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24th Nov 2014 

GS 3 

Q1).Write a short note microfragmenting technique. 

Main Article: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/25/science/a-lifesaving-transplant-for-
coral-reefs.html?_r=0 

Ans: 

Coral reefs are presently under threat from climate change, oceanic acidification, overuse of 
reef resources, water pollution etc. As they deliver ecosystem services like tourism, fisheries 
and coastline protection, it is imperative that they are conserved. Micro fragmenting is a 
new and quick method of growing corals and hold potential to mass-produce reef building 
corals for transplanting onto dead or dying reefs. 

Coral fragments are cut and planted onto nurseries where a growth elixir is added to them. 
A number of such small fragments growing together then fuse into a single mass. The 
growth rates of such coral fragments can vary from 25 to 50 times their growth rate in 
nature. These corals grown in nurseries can then be transplanted onto dead coral skeletons 
using epoxy putty, completing the restoration process. 

The significance of this method lies in the fact that it rectifies the one factor retarding coral 
study and replenishment the world over – slow growth, due to which there has never been 
coral in sufficient quantities to successfully carry out transplantation procedures. Present 
research done by Mote Laboratory has been on ―massive‖ corals which have a slow growth 
rate. Hence, microfragmenting on other fast-growing branching corals holds more potential. 

 

GS 3 

Q2) Critically examine the main issues that the Western countries want to sort out with 

Iran regarding its nuclear program. 

Main Article: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/24/world/middleeast/iran-nuclear-
negotiators-facing-deadline-and-differences-weigh-extending-
talks.html?emc=edit_ae_20141123&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0 
Ans – 

The main issues the Western countries want to discuss in line with Joint Plan of action in Jan 

2014 are 

1. Capacity of the Iran to enrich the nuclear fuel material – West want Iran to reduce/ freeze 

its enriching capacity as of now and to convert the existing enriched fuel into the non 

weapon grade oxide forms, However the fact of same technology for enrichment of nuclear 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/25/science/a-lifesaving-transplant-for-coral-reefs.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/25/science/a-lifesaving-transplant-for-coral-reefs.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/24/world/middleeast/iran-nuclear-negotiators-facing-deadline-and-differences-weigh-extending-talks.html?emc=edit_ae_20141123&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/24/world/middleeast/iran-nuclear-negotiators-facing-deadline-and-differences-weigh-extending-talks.html?emc=edit_ae_20141123&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/24/world/middleeast/iran-nuclear-negotiators-facing-deadline-and-differences-weigh-extending-talks.html?emc=edit_ae_20141123&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
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material for peaceful as well as for weapon purpose makes any agreement in this line not a 

hurdle in long run for making weapons. 

2. Adherence to the NPT – The treaty which was being forced by the Big P5 countries on 

many countries is being seen as a treaty of West than the treaty of Nuclear disarmament 

making the Iran to deviate from the Stricter adherence to NPT 

3. Commitment from the Iran for not making the weapons – Iran opines that facing threats 

from the west and its immediate neighbourhoods , the possession of Nuclear 

weapon only can deter any confrontation. However the non commitment from the western 

countries on peace and regional security made the Iran not to leave the desire for making 

nuclear weapons. 

4. Allowing the IAEA to inspect the sites – This will outline implementation of stricter IAEA 

safeguards and its inspection of sites.However even after agreeing on the above issue, Iran 

still can make a secrete site for weapon making as the same will be done always secretly 

only. 

 

GS2 (Governance) 

Q3) Discuss the suggestions of the judge Sodhi committee and how they bode well for 

corporate governance. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/against-insider-

trading-114112300756_1.html 

Ans: 

The High level committee under Justice NK Sodhi to review the SEBI regulations 1992 

submitted its final report on 7th Dec 2013 in which it has proposed many changes to 

strengthen the legal framework against the insider trading in India. Its main 

recommendations are: 

1). While enlarging the definition of "insider", the term ―connected person‖ has been defined 

more clearly and immediate relatives are presumed to be connected persons, 

2). Insiders would be prohibited from communicating, providing or allowing access to UPSI( 

Unpublished Sensitive Information) & clearly defining as to what constitutes UPSI & what 

constitutes generally available information. 

3). Every listed company and market intermediary is required to formulate a Code of 

Conduct to regulate, monitor and report trading in securities by its employees and other 

connected persons 

4). A Code of Fair Disclosure governing disclosure of events and circumstances to be 

published by entities wanting to list securities. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/against-insider-trading-114112300756_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/against-insider-trading-114112300756_1.html


Insights Secure Q & A’s – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                           Page 9 
 

These recommendations shall curb the insider trading as ―connected person‖ now will have 

to prove himself that he did not possess UPSI while trading. By clearly establishing the 

definition of ―insider‖, legal authorities will be in a position to better implement the 

regulations thereby leading to improved standards of corporate governance. 

Cursory read: 

1).http://www.jagranjosh.com/current-affairs/justice-sodhi-committee-on-insider-trading-

regulations-submitted-report-to-sebi-1386821995-1 

2). http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-12-

12/news/45081908_1_unpublished-price-sensitive-information-insider-trading-sebi-panel 

 

GS2(Polity) 

Q4) The latest draft on Goods and Services Tax seeks to subsume all entry tax in lieu of 

octroi (ETILOO) – which has become a bone of contention between the centre and states. 

Critically analyse why. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/gst-may-
subsume-all-entry-taxes-114112400012_1.html 

Ans: 

The GST bill of 2014 differs from the one in 2011 in provisions regarding entry tax in lieu of 
octroi (Etiloo). The previous bill had only proposed to subsume the general entry tax – those 
on import of goods in a state – while keeping Etiloo which is levied by municipal bodies on 
goods entering a local area outside its purview. The new bill proposes to subsume all types 
of entry tax under GST. 

The states have wanted to be empowered to collect entry tax for distribution to local bodies, 
instead of allowing them to collect directly, to prevent harassment of traders at check posts 
and this system is followed in most of the states with Maharashtra being a notable 
exception. Doing away with the tax completely, as proposed by the centre, will account for 
about 14% reduction in States‘ tax collections. The centre would then have to pay greater 
compensation to the states due to the losses incurred by the states on account of switching to 
GST. The revenue-neutral rate is expected to rise from its present level of 27% putting 
additional burden on the Centre. 

On the other side, doing away with the tax would reduce the huge compliance burden on 
taxpayers and the administrative costs associated with its collection. Different tax regimes in 
different states also act as barriers to free trade. These provisions, although loss-incurring in 
the short term will enhance the free market regime in the country in the longer run and 
prove beneficial for the economy. 
 

 

 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-12-12/news/45081908_1_unpublished-price-sensitive-information-insider-trading-sebi-panel
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2013-12-12/news/45081908_1_unpublished-price-sensitive-information-insider-trading-sebi-panel
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/gst-may-subsume-all-entry-taxes-114112400012_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/gst-may-subsume-all-entry-taxes-114112400012_1.html
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GS3( Infrastructure: Ports) 

Q5) - Write a note on the Port Infrastructure Vikas Nigam Private Limited. 

Main Article - http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/major-ports-

to-form-company-for-last-mile-connectivity-114112400018_1.html 

Ans –  

With the agreement of 12 Indian Ports willing to pool the resources to set up a new 

company, Union Government is set to clear a proposal for creation of a Port Infrastructure 

Vikas Nigam Ltd. The Company thus formed will undertake the construction, operation and 

maintenance of rail and road infrastructure to facilitate connectivity for transportation of 

goods from ports in India or abroad. It will be formed with equity participation from major 

ports. The minimum paid-up capital will be Rs 50 crore and authorised share capital of the 

company is Rs 100 crore divided into 1 million equity shares of valuation Rs 1,000 each.  

The main aim behind formation of Port Infrastructure Vikas Nigam Ltd will be to improve 

the connectivity between the ports in India for better movement of Cargo. The movement of 

cargo by railway improves efficiency and reduces costs when compared to movement 

through road transport.  Thus the formation of the company will improve the efficiency of 

the existing active ports and also the non-active ones with better connectivity to the rail and 

road.  

GS3(Security) 

Q6) Examine the importance of the Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC) 

of the Navy to India’s security. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/i-will-ensure-no-one-

dares-to-take-on-india-parrikar/article6628421.ece 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/imac-will-help-navy-step-up-coastal-

surveillance/article6622612.ece 

Ans: 

The 26/11 Mumbai terrorist attack showed the vulnerabilities of the Indian coastal areas and 
the gross insufficiency of the navy‘s intelligence gathering. The Information Management 
and Analysis Centre (IMAC) has been setup with the aim of acting as the Navy‘s nerve 
center for coastal surveillance and monitoring. 

The IMAC will be interlinking the newly formed coastal radar chain, the National 
Command Control Communication and Intelligence System (NC3I). The NC3I will link the 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/major-ports-to-form-company-for-last-mile-connectivity-114112400018_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/major-ports-to-form-company-for-last-mile-connectivity-114112400018_1.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/i-will-ensure-no-one-dares-to-take-on-india-parrikar/article6628421.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/i-will-ensure-no-one-dares-to-take-on-india-parrikar/article6628421.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/imac-will-help-navy-step-up-coastal-surveillance/article6622612.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/imac-will-help-navy-step-up-coastal-surveillance/article6622612.ece
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naval and Coast Guard monitoring stations to generate a seamless real-time picture of our 
7500 km coastline. 

The IMAC will be manned by the Navy under the NSA. The NC3I will gradually take the 
lead role of supplying information to National Maritime Domain Awareness (NDMA), 
integrating several agencies into one fold. 

The IMAC, in addition to countering terrorist threats would also prevent the rampant 
smuggling, especially in coastal Karnataka as well as human trafficking. Over the past few 
years, many countries especially China has tried to increase its presence in the Indian Ocean 
which is a cause of worry for our major shipping routes. Development of Information 
sharing systems with the 24 countries in the Indian Ocean is also a potential area of interest. 

The protection of the Exclusive Economic Zones is also an important objective, considering 
their mineral wealth. Strengthening the intelligence gathering of the navy will only serve to 
maintain our dominant position in the Indian Ocean region and should be pursued 
seriously.  

 

GS2 (International Institutions) 

Q7) “The leaders of SAARC must concentrate their efforts on its strategic priorities, 

instead of spreading cooperation across every aspect of South Asian culture, society and 

economy.” Comment 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/rebuilding-a-regional-

architecture/article6628389.ece 

Ans: 

SAARC formed 3 decades ago has still not been able to achieve significant which it can 
definitely have. SAARC region is counted amount the second least developed region of the 
world. 

The SAARC nations need to move beyond cultural, society and economy and need to build 
strategy and start working on it. 

Factors contributing to poor growth: 
-Poor connectivity be it Air link, rail, roads, inland waterways etc 
-Power connectivity and subdued power generation potential 
-Lack of capital for the same 
-Free trade links among each other 

The most important is building mutual trust among each other and start working for 
integrated growth. Start having diplomatic dialogues to sort out any differences and spear 
head on the development path. 
We have to understand the power potential of Nepal, Bangladesh and Bhutan which are still 
unexplored. Afghanistan is also a crucial link to the central and west Asia as well as 
stockpile of resources. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/rebuilding-a-regional-architecture/article6628389.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/rebuilding-a-regional-architecture/article6628389.ece
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India should act as the fulcrum of development of SAARC as a union. India can act on the 
same lines as Germany acted for EU for development of the region. 

In the past actions like Free trade area, economic cooperation, Custom Union have been 
taken but as we didn't set the priority for achieving strategic goals we didn't achieved what 
we could have. 

Just like EU has created a singularity in the similar way we can also have SAARC union 
seeing the historical connections and geography and cultural connections we have. This will 
help in boosting economy of not just developing but also players like Pakistan and India. 

(GS3)TOPIC: SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  

Q8) Write a note on the importance of digitization and adoption of IT tools in health care 

system, especially for India. 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/diagnosis-in-digital-

india/article6628390.ece 

Ans: 

Adoption of IT into healthcare must be achieved such that it improves safety, and not end 

up as a complicating addition. In a developing country like India, it has a far reaching scope 

in parallel to the call for ―Digital India‖. Digitization and use of IT tools can help in: 

a) Healthcare Recording:Technology canreplace manual recording of patient case history 

and the cloud storage and access can make diagnosis fast, holistic and better. It will enhance 

healthcare delivery, quality and safety. 

b) Cost Reduction: It will minimize thehuge service cost by bringing down redundant and 

duplicate tests. Diagnostic accuracy will be improved through enhanced primary healthcare 

and unnecessary hospital stay could be significantly reduced. 

c) Rural healthcare Improvement: Rural areas can greatly benefit from digitizationwith 

forthcoming broadband connectivity to Panchayats. It will add multidimensional benefits 

and improve existing Telemedicine to bridge the gap with urban areas. 

c) Risk Analysis:Technology can help address lurking epidemics through case study 

compilations and prioritizing high risk areas to deal with emergency situations. With real 

time monitoring of patients, it will help doctor operate more efficiently. 

e) Trained Workforce: Using technology correctly for clinical practices by accessing modern 

training and diagnostic techniques will improveworkforce. It will augment second opinions 

and add to feedback mechanism. 

f) Addressing Drawbacks: With proper synthesis of data, the lack of coordination between 

doctors can be addressedand access to specialist can be added to benefits. Solving 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/diagnosis-in-digital-india/article6628390.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/diagnosis-in-digital-india/article6628390.ece


Insights Secure Q & A’s – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                           Page 13 
 

theexisting drawbacks and bringing reliability and safety in use of IT should be precondition 

to avoid misdiagnosis. 

Without addressing the fundamental flaws in the system, digitization would lead to medical 

errors. There is a need to develop basic healthcare facilities immediately to add IT to its use. 

 

25th Nov 2014 
 

GS 1 

Q1) Write a critical note on the findings of the 2014 Global Report on Trafficking in 

Persons released by the United Nations. 

Main Article: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/25/world/africa/un-report-shows-an-
increase-in-child-
trafficking.html?emc=edit_ae_20141124&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0 

Ans: 

"The exploitation of human by each other is the bases of the crimes" says UN report. With 
rising exploitation of females led by terrorist group Boko Haram and children led by 
abduction of Nigerian School children, the report concludes that no part of world is free 
from trafficking. 

The main points of report are 
1) Increase in proportion of Children in trafficking from one in four in 2012 to one in three in 
2014. 

2) Increase in proportion of female trafficking amounting to 70% of the trafficking figures. 

3) Trafficking is done for sexual exploitation and even for forced labour 
4) Inspite of laws against trafficking in almost every country, trafficking is increasing due to 
laxity in application of laws. 

The report provides a reality check and poses a grim picture of the situation. Trafficking is 
against the rights of life, liberty and opportunity. It stops people and country to realise the 
full potential of the work force and brings down the development of individual and the 
GDP of country. 

It is imperative that countries take measures and improve the Enforcement of trafficking 
laws to enable the females and children to realise their rights of freedom, justice, equality, 
life, schooling and decent work. This will enable the world to be a safer and better place to 
live in. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/25/world/africa/un-report-shows-an-increase-in-child-trafficking.html?emc=edit_ae_20141124&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/25/world/africa/un-report-shows-an-increase-in-child-trafficking.html?emc=edit_ae_20141124&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/25/world/africa/un-report-shows-an-increase-in-child-trafficking.html?emc=edit_ae_20141124&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
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GS2 

Q2) “The government has started applying exclusion principles to its inclusion scheme, 

the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana(PMJDY).” Examine. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/jan-dhan-

inclusion-scheme-excludes-most-114112500020_1.html 

Ans: 

PMJDY scheme was mainly implemented with an objective of financial inclusion in the more 
passive financial excluded people. The scheme was having three pillars of 

1. Universal Banking Facility 
2.Increase in the Financial literacy i.e. towards credit and insurance 
3. In a way providing social security like accidental insurance scheme with debit card and a 
provision for a overdraft. 

Third pillar of the scheme was widely used for popularising the PMJDY scheme with little 
operational clarities on the inherent issues pertaining to it like  
1. Clarity on the validity of the insurance and overdraft facility conditions required to be 
complied 
2.Creation of formal institutional support for steering and monitoring the scheme 
functionality. 
The government now wants to bring clarity on those issues and to avoid any kind of 
duplication in benefits to the people. Though the same looks like exclusion but it needs to be 
seen from the angle of rectification and stabilization angle to have meaningful changes to the 
said scheme. 

The proposed changes will be welcomed and cannot make a exclusion action till the 
proposed changes not depriving the people , the basic features of the scheme like banking 
(By having account and a debit card), Insurance (For accidental/life depending on practical 
riders) and the Overdraft (With clear cut norms for OD ). 

 

Q3) “President Barack Obama’s recent executive order on immigration falls well short of 

what both immigrants and industry leaders were seeking.” Critically examine. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/vindu-goel-silicon-

valley-workers-weigh-in-on-obama-s-immigration-order-114112401168_1.html 

Ans: 

Immigrants working in the US and the entrepreneurs of numerous start-ups have time & 

again complained of a lax immigration policy followed by the US administration and the 

much needed reform to re-vitalize it. Executive order by Obama is a step in that direction. 

Various positive measures under EO are: 

1).Students pursuing STEM (Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics) courses in 
US universities to get extended stay after completing their courses 
 2).Clarity on L-1 visas, largely used by Indian software companies to send workers with 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/jan-dhan-inclusion-scheme-excludes-most-114112500020_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/jan-dhan-inclusion-scheme-excludes-most-114112500020_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/vindu-goel-silicon-valley-workers-weigh-in-on-obama-s-immigration-order-114112401168_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/vindu-goel-silicon-valley-workers-weigh-in-on-obama-s-immigration-order-114112401168_1.html
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specialised skills to the US 
 3).Directions have been given to hasten processing of green cards for skilled individuals & 
allowing change of employer while waiting for approval 
4).Proposal for a special founder‘s visa for entrepreneurs. 
 

Major issues have not been addressed via this EO viz, 

1). non-inclusion of the demand for an increase in the number of H-1B visas. 

2). EO is silent on the possibility of creating a new kind of visa, called the start-up visa, to 

make it easier for budding entrepreneurs to stay and work in the US. 

3).Founder‘s visa requires one to raise outside funding which is difficult for entrepreneurs 

whose immigration status is in limbo. 

 Two pressing issues of speeding up the process for obtaining permanent residency & 

getting more visas for high-skilled technology work have still been left un-attended as it 

requires an act of Congress. 

Thus, EO though a well intentioned one, might yet not prove itself to be the final solution to 

the problems being faced by millions of working immigrants and the industries employing 

them. 

Cursory read: 

1).http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/obama-s-immigration-fixes-

allay-indian-it-companies-concerns-114112200372_1.html 

2). http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/obama-opens-us-borders-to-

more-talent-from-india-114112200036_1.html 

3). http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/obama-provides-legal-status-to-

five-million-illegal-immigrants-114112100101_1.html 

 

GS3(Enviornment) 

Q4) In your opinion, what should be India’s response to recent landmark climate 
change agreement signed by USA and China? Comment 
 
Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/arunabha-ghosh-breaking-
through-the-climate-chakravyuh-114112401171_1.html 
 
Ans: 
The recent agreement between two big GHG generators USA and China at G 20, Brisbane 
regarding reduction in the green house gasses and increase in the share of non fossil energy 
has altered the international negotiation directions towards non committal states of the 
globe towards climate change. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/obama-opens-us-borders-to-more-talent-from-india-114112200036_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/obama-opens-us-borders-to-more-talent-from-india-114112200036_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/obama-provides-legal-status-to-five-million-illegal-immigrants-114112100101_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/obama-provides-legal-status-to-five-million-illegal-immigrants-114112100101_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/arunabha-ghosh-breaking-through-the-climate-chakravyuh-114112401171_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/arunabha-ghosh-breaking-through-the-climate-chakravyuh-114112401171_1.html
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India with its unique profile of nascent stages of economy development, low per capita 
consumption of carbon emissions and with high cumulative emissions has infact limited 
options available for its commitment towards climate change.  

The same can be, 
1. Declaring its own commitments by resolving to reduction in emission and increase in the 
renewable energy source share and asking the developed countries to transfer the 
technology options for India at an affordable level due to its unique profile 

2. Declaration after having clarity on all GHG gasses emissions of all countries and to 
declare its own share of reduction accordingly without commitment on increase in 
renewable energy source share 

3. Buying the argument of low per capita consumption of carbon emission and to stick to its 
quota of emissions and commitments will be only after exhausting the reasonable quota. 

However as the people always the problem comes with a boon of solutions if looked from 
right perspective the first option with a mix of second option can bring the new dimension 
to India‘s commitment to sustainable Economy as well as ecology for future. 

 

GS2(International Organizations) 

Q5) It is argued that the SAARC is in dire need of reforms to make it an effective 

organization. Examine and suggest such needed reforms. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-case-for-saarc-

reforms/article6631508.ece 

Ans: 

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was established at the first 
summit in Dhaka on December 7-8, 1985 to enhance and to realize the south Asian regional 
synergy because of its close proximity of culture and the people. 

SAARC though has evolved into a forum, yet it is facing several issues in achieving its goals. 

Issues: 
-No regular meetings 
-Less economic cooperation, no multilateral free trade agreement on the 
lines of WTO as exist in other regional blocks like ASEAN , EU etc. 
-bilateral issues among SAARC nations 
-economic and quality of life disparities among South Asian nations 

Reforms: 
-India to take special responsibility to make SAARC work (70 per cent share of SAARC, 
geographically and economically) 
-Transparency in bilateral dealings 
-Solving bilateral issues under the SAARC forum instead of internationalizing them.  
-Taking steps towards creating a South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) immediately  
-Enhancing investment activity between its member states, joint ventures should 
be promoted 
-Energy sector linking leading to a unified South Asian electric power grid system  

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-case-for-saarc-reforms/article6631508.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-case-for-saarc-reforms/article6631508.ece


Insights Secure Q & A’s – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                           Page 17 
 

-Cooperation between universities in SAARC countries in the field of science and 
technology 
-Free legal movement of people for economic and cultural tourism 
-Joint steps to deter cross-border, illegal migration, terror attacks and 
block the narcotics trade and drug trafficking. 

GS3(Biodiversity) 

Q6). “Biodiversity and wildlife protection is often termed as a ‘co-benefit’ of mitigating 

climate change.” Examine how 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/protecting-

biodiversity-with-rigour/article6631509.ece 

Ans: 

Climate change mitigation efforts mostly are targeted on reducing emissions and renewable 
energy rather than the conservation part of biodiversity. But both biodiversity and climate 
change are interconnected and biodiversity protection is the co-benefit of mitigating climate 
change. 

At first the climate change affects biodiversity like if carbon dioxide increases in atmosphere 
then there would be increase of acid rain in oceans and forests affecting the ability of plants 
and animals to adapt to it in a short period of time and consequent food chain disruptions 
losing diversity.  

The soil, oceans and forests store large amount of carbons where plants and animals actively 
take part in it. If they are destructed then the carbon increases together with after effects like 
acid rain, soil erosion and melting of polar ice. 

Contrary to that biodiversity if preserved would mitigate the effects of increased emissions 
by effective carbon sequestration. It also helps in making our water and air cleaner together 
satisfying our food and energy demand by preserving the associated wildlife with food 
production and carbon recycling. 

Clearly considering the interconnection benefits climate change mitigation priority should 
be given to biodiversity and wildlife protection rather than destructing it and finding way 
for restoring it later. 

GS2(Governance) 

Q7) The Garo Hills region of Meghalaya has faced turmoil for years with multiple militant 

groups fighting what are essentially turf wars. In this light, critically examine the efforts 

made by the Indian and state governments to bring peace in the region. 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-peace-in-the-garo-

hills/article6631507.ece 

Ans: 

Imp. Points about Meghalaya 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/protecting-biodiversity-with-rigour/article6631509.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/protecting-biodiversity-with-rigour/article6631509.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-peace-in-the-garo-hills/article6631507.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/for-peace-in-the-garo-hills/article6631507.ece
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● Meghalaya emerged as an Autonomous State on 2nd April 1970 and as a full-fledged 

State on 21st January 1972 marked the beginning of a new era of the geo-political 

history of North Eastern India. It also marked the triumph of peaceful democratic 

negotiations, mutual understanding and victory over violence and intrigue. 

● Meghalaya is the homeland mainly of the Khasis, the Jaintias and the Garos. The 

Garos inhabit western Meghalaya, the Khasis in central Meghalaya, and the Jaintias 

in eastern Meghalaya. 

● The entire State of Meghalaya except Shillong area is covered under the provisions of 

the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. In Meghalaya, there are 3 Autonomous 

Councils in terms of the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution 

○ KHADC(Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council)  

○ GHADC(Garo Hills ADC) 

○ JHADC(Jaintia Hills ADC) 

Garo Region 

● The Garo Hills is predominantly inhabited by the Garos, belonging to the Bodo family 

of the Tibeto-Burman race, said to have migrated from Tibet.  

● The Garos prefer to call themselves as Achiks and the land they inhabit, as the Achik-

land. 

● This region of Meghalaya has faced turmoil for years with multiple militant groups 

fighting what are essentially turf wars, their eyes primarily on the spoils from the 

extortion of coal mine operators. 

●  Among the 10 groups at work, the Garo National Liberation Army (GNLA), less than 

five years old, has been particularly brutal in its actions.The GNLA‘s patently 

unrealistic demand has been for the creation of a separate state of Garoland.  

● Achik National Volunteer Council (ANVC) is the parent org. of GNLA. 

Government efforts 

● Provision of ADC in Meghalaya under 6th Schedule of Constitution. 

○ Although the region did not develop as fast as other parts of the country, but 

to a large extent the communities could preserve their lands and tribal 

traditions under the safety of constitutional provisions. 

● Enhanced Autonomy to GHADC. 

○ It has been opined that ADC‘s have become redundant after the statehood of 

Meghalaya. 

○ The Meghalaya Government holds the viewpoint that these councils ought to 

stick to their traditional role, which is to protect tribal culture, land and 

identity from being overwhelmed by more advanced forces from the plains 

and not have much role in the developmental activities. 

○ So enhanced autonomy has resulted into conflict between ADC‘s and Govt. 

● In 2004 ANVC signed a tripartite ceasefire agreement with the State and the Centre. 

○ Inspite of the agreement violence continued with various groups coming up 

with different demands(like GNLA-‖Garoland‖). 

○ Recently an agreement signed by gov (GNLA opposed)has now laid the 

ground for the disbanding by next month of the ANVC and ANVC (B). 
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● The latest agreement provides for enhanced autonomy for an expanded GHADC 

elections to its current number of 29 seats are due to take place early in 2015 goes 

some way in meeting regional aspirations. 

○ Among other things, it seeks to ensure enhanced autonomy and powers for 

the body.  

○ The Centre has agreed to extend a special package for the socio-economic and 

educational development of the area and the rehabilitation of surrendering 

militants. 

○ It will lead to considerable progress, however it cannot be expected to wipe 

out militancy completely. 

Way Forward 

● The message by gov to GNLA/other groups should be that negotiations over 

reasonable demands can be  only option. 

○ A BIG NO to Garoland/Achik Land/Bodoland(Garo Region) 

● Any nexus between politicians and militants to gain political mileage should be 

rooted out, so militancy gets no leeway in the sensitive region. 

 

26th Nov 2014 

Q1).The Article 259C of Pakistan Penal Code is the root cause of many of Pakistan’s 

recent sectarian crises.” Critically comment. 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/darkness-ahead/99/ 

Ans: 

The Pakistan Penal Code has certain articles exclusively built up to safeguard the religious 

views and practices of Islam. In that aspect Article 259C is of controversy these days.  

Artiicle 259C 'Death penality under the Blasphemy law : 

It deals with the "penalty for the blasphemy related to Islam and insult of Holy Prophet is 

°thing but death".  

Criticism regarding Art.259C —> 

 This lies to be a shameful law under the jurisprudence of PPC. 

 It violates freedom of speech and practice to religion.   

The pious people take the law in their own hands and murders people without any fear for 

law.  

The main reason for Pakistan ‗s hatred towards Christianity lies with the writings in the old 

testament of Bible which comprises examples of Nuah Daud and Solomon who were 

insulted which collectively emphasizes  insult over the Holy Prophet.  

 This leads to extermination of Christian community in Pakistan. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/darkness-ahead/99/
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The pious people very often involved with killing of people who are blasphemously talking, 

writing or performing actions. 

The penalty which the article contains for burning of the Holy Juan is life time sentence  

Article 259C = Inhibiting flame to Islami Jihads  

—This article itself ads as a source for violation in the Germany  

—> Pious people end up murdering innocent lives without even letting them to speak or 

investigating  

—> frequent and instability to human lives —> No freedom of lives and practice of religion 

and expression 

'Conclusion:--'This article 259C paves way for sectarian crises all over the country. Killing 

innocent people is against the principles of Holy Prophet. This can lead to clashes between 

the Islami people themselves. Further several divisions of same religion can Mice place for 

which only the article plays a vital role. Terrorism which doesn‘t focus on economic and 

educational development instead focuses on military related war. Now steps are taken such 

that all the blasphemy cases are to investigated by a panel of two gazetted officers. 

Attacking on terrorists by the government will further provide a safe and secure condition 

in Pakistan 

GS 2 

Q2) “The new and improved Model Police Bill, put forward by the Soli Sorabjee 

Committee, set up by the ministry of home affairs, offers a solution to the issue of the 

relationship between the police and the political executive.” Critically discuss. 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/force-to-service/99/ 

Ans – 

Being in the state list as mentioned by our constitution,working of police department seems 

to be influenced by the political executives in power rather than for the civilians 

welfare.Model Police Act Policy by Soli Sorabjee Committee provides certain solutions to 

refrain the influence of political executives.This includes the following points where the 

state had upper hand in the old scenario. 

-Setting up of state security commission with DGP as its secretary to ensure that the state 

government don't exercise unwarranted pressure/influence on police department.The other 

function is to evaluate the performance of the department. 

-A police establishment board headed by DGP & four senior officials to decide 

transfers,postings,promotions etc which was previously under state control.This enhances 

transparency in the system. 

-Police Complaint Authorities (PCA) which have the powers of a civil court are to be set up 

at district and state levels to look into complaints of misconducts by police officer of any 

rank.This will ensure accountability and will reduce custodial deaths. 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/force-to-service/99/
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-Retired supreme court and high court judges are to be appointmented as PCA's by the chief 

justice. 

-Other suggestions include Merit based selection of state police chief among three senior 

most cops,assured security of tenure to the cops. 

However PCA's lack their own investigating staff.This maynot solve the very purpose of 

PCA.Also it must be ensured from time to time that all these recommendations are 

implemented properly to obtain desired results. 
 

GS2(International Organizations) 

Q3) “For all its trappings of a multilateral organisation, the South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation, whose leaders are gathering in Kathmandu this week, is only an 

aggregation of India’s bilateral relations with its neighbours.” Comment 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/the-great-game-folio-

35/99/ 

Ans: 

SAARC , conceptualised as a forum for furthering closer ties on economic, political & 

cultural fronts has been unable to tap into the growth potential of this region which boasts of 

some of the diverse natural resources & contains about quarter of the world population. 

Internal & regional political problems have marred the efforts to consolidate the regional co-

operation. 

India shares borders with all of the SAARC member s except two countries & owing to its 

large size   both in terms of economy and land area the onus lies on India to help resuscitate 

this dying organisation.  

India can assume the leadership of this region & along the way help SAARC realise the 

objectives for it was framed. Following steps would help India to achieve this goal, 

1). unilateral visa liberalisation. 

2). reducing tariff and non-tariff barriers and improving trade facilitation  

3).Allowing transit to neighbours like Bangladesh, Nepal & Bhutan for overland trade. 

4).Strengthening BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi Sectoral Technical & Economic 

Co-operation)  

Positive Unilateralism is the need of the hour to lay the groundwork for a constructive 

multilateralism which has been found lacking amongst SAARC member nations and who 

better than India to lead the way & usher in a new era of greater regional integration. 

 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/the-great-game-folio-35/99/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/the-great-game-folio-35/99/
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GS3 

Q4) Critically comment on India’s record at preserving heritage sites within its borders. 

Examine what needs to be done to improve the record. 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/whose-heritage-is-it-
anyway/99/ 

Ans: 

India is one of the richest nation in terms of natural, architectural and cultural wealth. It is 
placed 6th in the UNESCO‘s world heritage list with only 32 sites in the list since other 
countries started filing for nominations since 1970s but when India realised its importance, 
UNESCO restricted nominations from each country to 2 per year. 12 of the sites were added 
to the tentative list from 2009 to 2012 while only 12 were added in last 4 decades. So, we now 
have a no of choices to file for nominations to receive the world heritage tag. For the 
intangible cultural heritage (which is for living cultural heritage like customs, rituals, 
literature, performing arts) India failed to do lobbying in 2008 (while China, Japan, Korea 
managed to inscribe dozens of their traditions) and started only when nominations from 
each country were restricted to 3 per year. We have 13 on the intangible cultural heritage 
list. 

The ancient monuments & archaeological sites & remains act 1958 reserved the entire task of 
preservation of monuments of national importance for Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). 

ASI has been suffering from perennial shortage of money & personnel. The half of the 3680 
registered sites do not even have a single guard and 45-92 of these sites are missing. It is also 
responsible for the low numbers of the sites getting the tags of World Heritage Sites. 

Intach (The Indian National Trust For Art and Cultural Heritage) and other societies have 
been working towards sensitizing public about India‘s pluralistic cultural legacy. Govt 
should also work towards improving the role, structure and functioning of ASI and other 
related institutions by changing old legislations and entrusting community to look after 
unimportant monuments with local involvement as they can play a key role in the upkeep of 
many monuments. 

 ASI‘s list could be slashed by deleting unnecessary sites like John Nicholson‘s grave (which 
commemorates Delhi‘s devastating defeat in the war of 1857).  Enhanced public 
participation is going to help combat the forces destroying our rich heritage. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/whose-heritage-is-it-anyway/99/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/whose-heritage-is-it-anyway/99/
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GS2(Governance) 

Q5) - What measures would you suggest to stop the disturbing trend of decreasing child 

sex ratio? Explain. 

Main Article - http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-for-incentives-to-save-girl-

child/article6634320.ece?homepage=true 

Ans –  

The declining sex ratio of India is a cause of concern.  The skewed sex ratio of the nation 

calls for some strict measures and regulations to be taken against hospitals and diagnostic 

centres who continue to rampantly adopt illegal measures to determine sex of the foetus. To 

create a positive environment to save girl child and improve the sex ration of the country a 

multipronged strategy should be adopted.  

Measures to be adopted by the concerned authorities are mentioned below: 

1. Some incentives should be announced for the families who respect the girl child and 

give birth to a girl. 

2. Stringent rules should be made against the people adopting illegal determination of 

the sex of the child and violating the PCPNDT Act 2004. 

3. Abortions with the reason that the foetus has female sex should be stopped through 

education. 

4. Government should closely monitor the effective implementation of PCPNDT Act 

2004. 

5. Leaders of the state should voluntarily take the responsibility of personal actions to 

reverse the declining sex ration. 

6. Selling of ultrasound machines should be regulated by The National Inspection and 

Monitoring Committee (NIMC) especially in states with lowest sex ration like 

Haryana. 

7.  Government should provide financial support to states for arranging various 

educational and communication campaigns for dissemination of knowledge. 

8. Religious leaders, women at influential positions and various other public leaders 

should engage themselves in education people.  

Education and communication campaigns combined with Government monitoring can solve 

the problem of declining sex ratio. A combined effort from the side of Government and 

general public with bring a substantial change to the current scenario. 

 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-for-incentives-to-save-girl-child/article6634320.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-for-incentives-to-save-girl-child/article6634320.ece?homepage=true
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GS2(Governance) 

Q6) “Secularism truly means keeping religion out of politics. Likewise, democracy truly 

means keeping politics out of religion.” Critically examine how well this statement 

applies to India. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/indias-godman-

syndrome/article6634549.ece 

Ans: 

Secularism in the west and India has been defined differently. While the west defines it in 
negative terms as non involvement of church in political affairs, India defines it in positive 
terms as equal respect to all religions. Democracy represents the will of the people which 
includes religion as well. 

India is an amalgamation of many religions and culture and has been tolerant and even 
welcoming of new religion and culture. This is evident with a long history where religion 
has not been pushed on the subjects by the state. With recent uprising of nascent democracy 
in India, question of secularism in democracy has been raised. 

India which believes in positive secularism needs to be sensitive to the multiple religious 
people and their needs. It needs to provide spiritual freedom to people to seek solace and 
peace. To implement this, the state needs to provide its poor population with subsidies to go 
to religious journeys and visit places of importance. Also, it needs to provide funding to 
help small religion so that they do not go extinct. But it should not go further from this. 

The state should restrict itself from promoting or condemning any religion and heavily use 
force when any asocial elements try to invoke religion for violence. Also, state should keep 
politicians to invoke religion for vote-bank politics to achieve political ends. Right to 
freedom, religion and liberty of all should be protected. 

In social milieu of Indian society, which has plethora of religion, it would be hard to define 
secularism in negative way like the west does. But, positive secularism should not be 
allowed to be used as a ground to foment passions for achieving paltry political ends. 

GS3(S&T) 

Q7) Write a short note on SeaBed robot. 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/antarctic-ice-thicker-than-

previously-thought-study/article6634553.ece 

Ans: 

What? 

● Scientists have made the first ever detailed 3D images of polar sea ice, using an 

underwater robot called SeaBed Robot.The measurements were carried out by an 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/indias-godman-syndrome/article6634549.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/indias-godman-syndrome/article6634549.ece
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autonomous underwater vehicle (AUV) known as SeaBed, which provides a new way of 

mapping sea ice, from below. 

○ The submarine is 2 metres long and operates at a depth of 20 to 30 metres 

bouncing sound waves off the under-surface of the ice.See Pic Below. 

○ Driven in a ―lawnmower‖ pattern, robot used upward-looking sonar to 

measure and map the underside of sea ice floes.  

○ Oceanography robots are usually focussed on the seafloor. 

 

                                        
Why? 

● The depth of Antarctic ice has previously been difficult to measure using satellites 

because it is often covered in a thick blanket of snow.But now, the high-resolution 

maps of Antarctic sea ice will help scientists investigate dramatic changes in the 

polar region. 

Where? 

● Three locations around the Antarctic Peninsula were mapped - the Weddell, 

Bellingshausen and Wilkes Land sectors covering an area of 5.4 million square feet. 

Who Built? 

● It was built and operated by engineers from Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution 

(WHOI) in Massachusetts, while the project also involves scientists from the UK, US 

and Australia. 

Result 

● The research was reported in the journal Nature Geoscience. 

● Results have revealed the ice is thicker than first thought. 

● In some areas, the team found ice up to 17 metres thick, much thicker than that 

measured by previous techniques. 

Significance 

● Help in tracking alterations due to Climate Change. 

●  The research will be of interest to Marine Biologists due to the creatures, such as krill, 

that inhabit the region. 

Limitation 

● Still exact thickness, and the differences in thickness is not known. 
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(GS2) TOPIC: POLITY  

Q8) "The law pertaining to juvenile crimes in India is too liberal." Critically comment. 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-far-too-liberal-

act/article6634547.ece 

Ans: 

The crimes committed by the juveniles are tried under Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) 

Act, 2000.Through the act the crime committed by juvenile is transferred to the JJB for 

decision. Few shortcoming of the very liberal law are: 

 Different Crimes:The act does not differentiate between minor crime and heinous crime. 

It allows all indicted to benefits fromthe system irrespective of the gravity of the offence. 

It has been upheld even in SC in Salil Bali case (2013). We abide by UNHCR and it 

decreasesthe belief in law from victims‘ side.It is questionable to treat the criminals in 

Nirbhaya and Damini case as juvenile. 

 Liberal Punishment:In Section 7A of the JJ Act, if the court finds aperson to be juvenile 

on the date of the offence, the case shallbe immediately sent to the Juvenile Justice Board. 

The maximum punishment is being sent toobservation home. And if the accused is much 

older by the time of being presented at JJBthen punishment will beadmonition or 

direction for groupcounseling.Ironically, the provisions of children welfare will now be 

applied for caring a grown up criminal. 

 Delays:Judicial delays help juveniles avail the law when they are almost double the age. 

Separate police handles the juveniles and after conviction they can avail the priority 

given to them to roam free. 

 Loopholes:Bail is also available for the juvenilesin all the cases if JJB find the child to be 

safe and out of trouble. No death penalty or life imprisonment upon the juvenile makes 

them far more prone to crimes looking at the loopholes. These shortcomings in the 

systemshould be addressed to deter the juveniles from crimes. 

 Juvenile Care:Though child rights should be protected against cruelty there is a need to 

bring balance in the law. The pathetic juvenile homes lead to their exploitation at 

smuggler and terrorists hands.  

The government has decided to amend the act to empower JJB to decidewhether to try a 

juvenile criminal above 16 years of age in the regular court or not. This step will protect the 

right of the victim too as Juveniles have higher tendency of crime against minors too.  

The government should realize that Prevention is better than Cureand take necessary steps 

through proper education, awareness, counseling of minors to curb the criminal 

tendencies.Also there is an immediate need to bring safeguards in favor of children and 

accountability of juvenile homes conditions. 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-far-too-liberal-act/article6634547.ece
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27th Nov 2014 
 

GS3(S&T) 

Q1).The American Federal Communications Commission, or FCC, is currently locked in a 

fierce debate about the concept of net neutrality with Internet Service Providers. 

Critically examine the issue with special reference to India. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/neutral-net-needed-

114112601322_1.html 

Ans: 

Up until now, internet access has been provided and treated as yet another common-carrier 
utility service like gas, electricity etc. This method ensures net neutrality: equal data transfer 
from all websites. 

 However, many internet service providers are in favour of moving to a content-based 
regime which would allow them more leeway to selectively speed up or slow down data, 
thus charging the consumer more for delivering faster data from specific sites. Preferential 
access would allow them to offer content-based bouquets of high-speed websites. 

In the wake of global discussions upon the issue of net neutrality, lobbies for each side have 
too developed in India. While the Cellular Operators Association of India is in favour of 
content-based regimes, the Internet and Mobile Association of India is favouring neutrality. 
Service providers, such as Airtel and Vodafone, have mooted the possibility of asking 
websites to pay telecom companies for access. 

Given the monopoly of ISPs in most locations and India‘s high rich-poor divide, the content-
based system could prove disadvantageous towards small businesses and individuals, as 
their traffic could be slowed down to speed up sites that have paid the ISP. Another concern 
is the formation of ‗information bubbles‘ if ISPs tie up with news, financial, social media 
services etc. 

As presently, India has no laws mandating common carrier principles for the internet, TRAI 

would have to introduce net neutrality as a concept. With internet and mobile data users 

poised to grow beyond 300 million in India, TRAI must ensure that the net remains as it has 

been: an open and neutral space. 

GS 4 

Q2) In recent months there have been reports of unethical and immoral behaviour by 

start-up and other established companies in Silicon Valley. With examples analyse why 

their behaviour is considered as unethical and then critically comment on the reasons. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/nick-bilton-the-

slippery-slope-of-silicon-valley-114112601323_1.html 

Ans – 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/neutral-net-needed-114112601322_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/neutral-net-needed-114112601322_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/nick-bilton-the-slippery-slope-of-silicon-valley-114112601323_1.html
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The world of internet has provided us with knowledge, fast banking services, increased 

transparency and better governance. But, it has also put at risk our privacy and 

manipulation. The ethics of the internet has taken a further dive when the morality was put 

at bay by the companies rather than individuals. 

Few years ago, it was the individuals who hacked and bullied people on the internet. But 

today, internet giants like Facebook, Google, Uber etc have used social manipulation, 

reading email contents and now eliminate competition to fill their coffers.  

 

In spite of these companies already having a ton of money, they are not hesitant to use 

unethical means to compromise our privacy and sensitive data and sell them to big 

corporations who can benefit from such data. 

In recent years, with mushrooming of myriad new application companies in Silicon Valley, 

this problem has aggravated. Reasons behind such irresponsible attitude are amassing 

wealth to reach to the top as soon as possible, young entrepreneurs who don‘t have the 

much exposure to real world, who don‘t know that their actions can really hurt someone, 

irresponsible angel investors whose only motive is profit and lack of regulations. 

It is imperative that these new investors mend their ways through pressure of media and 

outcry of their customers. Also, State should make regulations to make sure that if not 

ethical behavior then legal mandate is maintained. 
 

GS3(S&T) 

Q3) “The ‘Right to be Forgotten’ should have universal applicability.” Critically comment 

 
Main Article: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/27/technology/right-to-be-forgotten-
should-be-extended-beyond-europe-eu-panel-
says.html?emc=edit_ae_20141126&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0 
 
Ans: 
 
Right to be forgotten is based on a European Court of Justice ruling in May 2014 under 
which an individual can submit requests to search engines to remove links to the pages 
deemed as private, even if the pages themselves stay online. 
 
In today‘s age of technology, information is spread very quickly over internet and if such 
information is harmful or private to someone then it can have detrimental effects on the life 
of the concerned person.  
 
The right to be forgotten will allow individuals to have information, videos or photographs 
about themselves deleted from certain internet records so that they cannot be found by 
search engines. 
It is a potent weapon against revenge porn and sharing of photographs or pictures online 
due to poor judgement. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/27/technology/right-to-be-forgotten-should-be-extended-beyond-europe-eu-panel-says.html?emc=edit_ae_20141126&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/27/technology/right-to-be-forgotten-should-be-extended-beyond-europe-eu-panel-says.html?emc=edit_ae_20141126&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
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This right needs to be implemented on a global scale with appropriate checks and balances 
so that it doesn‘t affect other fundamental rights like freedom of speech. Neither the right to 
speech nor the right to be forgotten are absolute rights. Right to be forgotten should be 
implemented in a way so that it balances the legitimate interests of internet users and their 
fundamental rights simultaneously. 
 

GS2 

Q4) “As expectations for ‘second generation reforms’ soar, it is important to 
remind ourselves of the nature and magnitude of the challenge.” Critically 
examine the challenges and comment on them. 
 
Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/starting-at-minus-
one/99/ 
 
Ans: 
There has been a "silent" chorus from all sides demanding second generation reforms to 
support and facilitate quick manufacturing and development. Make-in-India campaign, skill 
enhancement etc. further hype the speculations. However, before that, a series of challenges 
need to be addressed: 

Infrastructure and power  
● Lack of structural regulations needs immediate addressing. Confusions prevail on pricing 
mechanisms, such as on natural gas, allocation mechanisms which invite legal proceedings 
later. Also, power plants face a fuel crisis, which has many indirect effects. 
● The Social Impact Assessment, in RTFC& LARR Act 2013, although a novel initiative has 
become a major roadblock, increasing investment costs. 

Health & education 
● Government policies have been highly confusing with regard to both these crucial sectors. 
While education sector faces muddiness over participation and responsibilities, the health 
sector has been regulated only in half measures, acc. to government's whims and fancies. 
● it has been observed that PPP models have substantially failed in health sector, still the 
government urges on them. There is a lack of clarity on private sectors involvement in NHA 
policy too. 

Banking and fiscal 
● complying with BASEL III norms has become a new problem with our banks, with PSBs 
accumulation of large NPAs another problematic aspect. Lack of policy guidelines on 
lending and crony capitalism are major attributors. 
● Government, worried over fiscal woes has also added to conundrums. The ambitious 
fiscal deficit target is being achieved at the cost of other social & infrastructure development 
schemes. 

On the whole, what is required is a step by step approach, address single malady at a time. 
Also, clarity is needed on many regulations. The swift enactment of GST Bill, Insurance Bill 
etc can prove to be a shot in the arm. 
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GS2(Polity) 

Q5) Write a note on the significance of the Delhi Special Police Establishment 

(Amendment) Bill, 2014 that was recently passed by Lok Sabha. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/bill-passed-for-cbi-chiefs-

appointment/article6637675.ece 

Ans: 

Delhi Special Police Establishment (Amendment) Bill, 2014 was recently passed by voice 
vote in Lok Sabha.  The Bill enables in the selection of CBI Director with a panel consisting of 
Prime Minister, Chief Justice of India & leader of the largest opposition party in Lok Sabha. 

The significance of passing this bill lies in the fact that, without this amendment the single 
largest opposition party would not have had its member in the 3-member panel as the 
present Lok Sabha doesn‘t have the leader of opposition due to lack of mandatory 10% 
membership. Passing of this bill is a welcome move in democracy as it engages with 
opposition party despite of it not having required numbers.  

This bills aims in promoting participative democracy by engaging with all stake holders. 
Section (2) of clause b of the bill specifies that the decisions made by the selection panel 
cannot be invalidated due to the vacancy or absence of members.  

This clause was opposed by the opposition members as there was no mandatory provision 
to include the leader of single largest opposition party. 

GS2(Polity) 

Q6) Write a short note one the significance of Apprentices (Amendment) Bill, 2014 that 

was recently passed by the Parliament 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/parliament-passes-

apprentices-bill/article6637699.ece 

Ans: 

The Apprentices Act, 1961 aims for the skill development in the youth through basic 
industrial training. The Amendment bill comes as a part of the labour reforms 
introduced by the government. 

Positive Amendments: 

1. Number of apprentices: Instead of notifying the ratio of apprentices to employees, the 
central government would notify the number of apprentices for a designated trade. 

2. Minimum age of apprentices: The age limit of 14 years is increased to 18 years for the 
hazardous industries. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/bill-passed-for-cbi-chiefs-appointment/article6637675.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/bill-passed-for-cbi-chiefs-appointment/article6637675.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/parliament-passes-apprentices-bill/article6637699.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/parliament-passes-apprentices-bill/article6637699.ece


Insights Secure Q & A’s – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                           Page 31 
 

3. Cooperation among employers: Instead of independently providing apprenticeship, the 
employers can form a group for the purpose. 

4. Basic training: Employers can provide basic training for the apprentices in any institute 
with adequate facilities. 

5. Grant of certificate: Besides National council, some authorized agencies can provide a 
certificate of training to the apprentices after conducting tests. 

Negative Amendments: 

1. Hours of work, leave: The working hours and leaves are left for employers' discretion as 
against the provisions of act which requires the government to provide rules for the same. 

2. Punishment: The act provided for imprisonment up to six months for those employers who 
don't comply with the rules. This is substituted by a penalty of Rs.500/-. This may not deter 
the employers from violating the act. 

3. Practical training: Need for adviser's approval of facilities is done away with this 
amendment. 

Though, made to encourage the employers towards apprenticeship, these have a potential 
threat of exploiting the labour. 

 

GS3(Economy) 

Q7) “If consolidation is to be truly meaningful in the Indian banking sector, public sector 

banks (PSBs) must wake up to the reality now.” Comment 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/moving-towards-

consolidation/article6637658.ece 

Ans: 

● The Merger of 2 private banks has again brought the issue of merger of weak PSB to 

a relatively better performing PSB. 

○ It is not a new idea, the Narasimham Committee report talked in terms of a 

lesser number of banks.  

● There are many compelling reasons to merge smaller PSB to larger ones. 

○ Size is important in banking. Country and present economy requires BIG 

Banks. 

○ Will lead to efficient use of resources. Business and practical prudence 

suggest that service efficiency is need of the hour. 

○ Lack of capital to meet BASEL III norms. 

○ Rising NPA needs change in orientation to tackle it. 

○ In global market dimension is a key factor and, for Indian financial sector, to be 

a worldwide key player merging banks is the only solution in sight. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/moving-towards-consolidation/article6637658.ece
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○ There are lot of unbanked area in country. A financially stable bank will be in 

a better position to tackle. Financial Inclusion is extremely important to attain 

high growth rate. 

Considering the above realities it is high time to consolidate PSBs. 

 

● However there are issues which have to be taken into account while consolidation of 

PSB. 

○ Merging two unhealthy banks in the financial system will create an unhealthy 

entity that would lead to creation of a bigger problem in the economy. 

○ Even in the case of the merger of an unhealthy bank with a large healthy 

bank, the merger would bring problems to the acquiring bank 

○ In the event of a merger of a weak bank with a strong bank, the acquirer will 

have to deal with the cultural problems that arise out of the merger, besides 

dealing with the primary challenge—the bad loan pile in the weak bank—

creating difficulties for the strong bank. 

○ Any merger comes with its own set of issues at the time of integration. These 

issues range from the culture of the merging banks, their business systems in 

place and own core areas of expertise and geographies.  This is especially true 

in the case of public sector banks, which are heavily unionized. 

● Therefore consolidation should be of the right banks for the right reasons. Banks 

should not be merged because some bank is underperforming at some point of time. One 

has to see whether there is synergy in the merger otherwise instead of having one 

weak bank it could end up with two weak banks as a result of merging a weak bank 

into one that is not so weak. 

(GS3) TOPIC: POPULATION  

Q8) Critically comment on the findings of the latest United Nations Population Fund 

report especially about the potential of demographic dividend. 

Main Article:http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-demographic-

challenge/article6637656.ece 

Ans: 

The recently released UNPFs state of world populationreport suggests that India has the 

highest population of World's youthstanding at 365 million. As the working population 

determines the country‘s economic growth this huge population will certainly impact 

India‘s present & future. Whether it will be positive or negative depends on the way the 

government put this human resource to use. 

a) Human Capital: The youths are highly useful only when converted to human capital. 

This demographic dividend could either steer the economy on the path of development or 

could drag it down by becoming a burden on it by enjoying the social welfare schemes. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-demographic-challenge/article6637656.ece
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b) Women Empowerment: The women are the backbone of a countries development. The 

worrisome condition of mother‘s health, women education and lack of empowerment is a 

bane for the future.The key to nation‘s growth are with women who drive multiple aspects 

of nation building. 

c) Youth Development: Most youths entering job market are underemployed due to skill 

shortage. Major population works in agricultural sector with little incomes. Youth add to 

nation building only if their aspirations are met. This can only be ensured if government 

takes it as priority to invest in education, vocational training, skill enhancement along with 

proper healthcare and development. 

d) Changing Dividends: By2050, India will have more dependent population than rest of 

the world, thus it is a task for India to leverage the benefits of the current dividend and at 

the same time preserve enough for the future generation. 

The challenge for India is to do justice to such youths through pooling in resources and to 

have proper legislation, laws and practices for growth in various sectors and driving along 

the human resources in proper direction. 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA):It is the leading UN agency for delivering a world 

where every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe and every young person's potential is fulfilled. 

 

Q9) “Germans are celebrating the fall of the Berlin Wall, but new walls have been erected 

around Europe to keep away immigrants and refugees.” Critically comment 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-new-iron-curtain-

of-europe/article6637663.ece 

Ans: 

On 9th November, Germany celebrated 25 years of the fall of Berlin Wall, a symbol of cold 
war era. The fall marked a triumph of people's will over tyranny. But a lot has changed since 
then & many non-physical wall like structures has come up reflecting different social, 
physical, economic changes sometimes for good and at others, for greater loss. 
 

According to a report published by Consortium of European Journalists a total of 24,000 
people have died trying to reach the shores of Europe looking for better livelihood & life. 
The European lawmakers have been framing legislation time & again to keep refugees at 
bay. 

This gets reflected when European Court of justice in one of its ruling suggests that rich 
countries can restrict the access to migrants from outside when the sole purpose of such a 
movement is to benefit from the social welfare scheme causing a burden on the economy. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/the-new-iron-curtain-of-europe/article6637663.ece
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Many legislators in Germany have come up with law that curbs the abuse of social welfare 
schemes, although cases of such instances have rarely surfaced. The idea is quiet agreeable 
given the recession which has taken a toll on EU. 

On the contrary a developed economy like Germany constantly need a skilled workforce to 
feed its economy but going by the current low birth rate, it is apparent that the reliance on 
outside is inevitable. 
Hence, EU's asylum policies needs to be relooked at & distribution of asylum seekers should 
be based on an equitable approach & should conform to the founding principles of EU. 

 

28th Nov 2014 

GS3 

Q1). “The Indian government’s proposal to ban the sale of loose cigarettes represents a 

simple and progressive means of delivering healthcare to the population without 

incurring vast costs.” Critically comment. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/the-right-smoke-

signals-114112701305_1.html 

Ans:  

Though the statement in question creates impression as an effective method for delivering 
healthcare, but it will not be completely effective in ground reality and it‘s after effects is yet 
to be seen. As per the WHO survey it is said that such steps may reduce the sale of cigarettes 
by 16% but this international level study will be least applicable in India‘s case, as we have a 
variety of smokers here. Reasons that prove ineffectiveness of this ban: 

1. Most of the urban buyer will go for packet purchase if loose sale will be banned, leading 
to more sale of cigarettes and deterioration of their health. 

2. Rural smoker may switch to beedi purchase which is unregulated because of Laghu 
Udyog Act. Beedi‘s low price, easy availability and more harmful as it is without filter and 
unprocessed tobacco will be worsen the situation of rural healthcare for pulmonary diseases. 

3. As there around 8 million outlets and panshops in India and cigarette sale is their income. 
Banning this will lead to black sale or illegal mechanism of sale or price hike in full packet 
purchase. Already Pan shop Union has logged complain against this move. 

4. Full packet sale will be prove benefit for wholesale shop and mall shop, where they can 
afford not to earn much on cigarette. It will lead to stocking of packet by smokers. 

5. It will be difficult to monitor and regulate the ban in Rural area which is main focus area. 

6. Step of compulsory printing of graphic image in cigarette packets 40% area has not 
resulted to reduction in sale of cigarette. Sociologists and Psychologists attributed this to a 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/the-right-smoke-signals-114112701305_1.html
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phenomenon called Cognitive Dissonance in smoker which means ignoring anything which 
creates dilemma. 

This move will prove beneficial for cases which are not the focus at the moment and in 
longer run. 

1. It will reduce cigarette smoking in public place like bus stand, roadside outlets which are 
main reason of passive nicotine inhalation. 

2. It will reduce the sale of cigarettes to minors as new smokers mostly go for loose cigarettes 
before smoking becomes their habit. So in long run it will prove effective. 

3. A large proportion of TB and Cancer diseases is caused because of smoking tobacco. 
Banning loose cigarette is right step toward it. Already State Govt has taken steps to ban 
guthka which is well accepted. 

Hence, implementation of the ban will be a challenge and result is yet to be seen. 
Government must ensure that along with ban, regulating black market of cigarettes and 
implementation in rural areas must be prime focus to make it effective and goal achieving 
move. 

GS 2 

Q2) Write a critical note on “Kathmandu Declaration” – recently signed by SAARC 

member countries. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/saarc-nations-sign-

energy-deal-at-summit-114112700775_1.html 

Ans – 

The 18th Summit of SAARC nations ended with handshake between India and Pakistan 

though it was cold. There were three important proposition viz. Road and Railway Lines 

connectivity among nation, Power Grid regulation for trading electricity trans-border. Out 

of these only Power grid regulation could only materialize in the last minutes. The Summit 

ended with Kathmandu Declaration which has set its goal with well defined measures to 

work on during next 2 years period till 19th Summit to be held in Pakistan. 

Few important points from Kathmandu Declaration are: 

1. Regional Cooperation among SAARC Nations. This cooperation will lead to make India a 

leader in the SAARC region. 

2. Commitment to achieve South Asian Economic Union in phased manner through a Free 

Trade Area, Custom Union and Common Market. It will enable India to penetrate to local 

economy and invest in SAARC nation thus making them realize their market real potential. 

3. SAFTA and Trade Facilitation which was a much needed step. 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/saarc-nations-sign-energy-deal-at-summit-114112700775_1.html
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4. Special economic attention toward Landlocked and Least Developed nations. Focus is on 

Maldives. 

5. Road and Railway connectivity. Though these step received cold response from Pakistan. 

6. Energy, Power Generation, transmission, power trade to be setup and planned. 

7. Poverty Alleviation to reduce poverty from SAARC region. Focus will be on inclusive and 

sustainable economic growth. 

8. Agriculture and Food Security. Focus will be on research on crops and drought resistant 

seeds. 

9. Environment sustainability. 

10. Blue economy focus i.e. Coastal and marine resource to be well researched and used to 

make it contribution in economy. 

11. Health department setup in Kathmandu to be more focused in fighting TB, HIV/AIDS 

from the region. Remerging disease are also challenges. 

12. Special focus on Combating Terrorism and trans-national Crimes such as trafficking, 

violent extremism, psychotropic substance smuggling, wild life poaching, arms smuggling, 

money laundering, counterfeit currency etc. 

13.Education, Youth skill set improvement, Women and Children welfare, social protection 

of minorities, Science and Technology, Communication, Increasing tourism prospects, 

Culture renaissance, reforming and using media for public welfare are among other 

common points of Kathmandu Declaration. 

To conclude, Kathmandu declaration was fruitful and enthused new energy in SAARC 

nation with India been seen as largest economy among members. India has bigger role to 

play in international arena but in regional arena India must very precisely use the 

opportunity for making Kathmandu declaration to become reality and not just another 

summit. 
 

GS2(International Organizations) 

Q3) Critically examine how and why the Trade Facilitation Agreement of WTO, if 

implemented, would help the global economy. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/wto-trade-

facilitation-pact-food-security-signed-114112701151_1.html 

Ans: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/wto-trade-facilitation-pact-food-security-signed-114112701151_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/wto-trade-facilitation-pact-food-security-signed-114112701151_1.html
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After nearly a year of the 9th ministerial conference at Bali, Trade Facilitation Agreement has 

been finally signed by the WTO while simultaneously agreeing to the demand of a perpetual 

―peace clause‖ by India. 

Trade facilitation agreement is a trade protocol containing provisions for expediting the 

movement, release and clearance of goods, including goods in transit.  

It also sets out measures for effective cooperation between customs and other appropriate 

authorities on trade facilitation and customs compliance issues. It further contains 

provisions for technical assistance and capacity building in this area.  

If implemented TFA would help the global economy by, 

1). Creating 21 Million jobs and infusing $21Trillion into global economy 

2). Reducing business costs by between $350 billion and $1 trillion, as per WTO  

3).increasing world trade by between $33 billion and $100 billion in global exports per year 

and $67 billion in global GDP 

Although developing countries have managed to get their ―peace clause‖, which will allow 

them to offer subsidies to the farmers at a rate which is above 10% of the total production of 

the crops covered under food stockholding programme but signing of TFA also means that 

in they won‘t be able to do the same for any of their future programmes. 

Nevertheless, streamlining of the global trade by reduction in trade barriers, cutting through 

red tapism & eliminating inefficiencies in customs and transport is what TFA intends to 

achieve and its successful implementation will help strengthen developing economies and 

their perpetual integration into the global economy. 

 

GS2 

Q4) Critically comment on the status of women safety in India. 

Main Article: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/28/world/asia/indian-teenagers-rape-

murder.html?emc=edit_ae_20141127&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0 

Ans: 

Why aren‘t India‘s women and girls safe? Who is responsible for their safety? How should 

that safety be assured? Since December 2012, these three questions have become a fixture on 

the national agenda, as has the issue of safety, or more precisely, freedom from violence. But 

women and girls have always thought about safety. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/28/world/asia/indian-teenagers-rape-murder.html?emc=edit_ae_20141127&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/28/world/asia/indian-teenagers-rape-murder.html?emc=edit_ae_20141127&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/safety
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/1778874/commentary-complete-coverage-outburst-in-india-over-delhi-gang-rape
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( How could they not, when the threat of violence is pervasive and shadows them from 

conception through their lifetimes? )Concerns about safety limit women‘s mobility and 

activities and teach them to strategize everything from timings to travel to how to walk to 

the office or college toilet. 

The Indian women‘s movement has always raised the issue of violence—violence against 

women (or more broadly, gender-based violence that is directed at anyone by virtue of their 

gender) and the violence that follows from structural inequalities like caste, poverty or 

identity. 

India‘s library of laws dealing with violence against women are a legacy of the women‘s 

movement‘s many campaigns to find ways to deter this violence such as the Pre-Natal 

Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation And Prevention Of Misuse) Act, 1994, which 

addressed the growing problem of sex-selective abortion) or to offer justice to victims such 

as the very recent Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition 

and Redressal) Act, 2013, which offers the growing numbers of women who work outside 

their own home a process whereby they can complain about sexual harassment). 

 This is historically consistent—social reformers and social movements in India have seen 

the law as the remedy for social problems and sought new laws or amendments to old ones. 

Examples range from Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar‘s successful advocacy for the Hindu 

Widows Remarriage Act, 1856, to the Right to Information Act, 2005. 

We think first about the law—not because we are law-abiding—but because we repose 

primary responsibility for women‘s safety in the hands of the state. We also see laws as 

expressing a larger consensus (which may or may not exist in reality) that certain kinds of 

behaviour are unacceptable to this society. When laws have not worked as we imagined 

they would, we assume it is because they were not properly implemented. The police are 

corrupt, we say, and the judicial system takes too long. When violence against women 

occurs, it‘s because someone else failed—the police, the courts, the law and order apparatus, 

governance, politicians. 

Concerns about women‘s safety are expressed in paternalistic terms—how do we keep ―our 

women‖ safe—our mothers and sisters, daughters and daughters-in-law, cousins and 

http://pndt.gov.in/writereaddata/mainlinkFile/File50.pdf
http://pndt.gov.in/writereaddata/mainlinkFile/File50.pdf
http://wcd.nic.in/wcdact/womenactsex.pdf
http://wcd.nic.in/wcdact/womenactsex.pdf
http://lawcommissionofindia.nic.in/51-100/Report81.pdf
http://lawcommissionofindia.nic.in/51-100/Report81.pdf
http://rti.gov.in/
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friends? Protectiveness is one way to express we care, but in the context of violence, it takes 

the form of restricting mobility, choice and freedom. 

Protection against violence outside the home becomes the pretext for control. A different 

category of violence emerges when education is interrupted, livelihood options are 

(de)limited and choice of friends and life-partners restricted or dictated. Women are told—

wear this, do that, don‘t go there, don‘t talk to such people, don‘t make eye contact. 

Discussing harassment situations at workshops, we learn that the ―victim‖ should have said 

―no‖ clearly and firmly. Women are safe when they behave and speak in ways that ensure 

their safety. Women are unsafe when they make unsafe choices (dress, work, any). 

This logic is extended, when the home is described as a ―safe haven;‖ if women want to be 

safe, they should stay at home. But the home is not safe either. If the streets are full of 

marauders who are easily tempted into violence, predators lurk in the home. As much as 

they are the individual who beats and tortures a spouse or the relative who gropes, fondles 

or rapes the vulnerable, predators are also the family that thinks that a baby girl is a lesser 

child, that cousins are promised to each other or that the resident domestic worker also 

offers sexual services. 

There are no safe havens for women. The idea of a safe haven to me seems to endorse the 

idea that it is acceptable that other places are unsafe. It‘s time we dumped that idea 

altogether. 

How do we make every place safe for women, men and others? How do we make freedom 

from fear of violence a part of who we are? By taking responsibility. 

Yes, laws matter and governments are responsible first and foremost, for public safety. Yes, 

we should be careful and thoughtful about potential risks. But we—each of us, all of us, 

together—also bear responsibility together for the world as it is and as it should be. 

The first step is to recognize violence as ―violence.‖ Groping is not acceptable because a girl 

got on a crowded bus. Staying on to work with the team to meet a project deadline is not 

seduction. A slightly shapeless roti does not warrant punishment. Enforcing male preference 

by abusing diagnostic techniques is not freedom of choice. Having been in a relationship 



Insights Secure Q & A’s – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                           Page 40 
 

does not deprive someone of the right to say ‗no.‘ To see violence where we would see lack 

of caution, poor choices, justice of a sort, passion or punishment—that is the starting point. 

After December 2012, we may be closer to that starting point than ever before. 

The second step is to learn practical ways to stop violence from happening around you. Bell 

Bajao‘s excellent videos offer many examples of simple things that neighbours and 

bystanders can do to break a moment of violence. In an office situation, if someone looks 

uncomfortable in an interaction, one might just walk up and interrupt by asking a question. 

On a train, if women travellers are being heckled, one might appear to join them as a way of 

communicating that the harassment has been noticed. Within the family, making gender 

violence a conversation topic can help to share awareness on what is and is not acceptable 

even within close relationships. 

Stopping violence does not need to involve confrontation and danger. It can be as simple as 

noticing and as sharing what one learns (from ideas to laws to helplines). Being alert and 

being considerate are more than half the battle won.   

The third step is to know the law. We agitate for this law and that, and dissect drafts 

critically but do we know how to use the law? Are we willing to complain and stay the 

course? Reporting of violence against women is on the rise, happily, and this is where the 

role and functioning of the police and courts becomes relevant.   

Taking responsibility, means finally, learning about support services (safe-homes and 

shelters; legal counselling; psychological and medical help; livelihood training) for survivors 

of violence and for their families. We should understand what services exist, and how we 

can strengthen those services—by volunteering time, by sharing resources or by making 

donations, at minimum. 

Blaming the government, police and women, we will never eliminate the threat of violence 

against women (and others). By seeking and designating safe havens here and there, we 

force women to trade freedom for safety, citizenship for protection. But by owning and 

taking responsibility for a violence-free world, we start building the world in which we 

would like to live and we would like our children to inherit. 
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GS3(Financial Inclusion) 

Q5) Examine the criteria notified by RBI to set up a Payment Bank in India. Also examine 

how Payment Banks will help in achieving financial inclusion 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/finance/rbi-s-payment-bank-

norms-to-deepen-financial-inclusion-114112700916_1.html 

Ans: 

RBI has come out with final guidelines for setting up of "Payment banks" which will cater to 
the needs of marginalized sections of the society including migrant labourers, for collecting 
deposits and remitting funds. The following criteria have been notified by RBI: 

1. The minimum paid-up capital for these banks will be Rs 100 crore. 

2. The existing non-bank pre-payment instrument issuers, non-banking finance companies 
(NBFCs), corporate BCs, mobile telephone companies, super-market chains, companies, real 
sector cooperatives and public sector entities may apply to set up a payments bank. 

3. Promoter's minimum initial contribution to capital shall at least be 40 per cent. 

4. Will be required to have at least 25 percent of physical access points in rural centers. 

5. The RBI has restricted maximum balance of Rs one lakh per individual customer in these 
payment banks. 

These banks will further financial inclusion by providing small savings accounts and 
payments/remittances services to migrant labour workforce, low income households, small 
businesses, other unorganised sector entities and other users. Since, they have to maintain a 
minimum of 25 percent physical presence at rural centres, providing banking services to the 
largely un-banked rural population now does not seem to be a distant dream. 

 

GS2 (Governance) 

Q6) “When it comes to corruption, political and administrative expediency, not principles 

of good governance and the rule of law, rule the roost, regardless of which set of political 

parties is in power.” Critically comment. 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/bad-enactment-no-

enforcement/article6641651.ece 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/finance/rbi-s-payment-bank-norms-to-deepen-financial-inclusion-114112700916_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/finance/rbi-s-payment-bank-norms-to-deepen-financial-inclusion-114112700916_1.html
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/bad-enactment-no-enforcement/article6641651.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/bad-enactment-no-enforcement/article6641651.ece
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Ans: 

Corruption has been systematized and organized in Indian socio-economic and politico-
administrative structure since British raj. 

Good governance and rule of law inhibit the official from engaging in corrupt activities but 
in the end comes self interest which forces the official to abuse the authority of office and to 
further the self interest various laws and regulation, agencies are created but with a loop 
hole so as to provide impunity from prosecution. 

Parliament enacted CVC act and authorised CVC to inquire into the cases of corruption. But 
its wings were clipped with not providing investigation power to CVC. CVC is dependent 
upon CBI to carry out investigating. 

Public official if caught red handed in corrupt activities then in that case sacntion is required 
from the appropriate authority. Often sanction activity takes too much time and then our 
ineffective justice system. 

Another investigating agency in corruption cases is CBI, but its administrative control lies 
with govt and hence it is often accused of compromising with its corruption investigation 
against public official and called as caged parrot by SC. 

Lokpal and lokyuktas Act empowers lokpal to prosecute anyone whether it is PM or any 
government official but major issue is that it has not been constituted yet. One loop hole in 
this act is that investigating officer working under lokpal can be transferred without the 
permission of lokpal to provide avenues to the corrupt official from prosecution. 

All these loopholes instead of deterring the official, encourage them to engage in alleged 
activities. Various institutional, legal, ethical etc measures are required to prohibit the 
corrupt activities. Institutional measures such as autonomy of CBI, legal measures required 
correcting loop holes and ethical measures requires a code of ethics for all official and 
resolution of conflict of interest. 

Q7) “The Ferguson episode shows how nothing has changed for the African-American 

community since Abraham Lincoln signed the emancipation proclamation into law in 

1863.” Critically comment. 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/contours-of-

prejudice/article6641653.ece 

Ans: 

● The Shooting of an 18 year old African-American in Ferguson by a white officer 

followed by the jury verdict that acquitted the officer from all charges have sparked 

the debate about law enforcements relationship with African-American community. 

● It is one of the recent reminders that nothing fundamental has changed for this 

community in the 151 years since Abraham Lincoln signed the emancipation 

proclamation into law in 1863. 

● There are various issues which have to be taken into account. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/contours-of-prejudice/article6641653.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/contours-of-prejudice/article6641653.ece
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○ Racial Stereotyping -These stereotypes have evolved within American culture 

dating back to the colonial years of settlement particularly after slavery 

became a racial institution that was heritable. 

○ Brutality of law enforcement agencies -With relations already frayed, police 

exacerbated the volatile situation with an overly aggressive response, 

confronting the protest crowds while garbed in military-like gear, 

brandishing automatic weapons and guard dogs, and setting the tone for 

future exchanges between the police and protesters. 

○ Proliferation of arms -  ―Gun Culture in America‖ has resulted in loss of many 

precious lives. It needs to be checked by framing of appropriate laws. 

○ Grand Jury - It is being questioned why Grand Jury do not hear full extent of 

evidence. Additionally the constitution of jury with 75% white members 

raises serious concerns on credibility of judgment. 

● With Commander-in-chief himself belonging to African-American community it is 

sad that values which are most fundamental to Democracy has still not been 

addressed. 

 

 

 

29th Nov 2014 

GS2(IR) 

Q1). Critically examine the roadblocks that exist in the attainment of Palestinian 

sovereignty. Also examine India’s position on the issue. 

Main Article: http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/29/world/europe/french-lawmakers-

debate-recognizing-palestinian-

state.html?emc=edit_ae_20141128&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0 

Ans: 

 Israel-Palestine conflict has become axis point in Middle East. Extension of these has led to 
Arab-Israel conflict. Issue has became more complex because of outside interference and 
brokering by UN, This has not resolved the issue, instead created confusion for last one 
decade causing many diplomatic obstruction in the path of Palestinian Sovereignty. Some 
roadblocks are: 

1. First and most important issue is border dispute. In ―two state solution‖ as suggested by 
Egypt and UN two parties viz. Israel and Palestine are not agreeing on the border 
demarcation. While Israel wants to go for status quo border under Israel army control while 
Palestine heavily influenced by Hamas Party and Arab countries is pressing hard for post-
1967 border. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/29/world/europe/french-lawmakers-debate-recognizing-palestinian-state.html?emc=edit_ae_20141128&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/29/world/europe/french-lawmakers-debate-recognizing-palestinian-state.html?emc=edit_ae_20141128&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/29/world/europe/french-lawmakers-debate-recognizing-palestinian-state.html?emc=edit_ae_20141128&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=49615428&_r=0
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2. No recognition of each other‘s authority. While Hamas holds staunch ideology of 
annhilating the Israel even after getting separate state, similarly Israel is apprehensive about 
the multi party extremists outfits in Palestine where all parties claim as they are representing 
Palestinians. 

3. During last 2 decades Israel went through huge development on  

Science, Military expansion, diplomatic ties with other nations therefore it has received 
diplomatic support from US and many EU countries for its statehood, concern over 
protecting it‘s civilian against Hamas air strike. This support has led to feeling of alienation 
among Palestinian outside Muslim brotherhood and Arab nations circle. 

India‘s stand on Palestine statehood or sovereignty is encouraging and positive. India and 
Palestine had good relation during Independence when India just faced partition of 1947 
tried to form diplomatic ties with Islamic nation in turmoil. But with time the relation didn‘t 
achieved anything. After strong diplomatic ties developing between India and Israel it was 
taken without saying that India is pro-Israel but it is not correct. India voted in favour of 
Palestine in July 2014 for Israel to abide by International law and stop violence in Gaza strip 
also India stands for all rational demands of Palestine like statehood. 

GS3 

Q2) Write a critical note on the genetically modified crops and food production scenario 

in India with special focus on related policies. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/modis-make-

in-india-bats-for-gm-food-crops-114112800933_1.html 

Ans – 

The use of genetic engineering techniques in agriculture and food production is a valuable 

development in improving production efficiency that offer to farmers. It enhanced 

nutritional value. India has the potential to become a major producer of transgenic rice and 

several genetically modified vegetables. 

Biotechnology is an element in sustainable agriculture that will benefit the  

environment. It will reduce pesticide use, water and give soil conservation and greater 

safety for workers and the ecosystem. 

In the next 50 years, India's population is expected to double. Population growth and diet 

upgrading will require the food supply to increase at least 250 percent from its current 

quantity. So, Biotechnology can help alleviate hunger. 

However, there are some issues related to GM crops: Unintended environmental impacts 

include harming non-target and/or beneficial species in the case of crops with engineered 

insecticidal properties, as well as the development of new strains of resistant pests. 

The Indian government is very interested in favour of GM crops in the national interest. The 

government had passed an order based on the approval given by the biotech regulator, 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/modis-make-in-india-bats-for-gm-food-crops-114112800933_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/modis-make-in-india-bats-for-gm-food-crops-114112800933_1.html


Insights Secure Q & A’s – November 2014 
 

http://insightsonindia.com                           Page 45 
 

Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC). The GEAC had approved field trials of 

mustard, cotton, brinjal, rice and chickpea & some other crops. 

GM food crops are an investment opportunity for foreign players as they will offer ―new 

business opportunities‖ in the country. ―Hybrid seeds, including GM seeds, represent new 

business opportunities in India based on yield improvement. 

GS3 (Economy) 

Q3). In the light of recent finding by CAG, critically comment on SEZ policy and its 

implementation. 

Main Article: http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/cag-for-review-

of-sez-policy-on-land-114112801078_1.html 

Ans:A Special Economic Zone (SEZ) is a geographical region that has economic laws that are 

more liberal than a country's domestic economic laws. The Special Economic Zone (SEZ) 

policy in India first came into inception on April 1, 2000.  

A recent CAG report has lambasted the SEZ policy for its failure to have any major impact 

on economic growth while it has availed tax benefits of around Rs.83000cr. CAG has 

criticised the SEZ policy, saying that, 

1).Only 38% land allotted to SEZ has become operational while 52% remains in idle 

condition even after being approved in 2006. 

2).Developers have constantly de-notified the lands to avail the benefits of price appreciation  

3). Unlimited extensions of the approval have been granted to the SEZ developers even after 

they have failed to start operations. 

4).SEZs have been converted to residential and commercial sectors 

5).Only 9% SEZs are catering to the ailing multi-product manufacturing industries while 

56% of SEZs are catering to IT/ITES industry. 

Following corrective measure need to be taken on the implementation front: 

1).The system of giving extensions without any deterrents has resulted in diversion of SEZ 
land to other purposes so it needs a review and should be revamped 
2).An environment for developing SEZs not only in urban but also in rural areas need to be 
generated to help in balanced regional development. 
3).Systemic weaknesses in direct and indirect tax administration should be eliminated to 
thwart any undue tax benefits. 
 
SEZ policy needs to be refurbished by exterminating its lacunas so that the prime objective 
of enhancing foreign investment and providing an internationally competitive business 
environment for exports is fulfilled. 
 

Cursory Reads: 

http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/cag-for-review-of-sez-policy-on-land-114112801078_1.html
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/cag-for-review-of-sez-policy-on-land-114112801078_1.html
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1). http://www.reseau-asie.com/edito-en/reseau-asie-s-editorial/special-economic-zone-

sez-india/ 

 

 

GS2(International Organizations) 

Q4) It is perceived that Pakistan is holding up regional cooperation among SAARC 

countries. Examine why. 

Main Article: 

Ans: 
SAARC, a multilateral regional forum of India and its seven neighbouring states, has been 
said to be hostage to India-Pakistan bilateral relations. The recent summit came as no 
surprise when only economic co-operation deal was signed that too at the last minute. 

SAARC has immense potential in economic, cultural and strategic cooperation. But, Pakistan 
has been obstructing its progress. Main reasons are, 
1) Pakistan a failed state tries to belittle India's rise to economic powerhouse. 

2) It tries to compensate for decreasing influence in south Asian region and the Arab world 
by raising bilateral issues at regional and world forums. 

3) Kashmir issue is still a thorn and with arrival of new govt in Delhi and its committed 
focus on economic upliftment of J&K may raise questions in POK as was between East nd 
West Germany during Cold war. 

4) Increased cooperation with US and its allies and Pakistan widening relationship with its 
supporter US 

5) Internal politics of Pakistan, which is mainly concentrated on Kashmir issue to divert 
mind from lack of socio-economic development is the bread and butter of ruling party. 

6) Military interference in Political matters in Pakistan is another issue, which has made the 
PM a puppet in the hand of the Generals. 

Thus, it is imperative that India is not beset by prolonged hostility of Pakistan, and 
continues on its course of improving relationship with its neighbours which will help India 
emerge as a regional and world power while at the same time giving a chance to our 
neighbours to be partners in our success. 

GS2 (Polity) 

Q5). “The foundation for a mandatory voting law is an error-free list of eligible voters and 

actual voters.” Comment 

Main Article: http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/guilty-of-not-

voting/99/ 

http://www.reseau-asie.com/edito-en/reseau-asie-s-editorial/special-economic-zone-sez-india/
http://www.reseau-asie.com/edito-en/reseau-asie-s-editorial/special-economic-zone-sez-india/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/guilty-of-not-voting/99/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/guilty-of-not-voting/99/
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Ans: 

Mandatory Voting and Taxpaying are two not so new topics for Indian Legislator. During 
42nd Amendment 1976, it was well debated for making Mandatory voting a Fundamental 
duty for all citizen in Part-IVA. Though it may sound utopian and rational to go for 
mandatory voting but for a nation of scale like India it will be political and institutional 
nightmare to do error-free logistic work. As clear from the Gujarat State Assembly case that 
the eligible voters varies from election to election attributed to various demographic, 
legislative and societal reasons like: 

1. Change in the eligible age of voting from 21 to 18 in 1989 resulting in surge in eligible 
voters numbers. 

2. With Economic boom Gujarat EC encountered major change in voters number as many 
people migrated out and immigrated in to Gujarat. 

3. With increasing awareness about the voting and politics, people are ever so more 
participative in every term election. 

But the responsibility of providing an error free voter list is beneficial for long term. It also 
ensures elimination of questions over transparency, phantom voters, poll rigging, fake 
voters etc.  

Also in long term it will ensure that the government formed is actually representative in all 
terms unlike situation now which sees a poor turnout and over it slight margin majority or 
coalition which leads to fractured mandate and weak government. Ensuring all eligible 
voters voting through error-free voter list will ensure the health of Democracy. 

 

GS3 (Economy) 

Q6) “Lower petroleum prices hold obvious advantages for Indian consumers, but a 

bearish global oil market could also hurt several segments of the country’s economy.” 

Examine 

Main Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/a-mixed-blessing-for-

india/article6645245.ece 

Ans: 

OPEC members have decided not to reduce their prior decided quota of production of 
30million barrels/day at Vienna. They should have reduced the export as there is a 
downward trajectory of crude oil prices and American increasing their Shale oil production 
but these gulf countries are in need of money at the moment (which any country will always 
be) have decided not to reduce production, and also Shale oil production is costly so if prices 
get lower then it will discourage shale explorations. 

It is good for Indian consumers as this will reduce inflation as cost of transportation affects 
almost all sectors. 
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Also Indian market as a whole will develop as less spending on petrol will make more 
money available other goods, thus increasing the demand in the market. 

Indian consumers can get long term benefit from this if GOI can adopt policies to use the 
money from bearish oil market for future use: 
-India can maintain Petro fund which can enable to prevent abrupt price rise as we have 
seen in   last year. 
-Maintaining reserve of crude oil for future use as India is 4th largest oil importer 
- Helping the OIL PSU's to bolster growth 
-Invest in non renewable energy infrastructure 

But as we know economy is interdependent this also welcomes certain drawbacks: 

-FDI in oil and natural gas exploration will be discouraged resulting in low petrodollars 
-India is 6th largest petroleum products exporter, this bearish oil prices will result to our loss 
-Encourage automobile sale and resulting in higher pollution levels 
-India largest and 2nd largest of some of the agriculture good and because of oil prices the 
price of commodity in international market will decrease which also results in loss. 

Hence India has a very good opportunity of building on our capabilities so India should 
judiciously use this money for long term gains. 

GS2 (Global engagements) 

Q7) “In a changing world order, an India that grows rapidly will shape geopolitical 

alignments and geo-economic frameworks.” In the light of recent developments at 

multilateral and bilateral engagements involving India, critically comment. 

Main Article: 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-opinion/from-a-domestic-to-an-international-

narrative/article6645246.ece 

Ans: 

● Prior to 1991, geopolitical social forms linked to a national development project 
shaped India‘s policies. India‘s engagement with global and regional multilateralism 
fluctuated according to shifts in the legitimacy and viability of policies. This shift in 
India‘s policies has given rise to new forms of global and regional engagement that 
are distinct to older forms of international engagement and reflect and further 
processes of transformation of India. 

● Discussions of the impact of India‘s rise on world order typically focus on whether 
India will become a ‗responsible stakeholder‘, whether it is capable or willing to 
undertake global leadership or if it will challenge the current Western-dominated 
multilateral system. This analysis usually rests on an examination of foreign policy 
debates, its negotiating behaviour in institutions such as the World Trade 
Organisation and the United Nations and its policy convergence with the United 
States. 

● Presently India is more concerned with developing and legitimizing their national 
power aspirations. What has changed is the ―Approach‖. There was a time when 
India mostly saw the world either as a threat or as a donor. Foreign and trade 
policies were geared defensively by India to protect its interests. Without much 
power, India had to rely on international rules. 
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● The monumental changes in the global economy helped promote not only an 
economic boom in Asia, but also led to an eastward movement of global power and 
influence, signalled by India‘s ascent to the world system and the possible emergence 
of a new multipolar order.  

● In the recent past there are many instances where India growth story has got 
reflected in international forums. 

○ The recent WTO impasse is classic case to illustrate changing approach of 
where India took clear stand to protect food security of poor people and did 
not succumb to pressure from US. 

○ The eagerness of Japan and China to invest in India also shows the 
importance of India which has emerged as the best investment destination. 

○ Improving relationship with Australia and the recently signed agreements 
with the same shows how countries throughout the world are ready to 
engage with India and take it to next level. 

 
Hence 21st century India to become a global power has to make Sustainable and Rapid growth. 
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