agri 

commodities in commodity markets and so on. 

Village waste management is being conducted in a smart way using modern technologies 

such as solid waste management system and biogas plants. 

Every village has its own captive grid wherein electricity is generated using renewable 

sources like solar power/wind power 

Most importantly all government institutions in village are computerised. There is online 

suggestion portal, grievance redressal mechanism. All essential services like ration card, 

passport etc. are available online. All govt personnel including the panchayat members are 

computer literates. 

Special emphasis on healthcare: remote surgeries are possible 

Emphasis on women and children: spreading computer literacy, SHGs are made aware of 

the importance of computer literacy. 

12. Concept of collective intelligence: suggestions from entire gramsabha are taken eg: before 

setting up any industrial project. best practices from world over are adopted, sister village 

agreements with other villages from across the globe etc.....  

13. Emphasis on climate change: agri practices countering climate change 

14. Good transportation facilties 

15. Use of ICT in disaster management: training provided to villagers in basic disaster 

prevention, mitiagtion and rescue strategies etc 

16. encouragement to traditional handicrafts and local cultural elements thru ICT 

All these positive steps will lead to true empowerment of India's masses. They wont have to 

migrate to cities to look for jobs. Distress migration will stop. Youth wont get educated just 

to find jobs but to become entrepreneurs and create jobs. Villages of India will become self 

sufficient as they were in the pre-british era. 

More importantly social problems arising from isolation and suppression vulnerable 

sections will reduce and there will be more equality and fraternity among the people.  

As people will learn more and more about the world around them they will shun traditional 

superstitious beliefs. 

Conferences and programmes of international level would be held in villages. 

Smart villages could be projected as development models to the world. Other developing 

countries like brazil, south africa, thailandetc can learn from us. 

What is required to bring such a revolution in India is change of attitude of both public 

representatives and citizens. We need a paradigm shift from the thinking that just by 

developing the cities and creating a few thousand jobs therein would help India develop. 

This needs to change. Coordinated effort from all local, state and central administration is 

what is required. Support from international agencies such as IMF, UN and WB could be 
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sought with regards to gaining technological, technical expertise as well as financial 

resources. 

 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Thirty Four (23rdNovember 

2014) 

Topic:  ―For a Bright Future, India Needs  Economic Patriotism and Techno-nationalism‖ 

Essay: 

For a Bright Future, India Needs Economic Patriotism and Techno-nationalism" 

Patriotism is normally defined as love for the nation, both in the time of the war as well as 

during peace. Nationalism is more assertive than the former & it propagates the superiority 

of nation over another. 

Thus if we draw the corollary, then economic patriotism becomes equivalent to love for 

national economy by common people, as well as indigenous industrialists, Techno 

nationalism is nothing but feeling of manufacturing better products both in terms of cost & 

quality using own technology. 

India is certainly an emerging power in the changing global order & also playing a pivotal 

role in shiifting balance of power equation.But whether its role will be confined to being a 

mute spectator or active player, depends on its economical might &techonological prowess. 

Thus development of economic patriotism & techno nationalism is sine qua non for India to 

become a global leader. 

Economic Patriotism 

Pre 1991, India's economic policies were mostly marked by Nehruvian socialism. Though it 

was a closed economy, dominated by "license raj", it couldnt do much in accelerating "Hindu 

rate of growth". GDP growth moved between 4-6%. Eventually the system culminated into 

BoP crisis. 

Era of LPG ( Liberalisation, Privatisation, Globalisation) created a paradigm change in 

India's economic policy. It stopped the monopoly of domestic players. Foreign players 

became strong contenders in almost ever field, barring some where the former's entry was 

restricted. India crossed the long resented 5-6% GDP % deadlock & touched almost double 

digit in 2008-09. 

Albeit it ushered in growth for service industry in leaps & bounds, it did little good for the 

manufacturing industry. Service industry grew from 8 million USD in 2001 to 100 million 

USD in 2011, where as manufacturing industry almost remained constant. Thus though 

economic liberisation has augur well for the Indian economy in some of the field, it has not 

contributed much in the long term development of the economy. 
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Long term development can only be done by giving fillip to he secondary industry. But such 

push requires solving certain problems: 

a) Anathema of Red tapism 

b) Ineptness of govt in making bold reforms 

c) Rampant corruption 

Poisonous combination of all these factors compelled even indian Industrialists to invest 

abroad. 

Techno-nationalism 

Despite being one of the hubs of the intellectual proficiency. most of the manufactured 

goods are imported from outside. India is presently largest importer of arms.India spends 

8.2 billion USD on importing weapons, where as china spends meagre 1.5 billion USD. 

Manufactured items cost India approximaely 70 billion USD per year.With the rapid 

increase in usage of electronic items , it has the potential of hitting 400 billion USD by 2019 & 

displacing crude oil from the top slot of imported items. 

Sadly Instead of becoming R&D or manufacturing hub, it has become the back office of the 

world in the era of globalisation. 

Is the future bleak? 

It is true the present situation is not too bright, but that doesnt necessarily mean tomorrow 

wont be brighter. 

Presently India is at 139th rank in "Ease of Doing Buisness". GoI wants to bring it within top 

50. 

Govt has given great emphasis on manufacturing industry. It has initiated a new scheme of 

"Make in India", which intends to give a new lease of life to the potential giant 

manufacturing industry. Also to reinstill faith & "patriotism" in industrtrialists, govt. has 

started single window clearance for buisness proposal approvals & plans to amend Labour, 

Land acquisition laws,enact GST etc. 

The recent acceptance of India's demand at WTO for stockpiling is a glowing example of 

India's growing economic clout. Also recently S&P has revised their rating about of 

perception about India's investment clmate from "Negative " to "Stable". 

To bolster the technological nationalism, govt has rolled out "Digital India" policy & have 

given great amount of emphasis on R&D. Also for skill development GoI has revamped the 

Skill development scheme of Ajeevika&relaunched it as "DeenDayal Skill Development 

Scheme." The grand success of Mars Orbiter Mission will surely send positive vibes to the 

MNCs who are in conundrums regarding manufacturing potenial in India. 
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Rampant corruption, Policy paralysis, Tax terrorism- the list of impediments of doing 

buisness in India wontend . But it wont be a good idea to waste time ruminating about the 

past failures.Self confidence needs to be regenerated & proper policy formulation process 

should be made expedient. "A war is won or lost, before they begin, based on the strategy 

adopted." PM Modi has declared that 21st century belongs to Asia & India will play a key 

role in it. We can only hope that it will become a reality & not remain merely as a reverie. 

Weekly Essay Writing Challenge – 2014: Week Thirty Five (30th November 

2014) 

Topic:  ―The Media and Violence in India‖ 

 Essay:  

 
If one were to watch prime time television debates on important National issues in some of 
the electronic media channels, from abusive language usage to unrestricted public show of 
tempers, what would the message viewers get? especially the children and the young 
population of this country, expected to experience the benefits from 
demographic dividend ? .  
It's not mere Assertiveness but an Aggressive posture, which is crucial for succeding in this 
highly competitive world - this could be the message that gets reinforced and it goes long 
way in contributing to changing value system of the society from co-operation and harmony 
to aggressiveness and violence.  
Contrasting to this subtle form of Violence, findings from the recent sexual assault cases, 
which shook the entire country's conscience, indicate more direct forms of Violence, 
reinforced directly or indirectly in whatever meagre forms by media, in particularly Social 
Media. Some of the accused in these cases indulged themselves in watching Pornography 
before committing such ghostly violent activities. 
 Similar is the case with recent sexual assaults on Children, of 3-4 years age, in Bangalore 
schools. However, it's no less a phenomenal achievement that the significant and dominant 
role played by media in arising the National Consciousness ,in contributing to India's 
National movement, in strengthening and consolidating Independent India and in 
upholding social justice.  
But with the advent of Globalization, Liberalization and Technological revolutions, Media 
also undergone unprecedented changes in its reach, impact, value system , with some of it's 
intended or unintended consequences of promoting violence or other anti-social behaviours 
either directly or indirectly. Both Media and Violence has myriad manifestations 
,encompassing social, political, cultural, economic and environmental aspects, 
which would need to be illustrated in understanding not only about how Media 
influences Agressive behaviours but also to recognize how a collective effort of Media and 
Citizens can turn the wheel around to promote pro-social behaviour, contributing to 
National building. 

Varied Forms of Violence and Media: 
----------------------------------- 

"Intolerance itself is a form of Violence and it undermines democratic Principles‖ - Gandhiji. 
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The above mentioned TV debates do foster intolerance to dissent views, undermining the 
very democratic principles that the Media has to champion. Similarly, conspicuous Mass 
Consumption, of which Media becomes one of the mail agents in promoting this 
behaviour, is again a one more form of Subtle violence, in its broader terms. Excessive 
Consumerism is leading us to environmental degradation, imbalanced consumption of 
already scarce natural resource, resulting in wide inequalities and social unrest, by 
segregating people to "Have's ―and "Have Not's ". It's an act of violence against the Nature, 
especially Wild life. 

Apart from this, Corruption ,Black money and other economic terrorism acts also get 
influenced by Media, though in very subtle and in often unrecognizable ways. 

For example, if the Media itself engages in corrupt practices such as "Paid News", what 
message it propagates? It might reinforce that it's ok to be corrupt and corruption becomes a 
way of life, making the people indifferent to corruption. These are all subtle forms of 
Violence ,distinct from more direct and dangerous forms of Violence, influenced by Media, 
such as Violence against women, children, weaker sections of society like Dalits, Communal, 
Linguistic and Regional violent clashes, Terrorism, Insurgency .etc. 

On a similar note, the recent communication technology revolution has chnaged the Media 
from its traditional form of Print Media and Films, in it's simplest forms to more nuanced 
forms of Media such as innumerable no of Electronic Television channels, Social Media like 
Twitter, Facebook , Citizen Journalism, Video Games, Mobile Advertising .etc. Each of these 
forms has increased many folds of the media influence, reach and impact on its' target 
people. 

Media influence on Aggressive Behaviour: 

------------------------------------------------------ 

"Does aggressive person watch violent programs on Media " ? or " Does Violent program on 
a Media make a person aggressive " ? . This is a classical research question in Social 
Psychology and what comes out very clear is that Media has a firm and definitive role to 
play in promoting aggressive behaviour in Children. Though there are varied no of other 
factors which determine the real-time behaviour, this has a much more bearing for India, 
where Universal education is still far from reality. 

The recent Supreme court guidelines of how Media should report court proceedings, 
respecting the rights of the victims and how Not to glamorize, glorify and sensationalize 
crime, illustrate the role Media has been playing in promoting Violent behaviour. Indecent 
representation of the women in Media and Films has contributed to objectification of 
Women and further reinforced the patriarchal mindset of the Indian men. This has been 
resulting in more crimes against women. 

Fuelling Communal, Linguistic and Regional Clashes and Guiding Values of Media : 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

India is a pluralistic country and has witnessed many riots and clashes based on religion, 
language, region .etc, whether it is 1990's Mumbai riots or 1960's Hindi official language 



Insights Essays Compilation - 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                                INSIGHTS Page 141 
 

issue or more recent origin of increasing intra-state and inter-state water disputes - 
In each of these issues, Media has to conduct it's affairs in objective and impartial ways. 
Media's role has been questioned number of times in sensationalizing the ordinary issues 
beyond their due importance and fuelling further social tensions and mistrust. Rather than 
bridging the social harmony and trust, it's acting as a catalyst to fuel those tensions. 

Terrorism, Economic Terrorism, Hate Propaganda and Cyber Terrorism : 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

These days, Social Media has become safe heavens for Terror recruits, planning and 
executing major Terrorist attacks and Cyber attacks. Money Laundering and other forms of 
economic Terrorism are also making active use of Social Media, which is largely 
unregulated. These activities are later channelled for illegal activities such as Drug 
trafficking, Human Trafficking and varied other forms of Violent acts. Even the latest 
incidents of communal riots in different parts of the country illustrate how some sections of 
the society used morphed images/videos on social media to propagate hatred against other 
sections of the society. 

There are numerous other categories of violence , influenced by Media , such as promoting 
violence aganist weaker sections like attacks on Dalits and Tribals , eroding the culture and 
heritage values of the country and in creating and sustaining the Civil society based 
agitations against various national issues. 

However, Media has a tremendous and immense capacity to promote pro-social behaviour, 
reducing the outmoded patriarchal and other anti-social attitudes. It's not just a mere change 
agent, but a change Leader which can initiate and create a social transformation by 
self-regulating ,with the recognition of the rights of the people to demand transparency and 
accountability from the Media, by anchoring as a true fourth pillar of democracy to promote 
social harmony and peace, the eternal values of human existence. 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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